
November 29: “Healing Mind, Body and Spirit” -- Rev. Dr. Vilius Rudra
Dundzila
The midterms are done, Thanksgiving is suddenly over and we’re rushing into the
Christmakwanzakah lap of the year. Do we have time … to check in with our minds, bodies
and spirits? Where do I need healing? Where is my beloved community called 
to healing?

Rev. Dr. Vilius Rudra Dundzila (he, his, him) is a child of World War II refugees. 
Immigrant justice is one of his passions. He took early retirement from teaching 
Religion and Humanities from Harry S Truman college in Chicago. With his husband 
Mikie, they live the “queer country” lifestyle (urban gays who intentionally became rural) in
Mid-Michigan with their 5 dogs. He serves the Community Unitarian Universalists in Brighton,
MI as their contract minister.
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Inside this issue: 

November 1: “Mummies and a History of European Views of the 
Middle East” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Continuing her Halloween series on iconic monsters, Rev. Rachel will explore 
the history of the mummy in Western popular culture. Could this be a lens 
through which to better understand the history of European (and subsequently 
North American) views with Southwest Asia and North Africa (a term many who live there
prefer to ‘Middle East’)? Rev. Rachel thinks so. Maybe after this service, you’ll agree.

This is our annual Halloween celebration at church. All are invited to wear
costumes.

The Zoom link for People’s Church services is: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326 or

By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326   

 Sunday Services —10:45 a.m.   

Volume 88, Issue 3

1758 North Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Phone: 269-375-3262 

office@peopleschurch..net

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube 

People’s Church 
November 2026 

News & 

Views

November 8: “When Words Fail” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
When something heartbreaking happens to someone we love, we often struggle
to know what to say and worry that we might say something that might cause
further pain. In this service, Rev. Rachel will give practical advice for how to show
up as a supportive presence when people in our lives are struggling. 

November 15: “Generosity as Resilience” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Recently, the People’s Church board was reflecting on moments when our
congregation is resilient. We realized that these are all moments when we are
generous – with money, with time, with attention, with skills, and with trust.
Rev. Rachel will reflect on the link between generosity and resilience and
what she has learned about generosity as a steward of our resistance and
resilience fund.

Is it possible to tell people about People’s Church and invite them to attend
without being it being awful (for us and for them)? How do we spread the
‘good news’ about our religious community with respect, care, and a bit of
courage?
Do you have a ‘UU elevator speech’ – a short introduction to who we are
and what we believe? Rev. Rachel would love to hear it – please send it her
way.

November 22: “Gentle Evangelism for Unitarian Universalists” -- Rev. Rachel
Lonberg

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube


Dear People’s people,

In a recent church

meeting, planning an

upcoming event, I

said, “someone will

need to figure out

how to rent a

chocolate fountain.” 
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Immediately, someone responded, “Oh, I have one.

My sister-in-law and I share one.” Some households

have shared custody arrangements for chocolate

fountains, I learned. (In related news, I suggest you

attend church in person on February 14 – we’re going

to have a party after the service to celebrate Diane

Melvin’s 25 years of service as the Director of

Religious Education.)

During several recent check-ins with People’s people

moving across town, I shared, “Do you need any

boxes?” My spouse works in a restaurant where

dozens of large boxes of food are delivered each

week. The boxes are generally sturdy and it is good to

give them more use before recycling. I sometimes

forget that not every household has access to all the

boxes they could ever need. The next time you move

or otherwise need boxes, let me know and I will ask

my husband to bring home boxes for you to have.

It is in these small moments of mutuality and

interdependence that community is built. As my

friend, the Rev. Rachael Hayes, who serves the First

Unitarian Universalist Church of San Antonio, likes to

remind me, “To be interdependent means we must,

sometimes, depend.” For me, it is easier to offer

support than ask for it, but I am trying to depend on

others a bit more. As Bill Withers sings in ‘Lean on

Me,’ which we will all be singing in the service on

November 8, ‘No one can fill those of your needs that

you won’t let show.’

As we move into seasons of gratitude and generosity,

may we depend on one another.

See you soon,

Rev. Rachel

Post-Election Games, Crafts, Snacks

and Coloring

Wednesday, November

4, 3-8pm in Room 19

On the afternoon and

evening after the

election, we will be

gathering to play games, 

do crafts, and color together.

Bring an activity or some

food to share. Stay for as

long or as little as you like.

We don’t know how this

election will go, but

regardless of the outcome, it

will be good to gather in

community.

Transgender Day of Remembrance

Service

Join us at 11am in Stetson Chapel on Friday,

November 20th

Questions: Lucy.vandemark23@kzoo.edu
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Our Annual 
Fine Art Sale 
and Holiday 
Bazaar is a 
signature event 
for our church 
and community. 
All our members, 
friends, and 
family members 
play a part in 
making it a 
success. The 
Bazaar supports 
our church 
budget, helps to 
fund our 
programs and service to others, and introduces us to the
wider community. 
Here are ways you can help!

Plan to do your holiday shopping at the Bazaar! It’s hard
to find a more interesting variety of gift items than you
will find at our Bazaar. Bring your list and find the perfect
choices right here from 32 local vendors. Shop local! See
who our 2026 artists are here:
https://peopleschurch.net/news/2026-bazaar-artists-and-
vendors/ Also purchase tickets at the main desk to win
one of our gorgeous raffle baskets brimming with a
variety of contributed items from our artists. 
Help promote the event! Email the flyer
(https://peopleschurch.net/wp-
content/uploads/2026/10/Bazaar-Flyer-2026.png) to
your friends, colleagues, neighbors and family and invite
them to join you at the event. RSVP to our Facebook
event. Share the event and post to your social networks.
Please take bazaar flyers from the sign-up table if you go
to places where these can be posted. Take the cards
with you to your workplace and community events to
share. Call a friend. Your personal invitations work best. 
Put out a yard sign on Sunday morning, November
15 .Our yard signs have been one of the most effective
ways to attract new customers, and we have more than
80 signs to display throughout the community this year.
Get creative about placing the signs! If you don’t have a
space to display one, can you think of a friend, neighbor
or favorite business owner who would be willing to post
one on their property? If you live on a busy road, can
you convince your next-door neighbors to each post a
sign? Three signs in a row on neighboring properties
really catches the eye! Sign out one (or a few) of the
signs at church in November, and display them from
November 15-21.         

th

Please join in for the Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar! 
Saturday November 21st 9:00 – 3:00  

Make crafts or bake treats for Peoples Specialties.
The foyer will be beautifully arranged to sell your
homemade items:  crafts, breads, jams, snack
mixes, baked goods, candies, vegan and gluten-
free foods, and our famous frozen pasties. This is
our main profit-making area, and every item sold
here comes from your generous contributions of
your homemade goods. Sign up at church or here:
https://app.unison.io/forms/3eWVXYxpWk4P5tL
2IKcg9A with what you will make. Please drop off
your food item contributions on Friday the 20
between 4 pm and 7 pm for pricing and arranging.
Crafts can be dropped off to Eli at the main
church office at any time until November 15

th

th

Eager workers needed for Monday Madness.
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx
1jlGql0U3 to come on Monday evening,
November 16  from 6 - 7:30 pm to help clear
the Commons and Foyer of chairs and furniture
and to begin to set up for the Bazaar. Pizza will be
served! Youth are welcome!

th

Sign up to work a shift at the Bazaar on
November 21 . Helpers will be needed as
salespeople to staff Peoples’ Specialties tables,
and we need many hands for cleaning up at 3 PM.
Please sign-up at the Bazaar table in the foyer or
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx
1jlGql0U3 

st

Help host our guests. Many people come to our
Bazaar because they like the warm and friendly
people. Please greet everyone and thank our
vendors, too.
Grab lunch or coffee and pie at the Mini-café. This
year we will host a mini-café for our vendors and
volunteers. Please note that the mini-café is NOT
open to the general public. If you have
volunteered to help with the Bazaar or
contributed donated items, you are welcome to
purchase your lunch or a treat and grab a
beverage. Food will be served cafeteria style from
the Kitchen, with food to be eaten in Room 9.
(And we need folks to bake brownies or pumpkin
pies to be served at the mini-café:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC
22A13-67211035-mini Since the mini-café will not
be available to the public, please access it
discreetly from the far hall to the rear of the
church.

Questions? Please check with Elijah in the church
office

Thank you for helping make this a huge success!

https://peopleschurch.net/news/2026-bazaar-artists-and-vendors/
https://peopleschurch.net/news/2026-bazaar-artists-and-vendors/
https://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Bazaar-Flyer-2026.png
https://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Bazaar-Flyer-2026.png
https://app.unison.io/forms/3eWVXYxpWk4P5tL2IKcg9A
https://app.unison.io/forms/3eWVXYxpWk4P5tL2IKcg9A
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx1jlGql0U3
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx1jlGql0U3
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx1jlGql0U3
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx1jlGql0U3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-67211035-mini
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-67211035-mini
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Building & Grounds Work Day

Second Saturday Potluck and Programs 

Art Wall: Everyday Miracles 

Special Collection: Hope For Creation

 Sunday November 8, during the service 

Hope for Creation is a network of people of faith and conscience taking climate action
and working towards a more just and resilient future in Southwest Michigan. The pillars
of their work are community resilience, ecosystem resilience, and spiritual resilience.
You can learn more about their work at https://www.hopeforcreation.net/

Saturday November 14th from 10am-2pm, with a potluck
lunch at noon!
Join us for a Building & Grounds work day to take care of some larger
tasks around the church and help spruce everything up! Some of the
tasks on the schedule include power washing the building, window
cleaning, spreading mulch, cutting down small trees/bushes (chainsaw),
clearing up outside areas, and many more! Each task will be supervised by
someone who has the know-how, so even if you are unsure of your skills
you can still contribute constructively.
Dress appropriately, bring work gloves and tools if you have them, and
be prepared for a great opportunity to have fun, improve our facility,
and build our community!

Saturday November 14, potluck at noon, programs before and after 
As our church year begins, the Second Saturday potluck and programs continues.
We will have a potluck open to all at noon in Room 19, with various programs and
activities happening before and after.

Martha Rosenfeld
Martha uses fiber art to depict landscapes, images from nature, and surrealist ideas. The
intricacy and tactile qualities of working with fiber allows her to create images with depth
and texture. She thinks of it as “painting with wool.” The hooked rugs are made with
wool fabric strips, and sometimes with other materials such as wool yarn, silk, nylons, and
old t-shirts. The foundation fabric is linen. Each design is one of a kind, created one at a
time, and based upon Martha’s own observations of the world around her. 

Mary Baggerman
Mary is a fiber artist living in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Combining a lifelong interest in both
painting and textile work, she creates art quilts and embroideries which combine
aspects of both. Art quilts are often characterized by explorations of different mediums
and materials, all related to fiber, which combine into new visual experiences,
emphasizing the unique qualities of fiber: texture, color and pattern. Embroideries
combine technique and modern aesthetics to create original pieces which echo the past
but speak to the present.

Coming for November and December is a new Art Wall Exhibit called “Everyday Miracles“ by Martha Rosenfeld
and Mary Baggerman, both wonderful fiber artists. Watch for more information and reception date in December.

https://www.hopeforcreation.net/


These are our series of classes especially for newcomers to People’s Church and people exploring membership in
our congregation. Anyone in our church community is welcome to attend. 

Session 2: November 14, 1-3pm in Room 19 
Inquirers: How People’s Church works: Sunday Services, Religious Education, 
Governance, & a Building Tour 

Session 3: December 12, 1-3pm in Room 19 
Inquirers: Getting involved: from visitor to member: The Meaning of Membership, 
Chalice Circles & Pastoral Care, Stewardship, Green Sanctuary & Justice work 

Each of these sessions are following a small potluck at noon. Bring a dish to share and join in, if you like. Childcare is
available with one week’s notice.
Sign up here: https://app.unison.io/schedules/ VrjIrE7Vw1Fcn7cYp9kl4 
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Puzzle Exchange 

Inquirers Class Sessions 2026 

Did you know that People’s Church has an ongoing puzzle exchange?? Puzzle shelves
are overflowing with neat puzzles, lots of 300 and 500 piece ones! Lots of hours of
fun available. Space has been made on the shelves in the church library. Puzzles can
be taken, returned, added & enjoyed at any time!
Make sure to check out the constantly changing supply of available puzzles on the
Library shelves (next to the computer)

LGBTQ+ 101
Speaker: Connar Klock

Come to learn and grow together! Teens welcome with their adults joining them.

Please sign up if requesting childcare. 

SIGN UP HERE: https://app.unison.io/schedules/e1cRA4KRYuUp9RtsUhBbF

Monday November 2nd 3-5pm, Portage United Church of Christ

Saturday November 14th 10am-12pm, People's Church of Kalamazoo

Sunday November 22nd 2-4pm, First Presbyterian Church of Richland

Upcoming Program: Love at the Center Discussion Group 
Wednesday November 18,7pm on Zoom, continuing on third Wednesdays 
through May 
Explore our Unitarian Universalist shared values and what it means to live with love at the center 
in this online gathering. This group is based on materials prepared for this year’s UUA common read Love at the
Center, Unitarian Universalist Theologies, edited by Sofia Betancourt.
 The discussion will be focused on our shared values - reading the book is not necessary for participating in the
discussion (but the book is good!). The book can be ordered from Inspirit, the UUA Bookstore, our local
booksellers, or any of the usual places. This program is a joint offering between People’s Church and the UU
Church at Washington Crossing in Titusville, NJ, which is served by one of Rev. Rachel’s minister friends. They are
excited to bring their two congregations together in this way.

Please contact Rachel to get the Zoom link for this program – it will not be at our usual Zoom link!

https://app.unison.io/schedules/VrjIrE7Vw1Fcn7cYp9kl4
https://app.unison.io/schedules/VrjIrE7Vw1Fcn7cYp9kl4
https://app.unison.io/schedules/e1cRA4KRYuUp9RtsUhBbF


Our elders group is beginning a new group read: The Fifth Season: Creativity in the Second Half
of Life by Mark Nepo. All are welcome to join us in conversation. The book is available in
paperback, audiobook, and ebook formats. There are copies available in the public library. For the
November session we will read the chapters As We Age, Shift in Horizons, and Your Profile in
Aging (pages xvii-21 in the paperback edition). If you have any questions, would like the church to
buy you a copy of the book so you can fully participate, or would like to join the Elders Circle
email list, please reach out to Rev. Rachel.

Elders Circle: reading The Fifth Season: Creativity in the Second Half of

Life by Mark Nepo

The third Tuesday of the month, 1:30-3pm
November 17, on Zoom

 

Community Feast 2026
Our partners at Communities in Schools are inviting us to help deliver 500
meals to families in need in our community on Wednesday, November 25.
The biggest need for delivery drivers, as well as people to unload food from
semi-trucks and load it into cars for delivery. Well-supervised children are

welcome to participate. For more information, and to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4CA8AD2DA5F49-65538533-

2026#/
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Join Rev. Rachel and other religious leaders for "Bible Problems" at Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church (1747 W Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024). 

Topics include: 

• Women Preachers 

• Christian Nationalism

• Who is My Neighbor? 

This is happening November 11th - with two time opportunities to join: 3:00-

4:30pm or 7:00pm-8 :30pm. 

 Room for 1 more at this time (maximum 10 participants) 
“The Things We Never Say” by Elizabeth Strout will be reviewed by Mary Lewis at our next regular
meeting, November 9, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. at the home of Martha Beverly in the Garden Homes on the
Friendship Village campus. (marthabeverly@gmail.com). We plan to continue meeting at this time
every 2nd Monday through this church year. This group leans toward quality fiction. 
The monthly schedule of books for the upcoming church year can be found on the church website,
'Learning/Adult Education' tab. 

 

We will meet at 12:30 in Room 9  on the first and third Sundays: November 1 and 15,

December 6 and 20. 

 Su / suacutler@gmail.com / 269-353-3654

Carolyn / carolynheineman@aol.com / 269-547-7113

Bible Problems 

Afternoon Book Club

Mindful Moment

What if we could let go of always grasping toward more. What I have is what I want. Exhale.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4CA8AD2DA5F49-65538533-2026#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4CA8AD2DA5F49-65538533-2026#/
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Library Corner 

 

“Jingle Dance”, by Cynthia Leitich Smith — J Sm 
SJenna loves the tradition of jingle dancing that has been shared over generations in her
family and intertribal community. She hopes to dance at the next powwow. But with the
day quickly approaching, she has a problem—how will her dress sing if it has no jingles?

Questions/ commentsarewelcomed. Please contact Lois Loeffler, chair of the Library
Committee, at loisloeffler@gmail.com. 

 “All the Real Indians Died Off; and 20 Other Myths about Native Americans”, by
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz – 970 Du
Unpacks many common myths and misconceptions about Native Americans including:
“Thanksgiving Proves the Indians Welcomed Pilgrims”
 “Sports Mascots Honor Native Americans”
“Indian Casinos Make Them All Rich”
“Indians Are Naturally Predisposed to Alcohol”

“The Serviceberry; Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World”, by Robin

Wall Kimmerer — 581.6 Ki

Author Elizabeth Gilbert writes, Robin Wall Kimmerer is “a great teacher, and her words are

a hymn of love to the world.” This book is an antidote to the broken relationships and

misguided goals of our times, and a reminder that “hoarding won’t save us, all flourishing is

mutual.”

“We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga”, by Traci Sorell — RE 975 So 

The word otsaliheliga (oh-jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah) is used by members of the Cherokee Nation

to express gratitude. Beginning in the fall with the new year and ending in summer, follow a

full Cherokee year of celebrations and experiences.

“Notable Native People”, by Adrienne Keene  — 920 Ke
An accessible and educational illustrated book profiling 50 notable American Indian, Alaska
Native, and Native Hawaiian people. This powerful and informative collection also offers
accessible primers on important Indigenous issues, from the legacy of colonialism and
cultural appropriation to food sovereignty, land and water rights, and more. 

 “An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States”, by Roxanne Dunbar-

Ortiz — 970.004 Du 

With growing support for movements such as the campaign to abolish Columbus Day

and replace it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day, this book is an essential resource providing

historical threads that are crucial for understanding the present. Spanning more than four

hundred years, Dunbar-Ortiz’s book radically reframes US history and explodes the

silences that have haunted our national narrative.



Post-Election Games, Crafts, Snacks

and Coloring

Wednesday, November 4,

3-8pm in Room 19

On the afternoon and evening

after the election, we will be

gathering to play games,

 do crafts, and color together. Bring an

activity or some food to share. Stay

for as long or as little as you like. We

don’t know how this election will go,

but regardless of the outcome, it will

be good to gather in community.
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 What Are AWE Labs and Specialty

Classes?
The RE program runs on volunteers. Two of the

newer areas can be one-time assisting or signing up on

multiple occasions to work with our elementary-age

students. The groups combine all elementary grades

(K-6th) and provide opportunities for children to get

to know other students and adults in a more open,

social environment than our regular classes. 

AWE Labs: Adventure! Wonder! Exploration! These

began last year as an extension of our elementary

curriculum with experiences in meditation, movement,

and artistic expression. Adults are facilitators, not

teachers. Volunteers could lead yoga and meditation,

explain how to use Buddha boards and zen gardens, or

supervise a craft. Each room will have an adult who is

familiar with AWE Labs, so an assistant can get to

know the activity and interact with the children

without prior experience.

In AWE Labs, children are assigned a room in which to

start. After that, they are free to move to other

experiences whenever they wish. We always need a

couple of hallway volunteers to direct children to

different activities.

Specialty Classes are offered on the first Sunday of

each month. Students select from a few activities such

as crafts, hobbies, board games, and outdoor games.  

They stay in their chosen classes for the entire period,

about 45 minutes to an hour. Volunteers can lead

activities or assist. This could be as simple as putting

out an assortment of recycled materials and craft

supplies and supervising a “maker space,” setting up 

board games from our

RE cupboards and

helping kids play, or

takingkids sledding on

our front hill. Other

leaders have shared

hobbies like beekeeping,

music, and sculpting.

Specialty class assistants

work with the students

and support the leaders.

AWE Labs will be held six more times in our 2026-27

year of RE: Nov. 22, Jan. 24, Feb. 28, March 28, April 25,

and May 23. Specialty Classes are on the first Sunday of

every month through June. Lenore Yeager and Mary

Kate Webster, coordinate the schedules. Please note that

our church safety policy requires people who work with

children to have attended People’s for at least one year.

Check your calendar and email

Mary Kate Webster if you would

like to volunteer or if you have

questions:

tomandmarykate@gmail.com.

New ideas for Specialty Classes

are always welcome.

Diane is on Medical Leave Starting

October 12!

Please wish People’s Director of

Religious Education, Diane Melvin,

well as she takes a much needed 6

week break for a total knee

replacement. 

A MealTrain has been setup to help support her in her

recovery. If you are able, please consider signing up here:

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/421r12

Eli Emrich is the primary point of contact for all things RE.

Feel free to reach out to Eli with Religious Education

questions/comments/concerns at

office@peopleschurch.net (preferred), or call 269-375-

3262 - feel free to leave a message!

mailto:tomandmarykate@gmail.com
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/421r12
mailto:office@peopleschurch.net
tel:(269)%20375-3262
tel:(269)%20375-3262


Are you a hands-on person? You can work on projects where Green Sanctuary and Buildings and Grounds form a

team. Indoors, you can help with energy-saving projects, including replacing light fixtures, insulating walls, or planning

for future HVAC needs. Outdoors, you can be part of the Rain Garden team, help control invasive species, and

identify other ways to manage our grounds in a more environmentally friendly way.

Are you a writer, a speaker, or an organizer? Your ideas and help are needed to write Green Spot articles for News

& Views, provide brief updates for the Friday emails, organize speakers or films, or help with occasional Sunday

services. We also maintain a display on one of the kiosks in the foyer.

Not everything happens on church property. You can volunteer to help with the periodic roadside clean-ups we do

along 10th Street as part of being good neighbors. We work with other local faith communities through Hope for

Creation, and we’re part of the Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition.

Interested? Want to know more? Corner one of us on Sunday or email Connie at conniekzoo@hotmail.com.

 Connie Ferguson, Tom Hackley, Sue Salvat, Cybelle Shattuck
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Green Sanctuary Wants You!!!
What are your passions? What are your talents? Do you have an hour or two to spare

now  and then, or are you looking for something to do on a regular basis? No matter

how you answer, there’s a place for you with Green Sanctuary. Our overall purpose is

to encourage a sustainable lifestyle for People’s Church members as individuals and as

a faith community.

Do you like problem-solving and organizing with a small group? Consider joining the

Green Sanctuary Committee (GSC). We’ve been meeting on Zoom at 4:30 pm on

the third Monday of most months. The GSC is also a good place to develop ideas to

recommend to the board as policies and projects. 

A big THANK YOU goes out to the dedicated

Mighty Mower Crew who kept our lawn looking so

nice and trim all Summer long. You did well!

David G., Gary L., Greg F., Richard W., Rick J., Sharon S., Tim K.

Solarize Kalamazoo
November 10, 2026 at Martini’s Kzoo (832 S Westnedge Ave) 

6-7pm - Commercial/non profit/place of worship

7-8pm - Residential

People’s person Tom Hackley will be presenting a briefing on the

church’s experience with solar! 

Solarize is a community program that provides educational resources

and a group-buy discount for solar panel purchases. own your energy

future!

Event Highlights:

Project Savings - Save money on your solar project!

Food Provided - Treat yourself to a night out!!

Solar Education - Come learn about solar and how to save money

while securing your future

Meet Like-minded Peers - Meets neighbors and organizations who

hold the same values as you

REGISTER: https://www.2glrea.org/events-1/solarize-kalamazoo-3

https://www.2glrea.org/events-1/solarize-kalamazoo-3
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Seating During Sunday Services
Dear members and friends of People’s Church,
We all know that seating at People’s Church, just like any other church, has always been
on a first come first served basis and therefore we are free to sit wherever we choose.
This does not mean however that we cannot practice some common courtesy, so what I
would like to very strongly suggest is that if you see anyone looking for a seat, especially if
they’re late coming and you see an empty seat on the other side of you, please PLEASE
offer to move over for them, especially if they’re elderly or disabled. If you can take it
upon yourself to sit as close to the center of a row without being asked, so much the
better. Let’s make People’s Church a truly welcoming church and what’s more let’s make
People’s Church even more of a class act than it already is.
Sincerely, David Greenquist

Sunday Morning Coffee Helpers
Coffee on Sunday mornings after service is a beloved tradition here at

People's Church but it doesn't happen by magic. We're looking for

additional volunteers to help make this happen every week! 

Please sign up here:

https://app.unison.io/schedules/4JUvLluELlW6010QNtIAlC

if you're interested in learning the ropes and joining the rotation of folks

who make the coffee & clean up afterwards!

A/V & Zoom
We are calling for more volunteers to be trained on our A/V and

Zoom set up! If this is something that you are interested in and willing

to learn, please reach out to Elijah at office@peopleschurch.net or

sign up for a training spot here:

https://app.unison.io/schedules/4JUvLluELlW6010QNtIAlC

While running A/V can seem overwhelming, it is all set up to be as

user friendly as possible! Our existing AV team will help train you to

make sure you feel comfortable! Curious what it's like? Sign up for a

training shift to see what it's like to be 'in the A/V booth' during a

service!

Sunday Morning Greeters
Do you like to smile at people and say hello? Do you like to meet new people at church?

Come join the greeters in making every person’s first moment at church a warm one. One

of the key pieces of hospitality on Sunday mornings is greeting people as they come in the

front door, making sure they feel welcome.

Ideally, we would like to have two people available to greet each Sunday. This would give

greeters an opportunity to better know their partner for the day and to provide two people

to connect with visitors or personally show them where to find orders of service, coat racks,

coffee, and help them feel at home at People’s. Ideal times for greeting are from 10:10 am to

10:50 am.

Please consider signing up below to help make People’s the warm and inclusive community

we all know and enjoy. Or talk to the greeter on Sunday to learn what they love about being

a greeter. Sign up here: https://app.unison.io/schedules/4JUvLluELlW6010QNtIAlC

https://app.unison.io/schedules/4JUvLluELlW6010QNtIAlC
https://app.unison.io/schedules/4JUvLluELlW6010QNtIAlC
https://app.unison.io/schedules/4JUvLluELlW6010QNtIAlC
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People’s Church
News & Views 
1758 N. 10th St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net 

People’s Church Mission Statement 
“People’s Church: A beloved community

embracing and serving our diverse world.” 


	News &
	Views
	People’s Church
	Sunday Services —10:45 a.m.
	The Zoom link for People’s Church services is: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326 or By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326
	November 1: “Mummies and a History of European Views of the
	Middle East” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
	Continuing her Halloween series on iconic monsters, Rev. Rachel will explore
	the history of the mummy in Western popular culture. Could this be a lens
	through which to better understand the history of European (and subsequently
	North American) views with Southwest Asia and North Africa (a term many who live there prefer to ‘Middle East’)? Rev. Rachel thinks so. Maybe after this service, you’ll agree.

	This is our annual Halloween celebration at church. All are invited to wear costumes.
	November 8: “When Words Fail” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
	When something heartbreaking happens to someone we love, we often struggle to know what to say and worry that we might say something that might cause further pain. In this service, Rev. Rachel will give practical advice for how to show up as a supportive presence when people in our lives are struggling.

	November 15: “Generosity as Resilience” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
	Recently, the People’s Church board was reflecting on moments when our congregation is resilient. We realized that these are all moments when we are generous – with money, with time, with attention, with skills, and with trust. Rev. Rachel will reflect on the link between generosity and resilience and what she has learned about generosity as a steward of our resistance and resilience fund.

	November 22: “Gentle Evangelism for Unitarian Universalists” -- Rev. Rachel Lonberg
	Is it possible to tell people about People’s Church and invite them to attend without being it being awful (for us and for them)? How do we spread the ‘good news’ about our religious community with respect, care, and a bit of courage?
	Do you have a ‘UU elevator speech’ – a short introduction to who we are and what we believe? Rev. Rachel would love to hear it – please send it her way.
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	November 29: “Healing Mind, Body and Spirit” -- Rev. Dr. Vilius Rudra Dundzila
	The midterms are done, Thanksgiving is suddenly over and we’re rushing into the Christmakwanzakah lap of the year. Do we have time … to check in with our minds, bodies and spirits? Where do I need healing? Where is my beloved community called
	to healing?
	Rev. Dr. Vilius Rudra Dundzila (he, his, him) is a child of World War II refugees.
	Immigrant justice is one of his passions. He took early retirement from teaching
	Religion and Humanities from Harry S Truman college in Chicago. With his husband
	Mikie, they live the “queer country” lifestyle (urban gays who intentionally became rural) in Mid-Michigan with their 5 dogs. He serves the Community Unitarian Universalists in Brighton, MI as their contract minister.


	Dear People’s people,
	In a recent church meeting, planning an upcoming event, I said, “someone will need to figure out how to rent a chocolate fountain.”
	Immediately, someone responded, “Oh, I have one. My sister-in-law and I share one.” Some households have shared custody arrangements for chocolate fountains, I learned. (In related news, I suggest you attend church in person on February 14 – we’re going to have a party after the service to celebrate Diane Melvin’s 25 years of service as the Director of Religious Education.)
	During several recent check-ins with People’s people moving across town, I shared, “Do you need any boxes?” My spouse works in a restaurant where dozens of large boxes of food are delivered each week. The boxes are generally sturdy and it is good to give them more use before recycling. I sometimes forget that not every household has access to all the boxes they could ever need. The next time you move or otherwise need boxes, let me know and I will ask my husband to bring home boxes for you to have.
	It is in these small moments of mutuality and interdependence that community is built. As my friend, the Rev. Rachael Hayes, who serves the First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Antonio, likes to remind me, “To be interdependent means we must, sometimes, depend.” For me, it is easier to offer support than ask for it, but I am trying to depend on others a bit more. As Bill Withers sings in ‘Lean on Me,’ which we will all be singing in the service on November 8, ‘No one can fill those of your needs that you won’t let show.’
	As we move into seasons of gratitude and generosity, may we depend on one another.
	See you soon,
	Rev. Rachel

	Post-Election Games, Crafts, Snacks and Coloring
	Wednesday, November 4, 3-8pm in Room 19
	On the afternoon and evening after the election, we will be gathering to play games,
	do crafts, and color together. Bring an activity or some food to share. Stay for as long or as little as you like. We don’t know how this election will go, but regardless of the outcome, it will be good to gather in community.

	Transgender Day of Remembrance Service
	Join us at 11am in Stetson Chapel on Friday, November 20th
	Questions: Lucy.vandemark23@kzoo.edu

	Please join in for the Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar!
	Saturday November 21st 9:00 – 3:00
	Our Annual
	Fine Art Sale
	and Holiday
	Bazaar is a
	signature event
	for our church
	and community.
	All our members,
	friends, and
	family members
	play a part in
	making it a
	success. The
	Bazaar supports
	our church
	budget, helps to
	fund our
	programs and service to others, and introduces us to the wider community.
	Here are ways you can help!
	Plan to do your holiday shopping at the Bazaar! It’s hard to find a more interesting variety of gift items than you will find at our Bazaar. Bring your list and find the perfect choices right here from 32 local vendors. Shop local! See who our 2026 artists are here: https://peopleschurch.net/news/2026-bazaar-artists-and-vendors/ Also purchase tickets at the main desk to win one of our gorgeous raffle baskets brimming with a variety of contributed items from our artists.
	Help promote the event! Email the flyer (https://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Bazaar-Flyer-2026.png) to your friends, colleagues, neighbors and family and invite them to join you at the event. RSVP to our Facebook event. Share the event and post to your social networks. Please take bazaar flyers from the sign-up table if you go to places where these can be posted. Take the cards with you to your workplace and community events to share. Call a friend. Your personal invitations work best.
	Put out a yard sign on Sunday morning, November 15th.Our yard signs have been one of the most effective ways to attract new customers, and we have more than 80 signs to display throughout the community this year. Get creative about placing the signs! If you don’t have a space to display one, can you think of a friend, neighbor or favorite business owner who would be willing to post one on their property? If you live on a busy road, can you convince your next-door neighbors to each post a sign? Three signs in a row on neighboring properties really catches the eye! Sign out one (or a few) of the signs at church in November, and display them from November 15-21.
	Make crafts or bake treats for Peoples Specialties. The foyer will be beautifully arranged to sell your homemade items:  crafts, breads, jams, snack mixes, baked goods, candies, vegan and gluten-free foods, and our famous frozen pasties. This is our main profit-making area, and every item sold here comes from your generous contributions of your homemade goods. Sign up at church or here: https://app.unison.io/forms/3eWVXYxpWk4P5tL2IKcg9A with what you will make. Please drop off your food item contributions on Friday the 20th between 4 pm and 7 pm for pricing and arranging. Crafts can be dropped off to Eli at the main church office at any time until November 15th
	Eager workers needed for Monday Madness. https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx1jlGql0U3 to come on Monday evening, November 16th from 6 - 7:30 pm to help clear the Commons and Foyer of chairs and furniture and to begin to set up for the Bazaar. Pizza will be served! Youth are welcome!
	Sign up to work a shift at the Bazaar on November 21st. Helpers will be needed as salespeople to staff Peoples’ Specialties tables,  and we need many hands for cleaning up at 3 PM. Please sign-up at the Bazaar table in the foyer or https://app.unison.io/schedules/7DS10XqD3HAzx1jlGql0U3
	Help host our guests. Many people come to our Bazaar because they like the warm and friendly people. Please greet everyone and thank our vendors, too.
	Grab lunch or coffee and pie at the Mini-café. This year we will host a mini-café for our vendors and volunteers. Please note that the mini-café is NOT open to the general public. If you have volunteered to help with the Bazaar or contributed donated items, you are welcome to purchase your lunch or a treat and grab a beverage. Food will be served cafeteria style from the Kitchen, with food to be eaten in Room 9. (And we need folks to bake brownies or pumpkin pies to be served at the mini-café: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-67211035-mini Since the mini-café will not be available to the public, please access it discreetly from the far hall to the rear of the church.
	Questions? Please check with Elijah in the church office
	Thank you for helping make this a huge success!

	Special Collection: Hope For Creation
	Sunday November 8, during the service
	Hope for Creation is a network of people of faith and conscience taking climate action and working towards a more just and resilient future in Southwest Michigan. The pillars of their work are community resilience, ecosystem resilience, and spiritual resilience. You can learn more about their work at https://www.hopeforcreation.net/


	Second Saturday Potluck and Programs
	Saturday November 14, potluck at noon, programs before and after
	As our church year begins, the Second Saturday potluck and programs continues. We will have a potluck open to all at noon in Room 19, with various programs and activities happening before and after.


	Building & Grounds Work Day
	Saturday November 14th from 10am-2pm, with a potluck lunch at noon!
	Join us for a Building & Grounds work day to take care of some larger tasks around the church and help spruce everything up! Some of the tasks on the schedule include power washing the building, window cleaning, spreading mulch, cutting down small trees/bushes (chainsaw), clearing up outside areas, and many more! Each task will be supervised by someone who has the know-how, so even if you are unsure of your skills you can still contribute constructively.
	Dress appropriately, bring work gloves and tools if you have them, and be prepared for a great opportunity to have fun, improve our facility, and build our community!


	Art Wall: Everyday Miracles
	Coming for November and December is a new Art Wall Exhibit called “Everyday Miracles“ by Martha Rosenfeld and Mary Baggerman, both wonderful fiber artists. Watch for more information and reception date in December.
	Martha Rosenfeld
	Martha uses fiber art to depict landscapes, images from nature, and surrealist ideas. The intricacy and tactile qualities of working with fiber allows her to create images with depth and texture. She thinks of it as “painting with wool.” The hooked rugs are made with wool fabric strips, and sometimes with other materials such as wool yarn, silk, nylons, and old t-shirts. The foundation fabric is linen. Each design is one of a kind, created one at a time, and based upon Martha’s own observations of the world around her.

	Mary Baggerman
	Mary is a fiber artist living in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Combining a lifelong interest in both painting and textile work, she creates art quilts and embroideries which combine aspects of both. Art quilts are often characterized by explorations of different mediums and materials, all related to fiber, which combine into new visual experiences, emphasizing the unique qualities of fiber: texture, color and pattern. Embroideries combine technique and modern aesthetics to create original pieces which echo the past but speak to the present.
	LGBTQ+ 101
	Community Feast 2026


	Library Corner
	“All the Real Indians Died Off; and 20 Other Myths about Native Americans”, by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz – 970 Du
	Unpacks many common myths and misconceptions about Native Americans including:
	“Thanksgiving Proves the Indians Welcomed Pilgrims”
	“Sports Mascots Honor Native Americans”
	“Indian Casinos Make Them All Rich”
	“Indians Are Naturally Predisposed to Alcohol”

	“The Serviceberry; Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World”, by Robin Wall Kimmerer — 581.6 Ki
	Author Elizabeth Gilbert writes, Robin Wall Kimmerer is “a great teacher, and her words are a hymn of love to the world.” This book is an antidote to the broken relationships and misguided goals of our times, and a reminder that “hoarding won’t save us, all flourishing is mutual.”
	“We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga”, by Traci Sorell — RE 975 So
	The word otsaliheliga (oh-jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah) is used by members of the Cherokee Nation to express gratitude. Beginning in the fall with the new year and ending in summer, follow a full Cherokee year of celebrations and experiences.
	“Notable Native People”, by Adrienne Keene  — 920 Ke
	An accessible and educational illustrated book profiling 50 notable American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian people. This powerful and informative collection also offers accessible primers on important Indigenous issues, from the legacy of colonialism and cultural appropriation to food sovereignty, land and water rights, and more.
	“An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States”, by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz — 970.004 Du
	With growing support for movements such as the campaign to abolish Columbus Day and replace it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day, this book is an essential resource providing historical threads that are crucial for understanding the present. Spanning more than four hundred years, Dunbar-Ortiz’s book radically reframes US history and explodes the silences that have haunted our national narrative.
	“Jingle Dance”, by Cynthia Leitich Smith — J Sm
	SJenna loves the tradition of jingle dancing that has been shared over generations in her family and intertribal community. She hopes to dance at the next powwow. But with the day quickly approaching, she has a problem—how will her dress sing if it has no jingles?
	Questions/ commentsarewelcomed. Please contact Lois Loeffler, chair of the Library Committee, at loisloeffler@gmail.com.
	Diane is on Medical Leave Starting October 12!


	Green Sanctuary Wants You!!!
	What are your passions? What are your talents? Do you have an hour or two to spare now  and then, or are you looking for something to do on a regular basis? No matter how you answer, there’s a place for you with Green Sanctuary. Our overall purpose is to encourage a sustainable lifestyle for People’s Church members as individuals and as a faith community.
	Do you like problem-solving and organizing with a small group? Consider joining the Green Sanctuary Committee (GSC). We’ve been meeting on Zoom at 4:30 pm on the third Monday of most months. The GSC is also a good place to develop ideas to recommend to the board as policies and projects.
	Are you a hands-on person? You can work on projects where Green Sanctuary and Buildings and Grounds form a team. Indoors, you can help with energy-saving projects, including replacing light fixtures, insulating walls, or planning for future HVAC needs. Outdoors, you can be part of the Rain Garden team, help control invasive species, and identify other ways to manage our grounds in a more environmentally friendly way.
	Are you a writer, a speaker, or an organizer? Your ideas and help are needed to write Green Spot articles for News & Views, provide brief updates for the Friday emails, organize speakers or films, or help with occasional Sunday services. We also maintain a display on one of the kiosks in the foyer.
	Not everything happens on church property. You can volunteer to help with the periodic roadside clean-ups we do along 10th Street as part of being good neighbors. We work with other local faith communities through Hope for Creation, and we’re part of the Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition.
	Interested? Want to know more? Corner one of us on Sunday or email Connie at conniekzoo@hotmail.com.
	Connie Ferguson, Tom Hackley, Sue Salvat, Cybelle Shattuck
	A big THANK YOU goes out to the dedicated Mighty Mower Crew who kept our lawn looking so nice and trim all Summer long. You did well!
	David G., Gary L., Greg F., Richard W., Rick J., Sharon S., Tim K.


	Solarize Kalamazoo
	November 10, 2026 at Martini’s Kzoo (832 S Westnedge Ave)
	6-7pm - Commercial/non profit/place of worship
	7-8pm - Residential
	People’s person Tom Hackley will be presenting a briefing on the church’s experience with solar!
	Solarize is a community program that provides educational resources and a group-buy discount for solar panel purchases. own your energy future!
	Event Highlights:
	Project Savings - Save money on your solar project!
	Food Provided - Treat yourself to a night out!!
	Solar Education - Come learn about solar and how to save money while securing your future
	Meet Like-minded Peers - Meets neighbors and organizations who hold the same values as you
	REGISTER: https://www.2glrea.org/events-1/solarize-kalamazoo-3
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