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May 7  The Limits of Tolerance   Rev. Rachel Lonberg 

In our April question box service, a People’s person submitted this note: ‘This isn’t 

exactly a question, but something I’ve grappled with. I always 

thought of myself as a tolerant, open-minded person, but as so 

much extreme thought/actions have occurred (infringing what I 

consider basic rights), I will not be tolerant of those. So I’ve 

come to understand my tolerance and open-mindedness definitely has limits.’ The 

service will explore the limits of tolerance. 

  

May 14  Spring Music service  

This May 14th, come and join People's Musicians for our spring 
music service, "Air." What does that mean? Come and find out!  

 

May 21  Service, Potluck, and Annual Congregational Meeting 

This Sunday will feature a short (45 minute) service which will 

include a new member celebration, followed by a potluck for our in-

person attendees. Our annual congregational meeting will begin at 

noon (both in-person and on Zoom.) Celebrate the newest People’s 

people and participate in our democracy. 

 

May 28  Memorial Day Service   Rev. Rachel Lonberg 

On our annual Memorial Day weekend service of remembrance, we will remember 

those who have died in war and military service. We will also 

honor church members and others who have died in the past 

year and the griefs that so many of us carry. (If you like a 

photo of someone you love who has died in the past year 

included in the service, please send it to Rev. Rachel at 

minister@peopleschurch.net or drop it off at the church.)  

 

Are you ready for membership? 

On May 21, we will be holding a new member welcome ritual dur-

ing our service. If you would like to learn more about membership, 

please reach out to Rev. Rachel at 269-389-9721 or minis-

ter@peopleschurch.net. Please note, People are welcome to join 

the church at any time by signing the Bond of Union. You are welcome to join the 

church without any public recognition and celebration, if that is what you prefer. 

https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
mailto:minister@peopleschurch.net
mailto:minister@peopleschurch.net
mailto:minister@peopleschurch.net
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From the Minister 

Dear ones, 

On April 3, People’s people submit-

ted questions for me to answer dur-

ing the service. Thank you so much 

for of your questions! Many of them 

will inform future services at Peo-

ple’s, including the service on May 7. 

Here are a few more answers to questions that I 

didn’t answer during the service. 

 

Are Unitarian Universalists Christians? 

Most Christians would define being Christian in be-

lieving in the divinity of Jesus, following His teach-

ings, and viewing Him as a savior. If that is our defi-

nition, most Unitarian Universalist are not Chris-
tian. Only a few People’s people are Christian. 

Some Unitarian Universalist churches are more 

Christian in faith and practice. A few UU churches 

read from the Bible and say the Lord’s Prayer every 

week. 

Unitarian Universalism traces its roots to liberal 

Protestantism – and that history informs almost 

everything we do. While our beliefs are not Chris-

tian, many of our practices are. Our Sunday ser-

vices have a structure similar to Protestant worship 

services. We meet on Sundays (rather than Friday 

midday like Muslims or Friday evening like Jews). 

Our governance and practices have roots in the 

Radical Reformation. As Unitarian Universalists, we 

are shaped by centuries of Christian practice, but 

most of us do not identify as Christian. It’s strange. 

 

What is the predominant UU view of an afterlife? 

I haven’t seen any polling, but my guess based on 

personal experience is that most Unitarian Univer-

salists believe that our individual consciousness dies 

with our bodies. The molecules that make up our 

bodies continue to cycle through plants and animals 

and minerals and air and earth for as long as exist-

ence lasts. Of course, this is not the only view held 

by Unitarian Universalists. We have among us peo-

ple who believe in heaven, people who believe in 

resurrection, people who believe in a spirit realm, 

and plenty of people who are content to let the 

mystery be and be surprised by whatever afterlife 

awaits. 

One of the ironies of all this is that the 

‘Universalist’ part of our name is rooted in a specif-

ic claim about the afterlife. The Universalist got 

their name because they believed in Universal Sal-

vation, the idea that everyone goes to heaven after 

death because God is so loving that God could not 

condemn anyone to hell for eternity. They fought 

about the mechanics of this heaven – don’t the re-

ally bad people have to suffer for a few thousand 

years before the can go to heaven? – but this belief 

in a loving God and an happy afterlife gave our tra-

dition half of its name, even if many of us do not 

share the beliefs of our religious predecessors. 

 
How do you choose the readings? 

I read a lot of poetry. I subscribe to several poem-a

-day email services (currently ‘The Slowdown’ from 

American Public Media and ‘Poem of the Day’ from 

the Poetry Foundation). I also try to read a few po-

etry collections a year. When I read poetry, I am 

always think about what might work well in a ser-

vice (is it clear enough to understand with just one 

listen? Does it have strong images and metaphors? 

Is it about a topic I could imagine preaching on?) 

When I find a good poem, I add it to a massive 

word document and add a few keywords: grief, 

flower service, interdependence. When I am plan-

ning a Sunday service, I do a keyword search in my 

documents of poems and typically find something 

that is a good fit for the service. 

I have a similar system with compelling pieces of 

prose that I come across. When I read, I’m high-

lighting e-books or using post-its to mark passages 

that might someday work in a service. I then add 

those passages to a set of files I keep on possible 

worship topics. 

Another great source is People’s people! I love it 

when you  share words that are meaningful to you 

with me. If you have a poem or short passage of 

prose that is meaningful to you that you think could 

work in a Sunday service, please send it my way. 

 

Take good care, 

Rev. Rachel 
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From the Board 
In the interest of accuracy and transparency, the Board of Trustees would like to 

clarify part of a statement that was printed in the April newsletter regarding Arti-

cle III of the Bylaws of People's Church.   We stated that "... a significant majority of 

our congregation's members voted to adopt a revised set of bylaws ...."  The statement 

in total should have read:  On February 27, 2022, during a special congregational 

meeting, over 2/3 of the members who voted supported the revised set of bylaws.  We 

apologize for the misleading use of language.  The letter with corrections can be found here: https://

docs.google.com/document/d/1eZE7ccadj6Pox5DyIMCsAM1nmb4gSX84/edit 

Save the Date! Annual Congregational Meeting  
Sunday May 21st at noon 

On Sunday May 21st, we will have a short all-ages service at People’s 

Church, followed by a potluck (in-person only, unfortunately) and our 

annual congregational meeting (in-person and online.) The agenda for 

the meeting will be distributed in early May. 

You do not need to be present to vote – all voting will happen online 

and by mail following the congregational meeting. For a refresher on 

our voting process, please attend the ‘Annual Congregational Meeting 

Process Refresher’ event online and on Zoom on April 23. 

If you are not yet a member and would like to vote at the congrega-

tional meeting, you need to sign a Bond of Union by April 8. Please 

reach out to Melissa in the church office if you are ready to become a member of People’s Church. We 

will celebrate new members on May 21st. 

Budget Briefing 
May 7, ten minutes after the service ends, in The Commons and 

livestreamed via Zoom 

This is your chance to see the first public version of the proposed budget 

for the 2023-4 church year; hear from treasurer Allan Hunt, members of 

the Board of Trustees, and Rev. Rachel about the proposed budget, ask 

questions and propose ideas. The feedback received at this meeting could 

lead the board to make changes to the budget proposed to the congrega-

tion at the annual congregational meeting on May 21. 

Child Dedication Ritual June 4 
A child dedication ritual is the special way we welcome children 

into our church community. The church community dedicates it-

self to the children and promises to support them and their par-

ents, guardians, and caregivers. We will be having a child dedica-

tion ritual as part of the Sunday Service on June 4. If you would 

like your family to participate or have questions, please contact 

Rev. Rachel at 269-389-9721 or minister@peopleschurch.net 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eZE7ccadj6Pox5DyIMCsAM1nmb4gSX84/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eZE7ccadj6Pox5DyIMCsAM1nmb4gSX84/edit
mailto:minister@peopleschurch.net
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And Now for  This  Year’s  

Nominees 
The Nominating Committee for the 2022-2023 

church year consisted of Patrick VanSlambrouck, 

Rachel Chadderdon Bair, Sandy Steele, Lois Loef-

fler, Steve Cavanaugh and Karen Friedel (Board ap-

pointed). 

 

The nominating committee developed a slate of 

candidates for the People’s Church Board of Trus-

tees and for the Nominating Committee for the 

upcoming church year! Please see below for the 

photos and bios of each candidate! 

 

Board of Trustees Nominees 
 

• Laura Bultman 

I first came to People's Church in 2017 when 

we moved to Portage from the East Coast. Be-

ing in a two-faith (at the time) household made 

Unitarian Universalism 

and People's Church a 

natural choice. Once I 

saw that there was a bell 

choir, well, I turned to 

my husband Mike and 

said "oh, we're coming 

here." And so we have. 

Aside from bells and oc-

casionally playing piano 

or ukulele for services, 

I've found a niche being 

deeply involved RE: teaching preschool, joining 

the RE committee, teaching OWL, writing cur-
riculum, and serving as Diane's assistant since 

2020 (a job I will be leaving in June). I'm also the 

co-director of Peace and Nature Camp. With 

my BA in theatre I've worked as a stage manag-

er and served on the Board of a theatre group 

in New York and, because of my masters in Li-

brary Science, I've been a children's librarian 

and later a Library Branch Manager in New Jer-

sey. I recently started a job as a Children's Li-

brarian at the Kalamazoo Central Library and 

it's been absolutely wonderful. My kids, Alex (8) 

and Catherine (6), are a joy and a blessing. In 

my spare time I crochet and weave to try to 

make a dent in my yarn stash. I am honored to 

have this opportunity to serve our beloved 

church as a board member.  

 

• Donna Kaye 

Hello - my name is Donna Kaye. I’ve been a 

member of People’s Church for about 6 or 7 

years but was  previously affiliated with Unitari-

an Universalist churches in the Chicagoland ar-

ea. I am a retired educator and taught in various 

capacities in Kalamazoo Public Schools for 33+ 

years. I currently serve as a trustee for a non-

profit here in Kalamazoo after spending 3 years 
serving as the 

treasurer of that 

board. I am cur-

rently working on 

the membership 

committee here at 

People’s Church 

and I participate in 

2 different Chalice 

Circles. I also 

work with another 

People’s retired educator tutoring the children 

of one of the Kalamazoo Afghan families - 

something I enjoy immensely! 

I came to People’s Church seeking fellowship, 

social justice, fun, and the common sense that 

our liberal faith offers. I love being part of this 

church! 

 

 

• Cindy Pietras 

Cindy moved to Kalamazoo in 2003 after accepting 

a faculty position in the Psychology Department at 

WMU.   In Kalamazoo she 

met and eventually mar-

ried Allen Webb.  They 

were married at the Kala-

mazoo Nature Center by 

People’s Church Minister 

Jill McAllister.  After a few 
years they decided that 
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they would start attending regularly and eventually 

become members of People’s Church so as to be-

come part of a community seeking peace, kindness, 

and justice in the world.  Together they have two 

daughters, Arianna and Lexie, who have enjoyed 

growing up in the RE program at People’s 

Church.  Cindy is a behavior analyst, teaches learn-

ing theory, and her current research and volunteer 

efforts have been on addressing the challenge of 

climate change.  Across the years Cindy has partici-

pated in People’s Church through Chalice Circles, 

helping organize People’s Church participation in 

Martha’s Table (a program that for several years 

provided a religious service and Sunday meal for 

those in need), and for many years teaching in the 
RE program.  Growing up in a culturally Christian 

family but acquiring a different belief system, she has 

found a spiritual home in the UU tradition.  She 

would enjoy the opportunity to serve the church on 

its Board to collaborate with other church mem-

bers to help People’s Church thrive and fulfill its 

mission.  

 

 

Nominating Committee Nominees 
 

• Robert (Bob) Friedel 

I have been at People’s Church over ten years, 

during this I have worked with many people, 

building and grounds, 

Bazaar Committee, I 

have many hours in 

the kitchen supervising 

pasty making, and pot-

lucks and all things 

food. Karen, my wife, 

is currently on the 

nominating committee 

and she thought my 

recruiting skills for 

kitchen help would be 

an asset for the com-

mittee. We came to People’s for a religious ed-

ucation for our son Joe, but stayed to further 

our commitment to liberal religion. 

•  

 

• Lori Rupe 

I consider myself to be a lifelong Unitarian Uni-

versalist, although I have attended some other 

churches during my 65 years. My earliest reli-

gious education occurred during my childhood 

in protestant churches, but by the time I was an 

adolescent we had discovered the UU church in 

my hometown near Philadelphia. Then I married 

a Baptist (what was I thinking?) and agreed that 

we would raise our child while attending a 

Christian church. 

Boy, was he sur-

prised when I took 

it a step further 
and suggested that 

our daughter at-

tend Catholic 

school. Although I 

didn’t share the 

theological beliefs 

of either of these 

church communi-

ties, I found both 

to be very wel-

coming and nur-

turing and they broadened my perspective. 

I moved from New Jersey to Indiana to attend 

Purdue University, then to California for grad 

school at UC Davis. My degrees are in Food Sci-

ence, and I spent my career working at Kel-

logg’s. I had the opportunity to work in various 

jobs including food development, capacity plan-

ning, and management of technical functions like 

statistics, chemistry and quality. But my favorite 

job was Project Management. I loved pulling to-

gether a cross-functional team, facilitating com-

munication, planning and problem-solving.  

I retired 8 years ago and now I’m “living the 

dream”. I enjoy travel, reading, and gardening. I 

participate in UU book club, film club, bell choir, 

a chalice circle, the bazaar and white elephant 

sale. I live in Battle Creek. My daughter and her 

family live nearby and I get to see my twin one-

year-old grandsons almost every day. Can’t beat 
that! 
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ISAAC Update  
Several training opportunities related to dis-

mantling white supremacy culture will be of-

fered over the rest of the year to member con-

gregations. New small groups will be formed 

for the Healing Whiteness somatic training, a 

small group experience for white ISAAC family 

members. Invitations will be sent to member 

congregations for our interested members to 

apply to participate. Several of us from Peoples 

Church have attended this training and found it 

to be a very supportive opportunity for open-

ing more deeply to noticing and dismantling our 

internalized white supremacy culture.  

ISAAC will also contract with ERACCE to offer 

additional workshops on 

Internalized Racist Superi-

ority (IRS) for white folks 

and Internalized Racist Op-

pression (IRO) for BIPOC 

folks. A few of us were able 

to participate in an earlier 

round and found it very en-

lightening and broadening of our perspectives. 

These will also be made available to more folks 

within the ISAAC member congregations. All 

these trainings can also be made available to 

our congregation as a specific cohort. Stay 

tuned.  

Staff from El Concilio provided a brief training 

to the Leadership Board to understand some of 

the scenarios currently being encountered by 

our Latinx neighbors in our community and to 

improve our capacity to support effectively. Dr. 

Regena Nelson (from the UUCC Church) was 

elected as Vice Presi-

dent of Leadership 

Development. The 

grass roots work of 

the Gun Violence Pre-

vention Task Force 

and Blocks Club is developing rapidly. Plans for 

ISAAC’s Walk/Run/Roll event are being made 

now for August. Save-the-Date details expected 

soon. 

Special Collection: El Concilio 

May 7th 
Fulfilling the Promise for All campaign 

El Concilio serves Latinx residents of Kalamazoo 
through preschool, translation services, educational 

mentoring, bilingual counseling, cultural programs and 

much much more. To keep up with the demand for 

the services they 

provide, they are 

launching a multi-

year capital cam-

paign called 

‘Fulfilling the 

Promise for All.’ 

The goals of this 

campaign is to 

expand their services at a new headquarters at 2501 

Millcork Dr (leaving the campus of St. Joseph Catholic 

Church), expand programs, and seed a small endow-

ment to ensure long-term financial sustainability. 

El Concilio has been a partner of People’s Church in 

ISAAC and in other ways. Please attend on May 7 to 

learn more about this important project. 

To learn more about El Concilio, please visit https://

elconciliokzoo.org/ 

Lincoln School’s Kid’s Closet Needs 
We have received a request from the Communities 

in Schools Kids Closet for donations of clothing and 

shoes. They need boys and girls sweaters and shoes. 

The sizes needed are boys tennis shoes are size 3, 4, 

& 5 and girls tennis shoes sizes 1, & 5. Also woman 

sweatshirts or sweaters size L & XL. If you wish to 

donate any of these 

needed items, please 

bring them to church to 

Rev. Rachel’s office.  

 
Alternately, donations of 

Walmart Gift Cards are 

very welcome so that Joseph, the CIS Lincoln 

representative, can purchase the needed clothing 

items and shoes.  

https://elconciliokzoo.org/
https://elconciliokzoo.org/
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 Wishes of the Month 
You can access the board online here: https://

padlet.com/PeoplesChurch/lvo4v0pcvh14ck70 

Remember to review ALL of the great ideas posted 

and add your name to the 

comments if you are able to 

help make the idea happen 

(or hit the heart/like button 

if you aren’t able to help but 

would like to see the idea 

come to fruition!). A num-

ber of ideas that have been posted on the board have 

already been implemented ! 

• Church T-Shirts: It's been too long since we've 

had People's church t-shirts and it's time for new 

ones!   

• Names of Rooms: I hope that we can create 

names for the rooms in the church rather than using 

just the number. It would be easier and  fun. Every-

one know the Buddha room.  

• Garden volunteer group: Many other congrega-

tions in town, and other social service orgs, have 

gardens that they grow to feed the community and 

provide green space - they need additional volun-
teer help. I know many People’s People like to gar-

den, and we don’t have good space on our lovely 

grounds for our own garden, so why not show up 

to support other gardens? Would anyone join me to 

work at the Growing Community Garden at Sunny-

side Methodist on Gull Road, or the Ministry with 

Community garden? - Rachel Bair  

Inquirers Series 
Sessions are held every other Sunday 

from 12:30-1:30pm, until May.  

Visitors, newcomers, 

members, and anyone 

who wants more infor-

mation about People’s 

Church are invited to par-

ticipate in the Inquirers 

Series. The Inquirers Se-

ries meets at 12:30pm on Sundays in Room 19. 

A light lunch will be provided and childcare is 

available with one week’s notice. 

 

The Inquirers series is nine conversations that 

offer a general introduction to our congrega-

tion and Unitarian Universalism. Each session is 

stand-alone; you are welcome to participate in 

as many as you’re able to attend and interested 

in. 

• April 30: Session 8: Membership 101 with 

Rev. Rachel 

• May 14: Session 9: Religious Education for 

Children and Youth, with Laura Bultman 

For more information about this class, or to 

request childcare, please contact Rev. Rachel 

at minister@peopleschurch.net or 269-389-

9721. It is helpful for our lunch planning if you 

register for the sessions that you plan to at-

tend here: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/508054BA9AC22A13-inquirers1 or by con-

tacting Rev. Rachel. 

Jewel Heart Instructors Present: 

SEM 

The Nature of Mind 
Tuesdays, May 9-July 18; 7-8:30pm At People’s Church 

 
Based on teachings delivered by Gelek Rimpoche on the nature of mind, 

this course addresses the relationship between energy and mind, the 

mind’s capacity for liberation and wisdom, and continuity of consciousness. 

One needn’t be Buddhist to benefit from this course. All are welcome! 

 

Free of Charge/Donations Welcome 

 

To register, email westmi@jewelheart.org or call/text 734-223-0660 

https://padlet.com/PeoplesChurch/lvo4v0pcvh14ck70
https://padlet.com/PeoplesChurch/lvo4v0pcvh14ck70
mailto:minister@peopleschurch.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-inquirers1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-inquirers1
mailto:westmi@jewelheart.org


News & Views 

By Cybelle Shattuck 

 
My New Year’s Resolution is to foster the resilience 

necessary to thrive during the life-long endeavor to 

address the world’s climate crisis. This begins with 

giving myself permission to acknowledge my grief and 

lostness over damage to the ecosystems where I feel 

most “at home.” Also, permission to feel great anger 

for the suffering of climate refugees, especially those 

who neither contributed to, nor benefited from, the 

fossil-fuel economy that has made their homes 

unlivable. 

 

 

 

Page 8 Green Spot News & Views 

ed material.  

One recent EPA focus has been on developing a 

plan for the area from the Plainwell Dam to the 

Otsego City Dam. This has resulted in the inclu-
sion of the Plainwell Paper Mill property on the 

“Superfund Redevelopment Focus List.” This rep-

resents the judgment by EPA that this site and 20 

others nationwide have significant redevelopment 

potential. Another local focus is the Allied Paper 

Landfill site where work began in June of 2021, 

and is expected to take 4 years till cleanup work 

is completed.  

For more information consult the EPA web site 

for the Kalamazoo River Superfund here: https://

cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?

id=0502325 

  Green Spot — Update on Kalamazoo River Superfund Site 

The U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA) named the 

Allied Paper, Inc./Portage 

Creek/Kalamazoo River Su-

perfund Site in 1990. This enor-

mous site includes 80 miles of 

the Kalamazoo River from Mor-

row Dam to Lake Michigan and 3 miles of Portage 

Creek between Cork Street and the Kalamazoo 

River. The river bottom and its banks were con-

taminated over the years with polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs) from manufacturing of carbon-

less copy paper along the river. PCBs are human 

carcinogens that adhere to the fatty tissue in fish 

and that accumulate over time in organisms high-
er up the food chain, including humans. Fish Con-

sumption Advisories 

were put in place in 1979 

and remain in place to-

day.  

The EPA named Georgia-

Pacific, International Pa-

per, Weyerhaeuser and 

National Cash Register as “potentially responsible 

parties” who would be responsible for helping 

fund and plan the cleanup. The Michigan Depart-

ment of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 

(EGLE, formerly DEQ) is supporting the Federal 

EPA who is the lead regulatory agency in this ef-

fort.  Remedial planning began in 1998 and has 

continued in fits and starts since that time orga-

nized around six “Operable Units” that cover the 

entire site. Innumerable public meetings to share 

proposals and gather public input have been held 

over the years.  

This is an enormous project that has been pro-

jected to require up to 20 years to complete. 

EPA, working along with EGLE, has cleaned up 

three of the six operable units, removed nearly 

470,000 cubic yards of contaminated material 

from the site, cleaned up and restored about 

twelve miles of the Kalamazoo River and river 

banks, and capped 82 acres worth of contaminat-

Shine On, Beautiful and Resilient 

People 
Thursday May 11, 8pm on Zoom 

Virtual Worship present by DRUUMM (Diverse 
and Revolutionary Unitarian Universalist Multi-

cultural Ministries) 

Shine on resilient and beautiful people with 

DRUUMM for our annual public worship featur-

ing a festival of Black and Brown joy and resili-

ence through original works of music and 

preaching. Musical director 

Amanda Thomas and guest 

minister Rev. Katie Romano 

Griffin are joined by gifted 

black and brown colleagues 

from across UU-verse to 

help bring some shine to 

your day including The Rev. 

Dr. Kristen Harper, Nasreen Khan, and Cassie 

Montenegro.  We will feature original works of 

music, prayer, and poetry. 

Want to know more? Follow this link: https://

druumm.wildapricot.org/event-5225905 Want to 

register to receive the Zoom link? Follow this 

link: https://druumm.wildapricot.org/event-

5225905/Registration 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0502325
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0502325
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0502325
https://druumm.wildapricot.org/event-5225905
https://druumm.wildapricot.org/event-5225905
https://druumm.wildapricot.org/event-5225905/Registration
https://druumm.wildapricot.org/event-5225905/Registration
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These books are among those which were used in 

the OWL program for kindergarteners and 1st 

graders.  Some feature grandparents, foster or di-

vorced parents, single parents or same gender par-

ents whereas some books which discuss emotions 

and feelings about the living situation or body image 

or gender variety.  

Adults, please check them out for use with chil-

dren or grandchildren or for your own enjoyment 

and education. 

 

 
Daddy and Papa searched 

for the woman who provid-

ed the perfect egg that 

became Xander.  Xander’s 

Story, by Alejandro Garcia-

Halenar 

 

 

 

    Different bodies have 

different parts. …Some 

babies grow into a dif-

ferent gender than the 

one that grown-ups 

called them.     Being 

You; a First Conversation 

about Gender, by Megan 

Madison 

 

  Living in a foster home 

is usually not the kid’s 
idea. It’s also not the kid’s 

fault. Many adults have 

jobs to arrange care for 

the kid. Being a kid is the 

kid’s job.  Maybe Days; a 

Book for Children in Foster 

Care, by Jennifer Wilgocki 

 

 

 
Hair. Dripping, braid-

ed, curly, straight, on 

hands and faces and 

other places. Where is 
your hair?  The Bare 

Naked Book, by Kathy 

Stinson 

 

 

 

 
Phoebe and Mama both 

love baloney rolled up in 

cream cheese.  Phoebe 

wishes she looked like 

Mama but is pleased that 

Mama’s donor lady 

liked animals.     Phoebe’s 
Family; a Story about Egg 

Donation, by Linda 

Stamm  

 

 

 
What is your body’s big-

gest organ? Everyone’s 

body has alveoli and villi. 

Over 50 flaps allow us to 

see close-up the body’s 

secrets. 

 See Inside Your Body, by 

Katie Daynes and Colin 

King. 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions/ comments are welcomed.  Please 

contact Lois Loeffler, chair of the Library 

Committee, at loisloeffler@gmail.com. 
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Earth Day Service! 
Our fabulous middle school group planned and delivered an excellent Earth Day 2023 Intergen service  

complete with enormous inflatable Earths! Based on the story of a Christmas Carol, our young leaders 

talked about Earth Day in the past, the present, and the potential futures. Thank you for your leadership! 

Special Thanks to Ari and Lexi 

Webb who sold concessions at 

the People’s Church Talent Show 

and made over $50 for the piano 

fund! Thank you, both!! 

While Diane, our Director of  

Religious Education, is on sabbatical, the RE committee and the RE  

assistant are working hard to keep our program running.  

Get in touch, volunteer, or ask us  

anything by emailing RE@peopleschurch.net 
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Afternoon Book Club 
The Afternoon Book Group will not 

meet in May. We will 

gather on June 15 to dis-

cuss Amor Towles's 

book The Lincoln Highway. 

Look for details in the 

June Newsletter. At our 

August meeting, we will 

decide what books to 

read for the 2023/24 

church year so think about what you 

want to recommend.  

JIGSAW PUZZLE EXCHANGE 
Sunday May 7th  

Like to do puzzles?  Need a new one? Join us on the first Sunday 

each month for a jigsaw puzzle exchange.  Drop off the puzzle 

you’ve done and pick up one that’s new to you! A table will be set 

up in the foyer outside of the Commons both before and after 

service! 

 

If you are new to puzzles, visit the table, and try one out (there 

might be extras!) Puzzles are great fun for everyone, good for 

cognitive skills and stress relief! Join us for lots of fun!   

 Evening Book Club 

Thursday, 5/11, 6-7:30 PM 
The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams, et 

al. will be this month's topic, reviewed by Mary 
Montgomery Clifford. Anyone is welcome to 

any meeting.  We are meeting at Lois Loeffler's 

home, near church.  For directions, call her at 

372-0038. If you have a general question or 

want to get on the email list for reminders, 

contact Pat Nelson 

(patnelson348@gmail.com) We'll be choosing 

books for next church year at a meeting this 

summer, TBA. 

Getting Good at Getting Older book study 
Tuesday April 18 1:30-3:00pm on Zoom (https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326), continuing for 

six sessions on the third Tuesday of each month 

A six-month series of the Facing Life, Facing Death group.  

 

All People’s people who are navigating the years between maturity and death 

are welcome to join this class and discussion group that will focus on the 

book Getting Good at Getting Older by Richard Siegel and Rabbi Laura Geller. 

The first session will focus on Getting Good at Gaining Wisdom, while other 

sessions will focus on relationships, generosity, and other spiritual and emo-

tional challenges of aging well. The book is rooted in Jewish tradition, but we 

will put our Unitarian Universalist spin on it. 

 

Copies of the book are available at This is a Bookstore (3019 Oakland Drive, 

Kalamazoo) at a 15% discount if you mention that you’re part of the People’s 

Church Facing Life, Facing Death group. E-books are also available from 

online retailers. If you would like to participate but purchasing the book is a hardship, please let Rev. 

Rachel know and she will purchase a copy for you. Please contact Rev. Rachel if you have any questions. 

mailto:patnelson348@gmail.com
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
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Society for History And Racial Equity  
SAVE THE DATE– 20 years of celebrating black history & 

eliminating racism  
Saturday May 20, 2023 3:00pm-6:00pm  Portage 

Zhang Senior Center—203 East Centre Ave. Portage, MI.  

 
Join us as we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of SHARE with 

an afternoon of dinner and entertainment. Featuring: Musical 

Guest Monica Padula. For more information: (269) 381-9775 

or share471a@gmail.com RSVP: https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLScVB2m_L7IiiOAPIFytASZBuEuNeYA_G31Xe5V

uPg8HDzlQYw/viewform 

Drag Me To Church: An All Ages Community Event 
A Drag Workshop and show at Unitarian Universalist Com-

munity Church. Unleash your inner drag queen at our up-

coming 101 workshop. Learn from the pros in makeup, hair 

and performance. All skill levels welcome. Join us for the 

workshop and stay for the show! Leave feeling fabulous.  

 

May 20th 2023  

Drag 101 Workshop 4pm-6pm, Drag Show: 6pm-8pm 

10441 Shaver Rd. Portage, MI 49024 

 

Board Game Night  

@People’s Church 
Bring your favorite games, or come to learn some new 

ones!  

• DATE: Saturday, May 6th , 4pm-9pm 
• KIDS: Childcare will be available so kids can have 

their own game night.  
• FOOD: Feel free to bring snacks or drinks to 

share. (100% optional - No pressure!)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVB2m_L7IiiOAPIFytASZBuEuNeYA_G31Xe5VuPg8HDzlQYw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVB2m_L7IiiOAPIFytASZBuEuNeYA_G31Xe5VuPg8HDzlQYw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVB2m_L7IiiOAPIFytASZBuEuNeYA_G31Xe5VuPg8HDzlQYw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVB2m_L7IiiOAPIFytASZBuEuNeYA_G31Xe5VuPg8HDzlQYw/viewform


 

People’s @ Kalamazoo Pride: June 3rd, 12pm-6pm 
Each year, Kalamazoo Pride brings together over 8,000 people of all ages, genders, sexual orienta-

tions, and racial identities from South-west Michigan and beyond to celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride. The 

festival at Kalamazoo’s Arcadia Creek Festival Place features show-stopping 

drag performances, incredible music, exhibitors, food, dancing, and more.  

 
This year, People’s Church is again partnering with the UU Community Church 

of Southwest Michigan to be a visible Unitarian Universalist presence at Pride. 

We need volunteers to staff our booth, wish people a happy Pride, and share 

information about People’s Church.  

 
To volunteer for a two hour shift during Pride, please visit https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-kalamazoo1. The first shift of the day will be respon-

sible for setting up the booth with materials from the church while the final shift will need to return 

materials to the church. Volunteers are encouraged to bring sun-screen, water, and a chair.  

White Elephant Sale Date Announced! 
The White Elephant Sale will take place on Saturday June 17th here at People’s 

Church!  The team will begin accepting drops offs of items on June 1st.  

 
Many more details to come! Keep an eye on church communications  for up-

dates as they become available!  

 
If you’re interested in helping to put on this event, please reach out to either 

Lori Rupe (lrupe123@sbcglobal.net) or Karen Friedel (karenbfriedel@gmail.com) 

People's Church Collects Cans & 

Bottles! 

The partner-

ship be-

tween Peo-

ple's Church 

and BLM 

Mealtrain 

Kzoo/BC 

will be ongo-

ing! Please 

help support 

their won-

derful work by bringing in your clean 

cans and bottles on or under the table 
that has been set up in the downstairs 

lobby of the church (behind the wel-

come desk). Please only drop off cans 

and bottles that are able to returned for 

their $.10 deposit.  
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA9AC22A13-kalamazoo1
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mailto:lrupe123@sbcglobal.net
mailto:karenbfriedel@gmail.com
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Study Group 
The Study Group will be meeting on Monday May 15 at 7:30, via Zoom, to discuss The 

Goodness Paradox: The Strange Relationship Between Virtue and Violence in Human Evolution, 

by Richard Wrangham. Wrangham, an anthropologist and primatologist at Harvard, fo-

cuses on explaining how human evolution led us to have great capacities for both peace-

ful coexistence and planned violence.  The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a 

wide variety of books dealing with issues in philosophy, religion, science, history, and 

current affairs.  New members are welcome! For more information, or to get the 

Zoom address for the meeting, contact Mary Lewis at magelewis@aol.com.  

New Art Wall Exhibit: Beginning April 4 through June 4, 2023 
A COLLAGE COLLABORATIVE 

Collage:  from the French term, coller, meaning “to glue or stick together”, used 

primarily in the visual arts to create a composition of lines, shapes and color.  Col-

lages may be created of various materials, and images, both borrowed and original.   

A COLLAGE COLLABORATIVE is a loosely-affiliated group of artists who have 

been exploring and experimenting with this art form.  Members have all worked in 

other media, such as hand-papermaking, painting (watercolor, acrylic, oil), surface 

decoration and mixed media.  Although digital collage is becoming popular, every 

piece in this exhibit is analog, adhering to the original definition.  Members of the 

group are Lorrie Abdo, Daisy Chisholm, Glenda Demissianos, Joan Khaled, Patsy 

Kreuzer and Sally Padley. 

Postponed: Ashes Spreading for Alan Parcells 
The ashes spreading for Alan Parcells originally scheduled for May 13 has been postponed. 

When this event is rescheduled, the details will be shared with the congregation via the 

weekly email and the newsletter. 

In Memoriam: Richard Brewer 
We celebrate the life and mourn the death of longtime People’s person Richard Brewer, 

who died on March 25. His memorial service was held on April 29 at People’s Church. You 

can read his obituary here: https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/kalamazoo/name/richard-

brewer-obituary?id=51621355  

Duo One performance 
People’s Church members Josh Holcomb and Dede Alder we be 

giving their first full performance of their folk opera Arc of Hona 

on Sunday, May 7th @ 12:30p at The Clover Room, in Kalama-

zoo. This is a full set of original music which tells their own adap-

tation of the flood myth, while exploring themes around climate 

change and personal growth. Tickets are available here: https://

www.thecloverroomkalamazoo.com/tickets-and-events  

mailto:magelewis@aol.com
https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/kalamazoo/name/richard-brewer-obituary?id=51621355
https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/kalamazoo/name/richard-brewer-obituary?id=51621355
https://www.thecloverroomkalamazoo.com/tickets-and-events
https://www.thecloverroomkalamazoo.com/tickets-and-events
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The Full Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events. 

Day Date Event Time Place 

Tuesday  May 2  
Building & Grounds 10:00am At Church 

Board Meeting 6:30pm Room 19 

Wednesday May 3 Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm Commons 

Thursday May 4 Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm Commons 

Friday  May 5 White Elephant Planning Meeting 3:30pm Room 19 

Saturday May 6 Board Game Night 4:00pm Room 19 

Sunday  May 7  

Sunday Service: The Limits of Toler-

ance 10:45am 
Commons and 

Zoom 

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap 
Before & After 

service 
Foyer 

Budget Briefing 12:15pm 
Commons and 

Zoom 

Tuesday May 9 Building & Grounds 10:00am At Church 

Wednesday  May 10 Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm Zoom 

Thursday  May 11  

Evening Book Club 6:00pm Zoom 

Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm Commons 

DRUUMM Online Worshop Service 8:00pm Zoom 

Saturday May 13 Hope for Creation event 10:00am Room 19 

Sunday  May 14  
Sunday Service: Spring Music Service 10:45am 

Commons and 

Zoom 
Inquirer’s Series: Religious Education 12:30pm Room 19 

Monday May 15 Green Sanctuary meeting 4:00pm 
Outside at church 

or Zoom 

Tuesday  

Building & Grounds 10:00am At Church 

May 16  Library Committee 10:00am At Church 

Facing Life, Facing Death 1:30pm Zoom 

Wednesday May 17 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm Commons 

RE Committee meeting 6:30pm Room 19 

Sunday May 21 
Service, Potluck, and Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting 10:45am 
Commons and 

Zoom 

Monday May 22 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Tuesday    May 23 
Building and Grounds 10:00am At Church 

Dismantling Racism Team 6:00pm Zoom 

Wednesday  May 24 
Finance Committee 2:30pm Zoom 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm Commons 

Thursday May 25 Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm Commons 

Sunday  May 28 Sunday Service: Memorial Day Service 10:45am 
Commons and 

Zoom 

Tuesday May 30 Building & Grounds 10:00am At Church 

Wednesday May 31 Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:30pm Commons 

http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events
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Check us out on the web! 

www.peopleschurch.net 

People’s Church Mission Statement 

“People’s Church: A beloved community  

embracing and serving our diverse world.” 


