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January 8  Christmas Eve Service

Rachel Lonberg

Rev.

story and hope for the rebirth of love and peace in our wo
with music, poetry, and candlelight.

January 15 Rememberlng Viola Liuzzo Rev. Rachel Lonberg
; ST V|oIa Liuzzo was a white Unitarian Universalist from Michig

AN

Vil

% \who answered the call of Martin Luther King Jr. and other c
4 rights leaders to participate in the Selma voting rights cam
in 1965. While providing transportation to marchers, she

e Jr. weekend, we will tell the story of this modern Unitarian
4 Universalist martyr.

Jasubry 22s The Miracle of the Fleece Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Buried deep in the Book of Judges in the Hebrew scriptures
i's Rev. Rachel ds favor.i [
mai nt enance hero named Gi
an obscure story featuring underwhelming miracles, which i
part of what Rev. Rachel loves about it. Join us to hear her
retell this story of a God who is with us even when we are
ridiculous.

The Notorious CBC Rev. Claudia Jiménez
Ministry on the frontier and in our denomination was
challenging enough in the 1800s.The resilience and

January 29

Crane, despite being shunned by the Boston patriarchy, ma
their ministry even more remarkable! What can we learn frg
Craneds i maginative, resi/l

energizes and deepens ministry in this time of an endemic

Rev. Claudidiménez will be preaching to us via Zoom.

'

perseverance of women ministers like Rev. Caroline Bartleft

ign

kes

m

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube

ent

pandemic when the concept of church itself is being redefiped?


https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
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Wishes of the Month

Wishes of the Month

News & Views

Wishes of the Month

| hope everyone has been enjoying the opportunfty | wish someone would start a children’s

to | ook at and add t hei
Wish Someone
Woul dé boa

Peopl eds

If you missed the an-
nouncement: Have
you ever wanted

something to happen at
introducing a new toolf
woul déd board. This is

for the church and share if you have the capacity
to help make something happen. People will share
their ideas. Once three people have said they are
willing to help make it happen, | will connect them
and help them get started.

To make this project as accessible as possible, we €r or start up a church fund to get automatic
will have this board both as a physical object in the opening doors in the front. ~ Anonymous Pos

church foyer and online https://padlet.com/
PeoplesChurch/lvo4vOpcvh14ck70

| am excited to see your ideas and to have a cen-
tral place to store them. Several times in the last
year multiple people have said they are interested
in the same project, but by the second time some-
one told me, | had forgotten who the first person
was. | hope this will allow your good ideas to
flourish and help connect people with the capaci-
ties to make it happen.

We are now announcing a NEW featured section

of the monthly newsletter: The Ideas of the 1
Month. Here, | will showcase a variety of the new
ideas posted on the 0l

board. Remember to reviewLL of the great ide-
as posted on the board and add your name to the
comments if you are able to help make the idea
happen (or hit the hear
able to help but would like to see the idea come

to fruition!).

¢hoirg \When ltwasj d.g
a kid it was called
Joyful Noise and v Ao
that's precisely N S~
what it was. | coul% g A
be a part of a team & |
to help make this
happen and | have limited musical experienc
telenb~EMikSIpsmMac hur c h?  We 8|r e
© goprdinatg anagsessment onewsagr s
a pl a ¢essibleghe chueh pudding is u|r
for those with various physi-
cal needs, and then make
changes based on the find-
ings. Above the bare minimum of
what is legally required by the
ADA. Also, coordinate a fundraig-

~—+

1 Comment on Post: An automatic front
door opener would be really nice. |
have struggled with those heavy door;
for several years, first when juggling bp-
bies and more recently with my shoul-
der and back problems. The front doo
is attended for only a brief time, and it
can be hard to squeeze past the persqgn
holding the door open if you are carry-
ing a bunch of things.The back door ig
not useful as | can't park back there,
and it doesn't feel great in general to e
relegated to using the back entrance.

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap d Susan Moerdyk

1 One person: Jen
Wi s Rocsgkpeheichase
already signed up to B§*
help make this happeigs
Can we get two more
follks éo agidiheitt o n
names and make this
wish a reality?

t /|

ne
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People's Church is now collecting cans & bottles!
We are excited to announce a new partnership between People's Church
k

and BLM Mealtrain Kzoo/B®lease help support their wonderful work by
bringing in your clean cans and bottles on or under the table that has be¢
set up in the downstairs lobby of the church (behind the welcome desk).

The Kalamazoo/Battle Creek BLM Meal Train began in the spring of 202

biggest racial justice uprisings of our lifetimes. What began in 2020 as ar
/@'\ urgent mutuadaid effort morphed into a more sustained and sustaining ne
=an.. | work of care centering food. All along they have prioritized BIPOC organ
izers and families, safety, dignity, and care.

MUUSJN Membership
December 2022 marks the 20th anniversary of Mechigan Unitarian

Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN), a statewide network of
people from 24 UU congregations and fellowshipand our activist
friends-- who are working together for justicelt's been a challeng-

ingand rewarding year for making justice happen in Michi@adick
this link:https://conta.cc/3P5izkyo learn about what this UU justice
network has accomplished during 2022ou're invited to become a

member for 2023.All contributions are tax deductible for this 501 (
3 nonprofit organization.

Information about Attending Sunday Services in Person

Peopl eds Chur c lperdorsattendance at Sunday sermiags. Wmare becoming archur:rh

that connects on Sundays in multiple waysnd we know some o T I
Peopleds people watch servic: :

What can you expect if you attend services in  -person?

If you are planning to come, but develop symptoms consistent
with COVID-19, please stay home and participate in the service
via Zoom. When you enter the church building, you will be greet-
ed by health screeners, who will remind you that we expect people to be masked for their whole

4as an effort to make sure Black organizers and families were fed during the

D

we e

time in the church building, be as vaccinated as it is possible to be, have no symptoms consistengwith

COVID-19, and tell the church if you develop COVI® within three days after attendin@if you
would like to volunteer as a health screener/greeter (NO MEDICAL EXPERIENCE
NEEDED?!), please reach out to Marti Peters -Sparling at martijpeters@yahoo.com_.)

So far, this process has gone well, with people remainingmasked for the duration of their time in
the building and no known COVID exposures. Thank you to everyone for your care for this comm
nity, your flexibility, and patience as we find new ways to be together.



mailto:martijpeters@yahoo.com
https://conta.cc/3P5izky
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ISAAC Update

News & Views

A review of | SAACOs
powerful impacts
throughout our community 4
on all issues tackled. We a
grateful for the support ang
participation "Peo
people in these endeavors and for the

opportunities ISAAC provides for us to help

build the Beloved Community.

Voter Engagement
Working with key partners El Concilio and
| 1 NAACP, ISAAC was funded and

| out the vote in communities of
color, including billboards of BIPO
leaders; deep engagement with

partners for doorto-door
canvassing; outreach to inactive voters from
these neighborhoods, and grassroots commu
forum with judicial candidates.

Preventing Gun Violence

Collaborating with community allies, ISAAC
conducted

events to

heighten

public

awareness

about local impacts of gun violence and incre
advocacy for policies and interventions to
prevent it, such as the Wear Orange Rally an
Gun Violence Resource & ResilierRellies.

Preventing Youth Violence
Summer Youth Programs
were hosted by ISAAC for
innovative neighborhoacd
based programs including
Blocks Club Youth
Ambassadors, GVI Youth

Academy and Parents United Youth

Entrepreneurs, to develop leadership and

carried out extensive efforts to get

| Edison and Northside neighborhood

w @ngagement of BIPQC2 s hows
youth.
Anti -Racism and
Affordable Housing
ISAAC members
p lcantdilaited public
comments to public
officials in Portage, Kalamazoo, surrounding
townships, and County government on matters
involving equity and
access in housing
decisions, human
resource matters, angl
racerelated
incidents Candidates for public office made
C commitments to antiracism training as part of th
ISAAC Public Meeting.

e

Special Collection: Community
hitytHomeworks Maternal Wellness and
Small Child Pilot Program
January 8, during the service

Community Homeworks provides critical home
repairs and education to low income homeowner
that allow them to be safe and warm, avoid
homelessness, and build generational wealth.
In partnership
%'éth Cradle

alamazoo (a
jrevious
special
offering recipient), Community Homeworks is
beginning a program to provide critical home repgirs
(like furnace and water heater repairs and
replacements) to households that include pregnant
people and babies. They hope to reduce infant
mortality and parental stress, which contributes t
adverse health outcomes. Please give generousl
this important effort. You can learn more about
Community Homeworks ahttps://
communityhomeworks.org/

to



https://communityhomeworks.org/
https://communityhomeworks.org/

