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January 2 “Burning the Old Year” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In this intergenerational service, we will mark the end of 2021 with rituals to
let go of what we do not want to take with us into the coming year (by burning
it up!), and to set our intentions for the year ahead. Please bring a piece of
paper, candle, empty bowl, and stone with you to online worship.
People’s people are also invited to an in-person fire on the church grounds to
burn up paper as a symbolic ending of the year at 6 p.m.
January 9
“The Faith of Humanists” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
‘The Four Faiths’ is a framework for understanding the diversity of belief
present in Unitarian Universalist congregations developed by Rev. Fred
Campbell, who was the interim minister at People’s Church in
the mid-1990s. Today, Rev. Rachel begins a worship series
focused on these four faiths, starting with humanism.
‘Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life that, without
theism or other supernatural beliefs, affirms our ability and
responsibility to lead ethical lives of fulfillment that aspire to
the greater good,’ according to the American Humanist
Association. In this service, we will celebrate humanism and
the gifts—and challenges—it provides us all as we seek to live
with integrity. Are you a humanist? Would you like to talk about in the service
(or with Rachel as she prepares this service)? Please see the note on page 4.

The rest of the January service descriptions are on page 3.

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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From the Minister

News & Views

From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
As the new year begins,
I invite you to
consider a new
volunteer role at
People’s Church.
Many People’s people
have served in
extraordinary ways over the last several years,
doing the work of the church in especially
challenging circumstances. I am so grateful to so
many of you, including our bylaws committee
and the board who carried our institution
forward. I especially want to thank the groups
that had to radically adjust their ministries and
programs for this pandemic time. This includes,
but is not limited to our musicians, our religious
education committee members and teachers,
and the Sunday services committee, among
others. Thank you! Thank you for keeping
our institution strong and our people
connected in this challenging season!
Many of these volunteers now, understandably,
want to step back. While church leaders and I
are approaching some People’s people
individually about taking on new roles in the
congregation, I also wanted to make this
broader appeal. If you are able, please consider
taking on a new role in the congregation.
We are especially in need of new people
on the finance, stewardship, social justice
coordinating, membership/connections
and Sunday services committees, and to
serve as ushers and greeters when we
have larger numbers of people attend inperson services. Most of these roles involve a
monthly meeting and some work in addition to
that meeting.
Volunteering at the church is a way to deepen
your understanding of the innerworkings of our

institution and to partner with others who
share your values. It is a chance to learn and
use your skills in a new way and see how
expertise from another part of your life might
apply in your church community. Serving is a
chance to understand your church better—
how does money work at People’s Church?
What does a person need to know to make a
good decision about joining the church? How is
worship created?—and a chance to meet other
People’s people. Sometimes, especially for
introverts, it can be easiest to get to know
someone while you are working together.
If you have the capacity for a new volunteer
role at the church, please reach out to me by
phone, email (minister@peopleschurch.net), or
text. I would love to talk to you about how
your skills and interests might best serve the
needs of our church community, share more
details about the various possibilities, and
discern together what would serve you and
the congregation best.
Wishing you a new year of service, learning,
and joy!
Rev. Rachel

New Year’s Bonfire
Sunday, January 2, 6-8 p.m.
at the fire pit on the east side
of the church building
Come greet the new year
with a bonfire! There will be
flash paper available for those
who would like to participate
in our fire service ritual.
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Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
January 16
“Remembering Bayard Rustin” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
On this Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, we will remember the life and legacy
of Bayard Rustin. Rustin was a key behind-the-scenes organizer of the Civil
Rights movement and played a key role in connecting that movement to
Gandhian nonviolence. Because of he was an openly gay man and a religious
pacifist, Rustin was rarely celebrated for his contributions to that movement.
Today, we will tell his story and consider what it might have to teach all of us.
January 23
“The Faith of Mystics”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Our series on the four faiths continues with mysticism. People who are mystics generally
root the source of their faith in the first source affirmed and promoted by UU
congregations—‘direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all
cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which
create and uphold life.’ In this service we will celebrate mysticism and the gifts—and
challenges—that it provides us all as we seek to live with integrity. Are you a mystic?
Would you like to talk about it in the service (or with Rachel as she prepares this service)?
Please see the note on page 4.
January 30 “Cultivating Embodied Resilience in Trying Times” E Simon Wolff
Join E Simon Wolff (they/them) for a somatic practice in support of meeting the emergent
needs of this moment in which we need embodied resilience for on-going pandemic stress
and trauma, and the ongoing work of resisting, dismantling, and healing from white
supremacy and all forms of systemic oppression. During this service, E will facilitate an
accessible somatic (body-based) practice to help resource our bodies, minds, and spirits
amidst this trying time. No previous experience with somatics required. Come as you are.
All bodies, identities, and life experiences welcome. Video presence welcome but not
required.
E Simon Wolff (they/them) is an antiracist white racialized, queer, nonbinary
person of the Ashkenazi Jewish diaspora living with chronic illness on
Anishinaabe land and water known to settler colonial people as Traverse City,
MI. E is a politicized somatic trauma healing practitioner trained through
Somatic Experiencing International. They are also an Ancestral Healing
Practitioner trained in the Ancestral Medicine model of lineage repair work. In
addition to working with clients 1:1, E also facilitates group praxis and education
at the intersections of somatic, ancestral, and cultural healing in service to
collective liberation. To learn more about E’s work, please visit:
elishevasimonwolff.com.
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News and Notices

Share Your Beliefs
in an Upcoming Service
In January and February, we will have a series of
Sunday services about the Four Faiths (a framework
developed by Rev. Fred Campbell who was an
interim minister at People’s Church in the mid1990s). Rev. Rachel is seeking humanists, mystics,
religious naturalists, and theists to share short
reflections about what they believe during these
services. These should be no more than 500 words
and could be recorded on video, read live, read by
someone else, or incorporated into the sermon. If
this is interesting to you, please reach out to Rev.
Rachel (minister@peopleschurch.net).
If you don’t have a clear sense of your religious
identity or none of these labels quite fit, that’s fine
too. This series can be a chance to try on a new
label (or four) and there will be other chances for
theological reflection in the coming months.

News & Views

Regathering Update
Your regathering team and other congregational
leaders are in conversation about how we might
begin to hold larger group in-person indoor
gatherings, such as Sunday services, rites of passage,
and the congregational meeting necessary to adopt
the new bylaws and affirm the work of the last two
congregational meetings held remotely. We know
that People’s Church is a highly vaccinated
community. We know that masks, distance, and
other factors decrease risk of COVID-19
transmission. We also know that it is impossible to
gather with no risk at all and that different
members of our community are managing risk
differently. We are committed to keep our services
as accessible as possible via Zoom and YouTube.
We also know that Zoom is not accessible to all
and we will work to mitigate risks as we move
forward together.
Details about regathering possibilities and plans will
be shared with the congregation in early 2022.

Book Recommendations from the UUA Bookstore
This month the Library Committee is bringing to your attention some books which have been
recommended by the UUA Bookstore with descriptions from their website. The books are available to
you in either the Kalamazoo Public Library or Portage District Library and sometimes both.
The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story
created by Nikole Hannah-Jones
The New York Times Magazine’s award-winning
"1619 Project" issue reframed our understanding of
U.S. history by placing slavery and
its continuing legacy at the center
of our national narrative. This new
book substantially expands on that
work, weaving together essays with
poems and works of fiction that
illuminate key moments of
oppression, struggle, and resistance.
This book speaks directly to our
current moment, revealing the ways that the legacy
of slavery did not end with emancipation, but
continues to shape all aspects of contemporary life
in the United States.

The Price of the Ticket by James Baldwin
An essential compendium of James Baldwin’s most
powerful nonfiction work, these prophetic essays
uncover what it means to live in a racist society
with insights that feel as fresh today as they did
over the four decades in which he
composed them. Longtime
Baldwin fans and especially those
just discovering his genius will
appreciate this essential collection
of his great nonfiction writing,
collected from 1948–1985 with
dozens of famous essays from
collections such as Notes of a
Native Son and The Fire Next Time, among others.

Continued on pages 5 & 7
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Green Spot—A New Year’s Resolution for Living with a Climate Crisis
By Cybelle Shattuck
My New Year’s Resolution is to foster the resilience
necessary to thrive during the life-long endeavor to
address the world’s climate crisis. This begins with
giving myself permission to acknowledge my grief and
lostness over damage to the ecosystems where I feel
most “at home.” Also, permission to feel great anger
for the suffering of climate refugees, especially those
who neither contributed to, nor benefited from, the
fossil-fuel economy that has made their homes
unlivable.
Second, I will craft a mental narrative of collective
efficacy by seeking out stories that nurture hope and
creativity. The media paralyzes us with stories about
catastrophes and gridlocked legislatures, creating a
climate crisis narrative in which our only options seem
to be denial or despair. But there are many other
stories that center progress and accomplishments if I
look for them! I will seek a mix of narratives about
technology change, community building and social
justice.

Technology matters, and reading Solutions journalism
helps counter the media narrative of doom. Knowing
that over 80% of the electricity installed around the
world in 2020 was clean energy gives me hope we can
mitigate carbon emissions in time to prevent
unmanageable climate disaster. But it is equally
important to learn about effective social campaigns
because climate change is a social justice issue that
intersects with poverty and power, with access to
housing, food, water, health care, education, and jobs.
There is inspiring leadership emerging from BIPOC
communities with visions of a just and sustainable
future.
Finally, I will take lessons from long-time social change
leaders who model how to be persevere by being
intentional about where they put their energy. The list
of actions I “should” take to live more lightly on the
earth is long and the number of groups asking for my
help seems endless, while my energy, time, and
financial resources are limited. I will remind myself that
there are nearly two million organizations working on
environmental and social justice issues—a glorious
interconnected web of collective effort. That means I

can choose to focus my efforts where my gifts will be
most useful, whether through academia, advocacy, or
church, and let other people with different gifts do
tasks for which I am poorly suited.
To use my resources intentionally, I will engage in
climate action through my job and a manageable
number of committees. I will support a mix of social
justice and environmental organizations, focusing on
local opportunities to build resilience in my
community. And I will help protect natural areas, the
refuges for human and other-than-human beings that
restore my mind and body and help sustain me in this
work.
So this is my Resolution for living with the climate
crisis in 2022: Acknowledge the feelings, revise the
mental narrative, be intentional with personal
resources, remember I am not alone.
What is your resolution?

Recommended by the UUA Bookstore
Diet for a Small Planet: 50th Anniversary
Edition by Frances Moore Lappé
In 1971, Diet for a Small Planet revolutionized the
meaning of our food choices and sold more than
three million copies. Now, in
a special edition for its 50th
anniversary, activist Frances
Moore Lappé goes even
deeper, showing us how plant
-centered eating can help
restore our damaged ecology,
address the climate crisis, and
move us toward real
democracy. Sharing her
personal journey and how this
revolutionary book shaped her own life, Lappé
offers a fascinating philosophy on changing
yourself—and the world—that can start with
changing the way we eat. Includes new and
updated recipes.
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Religious Education Notes

Changes in the New Year
As we move into 2022, we are making a few changes to
our RE offerings. Now that elementary aged kids are
able to get vaccinated, we will be allowing them inside
masked for the beginning of their class time together in
room 9 just inside the back door.

News & Views

All Church Bonfire Sunday, January 2nd
Middle and high school aged youth are invited to come at 5:00 for pizza with RVSP
to re@peopleschurch.net.

Everyone else is invited to come at 6:00pm
to enjoy gathering in community together
In January, the 1st-6th graders will be exploring creation around the bonfire.
stories, life and death, cooperation and reptiles. After
their opening rituals, joys & sorrows, story time and disElementary OWL Kicks Off in January
cussion, they will head outside for nature activities folWe are offering Our Whole Lives sexuality education
lowed by play time
classes for both the 1st/2nd grade and 5/6th grade classo they will still need
ses. If you have not received a paper letter in the mail
their warm winter
with details about logistics of these classes please congear. We are fortutact RE Assistant, Laura Bultman, at
nate to have Chris
RE_assist@peopleschurch.net
Measzros as our storyteller for this class
Small Group Sharing Circle for Adults
as he weaves an enSunday’s 11:00-Noon
gaging tale!
A facilitated circle designed to enrich our spiritual community. The practices of holding space and deep listening
Our preschool aged kids have not yet been approved
for the vaccine so we are working to create some wind- create mutual trust, opportunities to minister to one
another and support personal and spiritual growth
blocks on their outdoor carport classroom with additional heating sources. The preschool/kindergarten kids through bearing witness to the lives of others. Participants are welcome to join as they are able.
may be able to come inside after their class session for

playtime spread out in a few different rooms. Their classes in January
will focus on
learning about
light, animals,
families and
snow.

“Church is the place where we dress warm so
we can play outside and walk in the woods and
we learn to love the earth and to be kind.”
~ Quote by Ada, age 5

The middle school OWL class is going great with 15
youth actively participating. Facilitators and guest speakers alike have been impressed with the level of engagement and great questions these youth are asking. They
give us hope for the future.

Our high school bonfires have been a hit. The Sunday
morning class is more modesty attended but each week
the sharing is deep and meaningful. January small group
sharing topics for 9-12th graders include:
1/9 - Authenticity
1/16 - Happiness
1/23 - Resilience
1/30 - The Most Important Things
I hope to see you all church!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

After examining snowflakes and pine needles through hand
lenses, the kids worked together to build snow people and
a snow cat in the Memorial Garden during RE.
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Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Remembering Roger Greeley
By David Greenquist
I picked up the newspaper one
recent morning and was very
saddened to read about the death
of minister emeritus Roger
Greeley. I first met him when I
was a child at what was then our
church building downtown. He seemed a little
intimidating and very much stood like a general.
But as the years went by, I learned he had a
great sense of humor to match his great
character. Roger taught me how to lighten up,
and I tried to always be sure of myself like he
was.
He did amazing things, not only at People’s
Church, but in the community as well. For
example, I remember him as the only white
person who picketed a north side grocery store
that refused to hire black employees, or allow
black customers. I remember how he spoke
after a March in Bronson Park just days after
Martin Luthier King was assassinated and the
way he shouted and pounded his fist on the
podium saying how ashamed he was that racism
exists—and folks let me tell you, that drew a
tremendous round of applause.
Roger was a great influence on my life, and some
of the silliness I exhibit, I learned from him.
Except for my parents, he and his wife Kay were
my biggest role models. But the one thing I will
remember most of all (and I think I’d be remiss
if I didn’t mention this) is that in the old building
downtown, every Christmas, he’d swing down
from a third story balcony onto the stage, just
like Tarzan, dressed as Santa Claus.
As I said, he was a truly amazing guy and a great
influence on my life. He will be missed.

Memorial Open House
for John Steele
Saturday, January 15, 2022, 1-3 p.m.
Joldersma & Klein Funeral Home,
917 S Burdick Street, Kalamazoo
All are invited to this casual
gathering to celebrate John’s life
and mourn his death.

Susan Perkowski
(1951-2021)
Church member Susan Perkowski
passed away on the morning of
December 21. Memorial plans will
be announced sometime in the near
future.

UUA Book Recommendations...continued from page 4.

Unapologetic: A Black,
Queer, and Feminist
Mandate for Radical
Movements
by Charlene A. Carruthers
Drawing on Black intellectual
and grassroots organizing
traditions, Unapologetic
challenges all of us engaged in
the social justice struggle to
make the movement for Black liberation more
radical, more queer, and more feminist. This
book provides a vision for how social justice
movements can become sharper and more
effective through principled struggle, healing
justice, and leadership development. It also offers
a flexible model of what deeply effective
organizing can be, anchored in the Chicago
model of activism, which features long-term
commitment, cultural sensitivity, creative
strategizing, and multiple cross-group alliances.
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Events and Activities

News & Views

Evening Book Club

Study Group

Thursday, January 13, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Monday, January 17, 7:30 p.m.

"The Four Winds" by Kristin
Hannah will be the topic this
month, led by Emily
Bettencourt.
Anyone is welcome to any
meeting. To get on the email
list for reminders, contact Pat
Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).

Discussion Group
Saturday, January 15,
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., on Zoom
Since the 1st Saturday of the month in January
falls on New Year's Day, we will skip this
meeting.
On the 3rd Saturday, 1/15
(10:30-12:00), Bob Swicker
will lead a discussion on the
12/6/21 Atlantic Magazine
article, "Trump's Next Coup
Has Already Begun".
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
archive/2022/01/january-6-insurrection-trumpcoup-2024-election/620843/
Note: if you don't have a subscription to
"The Atlantic" it usually allows access to a few
online articles per month. Alternatively,
the magazine is owned by most libraries.
Anyone is welcome to attend any meeting.
To join the email list, to receive any
recommended background readings and/or
a Zoom invite, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com)

The Study Group will be meeting on Monday,
January 17, 2022 at 7:30, via
Zoom, to discuss the recent
Time magazine article about the
Kalamazoo Foundation for
Excellence. We will be joined
by Rev. Rachel, who serves on
the Board of the Kalamazoo
Foundation for Excellence.
In addition to the Time
magazine article, the discussion
will include a few other selected readings.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a
wide variety of (usually) books dealing with issues
in philosophy, religion, science, history, and
current affairs. New members are welcome! For
more information, or to get the Zoom address
for the meeting, and access to the background
articles, contact Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org.

Afternoon Book Club
Thursday, January 20, 2:30 - 4:00 p.m.
on Zoom
"Inland" by Téa Obreht will be
the topic of January's discussion.
At this time, the group can
welcome up to 3 additional
participants. You can see the
schedule for this church year on
the church main webpage, under
"announcements".
If you have any questions and/or for
reminders/Zoom invites, contact Marj
Lightner (marjlightner56@gmail.com).

Volume 83, Issue 5

Page 9

ReligiousCalendar
Educations Notes

Day

Date

Event

Time

Place

Saturday

January 1

New Year’s Day

Sunday

January 2

Sunday Service: “Burning the Old Year”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Small Group Sharing Circle for Adults
Pizza for youth (please RSVP)
New Year’s Bonfire

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

11:00a.m.
5:00p.m.
6:00-8:00p.m.

Room 12
Meet at church
Fire pit behind church

Monday

January 3

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Meeting

3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Tuesday

January 4

Building & Grounds
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Wednesday

January 5

Bell Choir

5:30p.m.

Room 12

Thursday

January 6

Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Sunday

January 9

Sunday Service: “The Faith of Humanists”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Small Group Sharing Circle for Adults
Antiracism Discussion Group

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

11:00a.m.
1:00p.m.

Room 12
Contact Carolyn Heineman

Monday

January 10

Regathering Team

7:00p.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

January 11

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

January 12

Bell Choir
Religious Education Toy Cleaning
Membership/Connections Committee

5:30p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Meet at church
Contact Office for mtg. ID

Thursday

January 13

Evening Book Club
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Contact Pat N. for Mtg. ID
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Saturday

January 15

Discussion Group
John Steele Memorial Open House

10:30a.m.
1:00-3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716
Joldersma & Klein

Sunday

January 16

Sunday Service: “Remembering Bayard Rustin”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Small Group Sharing Circle for Adults

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

11:00a.m.

Room 12

Monday

January 17

Study Group

7:30p.m.

Contact Tim B. for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

January 18

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

January 19

Bell Choir
Religious Education Committee

5:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 12
Room 19

Thursday

January 20

Afternoon Book Club
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal
Committee on Ministry

2:30p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Contact Marj L. for Mtg. ID
Room 19
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Sunday

January 23

Sunday Service: “The Faith of Mystics”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

January 24

February Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

January 25

Building & Grounds
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Meeting ID: 985 4649 8359

Wednesday

January 26

Film Discussion
Bell Choir

3:00p.m.
5:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716
Room 12

Thursday

January 27

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Sunday

January 30

Sunday Service: “Cultivating Embodied Resilience
in Trying Times” E Simon Wolff

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

Volume 83, Issue 5

Page 10

People’s Church
News & Views
1758 N. 10th St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

