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December 5 “Healthy Conflict” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
What if conflict and disagreement could be a source of learning and growth?
What practices might we need to turn people we perceive as enemies into
allies (at least some of the time)? Rev. Rachel will reflect on how we might
coexist—and flourish—with people with whom we share differences that
can’t—or won’t—be reconciled.
December 12
“Music Service” People’s Singers & Musicians
Join us on December 12 for our winter music service. Come sing
along and enjoy beautiful and inspirational music performed by
People's musicians and more.

December 19, 10:45 a.m., In-Person, Outdoor, Intergenerational
Service with Rev. Rachel Lonberg and Diane Melvin
Come celebrate the Solstice! Rev. Rachel and Director of Education Diane
Melvin will tell the story of ‘A Visit to Mother Winter.’ We will be outside for
the entirety of the service—please dress accordingly.
December 19, 11:00 a.m., Zoom Service with Rev. Colleen Squires
Join All Souls Community Church of West Michigan for their Sunday
Service. The excellent Rev. Colleen Squires will be leading this
service. Please note the later start time and the different Zoom link:
http://zoom.us/j/646141671. The password is ‘Chalice.’

The service descriptions for December 24 & 26 are on pages 2 & 3.

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
When I was a child,
I loved the Choose Your
Own Adventure series of
books. In these books,
every few pages, you
were faced with a choice.
Do you turn left or right
at the crossroads? Do you try to talk to the
scary monster or run and hide? When you made
a choice, you would turn to the page specified
to see what happens and, after a few pages, face
another choice. (Or, if you were me, you’d look
for the ending you want and then reverse
engineer all the choices it would take to end up
there.)
Sometimes we get to choose our own
adventure and sometimes our choices are made
for us. As we face December still unable to
safely worship all together indoors (though with
the advent of vaccinations for younger children,
I hope that our COVIDActNow score might
drop before too long and allow us more people
in the building), there will be a few worship

services ahead that will offer you the chance to
choose your own adventure. Do you want to
gather with others for an in-person, outdoor
service or be on Zoom? Either way, we will
meet your need. We are offering this
opportunity to choose the worship experience
that is best for you on December 19 and
Christmas Eve. Please see the service
descriptions for more details.
For me—and perhaps for you—there is
something demoralizing about entering our
second pandemic Christmas/Solstice/Yule
season. I am sad that we won’t be singing
‘Peace, Peace / Silent Night’ and passing candles
indoors on December 24. While most of us
who are eligible are vaccinated, we are still
navigating risk with a necessary, but exhausting,
vigilance. I hope that even in the midst of the
challenges of this moment you are able to find
joy in the music, foods, and other traditions
that are available and accessible to you this
year.
Take good care,
Rev. Rachel

Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
December 26 “Christmas Favorites”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
What if you opened a Christmas present and what you
found inside was a hymn, a story, or a joys and
sorrows ritual? That will happen on this Sunday when
we share some new and old favorite Christmas music
and stories. If you want to open a present as part of
this service (and either pre-record yourself or do it
live on Zoom) please reach out to Rev. Rachel. To give
our tech team a break and because there is not
religious education classes this week, this service will
be exclusively on Zoom.

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, December 21,
1:30-3:00 p.m.
This month, Rev. Rachel will be
leading a session on planning your
own memorial service. All People’s
Church adults are welcome to
attend.
Zoom link: https://uuma.zoom.us/
j/98546498359
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Christmas Eve Services—Friday, December 24, 7:00 p.m.
We have two service options, both at 7 p.m.
In-Person, Outdoors: Join us for an outdoor service with music and firelight.
This will be short—to keep everyone from freezing—and meaningful.
Zoom: Join us for a rebroadcast of the Christmas Eve collaborative service shared
by six congregations last year. There will be beautiful music, poetry, and candlelight.

Board of Trustees Identify Goals
The 2021-22 Board of Trustees has identified that the
focus of their work for this year is moving us forward
in cultivating a culture that promotes equity and
consciously dismantles racism. The path to this result
is through the ways that People’s Church designs and
implements its programs and business practices. As a
foundation for this work, the Board has engaged in
conversation about the history of the commitment to
internal transformation of our organization back to
2010, the results of the Widening our Welcome
project of 2018, the Anti-Racism Rubric for UU
Congregations v2.8.11.21, and the proposed bylaws.
As a result of three months of conversation, the
Board has identified the following goals for our work
with the congregation:


Growing our partnerships and solidarity
with the community.



Practicing difficult conversations in
healthy and productive ways.



Revising People’s written policies that
guide decision making.

The Board recognizes that both synergy and tension
exist between personal transformation and the work
of transforming the church as an institution. We aim
to do both concurrently and with continuous learning
for improvement.

Update from the Bylaws
Committee
The Bylaws
Committee has
completed its draft
of proposed
revisions to the Bylaws of People’s
Church. The proposed draft will be
posted on the church website where
you will find the 2010 current
document, the proposed revised
document, and the “side by side”
version to compare the two. The
Board of Trustees will announce when
plans for a special congregational
meeting to vote on the proposed
Bylaws is scheduled sometime in 2022.

Finance Committee
Looking for New Members
The Finance Committee is looking for a
couple of new
members. Background
in business, accounting,
or finance is helpful but
not required. Please
contact John Steele if interested,
jrsteele@live.com.
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Asylum Seekers Resettlement
As a result of the tremendous generosity in October,
our congregation collected and donated over $4,600
to support the two Resettlement Agencies—Bethany
Christian Services and Samaritas (Lutheran Services)
that are providing casework for three months to the
Afghan Asylum Seekers that are arriving now. Each
agency received $2,300 to support those refugee
families that do not have co-sponsor teams.
Going forward, People’s Church, along with the
Congregation of Moses and Temple B’nai Israel, will be
doing extensive fundraising for the families our
Interfaith Team will be co-sponsoring. We ask for
your continued generosity to help these specific
families. The money we raise to help them get settled
and on good footing, will really be essential. Without
our financial support, anything they need will be taken
out of their “Welcome Money” which really needs to
be used for their rent. And that money needs to last
them as long as possible—maybe 5-6 months if they
don’t dip into it for other expenses.
It is important to note that we don’t give the money
we raise for their support directly to the families. The
money we raise will be spent by our team to purchase
things that they need, such as new mattresses and box
springs (new is required because of the issue with
possible bedbugs!), groceries until their food stamp
account can be established, and a myriad of other
expenses that come up as they get settled. Our team
will utilize many free clothing distributions sites and
other donations of items that they will need. But that
will not cover the bulk of their needs at first. Please
consider continuing your financial support by making
a donation to our Afghan families that the Interfaith
Team is supporting through our co-sponsorships.
Please also spread the word to others in our
community that want to donate to help the families
we are co-sponsoring. Checks should be sent to
People’s Church at 1758 N. 10 th Street, Kalamazoo, MI
49009. Or donations can be made at
http://www.tinyurl.com/givetopeoples

December 12th Special Collection

The upcoming Special Collection will be held on
December 12th for Ministry with Community.
Ministry with Community is one of our traditional
yearly recipients. “Empowering people to make
positive life changes”, Ministry with Community is
open 365 days a year. The COVID-19 pandemic has
changed daily life for all of us in many ways. Despite
needing to make many changes to keep everyone as
safe as possible, Ministry with Community continues
to be open and adapting to this new way of life,
seven days a week. Our own Kelly Henderson,
Executive Director of Ministry with Community will
speak briefly via Zoom during our Sunday Service.

ISAAC

Rev. Dr. Michael Eric Dyson was the very dynamic
keynote speaker at ISAAC’s Virtual Banquet held on
November 11th. Dr. Dyson is a Georgetown
University sociology professor, an ordained clergy
member, a New York Times contributing opinion
writer, and a contributing editor of The New
Republic and of ESPN’s The Undefeated website. His
most recent book is Entertaining Race: Performing
Blackness In America. His 2017 book Tears We Cannot
Stop: A Sermon to White America was an instant New
York Times bestseller.

Many People’s people attended the Zoom event,
and in addition to hearing Dr. Dyson’s keynote
address, also got to view the awards portion of the
evening where awards were given by ISAAC to
individuals for outstanding service in a host of
categories.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the first
Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom.
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Green Spot—An Update on the Net Zero Project
In 2019 the Green Sanctuary Committee spawned a
project aimed at getting People’s Church to net zero
carbon emissions by the year 2030. Since that time a
lot has been done towards the goal, and a lot still
remains if we are to achieve it. Here’s the status.

offered the best possibility for a good return on
investment. So, in April 2021, with the volunteer labor
of the Building and Grounds team, they began the
process of adding furring strips—two layers of rigid
insulation panels and drywall to the inside of selected
walls. The new walls have an R-value of about 23¼ vs.
the old walls with an R-value of 3¼! We calculate that
Lighting
this will save the church about $3-4 per year for each
After an energy audit by Consumer’s Energy in 2017,
the Building and Grounds crew began replacing lighting linear foot of wall insulated. So far the team has
completed insulating rooms #2, #4, #5, #8, and #10.
throughout the church with LED bulbs. As of now,
most of our lighting, with a few exceptions such as the We hope to complete five or six more rooms this
stage lighting, consists of this high efficiency alternative. fiscal year.
Also, some switches have been replaced with motion
detectors to reduce their “on” time.
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
As a result of our affiliations with the Kalamazoo
Climate Crisis Coalition and Hope for Creation, we learned
Solar Panels
of a grant opportunity from Consumer’s Energy to
In the summer of 2019 we learned through our
install 2 EV charging stations on the
affiliation with Hope for Creation of an opportunity to
church grounds. We applied and were
install a solar photovoltaic array on the roof of the
awarded the last of these grants in
church addition with no upfront cost to the church.
June, and the chargers are now installed
The system was put in place with support from the
and operational in the back parking lot.
Finance Committee and the Board in the spring of
We think this will serve as a stimulus
2020, and began producing electricity on June 2, 2020.
to our congregation to look at EVs for
In the first year of operation we produced more than
their personal transportation, and as a
40% of an equivalent, pre-pandemic period electric
model for the community to help move
usage with the sun’s energy.
us toward a lower carbon future.
We partnered with the Kalamazoo
Efficiency Improvements to the Heating
Electric Vehicle Association to hold an EV Car Show at
System
the church at the end of July.
In late 2019 we began making low-cost upgrades to
the hot water boiler and heat distribution system in
The Future
the original building. These improvements included
The wall and window insulation will take until 2023-24
insulating the water distribution pipes and upgrading
to complete. We will be able to gradually convert the
the distribution pumps. Because the church has been
heating source to mini-split heat pumps whenever all
left mostly unused since March 2020, it is hard to
the rooms on a complete loop of the hot water system
know for sure how much difference these changes
are insulated (there are 4 such loops serving the
have made in our gas and electric usage, but for the
short time after they were put in place and before the original portion of our building). Adding more
shutdown we were able to see a measurable reduction insulation to the roofs will be phased in as they reach
the point of needing to be re-surfaced. We hope to be
in our utilities consumption. The Net Zero Task
Force has found a few other energy wasting items that able to install metal roofing also as this happens, as a
preliminary step to adding more solar panels in the
have been corrected as well.
future. The hot water, gas-fired boiler will be phased
out when heat pumps have been installed for all the
Insulation Upgrades
original building. And when the heating/cooling system
The team consulted with experts, researched
for the addition nears the end of its life, the plan is to
possibilities, performed calculations, and tested
replace it with an all-electric alternative. At that point
options in two rooms of the church. The conclusion
the church will be free of direct burning of fossil fuels.
was that the mostly uninsulated walls and windows
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The Times They Are A-Changing
The availability of vaccines for kids over five years old is
an exciting development. Recognizing that it will take
time for the elementary-aged kids to become fully vaccinated with both doses, we hope to begin 2022 by
offering some activity options inside the church.
We’ll finish out 2021 with those under 12 in our outdoor classrooms.
Our new outdoor
gas heaters and
pavilion should both
be in place this
month.
The kids are enjoying the interactive
stories, fun handson activities and
time to explore in
the woods each
week together.
After so much isolation from community the past year,
having the opportunity to play and interact with one another in nature has been a great blessing for all involved.

How do we as a church community best support our
families during these
difficult times? How do
we engage our youth
and provide opportunities for meaningful connections?
The pandemic has
changed the playing
field and what worked
before is no longer
relevant. We in RE are
trying to adapt and be responsive to needs as we become aware of them.
Feel free to contact me to share your perspectives of
how we can best minister to your family at this time.
What do you want and need from People’s Church?
How can we best serve and support you?
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

News & Views

Mindfulness Meditation Group

1st and 3rd Thursdays - 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Room 19 and on Zoom
All are invited to participate in this
circle designed to deepen connections and provide opportunities to
practice mindfulness and meditation
together.
We begin each session with 10 minutes of silent meditation to center ourselves. After an opening reading, we
take turns checking in and sharing what is true for each
of us. We conclude with another meditation session and
closing words.
Recognizing that
life is precious and
impermanent, we
aspire to be fully
mindful in our daily
lives. We gather to
remind each other
of the importance of practicing right perspective and
mindfulness to more skillfully respond to the circumstances of our lives as they unfold.
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84377653719?
pwd=dEp5Q0VydWkrcVlyMXRob0toZk1OZz09

Questions? Contact Diane Melvin at
re@peopleschurch.net.

Chalice Circle for Adults during RE
Wondering what to do while your children and youth
are enjoying their RE class until you can attend church in
person again? Head to Room 12 to participate in a Chalice Circle for adults to deepen connections with one
another from 11:00-Noon on Sunday mornings.

Meet and connect with other parents and adults indoors
and masked in a room with a portable box filter fan.
Embrace the opportunity to meet new people and deepen your connections with one another. The combination
of deep listening and personal sharing provide openings
for witnessing and truth telling, both of which can enrich
our lives in meaningful ways.
Questions? Contact Donna McClurkan or Diane Melvin
at re@peopleschurch.net.
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Roger E. Greeley (1923-2021)
Roger Elting Greeley, a
true character, came close
to his desire to live to 100,
dying October 28, 2021 in
Marquette, Michigan, at
age 98. He was born
September 16, 1923 at
home in Madison,
Wisconsin, to Floretta
Elmore Greeley and Dr.
Hugh Payne Greeley. He
was the youngest of 5 children. A class clown
and natural leader, Rog was a disinterested
student. Despite having a photographic memory,
he barely graduated from high school, before
beginning an acting internship at Ivoryton
Theatre in Connecticut. Returning to Madison,
he became a welder in a busy defense factory,
but soon enlisted in the U.S. Marines, offering to
take the place of a fellow welder with three
children, who had been drafted. Rog shipped off
to Iwo Jima, a member of the Fifth Amphibious
Corps, serving as a member of the military
police. After nearly four years overseas, he
returned to the U.S. in January of 1946, settling
in Boston. Thanks to the GI Bill, Rog earned
bachelors and masters degrees from Boston
University, and worked part time at the gourmet
provision shop, SS Pierce. There, he met
Katherine Purcell, a Boston native who would
become his only true love and wife of 70 years.
The young couple had their first official date on
her 18th birthday in 1946, at a Red Sox game.
They were married in 1949. With a teaching
certificate in hand, Rog and Kay moved to Battle
Creek, Michigan in 1951. Rog taught history at
Battle Creek High School. Influenced by his first
cousin, Rev. Dana McLean Greeley, a Unitarian
Universalist minister, Rog considered Divinity
School. His interest in oration and ministry was
recognized in 1957, when he was called to full
time ministry by the congregation of the

People’s Church in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Thus
began an amazing and inspiring 28 year tenure
at People’s, a Unitarian Universalist Church
founded in 1886. The church grew
considerably under his leadership; his
accomplishments were many, including starting
the first senior center in Michigan; community
theatre productions, summer family camp
outs, Friday Night Family Movie Theatre.
Perhaps his Christmas services were the most
memorable, when he swung down from the
third balcony on a rope (Swinging Santa.)
The kids loved it and so did he. Civil Rights,
the separation of church and state, and family
planning were significant public policy
interests, leading Rog to serve on local Boards
of NAACP, ACLU, and Planned Parenthood.
He and Kay marched on Washington with Dr.
Martin Luther King in
August 1963. He also
toured the U.S. for
several years recreating
the orations of Robert
Ingersoll, accompanied
by his beloved friend
and co-creator, the late
Floyd Smith of
Kalamazoo. Rog was a
published author, which
included TJ Day by Day,
the sayings of Thomas
Jefferson; several
volumes on the life and work of Colonel
Ingersoll; and Don’t Touch Your Toes,
a fitness book co-written with Dr.
Constantine Nicholas. Rog and Kay loved life
and each other. They loved concerts, plays,
movies, golf, friends, breakfast out, cruises,
sports, and Chicago weekends. They also
dearly loved their three children, Bethany
Greeley of Georgia, Timothy (Janet) Greeley
Article continued on page 8.
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Evening Book Club

Film Discussion

Thursday, December 9, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 15, 3-4:30 p.m.

"TransAtlantic" by Colum McCann will be
discussed on December 9; led by Ann
Terwilliger.
For the months of December and
January, the meeting will be on
Zoom. We hope to return to inperson meetings in Room 19 at
church as of February, continuing
on the 2nd Thursday of the
month, 6-7:30 p.m.
The complete schedule of books for this
church year can be found on the church
website's main page, under "announcements".
For a Zoom invite and/or any questions
contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).

Discussion Group
1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month,
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., on Zoom
December 4: Lobbying, led by Jeannine
Willacker
December 18: National Popular Vote, and
the upcoming Michigan referendum, led
by Pat Nelson
Topics are suggested by
participants with input
from the group. Anyone
is welcome to any
meeting.
To get on the email list to received
recommended background resources (usually
a few popular media articles) and/or a Zoom
invite, please contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).

If you are interested in
participating in the film discussion
on zoom this month, you can
submit your vote, by 12/1, among
these suggestions.
Doubt (2008)
The Visitor (2008)
Fences (2016)
Preferably, vote #1, #2 and #3 and send to
Lori Rupe (lrupe123@sbcglobal.net), who will
lead this discussion.
Roger Greeley Obituary...continued from page 7

of Marquette, Will (Mary) Greeley of Midland,
as well as their six grandchildren and seven greatgrandchildren, Elliot (Ali) Kaiman of Connecticut,
Emily (Brandon) Haugh of Minnesota, Theodore
(Erika) Greeley of Marquette, Patrick (Amy)
Greeley of Marquette, Nathan (Emily) Greeley
of E. Lansing, Matthew (Alyssa) Greeley of
Wisconsin; great-grandchildren Malcolm and
Otto Kaiman, Lucy and Grady Haugh, Virginia
and Finton Greeley, and Adalind Greeley.
Kay proceeded him in death, October 2019,
an event Roger chose not to recover from.
The couple always ended their letters and cards,
“Enjoy!”, and often quoted Ingersoll, “The time
to be happy is now, the place to be happy is here,
the way to be happy is to make others so.”
They also lived it.
His family would like to thank the staff of Mill
Creek Assisted Living and Lake Superior Hospice
for their compassionate care. A private family
ceremony is planned. In lieu of flowers, friends
are invited to donate to the Marine Corps
Veterans Association. Fassbender Swanson
Hansen Funeral and Cremation Services is serving
the family, where condolences may be expressed
online at fassbenderswansonhansen.com.
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Time

Place

Membership/Connections Committee

4:30p.m.

Meet at church

December 2

Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Saturday

December 4

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716

Sunday

December 5

Sunday Service: “Healthy Conflict”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Chalice Circle for RE Parents

11:00a.m.

Room 12

Monday

December 6

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Meeting

3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Tuesday

December 7

Building & Grounds
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Thursday

December 9

Evening Book Club
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Contact Pat N. for Zoom ID
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Sunday

December 12

Sunday Service: “Music Service”
Special Collection for Ministry with Community

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Antiracism Discussion Group

11:00a.m.
1:00p.m.

Room 12
Contact Carolyn Heineman

Chalice Circle for RE Parents
Monday

December 13

January Newsletter Deadline
Green Sanctuary Committee

12:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Contact Connie F. for ID

Tuesday

December 14

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

December 15

Film Discussion
Religious Education Committee

3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716
Room 19

Thursday

December 16

Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal
Committee on Ministry

6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Room 19
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Saturday

December 18

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716

Sunday

December 19

Outdoor Intergenerational Service
with Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Zoom Service with Rev. Colleen Squires

10:45a.m.

People’s Church grounds

Chalice Circle for RE Parents

11:00a.m.
11:00a.m.

Meeting ID: 646 141 671
Room 12

Tuesday

December 21

Building & Grounds
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Meeting ID: 985 4649 8359

Wednesday

December 22

Finance Committee

3:00p.m.

TBD

Thu.-Sun.

Dec. 23-Jan. 2

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Friday

December 24

Outdoor Christmas Eve Service
Zoom Christmas Eve Service

7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

People’s Church grounds
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Saturday

December 25

Christmas

Sunday

December 26

Zoom Sunday Service: “Christmas Favorites”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

No RE Classes today
Tuesday

December 28

Building & Grounds

Friday

December 31

New Year’s Eve

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

