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All of these services will be live on Zoom at 10:45 a.m. with in-person attendance
available to adults bringing children to the church building to participate religious
education classes. When the COVID Act Now risk level for Kalamazoo County drops
to ‘high’ or lower, we will expand in-person attendance to more people. Please check
emails from the church for the latest information.

Zoom: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326
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November 7 “A Church that Survives and Thrives: Part Two”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg and Laura MacLellan
Last month, we had a service focused on the challenges that
People’s Church has faced and survived. There were too many
stories to fit in one service, so we added another. This service
will mostly focus on events before the living memory of our
current membership. If you have a story about People’s Church
that you’d like to share, please reach out to Rev. Rachel.
November 14
“Paying Attention” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
During her sabbatical, Rev. Rachel tried to cultivate a practice of attention—
trying to be just where she is and notice what is happening around her. In this
service, Rev. Rachel will reflect on the gifts that practice brought her and how
she is trying to cultivate some of those practices now that she has returned to
work.
November 21 “A Celebration of Cozy” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
On this Sunday, People’s people are invited to wear their
coziest sweater and have a favorite warm beverage nearby (if
they are joining us from home; we still aren’t having food or
drink in person) or do whatever helps them feel their coziest as
they join in a worship devoted to all things cozy and
comforting. We’ll explore the Danish concept of hygge and why
sometimes we need to, in the words of poet Mary Oliver, ‘let
the soft animal of [our] body love what it loves.’

9
The service description for November 28 is on page 2.

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
November 28
“Worthy Now”
Church of the Larger Fellowship Ministry Team
The Church of the Larger Fellowship is the largest Unitarian Universalist congregation, devoted to
serving those who cannot participate in brick-and-mortar congregations because of geography or
other barriers. One of their most important ministries is the Worthy Now ministry to incarcerated
Unitarian Universalists. In this service, leaders of the CLF, as well as incarcerated Unitarian
Universalists, will offer music and reflections exploring what it means to live out our commitment
to ‘the inherent worth and dignity of every person’ in the context of mass incarceration.

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Opportunity to Help Support and Resettle
an Afghan Family

willing to volunteer their time in serving on the
various sub-committees.

Plans are in the works to set up a Resettlement Team
similar to the team that was established in 2016 when
our church co-sponsored the Altyara family from
Syria. This new team will include members of People’s
Church, members of the Congregation of Moses and
members of the Temple B’Nai Israel, and any
members from the community at large who wish to
join us. We are welcoming of anybody who is
interested and willing to volunteer to help!

There will be an Informational Meeting on
Sunday, November 7th at 7:00 on Zoom.
The meeting can be accessed at the following
link: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
Or by calling 1-646-876-9923 and entering
the code 552 766 7326 at the listed time.

Over 150 Afghan refugees will be arriving to the
Kalamazoo area in the next few weeks and months.
The Afghan refugees will be arriving having been
vaccinated for COVID, except for children under 12.
Our team will be co-sponsoring with Samaritas,
one of two agencies in Southwest Michigan that is
contracted to resettle refugees. Our October special
collection was held to benefit these two agencies.

SUB-COMMITTEES VOLUNTEER
COORDINATOR POSITIONS

Our new Resettlement Team needs volunteers.
It takes a lot of man power to successfully so-sponsor
a refugee family! We need both coordinator/leaders
of subcommittees listed below and people who are

If you are interested in learning more about
volunteering, please contact Ann Feldmeier at
annfeldmeier2018@gmail.com or 269-720-1649.
We will also be doing fundraising to support our
co-sponsorship efforts. We were able to raise over
$10,000 in 2016 and hope to achieve that amount
as we take on resettling an Afghan family. Please
consider making a financial donation. Donations can
be sent to the church office with Afghan
Resettlement in the memo line. An online donation
button will be available on People’s Church website
as well.

1. Financial Coordinator
1. Pre-arrival – Help raise funds.
2. After arrival – Help to ensure economic selfsufficiency.
3. Set up bank accounts, help with getting
internet, electricity and heat, water, garbage
service, setup, etc.
This article is continued on page 4.
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November Special Collection:
Unitarian Universalist Trauma Response Ministry
Sunday, November 14
The Unitarian Universalist Trauma Response Ministry provides timely, multilevel,
culturally sensitive spiritual care to survivors of mass disasters and other critical
incidents that may lead to significant trauma. We provide resources including the
deployment of critical incident stress management (CISM) teams to assist
congregations and the communities they work within in the wake of mass
disaster and other significant critical incidents.
The UUTRM is an organization independent of the UUA that provides services free of charge to
congregations in times of crisis. They were of tremendous support to People’s Church leaders a
few months ago in the wake of an arrest and a death by suicide among our members. Now, we can
pay forward their generosity with their expertise to help their work continue.

ISAAC Update
ISAAC Virtual Banquet November 11th

ISAAC Antiracism Task Force Report

Please register now at https://isaackalamazoo.org/
to attend the ISAAC
Virtual Banquet to be held
Thursday, November 11th
at 6 p.m. on Facebook and
YouTube Live. Rev. Dr.
Michael Eric Dyson, author
of the NY Times bestseller
Tears We Cannot Stop:
A Sermon to White
America will be our muchanticipated speaker. Annual
awards will be presented,
and local musician Brooke Edwards will perform.
People’s Church is a sponsor of this event and
several of our members serve on current task
forces. Please attend with us and be uplifted in
this inspiring gathering with our Beloved
Community.

Members of the Antiracism Task Force are
participating with partner organizations (NAACP,
El Concilio, Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation
—TRHT) and leaders from the Black, Indigenous,
People of Color—BIPOC community and advocating
vigorously with the Kalamazoo County
Apportionment Commission for an equitable
map to be adopted in the redistricting process
for the county. Despite strong community voice,
the Apportionment Commission has submitted a
map that reduces the number of districts to 9,
making current diversity in representation on the
County Commission harder to achieve in the
next 10 years. Advocates have called for the map
to be withdrawn and for a map submitted by the
community to be considered. See the ISAAC
Facebook page to view recording of the
community forum held October 12 th and for
updates.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the first
Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom.
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Report on Fall Outdoor Bazaar
Congratulations and appreciation to EVERYONE
who helped make our experimental Fine Arts &
Bazaar Fall Outdoor Sale such a success. The
beautiful weather and our expansive setup on the
parking lots provided a safe and lovely setting for
community to gather, support local artists, and
enjoy many fabulous People’s Specialties.

News & Views

Afghan Volunteer Positions...continued from Page 2

2. Housing Coordinator
1. Assist to find housing.
2. Collect Welcome Pack items (household
goods, clothing & groceries).
3. Arrange for all items that will be needed to
set up a home to be collected, purchased
or donated.
3. Social Coordinator – position filled
1. Arrange occasional meals, visits and other
food and fun activities.
2. Interact with the family to expose them to
community activities.
4. Medical Coordinator
1. Arrange and coordinate medical and dental
appointments.
2. Log appointments on form provided.

Special thanks to the thoughtful and creative work
of the organizing committee, ambitious publicity
team, friendly welcoming teams who effectively
implemented the mask mandate and spotted for
parking, energetic set-up and clean-up teams,
dependable shuttle drivers, capable cashiers, dream
team leaders for People’s Specialties, all the
generous and talented contributors of delectable
specialty foods and beautiful handmade crafts,
artists, and shoppers!
Together, we succeeded in maintaining the identify
of our Bazaar with the public, bringing community
together safely and joyfully, supporting local artists,
and supporting our church budget with a profit of
nearly $2,500 (and that is without the café, White
Elephant, or pasties, and about half the usual artist
count). Well done!
There is a team forming to consider an outdoor
White Elephant sale in late spring. If interested in
helping, contact Rochelle Habeck Hunt at
habeck@chartermi.net.

5. Transportation Coordinator – position
filled
1. Arrange transportation for various needs,
especially during the first month after
arrival and then as needed for 3-4 months.
6. Education Coordinator
1. Help to enroll children in school and adults
in ESL classes within 30 days after arrival.
Then, support and monitor progress.
7. ESL Coordinator – position filled
1. Help adult refugees learn English.
8. Job Coordinator
1. Network within church and the community
for job leads.
2. Assist with job interviews.
3. Communicate with Job Developer.

Please contact Ann Feldmeieir at
annfeldmeier2018@gmail.com or 269-720-1649
if you are considering volunteering for any of the
coordinator/leader positions and she will be able to
answer any questions and provide additional
information.
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Report on Lincoln School
Thanks to the generosity
of People's People we
were able to send $977 to
Lincoln School to help
teachers and staff with
purchasing much needed
items for the 2021-2022
school year. We were fortunate to meet
Lincoln School's new principal, Mr. Andrick
and hear from him about Lincoln School at our
morning outdoor service on September 19th.
There is a great need for tutors. If you have
some time to volunteer please contact Jeme
Baker at jemaileen@yahoo.com.

Member Directory Available
For those who don’t know, People’s Church
keeps a directory of its member and friends
with their contact information. If you’d like
an updated copy, or would like to know
how to access the directory on the
password protected part of the church
website, please contact the church office at
375-3262 or office@peopleschurch.net.
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Green Spot
Cool Congregations
Thanks to Cybelle Shattuck, we were
introduced to Cool Congregations, a program
of Interfaith Power and Light, which rewards
congregations for becoming carbon emission
responsible. Their Challenge rewards
congregations for reducing their carbon
footprints and for encouraging their members
and community to do the same.
Many of you might have noticed changes to our
building. We’ve installed solar panels on the
roof, we’re in the process of insulating the
classrooms and offices, we’ve installed motion
detector lights in the hallway, we’ve switched
to LED lights and we installed a two-lead
Electric Vehicle Level 2 charger in the upper
parking lot. What you don’t see, is the
insulation around our water lines, the new
venting in The Commons, and the
improvements to our hot water and HVAC
systems. With all of these changes, we will be
applying for the Blue Medallion Certification
(20% CO reduction) this year.

Church Office Closed
The church office will be closed on
Thursday, November 25 for
Thanksgiving.

We are still in the process of insulating the
classrooms and offices, so if you would like to
help, contact Tom Hackley. Also if you have
additional suggestions on how to reduce our
emissions, the Green Sanctuary Committee
would love to hear from you!
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We are All Connected
Each Sunday morning when the
elementary aged children gather
together outside the church for
their religious education class,
opportunities abound for deeper
connections between one another and with the earth.

News & Views

New Chalice Circle for Adults during RE
Wondering what to do while your children and youth
are enjoying their RE class? Drop off the kids and head
to Room 12 to participate in a Chalice Circle for adults
from 11:00 a.m.-12 p.m. on Sundays.

Meet and connect with other parents and adults indoors
and masked in a room with a box filter fan. Embrace the
opportunity to meet new people and deepen your conOur kids are hearing an engaging nections with one another. The combination of deep
story each week containing mes- listening and personal sharing provide openings for bearsages about values such as persis- ing witness and truth telling, both of which can enrich
tence, courage, humility and kindness. Discussions help our lives in meaningful ways.
to bring these themes to the forefront. Most importantly, after circling together under the manta ray tent, the
Questions? Contact Donna McClurkan or Diane Melvin
rest of the time together takes place outside on our
at re@peopleschurch.net.
beautiful grounds. Through hands-on experiential activities from Keepers of the Earth, our kids are not only
learning more about environmental science, they are
also building and/or deepening their personal relationship with nature.
As we continue living within this pandemic, the stresses
continue to affect all of us in various ways, no matter
our age. Having the opportunity for kids to be able to
gather together with their peers and loving adults building community in ways that are safe and meaningful can
offer an antidote to some of that stress. The benefits are
multiplied when taking place outside in nature.
Time in nature is a balm for my soul. It is where I go
when I’m in need of solace and renewal. It is in the forest where I most feel connected with something larger
than myself. It is where I am best able to transcend the
challenges of the moment and gather greater perspective
on my feelings and my life.
I hope all who participate also experience this depth of
connection.
We are all adapting to new and different ways of gathering, learning, growing and sharing together. This winter
it’s important to remember the old naturalists adage,
“There’s no such thing as bad weather, just bad clothes.”
Be sure and dress for the weather wearing lots of layers!
I hope to see you soon!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

Preschool/Kindergarten and 1st-6th grade outdoor RE classes
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Study Group
Monday, November 29, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting on Monday
November 29 at 7:30, via Zoom, to
discuss the book "The Tyranny of
Merit: What's Become of the
Common Good?". This book, by
Harvard political philosopher
Michael Sandel, argues that we need
to critically examine our attitudes
towards success and failure that have
too frequently been used to justify
inequality and undermine social solidarity.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a wide
variety of books dealing with issues in philosophy,
religion, science, history, and current affairs. New
members are welcome! For more information, or
to get the Zoom address for the meeting, contact
Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org.

Mindfulness Meditation Group
1st & 3rd Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Come participate in this group designed to
share our wisdom about how to keep our
mindfulness
and
meditation
practices in
the
forefront to
help us
remain fully
present in
each moment of our lives. All fully vaccinated
people are invited to join us in meeting in Room
19 in-person. We may also stream this gathering
over Zoom. Questions? contact Diane Melvin
at re@peopleschurch.net.

Sheri Notten
It is with heavy hearts
that we announce that
longtime member Sheri
Notten passed away on
the morning of October
20 due to a variety of
health challenges including COVID-19.
A celebration of her life will be held at a
yet to be determined date. Mark is not in
need of any meals, and would prefer not
to receive phone calls or emails at this
time, but would welcome cards at his
home address.
Mark Notten
18893 Warner Road
Decatur MI 49045

Church to Hire Part-Time
Custodian
People's Church is
looking to hire a
custodian to work parttime on Sunday mornings
and Sunday afternoons.
If you know anyone who
might be a good fit for
this job, please contact
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
at minister@peopleschurch.net.
For more details about the job and a list
of qualifications required, please see the
position description at:
http://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/
uploads/2021/08/Peoples-ChurchCustodian-Position-Description.pdf

Events and Activities
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Evening Book Club

News & Views

Film Discussion

Thursday, November 11, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, November 17, 3-4:30 p.m.

"Life After Life" by Kate Atkinson will be the
topic of our Thursday,
November 11 discussion, led by
Nancy Stern.

If you would like to participate in the film
discussion this month, feel free to submit a
vote (preferably ranked #1, #2, #3) by
November 10, among the suggestions below
to Pat Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com)

Those who are fully vaccinated,
and are generally following
CDC Guidelines for this area
(as of this writing, wear masks
in indoor public areas, etc.) can
meet in person, Room 19 at
church. Others can join via Zoom. Contact
Pat Nelson at patnelson348@gmail.com for an
invitation, or for more information.
The schedule of books for the remainder of
this church year is on the People's Church
main website page under "announcements".

Discussion Group
Organizational Meeting
1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month,
10:30-12, currently on Zoom
Nov. 6: Based on "On Tyranny:
Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth
Century", by Timothy Snyder.
Led by Gail Nelson.
Nov. 20: Climate Change/
particularly referring to Thor
Hanson's book "Hurricane Lizards
and Plastic Squid" which talks about
the interconnected web and how
one change affects multiple species.
Led by Nicky Leigh.
To get on the email list to receive
recommended background readings (usually a
few popular media articles) and/or a Zoom
invite, contact Pat Nelson at patnelson@btcbci.com.

Jojo Rabbit (2019)
Dough (2016)
Spotlight (2015)

Participants take turns making suggestions
and we discuss the one which gains the
highest vote count.

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, November 23, 1:30 p.m.
The Facing Life, Facing Death group meets on
the fourth Tuesday of the month from 1:303:00 p.m. over Zoom. Rev. Rachel leads the
group in exploring death and dying through
personal reflection, sociological information,
articles, and conversation. This class is open
to all People’s Church adults.

Car for Sale
2011 Nissan Versa with manual transmission.
4-door sedan with 103,000 miles. Asking
$4,000 or best offer. Needs to be sold by
early November.
Contact Dana Kubinski at
danakubinski@gmail.com
if interested.

ReligiousCalendar
Educations Notes
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Time

Place

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Meeting

3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

November 2

Building & Grounds
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Wednesday

November 3

Membership/Connections Committee

4:30p.m.

Meet at church

Thursday

November 4

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182
Room 19
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Saturday

November 6

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716

Sunday

November 7

Sunday Service: “A Church that Survives and
Thrives: Part Two” Rev. Rachel Lonberg and
Laura MacLellan

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Afghan Resettlement Informational Meeting

11:00a.m.
12:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Contact Rev. Rachel for link
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Chalice Circle for RE Parents
Sunday Services Committee
Tuesday

November 9

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Thursday

November 11

ISAAC Virtual Banquet
Evening Book Club

6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Facebook Live & YouTube
Room 19 (and Zoom)

Sunday

November 14

Sunday Service: “Paying Attention”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Special Collection for Unitarian Universalist Trauma
Response Ministry

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Antiracism Discussion Group

11:00a.m.
1:00p.m.

Room 12
Contact Carolyn Heineman

Chalice Circle for RE Parents
Monday

November 15

December Newsletter Deadline
Green Sanctuary Committee

12:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Contact Connie F. for ID

Tuesday

November 16

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

November 17

Film Discussion
Religious Education Committee

3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716
Room 19

Thursday

November 18

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182
Room 19
Meeting ID: 991 1122 5182

Saturday

November 20

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 860 6956 0716

Sunday

November 21

Sunday Service: “A Celebration of Cozy” Rev.
Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Chalice Circle for RE Parents

11:00a.m.

Room 12

Tuesday

November 23

Building & Grounds
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Contact Rev. Rachel for link

Wednesday

November 24

Finance Committee

3:00p.m.

TBD

Thursday

November 25

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED—Happy Thanksgiving!

Sunday

November 28

Sunday Service: “Worthy Now” Church of the
Larger Fellowship Ministry Team

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Chalice Circle for RE Parents

11:00a.m.

Room 12

Monday

November 29

Study Group

7:30p.m.

Contact Tim B. for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

November 30

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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People’s Church
News & Views
1758 N. 10th St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

