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People’s Church
Open House

September 5 “Adjusting to the Pandemic: The Friendship Village
Experience” Bob Davis, Martha Beverly, Joanne Dodson & Friends
At our last summer service, People’s people will share their reflections on how
COVID impacted them, and what activities have brought them enjoyment and
hope. This service will take place over Zoom at 10:45 a.m.

From September 12 to October 3, we will be offering two services each Sunday—
an in-person outdoor service on the church grounds at 10:45 a.m. and a Zoom service
at 7 p.m. The two services will focus on the same theme, but will engage it in different
ways. The in-person service will include more rituals and movement; the Zoom service
will include poetry, preaching, and meditative practices. You can read more about these
two service options in the minister’s column on page 2.
September 12 “Peace Like a River: Water Service” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In this service, we will gather waters together—literally and metaphorically—
and gather ourselves together—physically and virtually—for the beginning of our
program year.

If you are attending the in-person service, please bring a small amount of
water from a place that is meaningful to you. If you are attending the
Zoom service, please have water with you as you connect to Zoom. There
will be a small sprinkler to play in at our outdoor service. If you think you
(or someone in your family) might get wet, please bring a change of clothes.

September 19 “Moving through Hard Emotions” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
The pandemic season has been challenging. Many of us have felt more sadness,
rage, frustration, fear, and despair than usual. In this service, we will see the gifts
of these hard emotions and explore ways to express them, ground them, and
move through them.
September 26 “(Re)Connections” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
For many of us, the pandemic brought a loss of connections. In this service, we
will explore ways to connect and reconnect with each other and the sources of
meaning and strength available to us all.

9
Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube

Page 2

From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear ones,
Halfway through my time in
seminary, I had an interview
with a committee of the
Unitarian Universalist
Association to assess if
I was on the right track in
my ministerial preparations
and to offer
recommendations for coursework and other skillbuilding as I continued my ministerial formation.
One of the recommendations that they gave me was
to take a class in improv theater. I dutifully signed up
for beginners class and enjoyed the challenge of it,
even though my stomach was in knots before every
session.
Over this pandemic season, I’ve been thinking a lot
about the lessons I learned in that improv class—
trust the people around you, say yes to others’ ideas
and build on them, adjust to what is happening,
don’t think too far ahead. Those lessons have
become relevant to ministry—and life in general—
in ways that that UUA committee never could have
anticipated.
This brings me to our latest People’s Church
improvisation: beginning on September 12, we will
have a month of two services on Sunday—one
outdoor service, one service on Zoom. This is our
attempt to meet the varying, conflicting needs of
People’s people as best as we can right now.
Both of the services will focus on similar themes,
but they will have very different formats. Here’s
what you can you expect from these services:
The outdoor service will be at 10:45 a.m. on
Sundays. We will gather under the new tent on the
east side of the church building. (One of our children
dubbed it ‘The Manta Ray,’ which I love.) We will be
together for about 20 minutes of music, a chalice
lighting and opening words. Then we will invite the
group to move across the grounds to engage in
various stations at their own pace. There will be
storytellers, joys and sorrows, rituals of grief and
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celebration, crafts, and more. These services are
for all ages and we will be limiting risks as best we
can to keep each other safe. Everyone over age
2 who attends the outdoor services needs to
be masked. There will be no food or drink.
(Please caffeinate yourself appropriately
before you arrive!) There will be no
congregational singing (though you can hum
quietly). The building will only be available
for brief visits to the bathroom. Dress for
the weather. If the weather is terrible, the
service will be cancelled. Bring a lawn chair,
if you are able. These are a lot of restrictions—
and given the surge of cases in our community,
they are necessary to keep each other safe.
The Zoom service will be at 7 p.m. on
Sundays. It will be a more contemplative
service with poetry, meditative practices,
and preaching. You will likely see the return of
some of the best music and meditations that
People’s people have created over the past 18
months.

I am looking forward to being with you at one or
both of these services!
Please know that this is a temporary plan.
Having two very different services each week is a
short term strategy for meeting as many divergent
needs as possible. It is not a “new normal.” I hope
that by mid-October it will be safe enough to have
a limited attendance indoor service that is
simultaneously livestreamed on Zoom. Your
regathering team and I will be following the data
and the science as we decide our best next steps.
This is an experiment; I welcome your
feedback. Please drop me a note if there are
elements off these services that are meaningful to
you, don’t work for you, or if you have ideas for
what’s next. I hope that in these improvisations we
might discover some practices that we want to
carry forward.
See you at church, online or in person,
one way or another,
Rev. Rachel
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Help Make the Outdoor Services Happen
There are several ways to help make our outdoor Sunday services a success:


Be a station host - Guide People’s people through a ritual/activity
station during the service. This role could range from leading a joys and
sorrows ritual to being present at a table where people are coloring.



Bring items to break - We are searching for plates, mugs, and
other ceramic items to break and fabric to tear as part of rituals
of rage and mourning. If you have unused items that you could give to this effort, we would
appreciate it. (Obviously they will be broken and won’t be returned to you.)

If you can help in either of these ways, please be in touch with Rev. Rachel at
minister@peopleschurch.net.

Saturday, September 25th, 10:00a.m.-3:00p.m.
Please help get the word out to all your
contacts— friends, family, neighbors, colleagues,
and community networks. People’s Church will be
holding a smaller but safe Bazaar OUTDOORS on
Saturday, September 25th from 10 – 3 in our
parking lots. Masks required. An electronic version
of our flier will be available soon and emailed to all
who receive the weekly update.
If you don’t receive the update and want to help
publicize the event by emailing the flier to your
networks, please send your email address to Chris
at the church office at office@peopleschurch.net.
As soon as the event is posted on the church
Facebook page, we hope you will like the post and
share the event with others on your social media.
People’s Specialties will be the focus for our
congregation’s contributions this year. Your
homemade specialties are needed—jams, sauces,
cookies, candies, breads, and crafts are all

requested. Please sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ba9ac22a13peoples to let us know what you will be
providing and how much. Preferably, items will
have a label with ingredients, and be priced and
packaged for sale. Drop-off will be Friday,
September 24th from 4-7pm and on
Saturday morning 25th before 9am. We are
not planning to sell frozen items or pasties this
year due to the event being outdoors and us not
having an easy way to keep items cold. Do you
have a canopy or large tent that you could loan
for the Bazaar Day? Please let Lori Rupe know as
these will help shelter our workers and goods
from sun or light rain. Questions? Contact Lori
at Lrupe123@sbcglobal.net, or Donna
McClurkan.

...Article continued on page 5
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
SJCC Meeting Time
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee met
during the last week of August via Zoom to begin
planning for the upcoming church year as we
continue to navigate COVID mitigation. The
committee will be meeting on the 1st Mondays
of the month at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom this fall.
We may resume in-person meetings in the new
year—to be determined as the situation unfolds.
Anyone who is interested in attending our
meetings is welcome. Contact Ann Feldmeier at
feldtrow@aol.com to receive a Zoom invitation.

please click the Donate Button on the church’s
homepage and enter your donation in the box
marked ‘Special Collections’. Teachers will have
very different needs this year and whatever we
donate will help them to alleviate some of that
stress and burden. But there will likely be other
needs that will be communicated to you as they
arise.

Special Collection for Lincoln School
Sunday, September 26th
Like much else in the world
around us—we don't know
what things will look like for
Lincoln School this year.
At the time of this writing
Kalamazoo Public Schools are
set to open with in-person
learning for those students who opt for that
format. Students will have a choice to be all
virtual or in-person.

Please contact me at Jemaileen@yahoo.com
if you are interested in tutoring this year.

There will be a need for help for Lincoln students
and staff. Like last year, we don't know yet what
all those needs might entail. It could be for inperson or online tutoring, or needing to do a
collection drive for school supplies, snack/food
supplements for families. These are just a few
things they may need.

People’s Church will still have its annual start of
the year collection for Lincoln, as we do every
fall. This year the Sunday Special Collection to
benefit Lincoln falls on September 26th, but
donations can be made anytime during the month
of September. Donations can be made by sending
a check to the church—be sure to mention in the
memo line that it is intended for Lincoln School.
If you prefer to make your donation online,

Thank you for all the generosity of time, talent
and treasure! People’s Church has always been
willing to share with the students and staff at
Lincoln.

Thank you,
Jeme Baker
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Your Help Is Requested to
Review Proposed Changes
to People’s Bylaws
The Bylaws Committee is ready
to present its recommended
revision of the church bylaws
for your review, questions and
suggestions!
You can find the proposed revisions in text and
video presentations at a link on the church website:
http://peopleschurch.net/proposed-bylaws-2021/
You have several opportunities to interact with
committee members to understand the basis for
the recommended changes and to provide your
feedback.
 Attend an in-person listening session (weather

permitting) after the Sunday Service on
September 26th or October 3rd.
 Attend a Zoom listening session on October
1, 4:00-5:30 p.m., October 4, 3:00-4:30
p.m., or October 6, 6:30-8:00. We kindly
request you RSVP, as a session will be held
only if participants have signed up. RSVP to
bylaws@peopleschurch.net.
 Email or call committee member Bob Hardin
with comments and questions at:
bylaws@peopleschurch.net.

NOTE: Please view the videos and read the written
information on the website prior to attending a
listening session. Come prepared to share your
supports, concerns and rationale. We will be happy
to provide accessibility assistance for printed
materials and church access to view the web-based
videos.
Members will vote on the proposed bylaws at a
special congregational meeting to be scheduled in
fall of 2021.
—Brian Lewis, Shari Harris, Denise Hartsough, and
Carolyn Heineman for the Bylaws Committee
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Outdoor Bazaar...continued from page 3

NO White Elephant or Café will be held at
this event, to reduce exposure and volunteer
burden. This will greatly reduce the number of
volunteers needed for the event and enhance
safety and social distancing. Please hold on to your
White Elephant items for a separate spring event.
We hope to identify a room for storing them
over winter if you are running out of space.
Volunteers will be needed to help distribute flyers
the week before, for a setup crew that Saturday
morning, for shifts to staff People’s Specialties, for
shifts to welcome and direct traffic (including
diplomatically sharing mask requirement), shifts to
drive two cars for shuttle service for our people
to off-site parking, a clean-up crew to take down
tables, etc. A link to sign up on Sign-Up Genius
will be forthcoming. With far fewer volunteers
needed to run the event, please plan to shop
instead!
Artists and vendors will handle their own sales at
their booths this year. There will be fewer than
usual, given the circumstances, but we have a
fabulous group lined up: David Smallcombe and
Meg Tang with fine metals jewelry and Linda Kekic
with fused glass, Todd Beck’s turned wood and
decorated pyrography, Billie Gunderson’s quilting,
Sara Johnson’s didgeridoos and small crafted
critters, Felix Ruiz with woven clothing from
Ecuador, Becki Moffett-Moore with her clay
pottery, popular Kalamazoo Candle Company and
Ms. Charlotte with her sewn apron and other
creations.
There is a short window to prepare and publicize,
so everyone’s help is needed and appreciated.
Continuing the community nature of this work we
do together in a challenging time, safely, is our
aim.
Thank you! Questions? Contact Rochelle at
habeck@chartermi.net
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Tentative Fall Plans

We are living in the midst of such uncertain times.
Uncertainty tends to stir up anxiety and fear in many
people. It makes it harder to navigate the difficult decisions we face with skillfulness and compassion.

All ages intergenerational outdoor Sunday services will
occur from September 12th through October 3rd. Fun
interactive stations for all ages will be available for individuals and family units to enjoy together while masked.

Do we go out or stay home? In what situations should
we mask or not? Do we send our kids to school or not?
How we mitigate safety risks and still live our lives?
How do we manage anxiety and fear without letting it
consume us?

Our religious education curriculum for children and
youth will begin on Sunday, October 10th; at least that is
our plan at this time. We plan to have all of our programming take place outdoors though kids can go inside,
masked, to use the restroom when needed.

As Gandalf wisely said to Frodo in the mines of Moria
when he lamented that he wished none of this had happened, “So do all who live to see to such times, but that
is not for [us] to decide; all we have to decide is what to
do with the time that is given to us.”

Nursery - After inquiring in various ways this summer,
I am still unclear what to do about offering nursery care
so that remains undecided at this point.
Preschool/Kindergarten - Natural Wonders nature
explorations out of doors
1st-6th Grades - Keepers of the Earth nature explorations with native American stories
7-8th Grades - Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education
9-12th Grades - Great class doing something fun!

I am setting the intention to notice my reactions to the
fear and uncertainty with curiosity and compassion.
As I try to make plans for our children and youth this
year with so many unknowns, I am striving to transform
this challenge into opportunities to deepen into my
spiritual practice of dancing lightly with uncertainty.
So far I’ve decided on three plans for our teens, all of
which have changed for various reasons. For someone
who always has curriculum plans set six to eight months
in advance, this is definitely providing opportunities to
repeatedly practice letting go of all my plans. It’s also
helping me examine my attachments and increase my
capacity for flexibility. I’m trying to shift my perspective
so I can seize it as an opportunity to stretch and grow.
Meanwhile as we approach September, we still haven’t
finalized plans for our high school youth other than that
there will be many opportunities for connections and
community and it will most certainly be fabulous!
Our hope is that all those over the age of 12 who are
able will be vaccinated for COVID to mitigate the risks
of gathering together. And we plan to conduct everything we can outside to further mitigate the risks of
virus transmission.
I think that the most important thing we can do in these
difficult times is to be kind to one another. Life is hard
enough as it is. How can we offer grace to someone
else today?
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

Thank You to all the Amazing Volunteers
who helped assemble our new outdoor equipment!
We now have a new Gaga pit, Ninja line, playground
structure, recycled rubber playground mulch, basketball
hoop and “Manta Ray” tent structure to gather under.
Our aspiration is to welcome our kids, youth and families back to church with new outdoor opportunities to
gather together to renew connections while mitigating
health risks! The RE Committee and I are grateful for all
those who helped make our dreams a reality!
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Church to Hire Part-Time Custodian

People’s Church Open House
Saturday, September 11, 2-5pm
If you feel safe, you are invited to come
to the church building to reconnect with
this place and other People’s people.
There will be a scavenger hunt to
highlight the improvements to our
building and grounds over the last year
and a half.

People's Church is looking to hire a custodian to
work part-time on Sunday
mornings and Sunday
afternoons. To apply for this
position, please submit a resume
or work history and three
references to
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
at minister@peopleschurch.net.
For more details about the job and a list of
qualifications required, please see the position
description at: http://peopleschurch.net/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08/Peoples-ChurchCustodian-Position-Description.pdf

Chalice Circles

The Building and Grounds, Memorial
Garden, Green Sanctuary, and RE
Committees and other volunteers have
all been hard at work making our church
building and grounds more accessible,
more welcoming, more beautiful, and
more sustainable.

There will also be a chance to register
children and youth for religious
education at this open house.
Everyone must remain masked at
all times at this event.

These monthly circles contain 6-12 people and
are designed to establish and/or deepen
relationships. Each meeting is
focused on a theme or topic
(such as forgiveness,
compassion, love, grief, etc.).
Participants enjoy a few readings
on the subject and then have
uninterrupted time to share
their personal thoughts and
feelings on that topic and deep listening to
others.
Most current groups are still meeting on
Zoom. This could change if/when group
members are comfortable with meeting in
person again. You are invited to 'add in' to an
ongoing group, or go on a waiting list for a new
group to be started as soon as there are
enough interested participants. If you wish to
experience the many benefits that come from
deepening connections, please contact Pat
Nelson for more information at
patnelson348@gmail.com.

Page 8

Events and Activities

News & Views

Mindfulness Meditation Class

Evening Book Club
Thursday, September 9, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

1st & 3rd Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Newcomers are welcome to attend. If you
would like to be responsible for reviewing a book
for the upcoming year, bring a few suggestions
with some background information and reviews
on each. Or, you could just provide input on
other choices presented.

All are welcome to participate in this group
designed to share our wisdom about how to keep
our mindfulness and
meditation practices in
the forefront to help
us remain fully present
in each moment of our
lives. All fully
vaccinated people are
invited to join us in meeting outdoors and in
person at this time. Questions? contact Diane
Melvin at re@peopleschurch.net

To be added to the email list, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).

Discussion Group
Organizational Meeting

This month we will be choosing
books for the upcoming year.
We'll decide the week before if we
will meet in person (probably
outdoors) or on Zoom.

Saturday, September 4, 10:30-noon

Film Discussion
4th Wednesdays, 3-4:30 p.m.
We continue to choose movies on a
month-to-month basis. Members take
turns suggesting 3 films, others vote;
highest vote-getter becomes the
choice of the month.
If you are interested in being added to the email
list, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).

For anyone interested in
reviewing our process/making
any suggestions for change,
please plan to Zoom at this
upcoming meeting.
The group has been meeting, via Zoom, 1st & 3rd
Saturdays of the month, 10:30-12. Topics are
suggested by participants, usually with a
recommendation for a few popular media readings.
For an invitation, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com).

Study Group
Monday, September 20, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting
on Monday, September 20, at 7:30p.m.
in Room 18 at church to discuss the book
"We're Still Here: Pain and Politics in the
Heart of America". This book by sociologist
Jennifer Silva presents in-depth personal
stories of diverse residents of rural central
Pennsylvania, in a community that feels left
behind by today's America.

The Study Group meets monthly to
discuss a wide variety of books dealing
with issues in philosophy, religion,
science, history, and current affairs.
New members are welcome! For more
information, contact Tim Bartik at
bartik@upjohn.org.

Volume 83, Issue 1
Day

Date

Wednesday

September 1

Thursday

ReligiousCalendar
Educations Notes
Event

Page 9

Time

Place

Membership/Connections Committee

4:30p.m.

Meet outside at church

September 2

Mindfulness Meditation

6:30p.m.

Meet outside at church

Saturday

September 4

Discussion Group Organizational Meeting

10:30a.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

September 5

Summer Service: “Adjusting to the Pandemic: The 10:45a.m.
Friendship Village Experience” Bob Davis, Martha Beverly, Joanne Dodson & Friends

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Tuesday

September 7

Building & Grounds
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
TBD

Wednesday

September 8

Bazaar Meeting

6:00p.m.

Church parking lot

Thursday

September 9

Evening Book Club

6:00 p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Saturday

September 11

People’s Church Open House

2:00-5:00p.m.

Meet outside at church

Sunday

September 12

In-Person Water Service: “Peace Like a River”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Antiracism Discussion Group
Sunday Service on Zoom

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet outside behind church
Contact Carolyn Heineman
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

September 13

Regathering Team

7:00p.m.

TBD

Tuesday

September 14

Building & Grounds
Bylaws Committee Meeting

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Room 19 (or Zoom)

Wednesday

September 15

Committee on Ministry

7:00p.m.

Zoom

Thursday

September 16

Mindfulness Meditation Class

6:30p.m.

Meet outside at church

Saturday

September 18

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

September 19

In-Person Service: “Moving through Hard
Emotions” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Sunday Service on Zoom

10:45a.m.

Meet outside behind church

7:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

September 20

October Newsletter Deadline
Green Sanctuary Committee
Study Group

12:00p.m.
TBD
7:30p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Contact C. Ferguson for info
Room 18

Tuesday

September 21

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Wednesday

September 22

Film Discussion
Finance Committee

3:00p.m.
3:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID
Zoom

Friday

September 24

People’s Specialties Drop-off

4:00-7:00p.m.

People’s Church

Saturday

September 25

People’s Specialties Drop-off
Before 9:00a.m.
People’s Church Fine Arts & Bazaar Fall Outdoor 10:00a.m.-3:00p.m.
Sale

People’s Church
Church parking lot

Sunday

September 26

Informational Meeting on Bylaws
In-Person Service: “(Re)Connections”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Special Collection for Lincoln School
Sunday Services Committee
Sunday Service on Zoom

9:45a.m.
10:45a.m.

Meet outside behind church
Meet outside behind church

12:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

TBD
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Tuesday

September 28

Building & Grounds
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Zoom

Thursday

September 30

Facilitator's Chalice Circle

6:30p.m.

TBD

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

