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All services will continue to happen on Zoom this summer, and can be accessed
by Zoom cloud meetings online and by phone at these links:
Livestream: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326
Video of services will also be posted on YouTube and the church’s website
sometime during the following week.
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The theme for our summer Sunday services this year is "The Past, the
Present, and a Future of Hope”. As in the past, the theme is designed to
provide some congruity to the summer services while also being broad enough
to incorporate many perspectives from presenters

August 1 “Wisdom from Unlikely Sources” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
As Unitarian Universalists, we believe that ‘revelation is not sealed,’ that there
are always new truths to discover. Since Rev. Rachel spent most of her recent
sabbatical caring for her children, she spent a lot of time with children’s books,
television, music, and movies. In this service, she will share some of the truths
that she learned from these sources that have helped her better live our values in
this challenging time.
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Notes

Upcoming Sunday Service Speakers
August 8

Green Spot

5

August 15

Gwen AbneyCunningham
Megan Reynolds

August 22
Donna McClurkan
August 29
Laura Bultman
September 5 Bob Davis

Join Us for the RE Work Day
Events & Activities 6

Calendar

7

An RE Workday coming up on August 7th! We will
gather together to assemble play equipment, as well
as spruce up the building and grounds into a
welcoming space for all ages to gather together again
in the fall. We’re providing pizza for lunch so please
let Diane Melvin know if you plan to attend at

re@peopleschurch.net.

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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From the Minister
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From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
After a five-month
sabbatical, I am back
at work at People’s
Church. Thank you
to everyone who
held our
community together, cared for
People’s people, and kept our
institution running smoothly in my
absence. I am so grateful. I am returning
restored and excited for our next season
together.
Most of my sabbatical was spent with my
kids. DeForest finished an entirely virtual
kindergarten year and Dorothy turned 3
and discovered Frozen. It was a joy to spend
so much time with them. We splashed in
puddles after spring rains, discovered some
new-to-us parks (the Springmont Tot Lot is
a favorite. There is a rocket ship climbing
structure!), ate meals that started with every
letter of the alphabet (except X); and
continued our attempt to walk every street
in the city of Kalamazoo. In addition to this,
I read a lot, wrote things that were not
sermons or emails, and committed to
physical therapy and found relief for constant
pain I endured for several years. It was
good—and it is good to be back.

As I reconnect with the church community,
I would love to hear about how the last few
months have been for you. Can you send
me a postcard (or a postcard-size
email) about your last few months? Feel
free to include life milestone; books, music
or anything else that have inspired you;

unanswered questions you are wrestling with,
or anything else you would like me to know
about your last few months. If you have more
to share than would easily fit on a postcard,
feel free to call me or set up a time to meet.
Feel free to use my online scheduling tool
to make an appointment www.calendly.com/
revrachel or call or email to set up a time.
I look forward to reconnecting.
“When will we be all together again?”
In my short time back to work, I have
received variations on this question so many
times. I am eager to gather together in some
way. I miss you all so much! I will be meeting
with our regathering team in early August to
make some decisions about what Sunday
services will look like in the fall. In the
meantime, please mark your calendar for an
Open House at People’s Church on
Saturday. September 11 from 2-5pm.
This will be a chance to see each other in
person—and see the improvements to our
building and grounds over the last year and
a half. The Building and Grounds, Memorial
Garden, Green Sanctuary, and RE
Committees have all been hard at work
making our church building and grounds more
accessible, more welcoming, more beautiful,
and more sustainable. We will have details for
you about fall programming then—and in the
September newsletter, weekly emails, and
our usual communications channels.
Thank you for your patience, flexibility, and
creativity in this time.
See you in church!
Rev. Rachel
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Memorial Gathering
in Honor of Peggy Schreur

Saturday, August 21, 11a.m. to 3p.m.
August 16 through August 20
The church office will be closed the week
of August 16. Please take care of any
necessary church business before or after
this time. Thank you.

Review of Proposed Bylaws
is Coming!
The Bylaws Committee just wanted
to let you know that around midAugust, you will begin to see an
invitation to visit the church website to review
the proposed revised bylaws for the church.
We want and need your feedback—both your
comments of support, and comments of concern
—so we encourage you to respond when invited.

If any groups or committees within the church
would like to meet as a group with one or two
Bylaws Committee members to provide feedback,
please contact Bylaws@peopleschurch.net. Bob
Hardin will help make that happen. Everyone will
have the opportunity to attend live feedback
sessions in late September. We hope you're
having a great summer!

An informal gathering of
remembrance for Peggy Schreur
is planned for Saturday,
August 21st from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the home she shared
with husband, Eric. Church
members and friends are
welcome to drop by any time
during those hours that day.
Cards are also welcome. The address is:
2324 Bronson Blvd, Kalamazoo MI 49008

Update on Holiday Bazaar
Eleven People’s people met on July 28th to
brainstorm and discuss whether we could
safely hold the Holiday Bazaar this year and
what it might look like if we do. There were
lots of good suggestions, and most in
attendance were open to the idea of a scaled
-down version of the Bazaar held outdoors
in the church parking lot, earlier in the fall.
If the Bazaar is held this year, it will look
different than in years past. Many details are
still to be decided.

News from the Building & Grounds Crew and the Memorial Garden Committee
By Catherine Niessink, chair of Memorial Garden Committee
We have completed two projects: Two years ago,
I asked an arborist to check out the trees in the
Memorial Garden. While he was at church, Rick
Johnson and I asked him to check out some trees on
the main property. He looked at the spruce trees in
the front of the church, noted that they were dying,
but was not sure how long it would take. In the
backyard, he checked out the tree nearest the door,
and suggested that we should take it down because if
it lost limbs (as it had already done), the limbs would
fall on the handicapped parking space there. Matt

Johnson, one of People’s people workerbee
volunteers, took it down. This year we started
looking at the trees again, and noted that in the
back, the smaller tree had many bare limbs, and
the larger tree had black spots up and down the
trunk. Also the spruce trees had been getting
worse and worse— ‘spruce die off’. So I called
several tree cutting firms, and asked them to come
and give bids on cutting the diseased trees, and
This article is continued on page 5.
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Keepers of the Earth
As the effects of climate change continue to be felt
around the world, fostering an alternative way of relating
to the earth is imperative. As an educator, I’ve always
valued those ‘Aha’ moments when a connection is made
or deeper understanding is experienced. This is especially true with children and is one of the many reasons why
I am so excited to be offering the wisdom from the
Keepers of the Earth series with our kids in RE this year.
Understanding often flows from first hand experience
and direct interaction. Connecting people with nature in
meaningful ways is one of my deepest desires. It is hard
to care for something one only knows abstractly, but
when someone has a relationship with a special tree or a
favorite pond, then what happens to them becomes personal and more important.

RE WORK DAY
Saturday, August 7, 10:00AM - 2:00PM
Everyone is invited to join in on the fun to help us
prepare our spaces to gather in person this fall at
church. We will gather together to assemble play
equipment, as well as spruce up the building and
grounds into a welcoming space for all ages to gather together again. We’re providing pizza for lunch
so please let Diane know if you plan to attend at
re@peopleschurch.net.

We need to live as if nature matters and this is easier to
do when we recognize our deep connection with nature.
Small children innately have a sense of wonder and awe
in the natural world. Our goal in RE this year is to nourish and encourage those feelings and connections. As
kids get a chance to explore the church grounds this
coming year, our hope is that these experiences will
connect them deeply with this beautiful and sacred place.

New Ninja Slack Line

Fall Religious Education Plans

The stories, lessons, and activities in Keepers of the Earth
are designed to spark wonder and curiosity about the

natural world as well as encourage hands on engagement
and experiential learning. As we are all just one strand in
this interdependent web of life, my hope is that our children will get to experience the reverence of being a part 
of an ecosystem.

I’m excited that we will be offering all of these classes
outside on our beautiful grounds is all kinds of weather
this coming year. Being outside helps to mitigate any
health risks among the children and it also immerses us
in nature in all seasons.
Our new shelter should offer protection from the rain
during inclement weather as well as wearing raincoats
on those days. We often tend to avoid going outside in
the rain but it is really a magical time in the forest. An
old naturalists adage says “There is no such thing as bad
weather, just the wrong clothes.”
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

News & Views





(Please note that these are continuously be adapted.)
Nursery - Would you want your baby in the nursery
this fall? Please contact Diane at re@peoplechurch.net
with your preferences to help us discern how to best provide infant and toddler care this fall.
Preschool/Kindergarten - Natural Wonders
1st-6th Grades - Keepers of the Earth
7/8th Grades - Our Whole Lives sex education
9-12th Grades - Living in UUville
Hopefully we can offer OWL this winter too!

Volume 82, Issue 12

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Green Spot
By Nicky Leigh
After our May Annual Meeting, the congregation
voted for People’s to become an affiliate of the
Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition (KCCC). Thank
you to everyone for making this possible. With this
we have joined a coalition of over 30 different
organizations and businesses interested in curbing
greenhouse gases and attempting to reduce the
Climate Crisis. You can learn more about them at
www.kalamazoocrisis.org
During July, we joined forces with some of these
organizations for two events.
First, on July 10th, we came together at the
Kalamazoo Nature Center to celebrate the 2nd
anniversary of the KCCC. At this time, let’s thank
WMU for the support it gives the coalition and Dr.
Denise Keele for the hard work and energy she
supplies. There were about 20 tables (organizations)
present and a number of organizations gave short 3minute talks on what they’re doing. We didn’t talk,
but based on Tom Hackley’s input, we put together a
fact sheet introducing ourselves and our
accomplishments to date. Since this was an
anniversary party, we were given a wonderful vegan
lunch served by Zooroona.
Then, on July 18th, we hosted the Kalamazoo Electric
Vehicle Association (KEVA) at the church to
introduce our new Level 2, 2-vehicle Electric Vehicle
Charger. It is located by the back door of the church.
We had over a dozen different EVs and their owners
present for people to examine and learn about.
To name a few brands, there were Teslas, Bolts,
Mustangs, Mitsubishis, Ford Escapes, and more that
I can’t remember. Again, we had some organizations
(KCCC, Citizens Climate Lobby, Hope for Creation
and Consumers Energy) joining the fun and tabling.
Plus we had a guest speaker, Paul Pancella from
WMU, speaking on the merits of electric vehicles.
We didn’t have any kind of tally sheet, but there were
over 50 people for Paul’s talk, so we had good
attendance over the afternoon.
Although we had these two events in July, normally
our conservation work is done quietly, with no
fanfare. The Green Sanctuary and Building & Grounds
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committees have been working through the
pandemic toward the ultimate goal of making us netzero. If anyone has suggestions, or would like to
work with them on their projects, contact the
committees; they probably could use the help.
Always end on an action! So. One thing a typical
household can do is experiment and go meatless at
least one day a week.
B&G and Memorial Garden News...continued from page 3

dealing with the stumps and the tree roots. While the
representatives were there, I asked their opinion on
the trees. Both the firms said that the middle tree in
the back was dying and the big tree had rot in the
trunk, showing me the different spots that showed the
damage. They also looked at the spruces, and both
said that they probably had 2-3 years left before we
would have to take them out. So B&G hired one of
the firms to take out all the trees, the stumps, and
grind the stumps down. They did a wonderful job.
It was sad to lose the trees, but I was beginning to
worry about their condition more and more.
On a more happy note, the Memorial Garden
committee has been thinking for several years
(consulting lots of People’s people) about putting an
accessibility walk in the Memorial Garden. A walk that
would go up to the
walls, so that people
who have difficulty
walking can go near
the walls and read
the plaques. So this
spring the
committee hired a landscape architect to design the
walk and to oversee the work, and he put out bids for
the concrete and cleanup and seeding work. The
bidders finished the concrete installation in late July.
So now we have an accessible walk to the Memorial
Walls. I think it is very cool.
Generally we have been working on the grounds,
mowing, weeding, cutting dead trees on the paths,
working with Green Sanctuary on insulation, etc., with
lots more to do. We have a lot of work to do this
year, since last year was a total loss—we did not do
much at all. We could use help on this, since most of
the committee members are getting on in years.
We are trying to play catchup.
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Events and Activities

Evening Book Club
2nd Thursdays, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
The focus of our August discussion
will be "The Glass Hotel" by Emily St.
John Mandel, with discussion led by
Nancy Stern.
Newcomers are welcome. Contact
Pat Nelson, patnelson348@gmail.com
for more info and/or to get a Zoom invite.
A September get-together is tentatively planned
to choose books for the upcoming year.

Film Discussion
4th Wednesdays, 3-4:30 p.m.

Votes are coming in for our August selection. If
you would like to participate, feel free to indicate
your choices (preferably #1, #2, #3) from among:
The Kite Runner; (2007 look back at Afghanistan);
Philomena (2013 Judi Dench vs. Steve Coogan);
Youth (2015 Michael Caine & Harvey Keitel) by
August 18; or just join us to discuss the winner
on August 25. To vote, join the email list to get
updates, or for Zoom invite, contact Pat Nelson
at patnelson348@gmail.com.

Mindfulness Meditation Class
Thursday, August 19, 6:30 p.m.
The Mindfulness and
Meditation group will
resume on Thursday,
August 19th in person
at church and continue
on the first and third
Thursdays from 6:307:30 p.m. All are welcome! Contact Diane Melvin at
re@peopleschurch.net for more information.

News & Views

Beloved Conversations Virtual: Within
By Brian Lewis
Beloved Conversations Virtual: Within is a
program hosted by Meadville Lombard that
focuses on the internal work that each of us may
do as we engage in deeper personal
understanding, explorations of race and racism,
extracting our souls and spirits from white
supremacy culture, and work for racial justice.

Registration will close Tuesday,
August 31 for fall session.
The program itself will begin on
Tuesday, September 21 and run
through mid-December 2021.
The Within Phase includes individual lessons,
videos, music, and readings, accompanied
by personal reflection prompts and suggested
conversations with a ‘Critical Friend’ chosen by
the participant; also, bi-weekly small group
conversations in a ‘Learning Pod’; and a larger,
monthly, facilitated ‘Meaning Making Sessions’
on Zoom. There will be several choices of
sessions to fit most schedules.
Anyone needing a sliding scale scholarship to
participate may send an email to be considered for
a full or partial scholarship. No one will be turned
away for lack of funds. Please contact the program
at belovedconversations@meadville.edu before
registering to request a scholarship.
Registration and links for further information:
https://www.meadville.edu/fahs-collaborative/
beloved-conversations/within-phase/within-how-to
-register/
I hope by the Annual Meeting in spring of 2022,
People’s people will vote to adopt the words
expressed in the 8th Principle.
https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/
Please reach out to me if you have questions,
brian-uu-blm@currently.com.
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Time

Place

Sunday Service led by Rev, Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

August 3

Building & Grounds
Library Committee
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Foyer

Wednesday

August 4

Membership/Connections Committee

3:30pm

Zoom

Thursday

August 5

No Mindfulness Meditation Class today

Saturday

August 7

RE Workday

10a.m.-2p.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Sunday

August 8

Sunday Service led by Gwen Abney-Cunningham
Anti-Racism Discussion Group

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Contact Carolyn Heineman

Tuesday

August 10

Building & Grounds
Evening Book Club

10:00a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Wednesday

August 11

Regathering Team
Staff Meeting

10:00a.m.
2:00p.m.

Room 19
Zoom

Sunday

August 15

Sunday Service led by Megan Reynolds

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Mon-Fri

August 16-20

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday

August 16

Green Sanctuary Committee

4:00p.m.

Contact C. Ferguson for info

Tuesday

August 17

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Thursday

August 19

Mindfulness Meditation Class

6:30p.m.

Room 9 (or 19)

Saturday

August 21

Memorial Gathering for Peggy Schreur

11a.m.—3p.m.

2324 Bronson Blvd., Kzoo

Sunday

August 22

Sunday Service led by Donna McClurkan
Sunday Services Committee

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
In back by picnic tables

Monday

August 23

September Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

August 24

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Wednesday

August 25

Film Discussion

3:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

August 29

Sunday Service led by Laura Bultman
RE Committee Retreat
Board Retreat

10:45a.m.
12:00p.m.
12:45p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
TBD
TBD

Tuesday

August 31

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

Study Group
Monday, September 20, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting
on Monday, September 20, at 7:30
in Room 18 at church to discuss
the book "We're Still Here:
Pain and Politics in the Heart of
America". This book by sociologist
Jennifer Silva presents in-depth
personal stories of diverse residents
of rural central Pennsylvania, in a community that

feels left behind by today's America.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss
a wide variety of books dealing with issues
in philosophy, religion, science, history, and
current affairs. New members are
welcome! For more information, contact
Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

