News
&
Views

People’s Church
A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association
Volume 82, Issue 11

July 2021

Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
1758 North Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Phone: 269-375-3262
Fax: 269-375-3270
office@peopleschurch.net

All services will continue to happen on Zoom this summer, and can be accessed
by Zoom cloud meetings online and by phone at these links:
Livestream: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326
Video of services will also be posted on YouTube and the church’s website
sometime during the following week.
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Notes
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The theme for our summer Sunday services this year is "The Past, the
Present, and a Future of Hope”. As in the past, the theme is designed to
provide some congruity to the summer services while also being broad enough
to incorporate many perspectives from presenters
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Speaker Schedule:
Electric Vehicle
Presentation
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ISAAC Event
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July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
August 1

Steve Ferguson
Julia Kirkwood
Rebekah Sharp
Michael Nassaney
Laura MacLellan

August 8

Gwen AbneyCunningham
August 15
Megan Reynolds
August 22
Donna McClurkan
August 29
Laura Bultman
September 5 Bob Davis

Church Grounds Work Day—Sat. July 3, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Beloved
Conversations
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Volunteers are needed to help tidy
up the church grounds on Saturday,
July 3, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Events & Activities 5

Tasks include: weeding, trimming,
and general garden chores.

Calendar

Benefits include: spend time
outdoors with merry comrades and
enjoy a sense of accomplishment
for a job well done.
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Bring your
gloves and
water bottle
and join us for
half an hour
or the whole
three hours—
every bit helps.
For more information, email Cybelle:
scybelle@umich.edu

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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Religious Education Notes

Summertime!
As restaurants and bars are increasing capacity and other venues reopen, it can feel as though we are “getting
back to normal” in terms of in-person activities. Many
of us are feeling relief as Covid numbers decrease, and
the freedom to be out and about once again. Others
of us are still struggling for a variety of reasons.

News & Views

New Outdoor Features
The RE committee is working hard this summer to
create new outdoor learning and play spaces at church.
To increase safety and mitigate risks, we are planning
to hold most of our RE classes and activities outside.

For many folks, “normal” wasn’t working before the
pandemic hit, so a return to that isn’t a cause for celebration. The foundation of our white supremacist, capitalist, patriarchal, industrial civilization is designed to favor some at the expense of others.
Those of us who are feeling gratitude for being able to
gather with others once again can notice and express
that joy while also being cognizant of those who are experiencing the exploitation and injustices that are inherent in our system. These include people of color, minimum wage workers, as well as the natural world.
The Unitarian Universalist Association continues to lean
on the side of inclusivity and caution when it comes to
large in-person gatherings this summer. Knowing that
many people are vaccinated and ready to regather in
person, our national leadership reminds us that there
are many among us who have underlying health conditions that make gathering in person risky, not to mention the children. We are hopeful the vaccine will be
approved for children as young as two later this year and
even still, that doesn’t include the babies and many folks
with health challenges.

Children and youth will be able to enjoy new a play
set, a Ninja Line, swings and a Gaga pit.
We are excited to be able
to create these new spaces
on our beautiful church
grounds to increase safer
opportunities for gathering
and fellowship among all
age groups.

While it’s human tendency to seek to meet our personal
Fall Religious Education
needs, our UU faith reminds us to widen the circle of
compassion to remember the needs of others—
Depending on the status of the pandemic this fall, we are
especially when they are different from our own. That is cautiously optimistic about gathering in person outside.
one of the reasons why we continue to meet virtually on
Zoom on Sunday mornings this summer.
 Nursery - Would you want your baby in the
nursery this fall? Please contact Diane at
And at the same time, the church is opening back up and
re@peoplechurch.net with your thoughts and preferavailable for small gatherings of folks such as committee
ences to help us discern how to best offer nursery care
meetings, Chalice Circles, rentals and other meetings.
at church this fall.
Our regathering team has crafted a list of recommenda-  Preschool/Kindergarten - Natural Wonders
tions to help mitigate risks and increase safety. You can  1st-6th Grades - Keepers of the Earth
find this at http://peopleschurch.net/news/church-use 7/8th Grades - Our Whole Lives sex education
guidelines-from-the-regathering-team/
 9/10th Grades - Coming of Age
 11/12th Grades - Living in UUville & H.S. OWL
May we each experience the abundance that summer
offers including much time in nature.
Plus, we hope to offer elementary OWL in the winter!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
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Green Spot
By Nicky Leigh
I attended two different climate conferences recently,
Michigan Climate and Clean Energy and the Michigan
Sustainability Conference.
MCCE is very much about “where do the various
government entities stand and what is happening to
mitigate climate change”. For example, Sen.
Stabenow talked about Federal Forestry programs,
regenerative agriculture, urban trees, and EV rebates
and charging stations.
One very interesting speaker was Jacqueline
Patterson from the NAACP. She mentioned that
68% of Blacks live within 30 miles of coal electric
plants and suffer the greatest electrification plant
pollution. Also, due to being among the lowest
income earners, they often suffer the most from shut
off electricity. She wants to shift the narrative to have
people start to listen to minority concerns and not
pin their hopes on false solutions from future
technology promises.

Also, Kalamazoo’s very own Dr. Denise Keele,
founding member and director of Kalamazoo Climate
Crisis Coalition (which we just voted to join!), was
the recipient of the 2021 Climate Champion Award.
Congratulations, Dr. Keele!
To learn more about this conference, go to
miclimateaction.org. YouTube also has some videos
of the speakers.
The Michigan Sustainability Conference is much more
about the accomplishments of various cities and
businesses.

For example, Meijer, of course, does plastic bag and
plastic film recycling, but they are also adding EV
charging stations, both Level 2 and fast-charging, to
their stores for use while shopping. They have also
switched to LED lighting, as needed freezer lighting,
and they are looking to switch their freezers to nonfluorocarbon. In addition, they are now using
geothermal on a new store to determine the
emissions savings in the heating and cooling of the
store.
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There were many more stories told about
accomplishments and solutions, but I don’t have the
space for all of them. We heard from cities, towns,
businesses about recycling, landfill, solar farms,
transportation, electronic waste, circular economy,
working with suppliers, etc.
I would recommend that anyone curious about our
future, attend these conferences in the
future. Hopefully, if they go back to live format,
they will also continue to Zoom.

NOTICE - ECO FORUM
Date Changed to Sunday, July 18
The Electric Vehicle presentation and car show
will take place in person at People’s Church
on SUNDAY, JULY 18th (not the 11th as
previously announced). The event will start at
12:30 p.m. with a chance to look at a collection
of electric cars from the Kalamazoo Electric
Vehicle Association. At 1:00, Dr. Paul Pancella
from the WMU Physics Dept. will make a
presentation, and following his talk and Q&A, the
cars will still be available with their owners (who
LOVE to talk about
their cars). This is a
great opportunity to
learn what it’s like to
own one, how to
manage and refuel,
and how driving an
EV can help save the
planet. Our newly
Workers installing EV charging
installed EV charging
station in back parking lot..
stations will be
available for demonstrations, and there will be
representatives from Kalamazoo Climate Crisis
Coalition, Hope for Creation, Citizens Climate
Lobby, Consumers Energy (who have given us a
sizable rebate for the EV charging station), and
perhaps others. Don’t miss this chance to see
into the new generation of transportation.
—The Green Sanctuary Committee
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News and Notices

Happy 90th Birthday Bob Husser!
Longtime member Bob Husser
will be 90 years young on July
19. Feel free to give him a call
or send him a card to wish him
a Happy Birthday!

ISAAC - Annual Family Meeting
Tuesday, July 13, 7:00 p.m.
The ISAAC Leadership Board will be hosting
a special online event to share and celebrate
the Beloved Community work of ISAAC.
This meeting will give a good representation
of all that ISAAC accomplished in 2020. All are
invited and encouraged to attend this event.

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84077084994

Holiday Bazaar Discussion
Wednesday, July 28, 6:00 p.m.
No decisions have been made yet as to
whether or not to hold the Bazaar this fall,
what form or size it might take if we move
ahead, but we will be holding a discussion
about these topics on July 28, most likely in
Room 19 at the church. If you are interested
in taking part in the discussion, please let Chris
Schleuder know at office@peopleschurch.net.

News & Views

Beloved Conversations Virtual: Within
By Brian Lewis
Beloved Conversations Virtual: Within is a
program hosted by Meadville Lombard that
focuses on the internal work that each of us may
do as we engage in deeper personal
understanding, explorations of race and racism,
extracting our souls and spirits from white
supremacy culture, and work for racial justice.

Registration will close Tuesday,
August 31 for fall session.
The program itself will begin on
Tuesday, September 21 and run
through mid-December 2021.
The Within Phase includes individual lessons,
videos, music, and readings, accompanied
by personal reflection prompts and suggested
conversations with a ‘Critical Friend’ chosen by
the participant; also, bi-weekly small group
conversations in a ‘Learning Pod’; and a larger,
monthly, facilitated ‘Meaning Making Sessions’
on Zoom. There will be several choices of
sessions to fit most schedules.
Anyone needing a sliding scale scholarship to
participate may send an email to be considered for
a full or partial scholarship. No one will be turned
away for lack of funds. Please contact the program
at belovedconversations@meadville.edu before
registering to request a scholarship.
Registration and links for further information:
https://www.meadville.edu/fahs-collaborative/
beloved-conversations/within-phase/within-how-to
-register/
I hope by the Annual Meeting in spring of 2022,
People’s people will vote to adopt the words
expressed in the 8th Principle.
https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/
Please reach out to me if you have questions,
brian-uu-blm@currently.com.
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Day

Date

Event

Thursday

July 1

No Mindfulness Meditation Class this month

Saturday

July 3

Sunday
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Time

Place

Church Grounds Work Day

9a.m.-noon

Meet at church

July 4

Sunday Service led by Steve Ferguson

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

July 5

OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday

July 6

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Thursday

July 8

Evening Book Club

6:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

July 11

Sunday Service led by Julia Kirkwood
Anti-Racism Discussion Group

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Contact Carolyn Heineman

Tuesday

July 13

Building & Grounds
Library Committee

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Foyer

Thursday

July 15

No Mindfulness Meditation Class this month

Sunday

July 18

Sunday Service led by Rebekah Sharp
Electric Vehicle Presentation and Car Show

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Room 19 & Parking Lot

Monday

July 19

Green Sanctuary Committee

4:00p.m.

Contact C. Ferguson for info

Tuesday

July 20

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Wednesday

July 21

Staff Meeting

2:00p.m.

TBD

Sunday

July 25

Sunday Service led by Michael Nassaney

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

July 26

August Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

July 27

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Wednesday

July 28

Film Discussion
Discussion on Holiday Bazaar

3:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID
Room 19

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

Evening Book Club,
2nd Thursdays, 6:00 p.m.
The focus of our July
discussion will be “Exit
West” by Mohsin Hamid,
with our discussion led by
Marijo Steenstra.
Newcomers are welcome. Contact Pat
Nelson, patnelson348@gmail.com for
more information and/or to get a Zoom
invite. We will probably continue to meet
on Zoom through this summer.
Our August book is "The Glass Hotel"
by Emily St. John Mandel, with discussion
led by Nancy Stern. A September gettogether is tentatively planned to choose
books for the upcoming year.

No Mindfulness
Meditation Class
in July

Styrofoam Recycling
Saturday, July 31,
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Mayors' Riverfront Park

The Mindfulness Meditation
class is taking some weeks off
this summer. We will return in
mid-August/early-September.

The next Expanded
Polystyrene (EPS) foam
recycling day for Kalamazoo
residents will be on the last
Saturday of July at Mayors’
Riverfront Park. Residents
can drop off any amount of
the accepted materials.
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People’s Church
News & Views
1758 N. 10th St.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

