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June 6
“Youth Bridging Ceremony”
Join us as we honor this rite of passage in the lives of our high school seniors.
Feel inspired by the ways that People’s Church has influenced their lives. Wish
them well as they share the next steps in their life journeys.
June 13

Service led by Chris Measzros and Savannah Ramsey

Our theme for our summer Sunday services is "The Past, the Present, and a
Future of Hope”. As in past summers, the summer theme is designed to
provide some unifying theme to the summer while also being broad enough to
incorporate many perspectives from presenters.
We will continue to hold the Sunday services over Zoom this summer.
Speaker Schedule:

7

Events & Activities 7-8

Calendar

Video of services will also be posted on YouTube and the church’s website
sometime during the following week.

Summer Services

Religious Education 6
Notes

General Assembly

Livestream: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326

We have a great lineup of guest preachers and People’s people leading services
while Rev. Rachel is on sabbatical.

Inside this issue:

Small Group
Building Use
Guidelines

All services are happening on Zoom, and can be accessed by Zoom cloud
meetings online and by phone at these links:

8-9

June 20
June 27
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Hilary Hunt
David Isaacson
Steve Ferguson
Julia Kirkwood
Rebekah Sharp
Michael Nassaney

August 1
August 8

Laura MacLellan
Gwen AbneyCunningham
August 15
Megan Reynolds
August 22
Donna McClurkan
August 29
Laura Bultman
September 5 Bob Davis

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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Guidelines for the use of People's Church Space for Adults
(16 years and older)
1. We strongly encourage everyone to get
vaccinated.
2. Room 19 - recommended maximum capacity
19; extra ventilation + UV light in duct work
w/functional switch on wall outside coat
room

other safety protocols. As these change
frequently with knowledge gained about
the Coronavirus, we are unable to provide
concrete recommendations beyond those
identified in 1-5.

8. CDC graphics with guidelines are posted
on all exterior doors of the building.

3. Room 9 - recommended maximum capacity
14
4. Commons - recommended maximum
capacity 25* (ceiling fans for ventilation and
UV lights in each)
5. Handwashing is recommended to prevent the
spread of respiratory diseases.
6. Rentals/waiver – event leader is required to
obtain the signatures of all attendees prior to
the start of the event (a form will be
provided to each event leader by Chris
7. Anyone using space in our Church (rentals,
Chalice Circles, committees, etc.) must be
knowledgeable of and comply with CDC and
Michigan Health & Human Services guidelines
and recommendations as regards masks and

NOTES:
Room 19 = 676 sf / 36 sf = 19
Room 9 = 506 sf / 36 sf = 14
Commons = 3,024 sf / 36 sf = 84
*NON-RESIDENTIAL GATHERINGS -- up to
25 people are allowed. Masks and social
distancing are REQUIRED (Michigan.gov).
DATE: May 6, 2021
People's Church Regathering Team:
Donna McClurkan, Marti Peters-Sparling,
Greg Feldmeier, Gary Heckman and Chris
Schleuder

The Sabbatical Pastoral Care Team
If you are struggling and are in need of a listening ear, spiritual support, or
connection to resources, please reach out to our sabbatical pastoral care
team. People’s people Nancy Mitchell, Don Miller, Darryl Loiacano, and
Rochelle Habeck Hunt, as well as Sabbatical Pastoral Care minister Barrett
Lee are available to support you while Rev. Rachel is on sabbatical.
You can leave a voicemail for the team at 269-375-3262 ext. 11 (this is a
voicemail account at the church that will be checked frequently) or
care@peopleschurch.net.
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Social Justice Coordinating
Committee Update
June Special Collection
The June 13th Second Sunday Special Collection
will be held to benefit El Concilio.
El Concilio is a non-profit,
community focused
organization that seeks to help
Latino residents support their
families, contribute to society
and appreciate their cultural significance in the
region.
For more than 30 years the Hispanic American
Council, renamed El Concilio in 2017, has sought
to serve the Latino community in the greater
Kalamazoo area. As a liaison between potential
clients and service agencies, the Council seeks to
meet the needs of a special population often
hindered by language barriers, cultural differences,
and unfamiliarity with service agencies and
institutions.
Through the programs and services offered, the
goal of the Council is to assist Hispanics in
attaining self-sufficiency and a higher level of social
and economic well-being. The Council also strives
to nourish and encourage the diverse cultural
heritage of the Hispanic population.

ISAAC Banquet
Keep an eye out for upcoming information on the
2021 ISAAC Banquet. This year’s event will be
virtual. The date and time have not yet been
announced, but will be soon. We can expect a
prominent social justice advocate as banquet
speaker.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the
first Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom.
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Reflecting on Dr. Charlae’s Words
On Sunday, May 23rd, Dr. Charlae Davis, Executive
Director of ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy for Action and
Advocacy in the Community (https://isaackalamazoo.org)
was our speaker. During our small group discussion in
the virtual coffee hour afterward, someone suggested
that we make her key points available here so that we all
could reflect on the guidance, challenges and love she
offered. If you missed it, we encourage you to go to the
church’s website or YouTube and hear the recording of
this beautiful and poignant service that she and our
Sunday staff prepared.
My People’s Church family!! I do love you!
Some of you were here, February 2, 2020 where I
discussed the Beloved Community…A place that is
free from violence. A place where there is
abundance, equity, love, and hope that is infused into
our policies and practices so that all individuals are
held as beloved.
[Omitting for space
her compelling
review of the past
year in our nation,
state and local
community of
violence,
Dr. Charlae Davis
oppression, hate
crimes, insurrection and disparities.] We honor the
excellence, the wonderful people, generosity, and
the beauty of this city. Yet, we cannot honestly say
that every individual is yet held as beloved.
This week we unfortunately are approaching
the anniversary of Mr. George Floyd’s
murder. For those who were able to watch the
court proceedings we heard testimonies from
“neighbors” of different races, and as young as 10
years old who would not leave that spot, bearing
witness, pleading, and videotaping… for Mr. Floyd’s
valuable life. These same witnesses testified through
the trauma and the tears for their neighbor Mr.
George Floyd, someone they did not even know.
And those neighbors we believe helped to bring that
guilty conviction and accountability.
Continued on page 4
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Reflecting on Dr. Charlae’s Words...from page 3

From Dr. King’s 1963 book, Strength to Love:
“The ultimate measure of an individual is not
where they stand in moments of comfort and
convenience, but where they stand at times of
challenge and controversy. The true neighbor
will risk their position, their prestige, and
even their life for the welfare of others.”

I want us to think about what times we are living
in now. These are serious times of challenge and
controversy. With all that is going on…Where
do you stand?
We must acknowledge the increase in anti-Semitism
and Islamophobia, mass shootings, discrimination
based on the color of your skin, your gender, who
you love, your language, your status, how you pray
and worship, your economic status and the list
unfortunately goes on.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Where do we stand?
I believe these are questions we all must ask
ourselves, myself included, as many have identities
that result in oppression and also privilege.
How do I stand? We stand by:
•
•

•

Saying to ourselves…even if this is not
happening to me personally, it is happening to
my neighbor.
So, I am going to care, seek, work and labor for
an equitable solution as if I needed it myself.
And by listening first to those who are
impacted to ask what they need from us and
doing just that.

Standing is possible and powerful when we do
so together. Standing means different things at
different times. Standing may include:
•
•
•
•
•

Standing alone at times
Asking others for support because standing
becomes heavy and difficult
Speaking up and out
Confronting or challenging that which is wrong
Interrupting discrimination

•

News & Views

Interrupting microaggressions
Talking and sharing to help take off blinders
that privilege may bring
Having hard and uncomfortable conversations
Contacting legislators
Protesting and boycotting
Pushing true equity on your boards, at your
jobs, your organizations
Attending workshops that challenge you
Sowing into minority owned businesses and led
organizations
Self-reflection around your privilege and taking
ownership around harm you have done,
unintentionally.
Understanding change starts with you
Understanding transformed people can
transform spaces
Not allowing guilt or shame to stop you
Engaging in deep listening
Intentionally expanding your circle to folks
who are not like you
Really leaning into and understanding, “You are
my neighbor. I may not share the same
identities, but I see myself in you.”
Having the mindset of: “If you are not okay, I
am not okay.”

From Dr. King:
“And one of the great problems of history is that
the concepts of love and power have usually
been contrasted as opposites, polar opposites,
so that love is identified with a resignation of
power, and power with a denial of love…Now,
we got to get this thing right. What is needed is
a realization that power without love is reckless
and abusive, and that love without power is
sentimental and anemic. Power at its best, power
at its best is love implementing the demands of
justice, and justice at its best is love correcting
everything that stands against love. And this is
what we must see as we move on.”
(King, Martin Luther, Jr. 1967. "Where Do We Go From
Here?" Annual Report Delivered at the 11th Convention
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, August
16, Atlanta, GA.)

Continued on page 7
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Green Spot
Why your next car should be electric
On Sunday, July 11, People’s Church will be hosting an
in-person electric vehicle (EV) event featuring Dr. Paul
Pancella, Chair of the WMU Dept. of Physics, as well
as an expo of electric vehicles put on by the
Kalamazoo Electric Vehicle Association (KEVA).
Like our previous Eco Forums (remember the old days,
pre-pandemic?), Dr. Pancella’s presentation will take
place in room 19. The Green Sanctuary Committee
will provide refreshments. The EV expo will be in the
front parking lot and will feature a variety of electric
vehicles hosted by their owners who can tell you about
their EV ownership and driving experiences. The EV
charging stations (located in the back parking lot up the
hill) will be installed by then, and we will be
demonstrating their use for the curious.

Page 5

80% of the energy stored in gasoline ends up
being dumped from your car as heat, and doesn’t
contribute to forward motion. Once you’ve
charged a modern battery pack, only about 10%
of the stored energy is lost in that way.

2) Electric vehicles are much better for the
environment per mile traveled, even when we
take into account resource recovery,
manufacturing, and the sources of electric power
generation. This is true for traditional pollutants
from burning fuel, as well as greenhouse gases like
CO2. Not only that, but as our electric power
transitions to more renewable sources, the
impact of a given EV actually improves over the
years it is driven!
3) Purchase prices for EVs are coming
down, and fuel price per mile is only 30%50% of that for comparable gasoline cars.
This means total costs are already about the same
over 5-7 years of ownership, even though EVs still
cost more than gas cars to purchase initially.

As a bonus, there will be information about People’s
solar photovoltaic system as well as the Net Zero
program and the phase 1 insulation retrofit.
Dr. Pancella provided us with the following:
“Here are 5 top reasons you might want to go electric
next time you are buying a car. Different people might
rank these differently, and there are other good
reasons, too, but here’s my list:
1) Batteries powering electric motors turns out to be a
much more efficient way to use energy than the
internal combustion engine we are all used to. At least

4) The EV powertrain is drastically simpler
than what is needed for internal combustion.
There are hundreds fewer moving parts, and
entire complex systems that must be maintained
in the average car are absent from the EV (fluid
cooling by radiator, exhaust management with
noise and pollution controls, oil bath lubrication,
fuel pumping and injection, etc.). This translates
to less money needed for routine maintenance
and fewer mechanical failures.
5) An EV is much quieter in operation, with
less vibration, and no idling at stop signs or
lights. The whole driving/passenger experience is
much better in an EV for a variety of reasons.”
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Bridging and Change
Our seniors are bridging out this spring and we are
brainstorming ideas about how to offer in-person RE
next fall. We’re thinking outside of the box! Outside
is the key word because we are planning to create
new outdoor spaces for learning and play.
Vaccinations are not yet available for children nor do
we know when they might be available. We do know,
however, that the chances of spreading the coronavirus outside are extremely slim.
With new playground equipment and a Gaga pit in
addition to new swings, benches, tents, seats and a
pavilion, we can provide opportunities to gather
together in safer ways outside on our beautiful church
grounds.
If you are vaccinated and willing to help with any of
these building projects this summer, please let me
know at RE@peopleschurch.net!
This year’s RE theme will focus on our 7th UU principle which is “respect for the interdependent
web of all existence of which we are a part.’
Elementary kids will enjoy Keepers of the Earth
curriculum that features engaging Native American
stories that explore important values and actions to
benefit the earth and live in harmony with one
another. Especially ideal is that so many of the fun
hands-on activities are designed to be done
outside in nature.
Tentative Plans for OUTSIDE Fall RE:
Preschool and Kindergarten - “Natural Wonderers”
1st-6th Grades - “Keepers of the Earth”
7-8th Grades - Middle School “OWL”
9-10th Grade - “Coming of Age”
11-12th Grade - “Environmental Justice “
Welcome Laura Bultman as the new RE
Assistant! Laura has been serving in this role since last
summer while Nicky stepped back to care for her
family during the pandemic. Nicky has decided not to
return and Laura has accepted the RE Assistant
position indefinitely.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin
Religious Education Director

News & Views

Youth Bridging Service

Sunday June 6, 2021 - 10:45 on Zoom
Join us as we honor this rite of passage in the lives of
our high school seniors. Feel inspired by the ways that
People’s Church has influenced their lives. Wish them
well as they share the next steps in their life journeys.

Congratulations Seniors!





Maya Kirkwood
Kai Neve-Jones
Nolan Hughes
Pearl Steenstra






Ely Post
Gwen Marr
Evy Henley
Lucy Wallis

Thank You RE Teachers and Helpers

We made it through the most unusual year of RE!
Thanks for your time, love and commitment!
We Appreciate You!
Teresa Klan
Anna LeRoux
Dawn Chamberlain
Annie Hampel
Deb Wickman
Chris Semelbauer
Nancy Mitchell
Jen Rice
Laura Bultman
Don Miller
Gwen Abney-Cunningham
Brandon Brown
Marti Peters-Sparling
Rebekah Sharp
Dolores Strom
Ben Jones
Nicky Gates
Lucy Cutler

Thank you Nicky Gates for serving as
the Religious Education Assistant
for the past six years.
Your dedication and devotion to our families
and this congregation as a whole is unwavering.
Your commitment to ‘always assume best intentions’ is a beacon that has helped guide and grow
the RE program during your tenure.
Enormous gratitude for all the time and energy
and love you have devoted as RE Assistant.
We are all richer for it!
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Reflecting on Dr. Charlae’s Words...from page 4

Family, I invite you to think about, over the
next week, these self-reflection questions that I
will put in the chat:
•
•
•

What are you doing to stand?
What missed opportunities might you
have had to stand and why?
What are you committed to doing over
the next year to stand for justice?

Family, may we use our power as love to implement
the demands of justice, and may we advocate for
justice in love to correct everything that stands
against love for ourselves and for our neighbors, as
we build the beloved community...“If you are not
okay…I am not okay…”

Virtual UUA General Assembly
June 23-27
General Assembly (GA) is the annual gathering of
Unitarian Universalists from across our
Association. It is where we engage the governance
and business of our Association,
explore the theological foundations
of our faith, learn together,
worship as a larger community, and
discern the ways we are called
more deeply by our mission and
principles.

This year we have exciting and interactive
programming, invigorating worship, and
transformative business on the agenda. And in
case you missed it, the 2021 Ware Lecture will
feature Stacey Abrams & Desmond Meade!
The link to register is:
https://uua.org/ga/registration.
People’s Church may be able to provide financial
assistance to participate. Please reach out to the
church office for more details.
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Mindfulness Meditation Class
1st and 3rd Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited to participate in this class
to practice both silent and guided meditations
in addition to
discussions of
how to bring
more mindfulness
into our lives.
We will gather
on Zoom. Please
contact Diane Melvin for the link or for more
information at re@peopleschurch.net.

Chalice Circles
These monthly circles contain 6-12 people and
are designed to establish and/
or deepen relationships.
Each meeting is focused on a
theme or topic (such as
forgiveness, compassion, love,
grief, etc.). Participants enjoy
a few readings on the subject
and then have
uninterrupted time to share
their personal thoughts and feelings on that
topic and deep listening to others.
Current groups are meeting on Zoom. That
could change when the church signals it seems
safe and if/when group members are
comfortable with meeting in person again.
You are invited to 'add in' to an ongoing
group, or go on a waiting list for a new group
to be started as soon as there are enough
interested participants. If you wish to
experience the many benefits that come from
deepening connections, please contact Pat
Nelson for more information at
patnelson348@gmail.com.
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Evening Book Club
2nd Thursdays, 6:00 p.m.
"Sing, Unburied, Sing" by Jesmyn
Ward will be the focus of our
June discussion, led by Ann
Terwilliger.

News & Views

Memorial Service for Mark Wheeler
Friday, June 25, 10:00 am
There will be a memorial service for Mark
Wheeler at Covered Bridge Farm Park in Three
Rivers on June 25 at 10:00 a.m. Informal attire is
welcome. Please carpool, if possible.

We meet on the 2nd Thursday
of the month 6-7:30 pm.
Newcomers are welcome.
Contact Pat Nelson, patnelson348@gmail.com
for more information and/or to get a Zoom
invite.
We will probably continue to meet on Zoom
through this summer. The July book is "Exit
West" by Mohsin Hamid, led by Marijo Steenstra.
Our August book is "Glass Hotel" by Emily St.
John Mandel, led by Nancy Stern.
A September get-together is tentatively planned
to choose books for the upcoming year.

Film Discussion
The Film Discussion group is voting on the film
to be reviewed at our
June meeting (4th week
of the month, Tuesday
or Wednesday, TBA, 34:30). For more
information and/or to
get on the email list
contact Pat Nelson,
patnelson348@gmail.com.

Covered Bridge Farm Park
56705 Covered Bridge Rd.
Three Rivers, MI 49093

Study Group
Monday, June 28, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting on Monday,
June 28 at 7:30, via Zoom to
discuss the book "How to Live
a Good Life: A Guide to
Choosing Your Personal
Philosophy". This book presents
15 essays explaining and
defending different philosophies
of life, including a wide variety
of religious as well as
philosophical paths.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a
wide variety of books dealing with issues in
philosophy, religion, science, history, and
current affairs. New members are welcome!
For more information, or to get the Zoom
address for the meeting, contact Tim Bartik at
bartik@upjohn.org.
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June 1

Thursday
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds
Board Meeting
Antiracism Discussion Group

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Call Carolyn H. for Mtg. ID

June 3

Chalice Circle (VanSlambrouck)
Music Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation

1:00p.m.
6:00-9:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Call Colleen for Mtg. ID
Meeting ID: 853 0977 6161
Call Diane M. for Mtg. ID

Saturday

June 5

Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

1:00p.m.

Call Christina for Mtg. ID

Sunday

June 6

Sunday Service: “Youth Bridging Ceremony”

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

June 7

Social Justice Coordinating Committee

3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Tuesday

June 8

Building & Grounds
By-laws Task-force

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Call Brian L. for Mtg. ID

Wednesday

June 9

Religious Education Committee

6:30p.m.

Contact Diane M. for details

Thursday

June 10

Music Rehearsal
Evening Book Club

6:00-9:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 853 0977 6161
Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

June 13

Special Collection for El Concilio
Sunday Service led by Chris Measzros
Anti-Racism Discussion Group

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Contact Carolyn Heineman

Monday

June 14

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Chalice Circle (Stafford)

3:30p.m.
6:00p.m.

Contact Gay W. for Mtg. ID
Contact Susan for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

June 15

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Thursday

June 17

Mindfulness Meditation

6:30p.m.

Call Diane M. for Mtg. ID

Saturday

June 19

Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

1:00p.m.

Call Christina for Mtg. ID

Sunday

June 20

Sunday Service led by Hilary Hunt

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

June 21

July Newsletter Deadline
Green Sanctuary Committee

12:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Meeting ID: 978 8141 4897

Tuesday

June 22

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Thursday

June 24

Regathering Team

6:30p.m.

Contact Donna M. for ID

Friday

June 25

Memorial Service for Mark Wheeler

10:00a.m.

Covered Bridge Farm Park

Saturday

June 26

Chalice Circle (Miller)

12:00p.m.

Room 19

Sunday

June 27

Sunday Service led by David Isaacson

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

June 28

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Study Group

5:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Contact Gay W. for Mtg. ID
Contact Tim Bartik for ID

Tuesday

June 29

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

Discussion Group
The discussion group is taking a
break for the summer. We plan
to resume in September.

Address Update
Marj Lightner
1400 N. Drake Rd.
Apt. 296
Kalamazoo, MI 49006
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

