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Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
1758 North Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Phone: 269-375-3262
Fax: 269-375-3270
office@peopleschurch.net

Livestream: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
By phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326
Video of services will also be posted on YouTube and the church’s website
sometime during the following week.
We have a great lineup of guest preachers and People’s people leading services
while Rev. Rachel is on sabbatical.
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May 2
“Life as Pilgrimage: A View from Celtic Spirituality”
Rev. Dr. David Moffett-Moore
Life is a journey from the place of birthing, to the place of our rising. Dave will be
sharing characteristics of Celtic spirituality with a focus on pilgrimage.
May 9
“Music Sunday” Savannah Ramsey
May 16
Service led by Julie Mack
May 23
Service led by Charlae Davis
May 30
Memorial Day service led by Barrett Lee
In this service, we will honor those we have lost this past year. If you have a
picture of someone beloved to you that you would like to include in our service,
please send it to office@peopleschurch.net.

From Board President, Steve Ferguson
We will hold our Annual
Meeting on the third
Sunday in May (May 16),
right after we finish our
Sunday service. The
Board will meet May 4
at 6:30, via Zoom, to set the agenda for
the Annual Meeting, complete the
budget proposal, and finalize the voting
procedures. We then will send out the
pre-meeting packet which will include
the proposed budget, the Board and
Nominating Committee slates, and

information about the proposal that
People’s Church join the Kalamazoo
Climate Crisis Coalition. You should
receive it by US mail or e-mail,
depending on how you receive your
newsletter. Those receiving it by US
mail will also receive a ballot and a
return envelope. Those receiving it by
email will cast their votes online.
Please, consider the packet carefully;
it is a substitute for the open and
lively discussion we would have if we
could have an in-person meeting.

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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Annual Meeting — Sunday, May 16, following the service
The People’s Church annual meeting will be
held via Zoom, Sunday, May 16, right after the
Sunday service. We will vote on the following:







Election of three members of the Board of
Trustees. Candidates are Tom Hackley,
Rick Johnson and Laura MacLellan.
Election of two members of the
Nominating Committee. Candidates are
Rachel Bair and Sandy Steele.
Adoption of the Church Budget for fiscal
year July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
Authorization for People’s Church to
affiliate with the Kalamazoo Climate Crisis
Coalition. See page 5 of this newsletter to
read why the Green Sanctuary Committee
recommends we become an affiliate of the
KCCC.

Soon after the conclusion of the meeting, you
will receive a link to the online ballot. Church
members who receive their newsletters by mail
(and those who request a paper ballot) will
receive a paper ballot via US mail. Your ballots
must be returned to the church, via mail or email, and received by June 1 so that they can be
counted.
We will be sending the pre-meeting packet soon.
It should contain all the information you will
need to decide how to vote. Please, look it over
carefully; the voting will go more smoothly if we
can resolve all your question and objections
before the meeting. You can contact the authors
of the reports or members of the Board.

Ballot Requests for Annual Meeting

The Sabbatical Pastoral Care Team

Because the Annual Meeting will not be taking
place in person this year, the church will be
emailing ballots to
members following the
meeting. If you are a
member who receives the
newsletter by postal mail,
you will receive a ballot in
the mail a few days after the meeting. If you are
not on our regular mailing list and would prefer
to receive a ballot by mail rather then email,
please send a request to
office@peopleschurch.net.

If you are struggling and are in need of a
listening ear, spiritual support, or connection
to resources, please reach out to our
sabbatical pastoral
care team. People’s
people Nancy
Mitchell, Don Miller,
Darryl Loiacano, and
Rochelle Habeck
Hunt, as well as
Sabbatical Pastoral
Care minister Barrett
Lee are available to
support you while
Rev. Rachel is on sabbatical.

Annual Committee Reports
Due Monday, May 3rd. Please
send reports to Chris Schleuder
at office@peopleschurch.net.

You can leave a voicemail for the team at 269375-3262 ext. 11 (this is a voicemail account at
the church that will be checked frequently) or
care@peopleschurch.net.
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Treasurer’s Report
Our annual pledge campaign is
completed with 136 pledges for
$275,000 for fiscal year 2021-22. This
is slightly more money than last year,
but from fewer people, reflecting lost
contacts owing to the pandemic Zoom
setting to our religious services. We are extremely
grateful to those who were able to step up their
pledges to make up for those who could not do so.
We have secured another Payroll Protection Plan
loan/grant from the Small Business Association. This
loan which will turn into a grant provided we spend
the money as promised should make it possible for

us to continue our programs through next
year, regardless of what happens with Covid19. It will cover the large gap in our finances
resulting from the absence of fund raisers, as it
did this year.
Tune in to the People’s Church Annual
Meeting on May 16 if you want more
information. And it is not too late to make a
pledge for 2021-22. You can do so online at
peopleschurch.net, or call the office and we
will send you a paper form.
—Allan Hunt

An Update from the Constitution Bylaws Committee
The committee has been working since July,
2019 on reviewing and revising the constitution
bylaw document of People’s
Church. The process has been
thorough. As we stated in a
February newsletter article,
proposed edits have been based
on our Mission and Vision
statements, as well as current
practices. Completion of the
first review has not been completed by our
committee, however we are happy to report we
are getting close.
Our plan, as presented in the February
newsletter, is to present specific topics of the
document in a series of presentations to the
congregation to be held at a variety of times.
We will announce the schedule of these
meetings sometime in the summer.
Some of the significant proposed changes are in
these categories:

 Congregational meetings and voting:
modifying procedures to allow for a virtual
format for viewing meetings, in addition to inperson congregational meetings (when
practical again), and developing a voting
procedure that includes electronic methods,
as well as mail-in ballots and in-person votes;
 Membership requirements: doing away
with “supporting and non-supporting
members;” defining responsibilities of
members as a contribution of time, energy,
talent and-or financial well-being of our
beloved community;
 Commitment to Equity: including a new
article which expresses our commitment to
becoming a just and inclusive organization.
For more information or to join and observe
our monthly meetings, please contact Shari
Harris at sharonharris615@gmail.com
or Brian Lewis at rustic289@gmail.com.
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
May Special Collection
The Second Sunday Special Collection will be held
on Sunday May 9th to benefit the St. Luke’s Diaper
Bank.
The mission of St. Luke’s Diaper Bank is to supply
diapers to partner agencies that serve
families in the city of Kalamazoo who
are living under the pressures of
economic inequity. St. Luke’s Diaper
Bank, with a commitment to cultural
competence, works to eradicate
diaper need in Kalamazoo through education,
capacity-building and in-kind donations of diapers
and diaper supplies.
St. Luke’s Diaper Bank is modeled after successful
diaper banks around the country, providing diapers
to organizations that are already helping families in
need through comprehensive programs and
services. Diaper banks using this model ensure that
diapers are distributed to the families that need
them the most and in the most effective way. St.
Luke’s Diaper Bank is a proud member of the
National Diaper Bank Network. The National
Diaper Bank Network (NDBN) is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring that
children, families, and individuals in the United States
have access to the basic necessities required to
remain healthy and to thrive in daily life.

isaackalamazoo.org/fight-voter-suppression-2021/)
to support HR4 The John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act. There will not be a banquet this
year due to the pandemic, but something virtual is
being planned. We will know more next month. It
was announced that there will not be an Issues
Convention this year in the fall – ISAAC will
continue with the issues that are currently be
worked on.

Center for Transformation
Rick Johnson reported that the Tuesday group
continues to meet over zoom and more mentees
and mentors are pairing up. Zoom seems to be
working well for the mentees.
Refugee Resettlement
Ann Feldmeier reported that the Altayara family is
doing well. Khaled, Fatema and Adham are
vaccinated and Ann is taking the twins to be
vaccinated as they turned 16 this month. Ramadan
is April 12 – May 13. Everyone but Khaled has
applied for citizenship–it will take 6 months to one
year before their applications are processed.
Because Khaled does not speak English, he will
have to wait another 10 years to apply in Arabic.

Lincoln School
The committee has had a couple of requests from
our Community in Schools liaison to provide some
adult and baby clothing for family members of
children who attend Lincoln School. Rick Johnson
has graciously volunteered to do the shopping at
resale shops for these two families’ needs.
ISAAC
ISAAC received a $25,000 grant from the Gilmore
Foundation. Fighting Voter Suppression – ISAAC
congregations are inviting their members to email
Fred Upton (https://isaackalamazoo.org/fight-votersuppression/) and our two senators, Debbie
Stabenow and Gary Peters (https://

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the
first Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom.
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Green Spot
Just before the pandemic, the Green Sanctuary
Committee (GSC) shared a letter with the
People’s Board of Trustees in support of
becoming an affiliate of the
Kalamazoo Climate Coalition
(KCCC), provided the church
membership also supported affiliation
during the 2020 Annual Meeting.
After a year’s delay, we are once again proposing
members consider KCCC affiliation at the May,
2021 meeting.
We at People’s Church recognize:
 That global climate change is an existential
crisis and is leading to mass species extinction;
 That the climate and ecological crises are
human caused;
 That we, as full participants in the overuse and
exploitation of the planet’s resources, bear
responsibility for the current crisis;
 And that we have a desire and responsibility to
work to correct the conditions that have
brought about this crisis in order to preserve a
habitable world for our children and future
generations.
We believe it is important to exercise leadership
within the faith community as we collectively
engage in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
This work aligns with the 7th Principle of
Unitarian-Universalism, “Respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part.” This commitment has
been underlined through action at General
Assembly, starting with the 2006 Statement of
Conscience, which declared that, “We as
Unitarian Universalists are called to join with
others to halt practices that fuel global warming/
climate change, to instigate sustainable
alternatives, and to mitigate the impending
effects of global warming/climate change with
just and ethical responses.”

In addition, because climate justice is racial
justice, we believe KCCC’s mission (below) aligns
with People’s ongoing anti-racism work.
The Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition
mobilizes collective action to achieve
immediate and drastic reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions and rapid adoption
of renewable energy through a transition
grounded in social, racial, economic, and
environmental justice.
Chief among the benefits of affiliation is the
‘stronger together’ value as regards the urgent,
sustained action needed to hold hope in the
midst of escalating planetary peril. There is no
financial obligation to be a KCCC affiliate.
We encourage you to visit the Coalition’s
website, Charter, FB page and Principles of
Affiliation (a link to which will be posted soon on
the church’s website) prior to our annual
meeting on May16, 2021. We look forward to
your comments and questions any time.

Virtual UUA General Assembly
June 23-27
Steve Ferguson included in April's newsletter a
call for those interested in
attending the virtual GA for
2021. I am happy to share my
experiences and encourage
those who may be interested
in joining me. You can even be a delegate if
you ask to be considered by the Board. They
meet monthly - May 4th, contact Steve
Ferguson. I am in the directory and encourage
folx to consider this opportunity. The link to
register is: https://uua.org/ga/registration. The
People’s Church may be able to provide
financial assistance to participate.
—Brian Lewis
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#No More Hate Rally

Video and Zoom RE Classes
Weekly on Sundays

May 16 at 3:00 pm at Bronson Park
Black Lives Matter and Asian Pacific Islander American
groups in Kalamazoo are collaborating to organize this
intersectional rally to stand together against the insidious racism so prevalent against black, indigenous and
people of color.

News & Views




RE Class for Ages 5-12 - 9:45-10:30 AM
Cultivating Spiritual Resilience through Mindfulness for Adults - 1:00-2:30 PM at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84100974173

I’d love to see a huge turnout of People’s Church people
at this rally to show support. Our UU principles and valOWL Completed!
ues call us to support intersectional antiracism action in Only a year late, we finally completed last year’s middle
all the ways we are able. This rally is an excellent oppor- school Our Whole Lives sexuality education class! We
tunity to put our values into action and show
celebrated with yummy owl candies and cupcakes!
up in solidarity.
Congratulations to:
Last month I led a workshop on Environmental Racism
 Sam Kirkwood
for the Kaufman Interfaith Institute’s Grand Dialogue on  Liam Rutherford
Science and Religion. The various impacts of climate
 Gideon Post
change and racism of course hit BIPOC folks and com Byce Evergreen
munities the hardest. Let us visibly support folks in our  Brandon Strom
community who are struggling under the many layers of  Rohan Marion
oppression in our system which are all currently exacer-  Alekh Marion
 Ethan Wojtas
bated by the pandemic.
 Elliot Spoelstra
To dismantle white supremacy, white people need to
follow the leadership of people of color and to offer sup- Special Thanks to our OWL Facilitators!
Ben Jones, Missy Howse-Kurtz, Ann Shepich and Rowan
port in ways that are meaningful to them.
Renstrom-Richards
I also encourage you to shop at the People’s Food Coop, not only because your money supports a local nonprofit dedicated to healthy food, healthy people and a
healthy earth, but also because of their commitment to
antiracism in their structure and staffing. As folks check
out at the Co-op, there are opportunities to directly
support our local Black Lives Matter organization with
specifically requested food donations.
How can we use our power and privilege to most
effectively support those who may need it the most?
How do we ensure that our voices of support are
louder and clearer than the white supremacist voices?
We can show up, stand up, march and rally together!

Youth Bonfires

You can search for the event on Facebook with this title:

Our monthly youth bonfires have been a hit with both
the middle and the high school youth! We had 18
youth and 6 adults at our April gathering.

May we gather together to put our principles into action
when we are called to support and offer solidarity!

Our last bonfire is at 8:00 PM on May 30, where we
will finalize plans for the Youth Bridging Service.

#BLM stands with the AAPI Community: #NoMoreHate Rally!

Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
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Cultivating Spiritual Resilience
through Mindfulness

Sundays at 1:00 p.m., through May 16th
All are welcome to join us on Zoom on
Sundays as we learn about and experience
mindfulness and
meditation practices
together. Discussion
and sharing help to
deepen our
understandings and
broaden our
perspectives. These
practices can help us develop more spiritual
resilience to help us cope with difficulties with
more ease and grace.
Join us each week at this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84100974173
Feel free to let us know your planning to attend
by responding to the Facebook event: https://
www.facebook.com/events/887902015312064.

Study Group
Monday, May 17, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting on Monday May
17 at 7:30, via Zoom, to discuss a
book by Gaia Vince: Transcendence:
How Humans Evolved Through Fire,
Language, Beauty, and Time. Vince is
an award-winning science journalist
who in this book gives an account of
human biological and cultural
evolution.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss
a wide variety of books dealing with issues in
philosophy, religion, science, history, and current
affairs. New members are welcome. For more
information, or to get the Zoom address for the
meeting, contact Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org.
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Mindfulness Meditation Class
1st and 3rd Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited to participate in this class
to practice both silent and guided meditations
in addition to
discussions of
how to bring
more mindfulness
into our lives.
We will gather
on Zoom. Please
contact Diane Melvin for the link or for more
information at re@peopleschurch.net.

Chalice Circles
These monthly circles contain 6-12 people and
are designed to establish and/
or deepen relationships.. Each
meeting is focused on a
theme or topic (such as
forgiveness, compassion, love,
grief, etc.). Participants enjoy
a few readings on the subject
and then have
uninterrupted time to share
their personal thoughts and feelings on that
topic and deep listening to others.
Current groups are meeting on Zoom. That
could change when the church signals it seems
safe and if/when group members are
comfortable with meeting in person again.
You are invited to 'add in' to an ongoing
group, or go on a waiting list for a new group
to be started as soon as there are enough
interested participants. If you wish to
experience the many benefits that come from
deepening connections, please contact Pat
Nelson for more information at
patnelson348@gmail.com.
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Evening Book Club

Discussion Group

2nd Thursdays, 6:00 p.m.

1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.

"The Other Americans" by Laila
Lalami will be discussed on
Thursday, May 13; 6-7:30 p.m.;
reviewed by Emily Bettencourt.

May 1: "Empowering marginalized groups
and neighborhoods"
We will discuss positive ways to improve
economic and social conditions through
governments, non-profits, and investors. Bob
Hardin will lead.

Newcomers are welcome.
Contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson348@gmail.com for a
Zoom invite.

May 15: TBA
The discussion group meets on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month from 10:30-12:00.
Topics are suggested by participants with input
from the group. All welcome to any/all
meetings. For background readings and/or a
Zoom invite, contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson348@gmail.com.

The group plans to continue meeting at the same
time, on second Thursdays, with a planning
meeting for next year tentatively scheduled for
September.
Upcoming books:
June: "Sing, Unburied, Sing" by Jesmyn Ward
(Ann)
July: "Exit West" by Mohsin Hamid (Marijo)

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, May 25, 1:30 p.m.

Film Discussion

This group explores death and dying through
film clips, personal
reflection, sociological
information, articles, and
conversation.

The group is now meeting on the
4th Wednesday of the month, 34:30 p.m. To get on the email list,
to vote on films to be discussed
and/or to get Zoom invites,
contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson348@gmail.com.
The May film will be announced in This Week at
People’s Church, once decided.
Day

Date

Saturday

May 1

Sunday

May 2

Monday

May 3

This class is open to all
People’s Church adults. We meet on Zoom.
Please contact Marj Lightner at
marjlightner56@gmail.com for the Zoom link
or more details.

Event

Time

Place

Discussion Group
Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

10:30a.m.
1:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday Service: “Life as Pilgrimage: A View from
Celtic Spirituality” David Moffett-Moore
Cultivating Spiritual Resilience through
Mindfulness

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

1:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 841 0097 4173

Social Justice Coordinating Committee

3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds
Board Meeting
Antiracism Discussion Group

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Call Carolyn H. for Mtg. ID

May 5

Membership/Connections Committee

5:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 835 5572 4464

Thursday

May 6

Chalice Circle (VanSlambrouck)
Music Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation

1:00p.m.
6:00-9:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Call Colleen for Mtg. ID
Meeting ID: 853 0977 6161
Call Diane M. for Mtg. ID

Saturday

May 8

Chalice Circle (Miller)

12:00p.m.

Call Don Miller for Mtg. ID

Sunday

May 9

Special Collection for St. Luke’s Diaper Bank
Sunday Service: “Music Sunday”
Budget Briefing
Antiracism Discussion Group
Cultivating Spiritual Resilience through
Mindfulness

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.
1:00p.m.
1:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Call Carolyn H. for Mtg. ID
Meeting ID: 841 0097 4173

Monday

May 10

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Chalice Circle (Stafford)

3:30p.m.
6:00p.m.

Call Emily B. for Mtg. ID
Contact Susan S. for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

May 11

Building & Grounds
By-laws Task-force

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Call Brian L. for Mtg. ID

Wednesday

May 12

Religious Education Committee

6:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 927 6411 3159

Thursday

May 13

Music Rehearsal
Evening Book Club

6:00-9:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 853 0977 6161
Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Saturday

May 15

Discussion Group
Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

10:30a.m.
1:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID
Call Christina for Mtg. ID

Sunday

May 16

Sunday Service led by Julie Mack
Annual Meeting
Cultivating Spiritual Resilience through
Mindfulness

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.
1:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Meeting ID: 841 0097 4173

Monday

May 17

Green Sanctuary Committee
Study Group

4:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 978 8141 4897
Contact Tim Bartik for ID

Tuesday

May 18

Building & Grounds

10:00a.m.

Meet in back parking lot

Thursday

May 20

Music Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation

6:00-9:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 853 0977 6161
Call Diane M. for Mtg. ID

Saturday

May 22

Chalice Circle (Miller)

12:00p.m.

Call Don Miller for Mtg. ID

Sunday

May 23

Sunday Service led by Charlae Davis

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

May 24

May Newsletter Deadline
Chalice Circle (Walker)

12:00p.m.
5:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Contact Emily B. for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

May 25

Building & Grounds
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet in back parking lot
Call Marj L. for Mtg. ID

Thursday

May 27

Music Rehearsal

6:00-9:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 853 0977 6161

Friday

May 28

Craft Circle

7:00-8:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 966 7142 9785

Sunday

May 30

Memorial Day Service led by Barrett Lee
Youth Bonfire

10:45a.m.
8:00-9:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Fire pit behind church

Monday

May 31

Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

