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Our summer season brings less formal services and more reflections from
People’s people. There will be powerful and inspiring words and music each week.
All services are happening on Zoom, and can be accessed by Zoom cloud
meetings online and by phone at these links:

9

People’s Church applied for
and received a grant through
the Payroll Protection
Program. Before we applied
for this grant, the Board had
a thorough discussion about
accepting a Federal grant and
honoring our dedication to the principle of
the separation of church and state. It was
the unanimous consensus that it would be
ethical for us to accept the grant.

Thomas Jefferson argued that no
government funds should be used to pay
people who espouse or teach religion.

In our case, the Minister and Director of
Religious Education are essential to the
operation of the church and there was
never any discussion about laying either of
them off. However, the pandemic crisis did
result in a serious loss of income and it did
reduce the need for some of our staff.
We did not have to discuss laying off
The argument that makes sense to me is as administrative, custodial or music staff
because the PPP grant was awarded. Staff
follows: The PPP is meant to help
are not required to be members of the
employees of small businesses that were
church. The terms of the grant allowed us
affected by the pandemic. If some
employees were excluded because the small to extend the payout over many weeks so
business they worked for happened to be a that it could be used to pay salaries and
expenses for administrative, custodial and
church, then the program would
discriminate against religion and would not music staff but not for the Minister or DRE.
be neutral.
The new Board discussed the PPP again at
the July 14 meeting and, again, agreed that
We did receive one letter and a few
our participation was ethical.
informal comments questioning our
decision. (I’m surprised there were not
—Steve Ferguson
more.) This writer pointed out that
Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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From the Minister

Dear People’s people,
This is a season of
surviving and
reimagining. So many of
us are learning new ways
to cope with the
challenges of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic
and its economic fallout.
We are creating new
ways to be together—
physically distanced and
virtual. We are discovering new sources of joy—
or returning to old practices that we had set aside.
We are discovering a resilience that we did not
know we had (some of the time). We are finding
ways to vent our frustrations and fury that this
pandemic continues in our country while other
places have responded much more effectively.
We are mourning the small and large losses of
these days. We are living with tremendous
uncertainty about what life will be a few months
or a year. It is an exhausting and challenging time
to be human.
I have spent much of my study leave time this
month reading and writing and planning, working
to prepare Sunday services and other church
programs that might speak to us in these days,
while keeping all plans flexible enough to adjust as
necessary. (The most powerful book I’ve read
have been The Plague by Albert Camus, Breaking
and Blessing by Sean Parker Dennison, and Braiding
Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer. My favorite
project has been to start designing our first service
back in the building.)
Through it all, I’ve been asking myself a few
questions—How do we do the work of love and
justice while managing risk? What is the meaning
of our rituals? How do we create the same
meaning when we can’t do the same thing we’ve
done before? How do we create a sense of
connection and embodiment when we only see
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each other from the shoulders and up on a
screen? What are the gifts and opportunities of
meeting largely over Zoom?
One of the gifts of Zoom services is the
increased sense of intimacy. Seeing our youth
speak from their ‘natural habitat’ last spring was
so powerful. As I prepare for fall services, I want
to have more moments of sharing like that. To
that end, I want to extend several invitations.
Would any of you like to record yourselves
lighting a chalice (with or without words)?
Would any of you like to share short personal
reflections (2-3 minutes) on the following topics?






how are you preparing for winter this
year?
the AIDS epidemic (especially before
protease inhibitor drugs became available
in the mid 1990s)
how animals have blessed your life
depression (mental illness, not
economics)

This could be shared live or pre-recorded. We’d
work together to craft something that you’d be
proud of and that would be meaningful for our
community. (And if you’re interested in sharing,
but these topics don’t speak to you, watch future
newsletters for more opportunities.)

I am so grateful to be with all of you (from a
distance) as we weather these days. I’m grateful
for your creativity, compassion, flexibility, and
deep care for one another and our wider
community.
Take good care,
Rev. Rachel
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Statement on Large Gatherings at People’s Church
The Board of Trustees, in collaboration with Rev. Rachel, has decided that People’s Church will
host no large in-person gatherings, including Sunday services, until these gatherings pose a minimal
risk of serious illness or death from COVID-19. Reasonable safety may result from widespread
vaccine use, effective treatment, low disease incidence in our community combined with robust
testing and contact tracing, and/or other means. It is our best prediction that we will not be all
together in person until at least early 2021.
This conclusion pains us; we fiercely miss seeing one another,
lifting our voices together in song, and sharing conversation and
connection. We also know that this decision is what our faith
calls us to now. We are called to heed the guidance of reason
and the results of science as well as respect the inherent worth
and dignity of every person. At this moment, faithful Unitarian
Universalist practice means keeping our physical distance from
one another while creating community online, over the phone, and in other ways.
The church building itself remains open for staff who cannot work remotely and People’s people
who need to enter the building to access wi-fi or for other purposes. (Please contact Rev. Rachel
or office administrator Chris Schleuder if you plan to enter the building, so we can make sure
spaces are cleaned after use.) Plans are still being formulated for fall religious education
programming and other small group activities. Please reach out to us with your ideas for how to
create community in physically distant ways in the coming church year.

Help Restore Full Funding for 2021 School Budgets
Ask U.S. Congress to act with a preK-12 school relief package now!

Millions of dollars have been cut from our
school budgets for this fall due to COVID's
impact on our State and local economies.
Federal funds are proposed but not passed. You
can help get the relief our schools desperately
need by sending a letter right away to our U.S.
Representative Fred Upton. Your voice is very
important right now!
A pre-written letter is available on ISAAC's
website: https://isaackalamazoo.org/school-reliefpackage/

Please take a moment to send a
letter, if you are able to do so,
and to encourage this action
among your circle of family,
friends and colleagues in
southwest Michigan.
Thank you for working together to build the
Beloved Community, where every individual is
held as beloved!
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Race Matters
What I Don’t Know, I Don’t Know
I was that proud UU who felt
all 7 principles applied to my
personal experiences and
understanding I was not racist.
I hope to share my own path
of what I don’t know, I don’t
know.
My moms’ family roots are from the Mayflower
period and my dad was a direct immigrant from
England. England helped create the slave trade and
provided ships. I know the British colony of
Jamestown, Virginia had slaves in 1619. I know
President Rutherford B. Hayes—maternal relative—
agreed to end reconstruction in a deal cut in 1877,
breaking a tie in the electoral college to secure his
presidency.
When I used to say “I don’t see color” my
background highlights why. My mom worked as a
doctor at an institution where we lived above on
“the hill.” Once a person was AWOL and we were
asked if we had seen a colored man? The neighbor
reminded me of this story recently, and recalled
being shocked at the term “colored” because her
dad was from Trinidad. She initially visualized
rainbow colors!! Most of the doctors there were
Indian, Filipino, or Chinese. Common in institutions,
in the 70s, as white doctors rarely applied to work
there.

One of my own stories took me three decades to
realize what really happened. My teacher asked me
to run for class president—I hadn’t put in for it, but
willingly said yes. It turned out a friend had

expressed an interest to run—he was Black.
Looking back, I see this as racist of the teacher.
My mom displayed no racism and my dad totally did.
He would “gawk” at people of color and especially
vocalized against interracial couples. I knew it was
wrong and started calling him out for it.
Our UU church in Eugene had a Sociology professor
who was Black; there are few people of color we
see in most of our denominations. I served on
diversity committees, helped lead workshops for my
union, attended rallies, and still realize there is much
I didn’t know I didn’t know.
Fast forward to last year, I began devouring
everything I could on the topic. With Google,
YouTube, TED Talks, books, and movies/
documentaries, I began to see there was much I
either never knew or had forgotten. I began to
grapple with topics of reparations, red lining, the
real reason private schools exist, how banking and
our economic structure blocked huge swaths of folx
from even coming close to the “American dream.”
I began attending the People’s Church Antiracist
Discussion Group that meets monthly, second
Sunday.
It is exhausting. And yet I know to be accountable
I must persevere, keep learning and encourage our
People’s people to join me in our monthly discussion
on our white supremacy culture. To be silent is
beyond complicity—it is accepting the way things
have been for 400 plus years.
In Journey,
In Solidarity,
Brian Lewis

"Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be hopeful, be optimistic. Our struggle
is not the struggle of a day, a week, a month, or a year, it is the struggle of
a lifetime. Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in good
trouble, necessary trouble."
—Rep. John Lewis (1940 – 2020)
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Green Spot
What Do We Know About Our
Solar Panels After (nearly) 2 Months?
The People’s Church solar photovoltaic system
was fully installed on June 1, and the first full day
of generating electricity was June 2. We now
have a lot of data, and 1 ½ billing cycles to help
us begin to understand the impact of this new
technology. Of course these are not normal
times in our world, so we will have to wait for
the end of the pandemic and a return to the
“new normal” church operations to fully
understand. Here is a quick snapshot.
How Much Electricity
Are We Generating?
This is prime time for solar in Michigan, and our
data reflects that. Between June 1 and July 25,
our system produced 7,402 kilowatt hours
(kWh) of electricity. For comparison, the
church over the course of a year has averaged
about 60,000 kWh per year of usage, and during
the summer months the average has been
between 3-4,000 kWh/month. Households use
between 4-10,000 kWh per year. June 14
showed the highest daily production at 176.1
kWh, while July 19 was the lowest at 36.6 kWh.
The peak hour achieved nearly 20 kWh.
Electricity begins to be generated in the dawn
hours and ramps up to its peak around 2:30
before slowly dropping off until sunset.

The above chart shows the last full day before
this article was written. You can see the effect
of a partly cloudy day on the output of the
panels. Highlighted is the 15 minute period
between 4-4:15 pm, when 3,905 watt hours
were produced (3.9 kWh). The day produced
138.4 kWh.

What Does that Mean in Terms of Our
Carbon Footprint?
It’s hard to be precise about this because we don’t know what
the mix of coal, gas, nuclear, and renewable energy is for
Consumers Energy, but if we use a national average, the
amount of carbon that we have kept from going into the
atmosphere since we installed the system is about 3.1 metric
tons (the common unit used for atmospheric carbon). The
production so far is equal to about 12% of our annual, prepandemic usage. If the rest of the summer months follow, we
will produce 20% of our average annual consumption by Labor
Day. The rest of the year should easily get us to the target of
35% reduction in our carbon emissions from electricity.
Are We Saving a lot of Money?
The simple answer to this question is no (but it’s
complicated). But we are buying our solar photovoltaic
system with the savings from reduced payments to
Consumers Energy. The system cost the church no money up
front, and once the first five years are over, we can purchase
the balance for about half the initial cost. At that time the
cost of our electricity will be reduced to nearly ½ the electric
rate from Consumers, and we will continue our reduced level
of greenhouse gas emissions long into the future. We can
expect the system to last 25 years at least. Our initial cash
savings will be modest, but our capital investment will keep on
giving well into the future.
Has the Pandemic had an Effect on our Electricity
Consumption?
Yes, there has been a dramatic drop in electric use by the
church since the shutdown began. Normal usage in the June/
July period has been 3-4000 kWh/month. During the period
for which we have current measurements, that has dropped
to less than 1200 kWh/month. That means that we’ve been
producing far more electricity than we have been using since
the solar panels went up. So far our surplus has been more
than 5000 kWh over the last 55 days. As a result, in the
unusual circumstances of this year, we most likely will
produce far more than the target of 35% of our annual
consumption.
Thanks again to all those involved in this bold move: the
Finance, Building & Grounds, and Green Sanctuary
Committees, and especially the board of trustees and Rev,
Rachel. People’s Church has taken a big step in reducing its
carbon footprint.
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Cultivating Wisdom & Skillfulness
I write this in the midst of some time off in July where I
am dedicating time to home improvement projects and
gardening. A couple of camping trips are providing precious family times as well as some much needed R&R.
Widespread social uprisings and the pandemic continue
to spread globally. As COVID cases continue to increase
in the U.S., our church plans remain uncertain. It is difficult to discern the best ways to proceed with RE offerings while keeping health and safety at the forefront
The Religious Education Committee is meeting August
23rd to determine how we will proceed this fall. If you
or your family has specific needs, please communicate
them with me so we can add them into the mix of our
discussion.
Sitting Together: A Family Centered Curriculum on Mindfulness, Meditation, and Buddhist Teachings is the curriculum
we are engaging with our preschool through 6th graders
this fall. You can check it out at mindfulfamilies.net

In addition to weekly lessons for kids, there’s a corresponding class for parents and guardians. The authors
emphasize the importance of parents learning the concepts and skills along with their children. Parents and
guardians are kids primary religious educators, since
children are foundationally influenced by the families
in which they are raised.
Of course the adult class is open to everyone and not
limited to parents and guardians. The five units offered
are ethics, kindness, character, nature and meditation.
Gaining the wisdom and skills to calm ourselves and to
release that over which we have no control is invaluable
to help cope in these uncertain times for all ages.

Books and Resources
Have you found yourself wondering how to effectively
work for racial justice? Would you
like to help dismantle systems of
oppression? Have you experienced
any confusion about language or
terms being used these days?
Though written for ages 10-17, This
Book is Anti-Racist: 20 Lessons on how
to wake up, take action and do the
work by Tiffany Jewell is an excellent
read for All ages. Written in accessible language with a great glossary,
I highly recommend this book for Everyone!
In addition to reflective questions and journaling
prompts at the end of each section, she also includes
helpful action steps to create the inclusive world in
which we want to live in right relations with all.

Widening the Circle
Hot off of the press, after three
years of research, the team completed their report with recommendations for systemic changes
to promote racial justice and dismantle systems of white supremacy in the UUA, in our congregations and our communities.
You can read it online for a limited amount of time here:
Widening the Circle of Concern: Report of the UUA
Commission on Institutional Change June 2020
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/cic/widening

I’m wondering about the possibilities of having an adult
education class (on Zoom) as we read and contemplate
With lessons on mindfulness, difficult people, patience
this report together? Would folks be interested in coand healthy choices, I see the potential for so much ben- leading and/or participating in this? If so, let me know at
efit for everyone who chooses to participate. How the re@peopleschurch.net.
lessons will be transmitted is yet to be determined. Ultimately, we may disseminate the lessons through a variety of means so we can benefit as many as possible given
Elementary
everyone’s differing situations.
and Adult
RE Curriculum
Right now we are looking at these possibilities: Zoom, a
for 2020-21
video of me leading the lessons and telling the stories,
emailing lessons to families to do together, Google classroom, as well as all of the above. Only time will tell.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
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Mindfulness Meditation Class
1st and 3rd Thursdays
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited
to participate in
this class to
practice both silent
and guided
meditations in
addition to
discussions of how
to bring more mindfulness into our lives.
We will gather on Zoom. Please contact Diane
Melvin for the link or for more information at
re@peopleschurch.net.

Film Discussion Group
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Study Group
Monday, August 3, 7:30p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting on Monday August
3, at 7:30, via Zoom, to discuss the book A Decent
Life: Morality for the Rest of Us, by
Todd May. May, a philosophy
professor at Clemson, as well as a
philosophy advisor to the TV show
The Good Place, argues that most
philosophical theories set too high a
perfectionist standard for how to
live a good life, and that we need
more realistic guidance, which this book seeks to
provide through a few practical suggestions.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a wide
variety of books dealing with issues in philosophy,
religion, science, history, and current affairs. New
members are welcome! For more information, or to
get the Zoom address for the meeting, contact Tim
Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org.

4th Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m.
We are tentatively continuing to meet on
the 4th Tuesday of the month, 3:004:30p.m. (This could be adjusted to meet
newcomer needs. Watch the weekly email
for reminders.)
We watch films suggested by participants, with
general input from all, which are available at
Amazon.com (no subscription required) for rental
of less than $6.
To join and/or receive a Zoom invite, contact Pat
Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com).

Discussion Group
to Meet in September
The Discussion Group is on vacation for August.
We'll resume Zoom meetings on 1st and 3rd
Saturdays beginning on September 5th.

Evening Book Club
Thursday, August 13, 6:00 p.m.
Crooked Little Heart by Anne Lamott will be
reviewed by Donna Ross on
Thursday, August 13, 6-7:30 p.m. on
Zoom. Newcomers are welcome.
Contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson348@gmail.com for a
Zoom invite; also if you have trouble
finding a copy she may be able to
arrange a share.

Morning Meditation
Fridays, 6:30 a.m.
People’s person Gwen AbneyCunningham invites other early risers
to join her on Fridays for her daily
meditation practice.
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326
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Art Wall Moved Online—
Fundraiser has Begun
People’s Church has begun hosting images
of our Art Wall artists’
work in a virtual art gallery
on the church website.
Church member Dave Curl
has some of his best work
on display and available for
purchase. Framed 18” X
24” pictures are $50 each
with all proceeds going to People’s Church.
Pick up of items can be arranged through
the church office at
office@peopleschurch.net.

Thanks to People’s People

The UUA #UUtheVote team, along with the UUSC,
the UUA's Office of LGBTQ & Multicultural
Ministries, DRUUMM, and Side With Love, is
launching this amazing opportunity to skill up for
organizing! Join us this summer for "It Starts with
Faith: Summer Organizing School," for social justice
leaders with all levels of organizing experience. In this
first session, we'll outline the program and sign you
up for the sessions, share tools that you can take
back to your congregation, and gather information to
help us customize the sessions for your needs.
All sessions are 7-9p.m. Eastern on Zoom.
 July 29: Session #1: Roles for Radicals
 Aug 12: Session #2: Organizing Infrastructure 101
 Aug 19: (Optional) Community Workshop
 Aug 26: Session #3: Partnerships in a Pandemic
 Sept 9: Session #4: Digital Organizing 101

 Sept 16: Session #5: Emergent (Depending on

needs)

When a large limb recently broke off a tree in
the Memorial Garden, several People’s people
stepped up to help. Greg Feldmeier and Rick
Johnson cut it and carried it to the road. Bob
and Joe Friedel split the wood, loaded it into a
truck, and delivered it. Ken Tindall and Beth
DeWaters made a donation to the church in
exchange for the wood.

A big THANKS to all who were involved!

 Sept 23: Taking On Our Assignment: Reflections,

Celebrations & Next Steps
At the end of this six-week series, you will have the
skills to lead your team to go All In in 2020 and
beyond. Connect with others in your congregation
and community to form a team, and join us!
Register individually, even if part of a team: https://
www.uuthevote.org/it-starts-with-faith-organizingschool/
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Memorial Service
for Tom Merritt

Miss a Sunday Service?
Most Sunday services are recorded and added
to the People’s Church YouTube channel the
following week.
To subscribe to the church’s YouTube channel,
go to: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCpB4USH_36K1d3nVQKXgfzQ

Sunday August 9, 3:00 p.m.
A memorial service will be held via
livestream on August 9, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.
EST for former People’s Church member
Tom Merritt. Please contact Unity Church
Unitarian of St. Paul for the link.
https://www.legacy.com/guestbooks/
kalamazoo/thomas-walter-merrittcondolences/196512198?cid=full

Day

Date

Time

Place

Sunday

August 2

Summer Service led by Elizabeth Warner

Event

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

August 3

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Study Group

3:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Call Gay Walker for Mtg. ID
Call Tim Bartik for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

August 4

Board Meeting

6:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Thursday

August 6

Chalice Circle (Van Slambrouck)
Mindfulness Meditation

1:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Call Colleen V. for Mtg. ID
Call Diane Melvin for Mtg. ID

Friday

August 7

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Sunday

August 9

Summer Service led by Laura Bultman
Memorial Service for Tom Merritt

10:30a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Contact Unity Church Unitarian of St. Paul for Mtg. ID

Monday

August 10

Chalice Circle (Stafford)

6:00p.m.

Call Susan S. for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

August 11

ByLaws Group

6:00p.m.

Call Brian Lewis for Mtg. ID

Thursday

August 13

Evening Book Club

6:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Friday

August 14

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Sunday

August 16

Summer Service: led by Savannah Ramsey

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

August 17

Green Sanctuary Committee

4:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 978 8141 4897

Thursday

August 20

Mindfulness Meditation

6:30p.m.

Call Diane Melvin for Mtg. ID

Friday

August 21

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Saturday

August 22

Chalice Circle (Miller)

12:00p.m.

Call Don Miller for Mtg. ID

Sunday

August 23

Summer Service led by Laura MacLellan

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

August 24

Newsletter Deadline for September

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

August 25

Facing Life, Facing Death

1:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Wednesday

August 26

Financial Affairs Committee

3:00 p.m.

Call Allan Hunt for Mtg. ID

Friday

August 28

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Sunday

August 30

Summer Service led by Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

