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From the Minister

Our summer season brings less formal services and more reflections from
People’s people. The theme for our summer services is “We’re All in This
Together,” meant to refer to the current national crises, to the longstanding crisis
of climate change, and to the UU principle of the interdependent web of
existence—both human and beyond. There will be powerful and inspiring words
and music each week. All services except July 12 can be accessed at the church’s
main meeting room on the Zoom Cloud Meeting platform: https://uuma.zoom.us/
j/5527667326 or by phone: 1-646-876-9923, ID: 552 766 7326
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July 12, 10:30 a.m. “All Michigan UU Worship”
We will gather with UUs from across our state (over 20 congregations) for a joint
worship service focused on hope. We will experience some of the best music and
preaching our state has to offer.
Please note the different start time and connection information:
Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82487874268
By phone: 1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 824 8787 4268
This Zoom meeting is capped at 1,000 devices connected. (Arrive early!)
The service will also be streamed live on
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/northwestuu/)
& YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2DziSFzc0wjnBj8xPWdMAw/).

July 19

Service led by Hilary Hunt

July 26

Service led by Rev. Rachel Lonberg

8

Sunday services are posted on YouTube within a few days of the service.
Please go to https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpB4USH_36K1d3nVQKXgfzQ
to watch and subscribe.

Art Wall Fundraiser

Calendar

Service led by Dan Bair

9
Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the video at: https://tinyurl.com/Peoplesyoutube
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From the Minister

Dear People’s people,
During our reimagined
flower service a few
weeks ago, we offered
words of blessing to one
another & added them
to a word cloud. You
can see the image below.
I encourage you to keep
this image with you this
summer, keep the blessings that we offered one
another close—even as we continue to socially
distance.

News & Views

Writing this in late June, I expect the summer
will be hard and challenging for many, as the
COVID-19 pandemic continues, the Black Lives
Matter movement continues its struggle for
justice, and our lives continue to contain so
much joy and so much sorrow. I hope you turn
to the church when you need us. There will be
some powerful services held on zoom, as well as
other chances for connection. I will be on study
leave for most of July, mostly planning for future
Sunday services and other programs. Please
reach out if you are struggling, need someone to
talk (or vent) to, or otherwise need some
support.
Take good care.
Rev. Rachel

Words of Blessing for One Another

Volume 81, Issue 11

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Board of Trustees
for 2020-21 Church Year
At its June 9 meeting, the Board of Trustees
welcomed new members and elected officers
for the 2020-21 church year:
President: Steve Ferguson (2021)
Vice President: River Artz-Iffland (2021)
Secretary: Denise Hartsough (2022)
Trustee: Dan Bair (2023)
Trustee: Karen Friedel (2022)
Trustee: Rick Johnson (2021)
Trustee: Donna McClurkan (2023)
Trustee: Susan Moerdyk (2022)
Trustee: Marti Peters-Sparling (2023)
Board members are elected to 3-year terms and
can be nominated by the Nominating Committee
or by petition. Trustees' last year of service is listed
in parentheses.
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Church Building Slowly Reopening
The People’s Church building is slowly reopening
for People’s Church staff who cannot work
remotely, small gatherings, and for People’s people
who need to be in the building to access WiFi.
Gathering virtually remains the safest option and
we encourage
all groups to do
that if possible.
The next safest
option is to
gather outdoors
at a distance.
If you need to be in the church building, please be
in contact with Rev. Rachel or Chris, our church
administrator. They are closely monitoring building
use to ensure that best practice (and current state
law) are being followed and to ensure rooms are
cleaned and sanitized after use. We all need to do
our part to keep each other safe.

Statement from Board of Trustees and Minister
At the board meeting on June 9, the board and Rev. Rachel Lonberg adopted the following
statement:
As Unitarian Universalists, our faith calls us to speak to this moment:
We believe in the inherent worth and dignity of every person.
We believe in justice, equity, and compassion in human relations.
We believe in a world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all.
We believe that Black Lives Matter.
As white church leaders, we recognize that we are beneficiaries of systems that
perpetuate injustice and white supremacy.
We grieve the violence that has been committed in the name of public safety in our
communities for generations.
Individually and collectively, we commit our time, our power, and our resources to
building The Beloved Community, in solidarity with and following Black leaders in our
community and our faith.
Black Lives Matter.
—The Board of Trustees and Minister of People’s Church of Kalamazoo
We know that adopting a statement is only a first step. Your elected and called leadership will
continue to live into these commitments. You will be hearing more from us as we continue to do
the works of love in the world. Please reach out to board members if you have questions or ideas.
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News & Views

Race Matters
Myself, and All of Us
Recently I’ve been involved
in several conversations in
which a tension was
revealed between the needs
and journey of an individual
antiracist activist, and the
vast needs of the
movement. (I will note that
I am white, and these
conversations were with other white folx.
So in this writing, I am speaking to my white
community.)
Let me first say that this tension is often framed
as an either-or decision, with judgement
(meaning one way is the right way, and the
other way makes me a bad person). Either-or
thinking is a trait of white supremacy culture
(Jones and Okun). So let’s see if we can look at
this through a lens of both-and. Doing so helps
resist and dismantle the culture that harms all of
us.
I’ve found that when safe space is created
(usually meaning time plus the absence of
judgement), most of us are able to begin to
recognize that we are really tired, or scared, or
feeling ‘not enough’, or feeling that we need to
be the ‘perfect’ antiracist, or guilty, or shamed
or more.
What if...our ability to be an effective activist is
directly tied to our individual abilities to address
these things that we bump into in ourselves, as
we learn about the antiracist journey? What if,
when we bump into them, we take the time to
examine them, care for them, and get ally
support for them, so we become stronger and
more effective?

What if...I could see myself as an asset for
justice that needs to be trained, rested, fed,
hydrated, energized and equipped with skills
and knowledge in order to best support the
Community? Would it be worth the time and
effort to pursue that?
What if...we all become able to balance the
health and well-being of ourselves with the
needs of the Community? Both-And.
What if...our choice isn’t to either be ‘selfish’
and individualistic (my needs are all that
matters) or give up what I need (put my health
at risk) for the common good?
It’s tricky to ponder these things, and new to
many of us. The learning is messy. And
frequently uncomfortable. And it often takes
some slowing down in order to see and reflect
on the multiple factors. Doing so can be
contrary to our socialized notion of ‘progress’.
Consider that maybe this isn’t a movement
only to free People of Color, in which we are
helping them. But perhaps their pain is a
symptom revealing how diseased our culture is
as a whole.
Would you consider that this is a movement
that seeks to heal all of us? Not noticing and
attending to my own needs is a tool to secure
a diseased culture in place. Racism and
oppression of any kind (including of the earth)
harms all of us.
You are invited to join the conversation.
May all being be safe,
Carolyn Heineman
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Green Spot—The Regenerative Neighborhood
By Daniel Z. Bair
Sometimes it seems so
close at hand. I can feel it
under my feet in the
wooded edge of my
backyard. Below I’m
presenting a small part of
my vision for what I’m calling the regenerative
neighborhood. This idea stems primarily from my
14 years working in agriculture, coupled with living
in cities for most of my adult life.
The concept of regenerative agriculture is one of
the roots for my regenerative neighborhood.
I share a vision presented by the Regenerative
Agriculture Foundation of creating “a world in
which the boundaries between the human and
natural world are indistinguishable.”
When I walk around my neighborhood, and squint
my eyes, I can see this vision. On extra quiet
evenings during the early Covidtimes, I could hear
it in a new way. When I walk to the park with my
child, I can taste it. It smells like homemade food,
flowers, and dry oak leaves.
It looks like a biodiverse landscape full of

thousands of different species. Some are native,
and some are not. Our yards look a little
‘messier’, but we know this is necessary for the
fireflies and bees. Would you ever call the
Asylum Lake Preserve messy?
Insects flit around. Did you know that
dragonflies' primary food source are mosquitos?
Evidence suggests that areas with greater
biodiversity have fewer ticks.
Manicured lawns still exist, and have a space in
some parks and sports fields. There are no
pesticides making their way into our homes and
waterways.
I’m hopeful because we know what the problems
are, and we have a decent idea what some of the
solutions are. One big thing I can’t imagine is
cars being part of this new village. There are
definitely bikes, and dark night skies. We live
much closer to our homes, since all primary
needs are met in the neighborhood. Instead of
many big vacations, we turn our neighborhood
into someplace we would like to choose to go
on vacation. Can you see where the old streams
return? Can you hear the wolves howling at
night?

Chalice Circle Openings
During this time of uncertainty in
the midst of this global pandemic,
connection with other people looks
different than we could have
possibly imagined just months ago.
Our People's Church small group
ministry program is opening up new Chalice Circles
to help folks experience meaningful connections
with fellow church members. As with much else in
our world these days, our Chalice Circles have also
moved to Zoom. These monthly circles contain 612 people and are designed to deepen relationships

with oneself and one another. The primary
component of these circle is deep listening.
Often focused on a theme or topic (such as
forgiveness, compassion, love, grief, etc.)
participants enjoy a few readings on the
subject and then have uninterrupted time to
share their personal thoughts and feelings on
that topic as well as listen to one another. If
you wish to experience the many benefits that
come from deepening connections, please
contact Pat Nelson for more information at
patnelson348@gmail.com or 269-716-3623.
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Pandemic + Uprising = Revolution
One of the results of the “shelter in place” orders in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic is that many people stepped off from the hamster wheel of the rat race
for the first time. Some folks refer to this spring as
#TheGreatPause.

A Summer Prayer
May you breathe in the beauty of summer with
its power of transformation. May this beauty
permeate all that feels un-beautiful in you.
May the Spirit of Summer give us beauty.
May you seek and find spaces of repose during these
summer months. May these moments refresh and
restore the tired places within you.
May the Spirit of Summer give us rest.

With the cancellation of so many activities combined
with the governor’s encouragement to stay home, deep
rest was experienced by many exhausted souls. While
many essential workers had their loads increased, others May you be open to times of celebration and recreation
had more time for rest and leisure.
that are so much a part of summer. May you find
happiness in these times of play and leisure.
The effects of the pandemic combined with the unneces- May the Spirit of Summer give us joy.
sary death of George Floyd in Minneapolis ignited a global uprising like we haven’t witnessed in some time. More May your eyes see the wonders of summer’s colors.
people had the time, energy and willingness to get out
May these colors delight you and entice you into
into the streets and demand justice for black, indigenous
contemplation and joy.
and people of color (BIPoC).
May the Spirit of Summer give us inner light.
Several aspects of this response have opened up a bit
more hope for me in terms of the larger revolution
needed to transform white supremacy culture. First
I feel encouraged by the number of people becoming
more informed and involved—especially young people.
Secondly, I am heartened by the size and scope of the
protests around the globe. Also, the fact that six books
on The New York Times best seller list are addressing racial injustice and inequality gives me a modicum of hope
that more people are becoming informed and hopefully
willing to do the necessary work for meaningful change.
At my LREDA professional Zoom meeting in late June,
I was asked to imagine what explicit and accountable
love and liberation as the centering mission of our
church community would look like.
My vision includes more members of our congregation
actively engaged in the work of creating an anti-racist
community where we are whole-heartedly challenging
and transforming the characteristics of white supremacist culture which pervade our church and beyond.
As we do the inner work necessary to educate and
transform ourselves and our congregation, we can then
have even more of a positive impact in the larger world.
May we work to build the beloved community together!
May it be so. May we make it so!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin,
Religious Education Director

May you feel the energy of summer rains penetrating
thirsty gardens, golf courses, lawns and farmlands.
May these rains remind you that your inner thirst
needs quenching. May your inner self be refreshed,
restored, and renewed.
May the Spirit of Summer give us what we need to heal.
May you savor the fresh produce that comes to your
table and enjoy the fruits of summer’s bounty.
May the Spirit of Summer give us a sense of satisfaction
in the work of our hands.
May you find shelter when the stormy skies of summer
threaten your safety.
May the Spirit of Summer give us shelter when inner
storms threaten our peace of mind and heart.
May you enjoy the unexpected and find surprises of
beauty and happiness as you travel the roads on
summer vacation.
May the Spirit of summer lead us to amazing discoveries
as we travel the inner roads of our soul as well.
~Prayer adapted from The Circle of Life by Joyce Rupp
and Macrina Weiderkehr

Check out this excellent article for families and teachers to address racial issues with kids; it includes many
links to a wide variety of additional resources.
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/may2018/teachinglearning-race-and-racism?fbclid=IwAR1Fr3RkwgKtBuVfZiAY-A8Yox
-Ojml4P26_xa6Wzo8BfrDXK8OJMVXSb-U
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Discussion Group

Study Group

1st & 3rd Saturdays
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Monday, July 6, 7:30p.m.

July 4: "Current Events" Everyone is invited to
bring a current headline they would like to discuss.
Background readings optional.
July 18: Katy Takahashi will lead the discussion on
the 'Voice of America', including the current
'purging'.
Topics are suggested by participants, with input from
the group. Anyone is welcome to join any meeting.
To get on the email list for readings (usually brief, popular
articles) and to get a Zoom invite, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com). Anyone is welcome.

Film Discussion Group
4th Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m.
We are tentatively continuing to meet on
the 4th Tuesday of the month, 3:004:30p.m. (This could be adjusted to meet
newcomer needs. Watch the weekly
email for reminders.)
We watch films suggested by participants, with
general input from all, which are available at
Amazon.com (no subscription required) for rental
of less than $6.

To join and/or receive a Zoom invite, contact Pat
Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com).

Story Time for All Ages
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.
Join children’s librarian, Laura Bultman
for a story time rooted in our UU
values. This is for all ages— we all need
stories and fun in these times.
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326

The Study Group will be meeting
on Monday, July 6 at 7:30, via
Zoom, to discuss the book Broke:
Hardship and Resilience in a City of
Broken Promises, by Jodie Adams
Kirshner. Kirshner, a research
professor at NYU, follows seven
Detroiters as they live through the
Detroit bankruptcy of 2013.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a wide
variety of books dealing with issues in philosophy,
religion, science, history, and current affairs. New
members are welcome! For more information, or to
get the Zoom address for the meeting, contact Tim
Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org or 269-806-1904.

Evening Book Club
Thursday, July 9, 6:00 p.m.
Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver will be
discussed, via Zoom, on July 9, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
The protagonist, a young rural
woman, suggests to a scientist drawn
to her part of the world to
investigate a natural anomaly,
proposes that where one stands on
Climate Change largely depends
upon ‘which team you are on’.

Newcomers are welcome. Contact Pat Nelson to
receive a Zoom invite (269-716-3623;
patnelson348@gmail.com).

Morning Meditation
Fridays, 6:30 a.m.
People’s person Gwen AbneyCunningham invites other early risers
to join her on Fridays for her daily
meditation practice.
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326

Page 8

News and Notices

ISAAC Update
ISAAC led a Housing Ordinance presentation
and discussion with its housing partners at the
last City Commission meeting on June 15th. To
watch, please go to https://www.facebook.com/
KalamazooCity/videos/642501933279087/. (This can
also be found on ISAAC’s Facebook page.)
Connectedly, please read and consider adding your
name to a letter to commissioners regarding housing
equity: https://isaackalamazoo.org/add-your-voicesupport-the-housing-equity-ordinance/
ISAAC and our housing partners held a healing
session with area landlords to address
misconceptions about the ordinance, and to
humanize the people who might be experiencing the
issues addressed. A recording of the County
Commission meeting declaring racism a public health
crisis in our county based on racial disparities in
many health outcomes, and addressing police
brutality, can also be viewed on Facebook. ISAAC
leaders are involved in discussions with community
leaders and KDPS in follow-up to George Floyd’s
murder, response to violence at protests, and several
recent fatal shootings. ISAAC has cultivated deep
relationships with KDPS and communities of color
through its work with GVI (Gun Violence
Intervention). ISAAC community workers are
helping raise voices from marginalized communities
about their experiences with KDPS. The focus for
ISAAC at the table is to enable truth telling and
facilitate healing. Information about all Task
Forces can be found on ISAAC’s website. It is
not too late to join!

Instead of our ISAAC Run/Walk/Roll, event this
year, we will have our ISAAC Virtual, Local
Journey to Washington D.C. for Racial
Justice! You may choose your participation
whenever and wherever works for you in August,
all month long. Just keep track of your miles so we
can log them collectively. With everyone's miles
added together, how many Beloved Community
Members can we (virtually) "send" to DC?
Feel free to start thinking about why you will run,
walk or roll for Racial Justice and what your
personal commitment will be for this year. More
details soon!

News & Views

Virtual Annual Meeting July 14th: ISAAC is
required as a non-profit to conduct an annual
meeting and issue an annual report each year. Since
there is no Banquet this year, the Leadership Board
meeting on Tuesday, July 14th from 7-8:30 pm will be
the annual meeting, including a video presentation,
photos and more. All are welcome to attend via
ZOOM. It will be a great opportunity to learn more
about ISAAC’s work.

Drusie Rosegrant
Memorial Service
Sunday, July 19, 1:00 p.m. on Zoom
Join together (virtually) to
celebrate the life and mourn the
death of Drusie Rosegrant.
The connection details for this
service are the same as for our
Sunday services.

To join online, follow this link:
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5527667326 To join by
phone, dial 1-646-876-9923 and enter Meeting ID
552 766 7326

Adopt a Tree
Looking for a safe activity that allows you to get
out of the house and do some work alone outside?
The church could use help taking care of some of
its Memorial Garden trees.

We are looking for volunteers who are willing to
be caretakers of a tree, bring their own tools, and
do the work privately
when it suits them.
Rick Johnson is willing
to meet with you ahead
of time to show you
where the mulch is
kept, and help explain
what might need to be
done.
Please contact Rick at paywala@aol.com or 269657-3460, if interested.
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Art Wall Moved Online—Fundraiser to Begin in July
People’s Church will soon begin hosting images of our Art Wall artists’ work in a
virtual art gallery on the church website. Church member Dave Curl will have some
of his best work on display and available for purchase beginning in mid-July. Framed
18” X 24” pictures are $50 each with all proceeds going to People’s Church. Pick up
of items can be arranged through the church office at office@peopleschurch.net.
Day

Date

Wednesday

July 1

Thursday

Event

Time

Place

Story Time

10:00a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

July 2

Chalice Circle (Van Slambrouck )

1:30p.m.

Call Colleen for Mtg. ID

Friday

July 3

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Saturday

July 4

Independence Day
Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

July 5

Summer Service led by Dan Bair

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

July 6

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Study Group

3:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Call Gay Walker for Mtg. ID
Call Tim Bartik for Mtg. ID

Wednesday

July 8

Story Time

10:00a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Thursday

July 9

Evening Book Club

6:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Friday

July 10

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Sunday

July 12

Summer Service: “All Michigan UU Worship”

10:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 824 8787 4268

Monday

July 13

Chalice Circle (Steele)

6:00p.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Tuesday

July 14

ByLaws Group
Board Meeting
ISAAC Virtual Annual Meeting

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Call Brian Lewis for Mtg. ID
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Call ISAAC for Mtg. ID

Wednesday

July 15

Story Time
Committee on Ministry

10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Friday

July 17

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Saturday

July 18

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Call Pat Nelson for Mtg. ID

Sunday

July 19

Summer Service: led by Hilary Hunt
Memorial Service for Drusie Rosegrant

10:45a.m.
1:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

July 20

Green Sanctuary Committee

4:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 978 8141 4897

Wednesday

July 22

Story Time
Finance Committee

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Friday

July 24

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Saturday

July 25

Chalice Circle (Miller)

11:00a.m.

Call Don Miller for Mtg. ID

Sunday

July 26

Summer Service led by Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Monday

July 27

Newsletter Deadline for August

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

July 28

Facing Life, Facing Death

1:30p.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Wednesday

July 29

Story Time

10:00 a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326

Friday

July 31

Meditation with Gwen

6:30a.m.

Meeting ID: 552 766 7326
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

