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March 1 "Growing Beloved Community: Stewardship Sunday"
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Generosity takes many forms. Join us for this service in which Rev. Rachel will tell
the story of an unlikely birthday gift that has led her to think about generosity in a
new way. This is the launch of our stewardship season—come to be inspired by all
the works of love that People’s people accomplish and dream about what your
generosity will make possible in the future.
March 8 “Accepting Ourselves and Each Other” People’s Youth with
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Our Unitarian Universalist principles include ‘acceptance of one another and
encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations.’ How can we better
match our actions to these aspirations? How do we practice acceptance of other
belief systems within our religiously diverse community and beyond? Our youth
have been pondering these ideas and will share their wisdom in reflections, story,
music, and more. This is sure to be a powerful service.

Please note: Daylight Saving Time begins today. Remember to set your clock
ahead one hour.
March 15 “Happy Anniversary, 1758 North Tenth Street!”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
People’s Church has gathered at our
current location for 50 years. Let’s
celebrate. This service will include
opening a time capsule from 1960,
sharing stories about the history of
our building, and celebratory food.
We will also celebrate the end of our fall stewardship campaign.
March 22 “When Bad People Make Good Art” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In our current era, it is becoming routine to learn that the creator of an important
piece of art has engaged in abusive, problematic, or illegal behavior. How do we
engage with the art, music, film, books, comedy, or other creative work made by
people who have done terrible acts? Can we separate art from the person who
made it? Rev. Rachel has been struggling with this and will share what insights she
has gleaned. Content note: This service will contain references to abuse and sexual
violence, though no detailed descriptions. Take care of yourselves.
Details for the March 29 service are on Page 3

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the podcast of it at: http://peopleschurch.net
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From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
Every week in the service,
we give thanks for all that
sustains us. We say, ‘From
the countless gifts we each
have been given, gifts of
life and love and
sustenance, we bring these
small portions to share in the works of love which
none of us can accomplish alone.’

community embracing and serving our diverse
world.’ For this reason, the stewardship
committee chose Growing Beloved Community
as our focus for this year. Your generosity will
determine how our community grows over the
coming year. Over the next few weeks, I invite
you to consider the commitments you will make
to People’s Church in the coming year. What can
you contribute financially? What skills can you
share? What time can you devote to the works
of love which none of us can accomplish alone?

This sharing is what makes People’s Church
possible. Thank you—and let’s continue. This is
the season when we start looking ahead to the
next fiscal year, which begins in July. Those of you
who pay close attention to our stewardship
campaigns will notice a few things. This year, our
stewardship campaign is earlier and shorter.
We moved it earlier by a few weeks in hopes of
making the budget building process less frantic.
The campaign begins on March 1. After
noticing that most people complete their pledge
forms at the beginning and end of the pledge
campaign, we decided to cut out one of the middle
weeks. The campaign will end on March 15
with a celebration of our 50th anniversary in
our current location. The other aspects of our
stewardship efforts will feel much the same as last
year.

All we do and all we are together is made
possible by your generosity. Thank you.

The mission of People’s Church is to be ‘a beloved

Rachel

You can expect to hear more about our
stewardship campaign during the service on
March 1, as well as in emails (from
generosity.peopleschurch@gmail.com) mailings,
texts (from 269-215-4336), and at the
stewardship table in the foyer after services.
If you have a question about stewardship and
generosity at People’s Church, please reach out
to me or any member of our stewardship
committee—Barb Davis, Bob Davis, Steven
Dibble (chair), Megan Reynolds, and John Steele.
Thank you for your generosity—and see you in
church,

Welcome, Spring Break Service Trip!
From March 21 to 28, a group of students from the University of Missouri will be
staying at People’s Church. They are visiting Kalamazoo for an Alternative Spring
Break trip and will spend their days volunteering at OutFront. If you cross paths
with them, say hello and thank them for serving our community.
To learn more about OutFront’s Host Homes Informational Meeting on Sunday, March 22, please see
article on page 10.
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Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
March 29

“What Is Love?”

Beth Bullmer

Beth’s four-year-old child once told her, “Love is the most powerful force in the Universe.”
Come explore this statement as we attempt to understand and define love. How do we limit
our understanding? Does willingness to love make us better people and, if so, how can we
cultivate more love, in our personal practice of life and in the larger world?
Beth Bullmer has been attending People’s Church for over twenty years. She is a licensed massage
therapist, practicing in Kalamazoo, and holds a bachelor’s degree in English/Theatre from Alma College.
She is a poet, artist and mother who dedicates herself to greater personal growth and deeper
connection to her community.

New Member Welcoming Sunday

People’s Potluck

Sunday, March 22

Sunday, March 8, 12:15 p.m.

If you are considering becoming a member of
People’s Church, an opportune time to do so will
take place on Sunday, March 22.
From 10:00-10:20 a.m., we will
hold a Bond of Union Signing
Ceremony in Room 19. We will
also welcome and recognize our
newest members during the
service. If you’d like to
participate in either of these
events, please sign up on the
table in the foyer, pick up a
membership form from the upstairs Information
Desk, and return it to the church office in person
or by email, office@peopleschurch.net by March
14.

Please bring a dish
to share (with a label
noting ingredients),
and plan to stay after
the service for
a potluck lunch in The Commons.

Memorial Service
for George McCrea
Saturday, March 21, 2:00 p.m.
Come join us to celebrate the life and
mourn the death of this longtime
People’s person. A reception will follow.

We are asking that food
items have labels with
ingredients listed so that
those of us with food
allergies know whether
we can eat it. Thank you.

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, March 24, 1:30-3pm,
Room L1
This month Catherine
Niessink will teach us
about obituary writing.
All are welcome to
attend.
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Getting to Know People’s People—By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Linda Coppens
Linda Coppens began attending
People’s in 2018.
“I’ve always been a Unitarian,” she
said. “When I was in fifth grade my
parents took my sisters and me to
the Sunday School at the First
Unitarian Church in Detroit. Later
I was a member of the Liberal
Religious Youth.”
Linda has also joined UU churches in Asheville, NC
and Indianapolis, IN. She attended an Episcopal
church for a year when she lived in Indianapolis.
“It was interesting and had gorgeous music,” she
said, “but it was not for me. After my husband Alan
died, I turned to meditation and Buddhism for
solace. And I still practice it.”
When she moved to Kalamazoo in 2017, Linda
sought a UU church and was delighted to find and
join People’s. Her sister and brother-in-law Karen
and Tom Voigts are longtime members.

“Here I found all of the above.”
She added, “Rev. Rachel’s sermons and homilies are
wonderful! They’re calming, interesting and inspiring.
Some of the guest speakers are very good. I like
singing the hymns and also like the periods of quiet
stillness during services.”
Now retired, Linda was the college archivist at
Warren Wilson College in Asheville, North Carolina
and earlier the city archivist in Carmel, California.
She is currently working on a biography of the
American classicist, Edith Hamilton.
“I’m always reading, she said, “especially American and
European history, women’s studies, geography and
poetry. I enjoy swimming. I grew up swimming in the
Great Lakes on summer camping trips.” She also
enjoys listening to and playing classical music and jazz.

Linda is at the Visitors’ Table or Information Desk
once a month, and has helped with the Holiday Bazaar
and has joined the Talking Pots several times.

I was looking for friendships, a community of people
(Linda, 75, has two daughters, six grandchildren, two great
with humanistic values, inspiration for spiritual
grandchildren and a cat named Tasha.)
growth and volunteer Social
opportunities,”
Linda
said.
Justice
Coordinating
Committee Update

Library Corner
What American Women Did, 1789-1920, by Linda Miles Coppens
This reference book, written by People’s Church member Linda Coppens, chronicles
women’s accomplishments year-by-year, from the emergence of the republic in 1789
through the end of World War I and the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment in
1920. It includes both notable and unsung women and some men. Activities are
described in seven categories: domesticity, work, education, religion, arts, law and
politics, and joining forces.
Reviews remark that the book is “a must-have” and noteworthy because it is “thoroughly indexed”,
contains “copious illustrations” and is “sensitive to the claims of [minority groups] and white working
women”.
On display on library shelving now. To be found later under 305.4 Co.
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
February Special Collection
We collected $1,496 for the UUA as part of our
February 16th Special Collection. Thanks to everyone
who contributed.

Special Collection for March

Our March 8th Special
Collection will benefit
Keystone Vets Transitional
Housing, a program of
Kalamazoo County Public
Housing Commission (KCPHC). ISAAC Housing Task
Force has partnered with KCPHC since 2003.
In 2018 the Kalamazoo County Public Housing
Commission (KCPHC) began communicating with
several veteran’s service groups and the service
groups all indicated that transitional housing for
homeless vets was needed in our community. As a
result of these talks, Keystone Vets Transitional
Housing Project was launched. KCPHC signed a fiveyear lease and invested $75,000 to rehab and create a
six-bed shelter with a ramp and one ADA bedroom
with bath and kitchen. The other five bedrooms are
for ambulatory vets. The work on the home has been
completed and KCPHC is now working on furnishing
the house. One of the major needs is to purchase
beds. Our Second Sunday Special Collection will help
provide funds to purchase beds and other needed
items for the house. The house is located at 422
Stockbridge Avenue.

ISAAC Update
With help from our special collection and many
additional donors from our congregation, ISAAC has
reached and surpassed the minimum required
($50,000) to establish its endowment with the
Kalamazoo Community Foundation (KZCF).
Receiving interest each year will provide a small but
sustainable portion of ISAAC’s budget. In addition,
Dr. Charlae announced that ISAAC has received two
grants to support the issue work of the task forces;

one from the Stryker Johnson foundation and the
other from KZCF). Rev. Rachel recently met with
each Task Force to obtain input in her role as
representative from the faith community on the
Foundation for Excellence Board. Galilee Church has
rejoined ISAAC, bringing our membership of
congregations and organizations to more than 30!
The work of the Task Forces—Preventing Gun
Violence, Housing, and Anti-Racism—is still in
formation. If you would like to join one, see the
ISAAC website or Facebook page for the monthly
meeting date, time and place for each one. You will
find a People’s person at the table with you!

Refugee Resettlement
The Kalamazoo Refugee Resource Coalition (KRRC)
has received a grant from Kalamazoo Community
Foundation for summer school funding. People’s
Church support, by providing funding through our
Second Sunday Special Collection and housing the
pilot program in the summer of 2019 helped make
this grant possible.

Open Doors
Our church has been forming a partnership with
Open Doors, and as part of that partnership we
have supported them by having tables at their annual
fundraising event. This year the annual Discover
Open Doors Luncheon at the Radisson Plaza
will be held Wednesday, April 22nd 12:00 –
1:00. At this event attendees will hear from people
whose lives have been significantly impacted by
Open Doors. They will share the mission of Open
Doors and celebrate the many successes that that
we all so grateful for. There is no cost to attend,
however we hope after hearing about the impact
Open Doors makes on the people in our
community, you will feel inspired to make a
contribution to support this vital work. Reverend
Rachel and Rochelle Habeck Hunt will each host a
table for the event. Sign-up sheets will be on the
table in the foyer.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the first
Monday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in Room L1. (Please note the new meeting time.)
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Green Spot—Update on Net Zero
Last year the Green Sanctuary Committee created
the Net Zero Task Force to work with the Finance
and Building & Grounds Committees, to explore
the possibilities for People’s Church achieving net
zero carbon emissions. After several months of
discussions, interviews with outside experts and
contractors, and examination of the church building
components, a plan of action is coming into focus.
Details need to be worked out before presenting it
to the board and the congregation, but here is a
broad outline of the plan so far.
The plan aims to achieve net zero carbon emissions
from our building by 2030.
Some things have already been, or will soon be
implemented:
 Building & Grounds has been systematically
replacing our fluorescent lighting with LEDs to
reduce electricity consumption
 A 20 kW solar photovoltaic roof array has
been approved by the board, and will be
installed when weather permits this spring—
this will offset 30-40% of our electric usage
 The hot water distribution pipes for the heating
system have been insulated by the Building and
Grounds Committee
 3 inefficient distribution pumps in the heating
system will soon be replaced
This coming year will involve working out details
for future projects:







Develop and test prototypes for improving
the thermal efficiency of our windows, and
Insulate the ceilings of the classrooms and
offices in the old building
Explore technical solutions to improve the
efficiency of our heating system, and develop
construction details for other projects as
needed
Develop cost and savings estimates for these
and future projects.

The rest of the plan will involve two major
efforts:
 Insulate the entire building envelope—roofs,
walls, and foundation—in order to reduce
our energy needs as much as possible
 Phase in the replacement of our current
fossil fuel based heating system with efficient,
electricity driven, HVAC systems using
newer and emerging technology.
The suggested implementation will be phased
over the next 10 years to coordinate with such
things as the payoff of the current building loan,
the purchase of the balance of the solar panels,
and expected replacement schedules for the
existing roofs and heating system. At the end of
that period we can then evaluate our energy
demands, the progress Consumers Energy has
made to wean itself from fossil fuels, and the
potential need to add more solar panels or to
purchase renewable energy credits.

Climate Forum
Sunday, March 22, 12:30 p.m., Room 19
“The Regenerative Neighborhood” Cultivating Gardens, Yards and Resilient
Communities”
Presenter Dan Bair will discuss how food growing and yard care practices can address
climate change while building community.
A light snack will be served. For more information, contact Cybelle Shattuck
(scybelle@umich.edu).
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Styrofoam Collection
There will be a styrofoam collection at
church on Sunday, March 22. Please
bring all your styrofoam to be recycled
to church on that day.

Participate in Earth Day!
People's Church is an official sponsor of
Kalamazoo's Earth Day.
2020 will be Earth Day’s 50th
Anniversary Celebration. In
Kalamazoo, Earth Day includes
music, speakers, art, interactive
booths (over 80), dozens of
games and children's activities,
free books, food trucks, electric
cars and more!
The event will be Saturday, April 18, from noon to
5:00 at the Kalamazoo Farmers Market, 1204 Bank
Street.
Ways you can become involved:
Invite friends, organizations, and families!
Like Page on Facebook!
Volunteer on Earth Day
Reserve a booth
Join the Earth Day Committee
For more information contact: Allen Webb,
allen.webb@wmich.edu

We Are the Weather Author
to Speak in Kalamazoo
Author Jonathan Safran Foer will be
speaking at Chenery Auditorium on
Tuesday, March 10 at 7 p.m.
This is a FREE event, but seating is
limited. For more information, go to
the KPL website.
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New Chalice Circle Forming
There are a couple of
spots remaining in a
new Chalice Circle
starting this month
(tentatively 2nd or 3rd
Saturday 1:00 3:00p.m.).
If you are interested, contact leader, River
Artz-Iffland (artziffland@juno.com), or
Membership/Connections committee
member, Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).
We expect to start another Chalice Circle
next fall.
Chalice Circles offer an opportunity to
meet with others around a commitment
to practice listening and sharing in ways
that allow us to be real and honest, and
have the kind of deeper conversations that
can be difficult to make during coffee hour
on Sundays. In Chalice Circles, we focus
on topics from our life experience.
Readings address spiritual topics, such as
gratitude, balance, nature, or God. Other
readings reflect themes such as listening,
loss and grief, forgiveness, or friendship.
Members respond to the topic questions
by sharing personal experiences and
feelings.
Meetings are generally two hours, once
per month. We ask participants to make a
3-month commitment; at which point the
group will decide whether or not to
continue. More information is at the signup table. If you have other questions, feel
free to contact Membership/Connections
Committee adjunct for ongoing groups,
Pat Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com).
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Race Matters
Reflections
I wonder if the lens
through which I see the
world is clear and wide
enough to “Let
Everyone In” as Peter
Mayer encourages us.
I wonder if I have
enough self-awareness
to know when I am
honoring the dignity and
self-worth of others. I know that it is a
dance, and that my degree of awakening and
awareness changes from moment to
moment, with a myriad of inputs and
influences. I know that self-compassion is a
daily practice, the ripples of which can be felt
across the globe. I know that we cannot give
to others what we cannot give ourselves.
I reflect on my strengths of Bravery,
Appreciation of Beauty and Excellence and
Gratitude (VIAcharacter.org) and strengthen
myself to have tough conversations and
contribute to dismantling racist and sexist
structures. I look for beauty everywhere and
seek with curiosity what others in this world
perceive as beautiful. I challenge my
definitions of excellence, to attempt to see if
a smear of white supremacy has clouded my
lens of behaviors and expectations. And I
practice gratitude daily. I am so grateful for
the gorgeous prose of Ta-Nehisi Coates,

whose commanding and artful work of
fiction The Water Dancer provided a call to
action I am compelled to join.
“It occurred to me that an examination
of the Task revealed not just those
evils particular to Virginia, to my old
world, but the great need for a new
one entirely. Slavery was the root of all
struggle. For it was said that the
factories enslaved the hands of
children, and that childbearing enslaved
the bodies of women, and that rum
enslaved the souls of men. In that
moment I understood, from that
whirlwind of ideas, that this secret war
was waged against something more
than the Taskmasters of Virginia, that
we sought not merely to improve the
world, but to remake it entirely.”
(pp 251-252)
May we awaken, raise our awareness,
practice self-compassion, and gather our
strengths to do what needs to be done. To
remake our world, and let EVERYONE in.
May it begin within me.
Elizabeth J. Warner, MD FACP CPE
President of People’s Church Board of Trustees

Monthly All-Church Antiracism Discussion
Sunday, March 8, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
All are welcome to attend this discussion in Room 19. Please feel
free to bring a brown bag lunch. Light snacks will be provided.
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Anti-Bias & Anti-Racism
Race Prejudice
+
the misuse of power by systems and institutions
= Racism
I was fortunate to attend a training in Anti-Bias, AntiRacism education recently. As we offer religious education for all ages at People’s Church, it is important for us
to recognize that this currently occurs within the framework of white supremacy culture.
With all of our efforts to sow seeds of peace, love, justice and compassion, our institution is still steeped in
white supremacy cultural values.
In order to begin recognizing the water in which we are
swimming, we need to recognize and interrupt racism and bias whenever possible.
Of course the first step is to remove the veils from our
own eyes. Since it is impossible to be raised in this culture and not be influenced by the dominant norms and
values which surround us, we need to begin by recognizing and challenging our own biases.
Many of us at People’s Church come here because we
already reject many of the dominant societal values of
over-consumption, hierarchical thinking, homophobia,
sexism, classism and environmental destruction.
By continuing to learn and grow, we can create more
opportunities to interrupt all of the ‘isms’ when we see
them, including racism, ableism, ageism, etc. This is the
way we can transform our congregation into an
anti-racist institution.
I just finished a five-week webinar series re-examining
our UU history through an anti-racist lens. It was fascinating to see where in history the Unitarians and Universalists were progressive and the places where our forbearers were woefully ignorant. Of course, as UUs our
faith is made up of individuals, thus our primary sphere
of influence is within ourselves and our congregations.
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High School Youth Sleepover
& Worship Planning
Saturday, March 7 at 3:00 pm
Join Reverend Rachel for a fun church sleepover and
worship planning session. All participants are invited to
lead Sunday morning’s worship together on March 8.
Please RSVP to
minister@peopleschurch.net
Note: Due to this event, Sunday’s
regularly scheduled youth group will not
occur.
those who didn’t fit into the dominant paradigm which
was designed to benefit white, cis, hetero, wealthy men.
The need to support our trans and non-binary friends
and relatives is at the forefront today. We have so much
opportunity to practice being radically welcoming
within our congregation in this realm. If someone’s personal pronouns change, please try to remember and use
the new pronouns. If someone uses “they/them” rather
than “he or she,” please don’t express your frustration
over incorrect English grammar.
Folks need to be unabashedly affirmed and accepted
within our congregation that claims to be Welcoming.
The rest of the world can be much less kind. If we affirm
the inherent worth and dignity of ALL, let us actually practice these values as much as possible.
Children learn more from what they see than from what
they hear. Let us model the Beloved Community as
much as possible at People’s Church.
With expanded awareness and efforts, may we move
toward more justice and equity in all our understandings and relations!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

CONservation Middle School Election CON

April 3-5, 2020 at People’s Church
Expanding our awareness through approaching that
All 6-8th-graders are invited to participate in this fun
which we do not understand with an attitude of curiosity weekend UU youth conference. Meet other youth from
and humility is a helpful approach to facilitate change.
around the region and together enjoy games, workshops, youth worship, great food and much Fun!
Throughout history, many UUs fought for abolition,
Register now at https://forms.gle/mpeAAokxRQ4tYhoT8
women’s suffrage, gay rights, trans rights, etc. while
many others were much slower to accept and affirm
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Events and Activities

Discussion Group
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
March 7: Bob Friedel will lead a discussion on
'Alternatives to GDP'. An introduction can be
found here: https://medium.com/
@designforsustainability/gdp-as-an-insufficienteconomic-indicator-some-more-systemicalternatives-91d2e8c093df
March 21: Kay Spade will lead a discussion on
'Multi-tasking: good or bad for you? Bring your
own examples." Recommended reading: https://
www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2007/11/
the-autumn-of-themultitaskers/306342/
The Discussion Group
meets on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month,
from 10:30 - 12:00, in Room 6/7. Anyone
welcome to any meeting. To get on the email
list to receive suggested reading in advance,
contact Pat Nelson at patnelson348@gmail.com.
Topics are chosen by participants, with input
from the group. We take turns bringing treats.
Bring your own drink.

Evening Book Club
Thursday, March 5, 6:00 p.m.

Kindred by Olivia Butler will be
reviewed at our next gathering by
Emily Bettencourt. (Rescheduled
from February, due to bad weather.)
Newcomers are welcome.
We meet 6-7:30 p.m. in Room L2.
We will continue on 1st Thursdays of the month
in April (The Language of Flowers by Vanessa
Diffenbaugh, reviewed by Lois Loeffler) and May
(Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo,
reviewed by Marijo Steenstra). Check upcoming
newsletters for locations.

News & Views

Study Group
Monday, March 9, 7:30p.m.
At our next meeting, the Study Group will be
discussing the book Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're
Wrong About the World—and Why
Things Are Better Than You Think, by
the late Hans Rosling and collaborators.
Rosling, a well-known public health
expert, argues in this 2018 book on the
side of optimism about many global
trends.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a variety
of books, dealing with religious, philosophical,
historical and scientific issues of common interest.
Newcomers to the group are welcome! We meet in
Room 18. For more information, contact Tim
Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269-806-1904.

LGBTQ Youth Host Homes
Informational Meeting
Sunday, March 22, 2-3:30pm,
OutFront Kalamazoo, 340 S Rose Street (across
from the downtown library)
Over the past few years, a coalition of social service
agencies, faith leaders, and LGBTQ community
leaders have been working hard to develop a host
homes program to help LGBTQ youth experiencing
homelessness (often because they were kicked out
of their home when a parent learned about their
sexual orientation or gender identity).
Now, a plan coming together to match interested
homeless LGBTQ teens with host homes for short
term housing (6 weeks or so) while more
permanent housing is secured. Please come to this
informational meeting to learn more about this
program. The organizers are looking for families and
households to serve as hosts—and people
interested in serving youth and hosts in other ways.
Many people, serving in many ways are needed to
help some of the most vulnerable children in our
community safe.
If you have questions about any of this, please
contact Rev. Rachel.
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Mindfulness Meditation Class

Buddhism Classes

1st and 3rd Thursdays
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 9

Tuesday evenings
from 7-8:30 p.m. in Room 9

Everyone is invited to
participate in this
class to practice both
silent and guided
meditations in
addition to
discussions of how to bring more mindfulness
into our lives. Contact Diane Melvin for more
information at 269-686-6031.

“Buddhism for the Digital Age”
A Presentation by Demo Rinpoche
Saturday, March 28th,1:00 p.m.
Demo Rinpoche will
introduce methods for
enhancing our ability to
overcome pervasive
stress endemic to today’s
digitally driven society.
We will learn techniques
to steady the mind and
improve our
understanding of both
our inner and outer
world.
This presentation will take place in Room 9130
at the Texas township campus of Kalamazoo
Valley Community College, 6767 W. O Ave.,
Kalamazoo, MI 49009. from 1-2:30 p.m.
All are welcome.
The event and reception are free, but please
RSVP to westmi@jewelheart.org
so that we have an idea of attendance,
especially for catering.

March: White Tara Class
In March, we will learn about the
practice of White Tara, a Tibetan
Buddhist deity associated with
physical/emotional healing for
oneself and others.
April: Transforming Negativity
A follow-up class after Demo Rinpoche's
March 28th talk based on a transcript by
Kyabje Gelek Rimpoche which addresses the
causes of and solutions for negative mental
states and emotions such as obsession, anger,
lack of focus and distorted understanding.
This class will run for 8 weeks starting April 7.
These classes are FREE and sponsored by
Jewel Heart, but donations are accepted. We
meet weekly in Room 9. Call 734-368-8701
or 269-944-1575 or email
westmi@jewelheart.org with questions or go
to www.jewelheart.org/chapters, for more
information.

Open Meditation
Saturday, March 14,
9:30 a.m.-12:00p.m.
Jewel Heart will also be hosting
an open meditation session on
the morning of Saturday,
March 14.
Experienced and beginning
meditators welcome.
We will meet in Room 9.
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Chalice Sparx
UU Family Camp & Retreat
Registration for this summer’s Chalice Sparx Family
Camp & Retreat for Unitarian Universalist families is
now open. Join us July 10-13 in Cassopolis, Michigan
for an amazing all ages experience at lovely Camp
Friedenswald in southwestern Michigan.

Families learn together, worship together and explore
together in a community of all ages. Activities include
swimming, hiking or riding a wagon through the trails,
canoeing, archery, popcorn popped in a kettle over
an open fire, and of course, S’mores and singing camp
songs.
Check out the website for more
information: http://chalicesparx.org
Day

Date

Sunday

March 1

News & Views

Square Dance
at People’s Church
Monday, March 9th, 7:30 p.m.
Spring is almost here. Let’s celebrate with a
community Square Dance at People’s Church!
Live music, lessons
and a great time
for new and
experienced
dancers.
All ages welcome.
Doors: 6:30 pm,
Lesson: 7:00 pm.
Dance: 7:30 pm
Admission: $8, more if you can
Caller: Lynn Garren
Music: Some of our local favorites!

Event

Time

Place

Sunday Service: “Growing Beloved Community:
Stewardship Sunday" Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Dismantling Racism Implementation Team
Pastoral Care Team Planning
General Assembly 2021 Meeting

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room L1
Room L2
Room 19

Monday

March 2

Social Justice Coordinating Committee

10:30a.m.

Room L1

Tuesday

March 3

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen
Room L1

Wednesday

March 4

Staff Meeting
Membership/Connections Committee

2:00p.m.
5:30p.m.

Room 19
Room L1

Thursday

March 5

Chalice Circle (Van Slambrouck)
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Evening Book Club
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

1:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
Room 12
Room L2
Room 9
The Commons

Saturday

March 7

Discussion Group
High School Sleepover and Worship Planning

10:30a.m.
3:00p.m.

Room 6/7
Meet at church

Sunday

March 8

Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday Service: “Accepting Ourselves and Each
Other” People’s Youth with Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Special Collection for the Kalamazoo County Public
Housing Commission
People’s Potluck
Monthly Anti-Racism Discussion

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.

The Commons
Room 19
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Chalice Circle (Steele)
Study Group

6:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Room 9
Room 18

Presidential Primary Voting
Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

March 11

Staff Meeting
Religious Education Committee

2:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 8

Thursday

March 12

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Dismantling Racism Steering Team
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 18
The Commons

Sunday

March 15

Stewardship Pledges Due Today
Sunday Service: “Happy Anniversary, 1758 North
Tenth Street!” Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Monday

March 16

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Green Sanctuary

3:00p.m.
4:45p.m.

Gay Walker’s Home
Room L1

Tuesday

March 17

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet at church
Foyer

Wednesday

March 18

Staff Meeting
White Tara Meditation
Committee on Ministry

2:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 9
Darryl Loiacano’s Home

Thursday

March 19

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 9
The Commons

Saturday

March 21

Discussion Group
Memorial Service for George McCrea

10:30a.m.
2:00p.m.

Room 6/7
The Commons

Sunday

March 22

Styrofoam Collection
Bond of Union Signing Ceremony
Sunday Service: “When Bad People Make Good Art”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Worship Circle: Nursery and Preschool Families
Sunday Services Committee
Climate Forum with Dan Bair
LGBTQ Youth Host Homes Informational Mtg.

10:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Downstairs Lobby
Room 19
The Commons

10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.
2:00p.m.

Room 9
Room L1
Room 19
OutFront Kalamazoo,
340 S Rose Street,

Monday

March 23

Newsletter Deadline for April

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

March 24

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Wednesday

March 25

Staff Meeting

2:00p.m.

Room 19

Thursday

March 26

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Lojong Study Group
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room L2
The Commons

Saturday

March 28

Chalice Circle (Miller)

11:00a.m.

Room 18

Sunday

March 29

Sunday Service: “What Is Love?” Beth Bullmer
Music Committee

10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.

The Commons
Room 18

Tuesday

March 31

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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News & Views
1758 N. 10th St.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

