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February 2 "Becoming the Beloved Community" Dr. Charlae Davis
Dr. Charlae Monique Davis was born and raised in Kalamazoo, the youngest child
of Kalamazoo Public Schools educators Vern and Auga Davis.
She is a graduate of the University of Michigan and Michigan State
University, and has worked as a counselor and lecturer/instructor
at these institutions. Dr. Davis currently works as the Executive
Director of Interfaith Strategy for Advocacy & Action in the
Community (ISAAC), a faith-based non-profit community
organizing network made up of 31 member Congregations/
Organizations. ISAAC is currently working on the issues of
housing, anti-racism, community violence and gun violence. She is also a
Kalamazoo Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation racial healing practitioner.

10,
11

February 9 “The Warmth of Community: A Reverse Service”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg and Diane Melvin
This is a special Sunday service! After gathering together for the first part of the
service, as usual, the children will sing the adults out of The Commons to attend a
variety of workshops, activities, and spiritual practice sessions in other parts of the
church building. Rev. Rachel and Diane Melvin will then lead the children in
exploring the meaning of community, connection, and covenant.
February 16 “The Transforming Power of Love” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In the time around Valentine’s Day, it is easy to be sentimental about
love. Yet, one of the six sources of Unitarian Universalism offers a very
different idea of love: “Words and deeds of prophetic people which
challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil with justice,
compassion, and the transforming power of love.” How might the
prophetic tradition challenge us to confront the powers and structures
of evil with love today?

February 23 “The Inter-dependent Web: Our Connection to Self, Life
& Others Through Poetry”
Our annual Poetry Service will explore themes of connection and the human
experience. Please contact Beth Bullmer (beth.bullmer@gmail.com) by February
1st, if you’d like to participate by sharing your own poetry in this service.

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the podcast of it at: http://peopleschurch.net
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From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
Many of you received an
email on Christmas
morning from someone
pretending to be me.
It read:
‘Good morning, are you
available?
Email me as soon as you get my message.
God Bless,
Rev. Rachel Lonberg’
Those of you who responded were then asked
to buy iTunes gift cards and send the codes from
them, supposedly to cheer ‘a friend’ in the
hospital undergoing treatment for cancer.
This scam makes me furious. It undermines the
trust you have in me and in the role of minister.
I think very carefully about how and why I invite
you to be generous with your time and money
and whose talents might best meet a particular
need—and this scam preys upon that. It makes
me sad that the integrity of our relationship can
be used to take advantage of your trust and cost
you money.
This scam also made me deeply worried about
the security of our email systems and databases
at the church. How did these scammers get so many
of your email addresses anyway? After
conversations with people wiser about
technology than me, I can say with confidence
that People’s databases were not hacked.
The information you entrust to us,
including your addresses and the details of
how you contribute money to the church,
are secure.
How do we know this? One of the people who
reached out to me to ask about the strange email
she received was the adult child of a church
member. She and I have never communicated by

email (only by phone). No one else on the
church staff has communicated with her by
email and we have no record of her email
address anywhere.
This leads us to suspect that a People’s person’s
email was hacked and contact list copied. Once
the scammers saw a ‘Rev.’ in the contact list,
they waited until Christmas morning to send
out the scam email to everyone else in the
contact list. The People’s people (and at least
one adult child of a People’s person) who
received that email tried to figure out if it was
real, while the non-People’s people ignored it
like we ignore so much of the spam email that
comes our way.
Going forward, I hope you all continue to be the
question-asking people that you are, making
sure that something is real before you respond.
If you ever get an email from me (or anyone
else) that seems off, please call me (or them) to
check in. Know that I will never ask you for gift
cards. We have a minister’s discretionary fund
that I access to help people in difficult situations
when small amounts of money could make a big
difference. Should someone in our church have
an urgent need, I will turn to that fund. And
thanks to so many of you who generously
contributed to the minister’s discretionary fund
at our Christmas Eve service.
While it was nice to receive emails and phone
calls from a few dozen of you on Christmas and
the days after, I hope our church is never hit by
such a scam again.
See you in church,
Rachel
PS: I will be out of town January 29-February 4,
visiting my grandmother. I will be away from
email, but can be reached by phone if you need
me.

Volume 81, Issue 6

Page 3

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Membership Orientation
Sunday, February 16, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
If you are considering becoming a member of People’s Church or would
simply like to know more about the church and/or Unitarian Universalism,
please plan to attend our Membership Orientation after the service on
February 16, in Room 19 from 12:30-2:30 p.m. Rev. Rachel will be there,
along with representatives from the Membership, Religious Education, and
Stewardship committees. A light lunch will be served and childcare provided.
Please sign up in the foyer.

ADOPT-A-HYMNAL

Anti-Bias, Anti-Racist
Education Workshop

The music program would like to bring you more songs
from the Singing the Journey supplemental hymnal, while
ensuring that People's is appropriately observing
copyrights. This hymnal brings us songs like "Blue Boat
Home", and "When our Heart is in a Holy Place". So,
starting Sunday, January 26th, the Music Committee will
be accepting donations to raise $450 to add 25 copies
of Singing the Journey to People's Singers’ library.

Saturday, February 15, 9a.m.-4p.m.

All donors that identify themselves will have their
names included on a bookplate inside
the cover of one of the hymnals
purchased. While each hymnal is $18,
donations of any amount would be
appreciated! On the 26th we will be
ready to accept donations of cash and
check in the foyer after the service.
We are exploring how to accept
donations via electronic funds.
Donations can also be made through
the offertory basket—just note your check or envelope
as a donation for the purchase of hymnals.
We are grateful for the support all of you have shown,
and continue to show, for our music program. We will
look forward to singing, and teaching you, more of this
collection of songs! To see more information about
these hymnals, go to https://www.uua.org/worship/
music/hymnals/journey

This one-day workshop facilitated by
ERACCE provides an introductory
process for developing greater
understanding and awareness of how
systemic racism and bias affect
children and youth. This workshop will
introduce the four goals of anti-bias
and anti-racism (ABAR) education and
look at some basic steps to bring these
goals into parenting and other
interactions with children.

Rev. Rachel writes, “this workshop has
made a tremendous difference in my
comfort with and ability to talk to my
children about race and racism. I am
thrilled that we are offering it to
People’s people and the wider
community.”
This workshop is typically $150, but
the church is committed to making
sure cost is not an obstacle for
People’s people who want to attend.
For more information or to register,
please contact Rev. Rachel.
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Ann Shepich
Ann Shepich grew up
attending the Twin Lakes
Reform Church in Cooper.
She says later when she
took an online quiz “What
religion are you?” she found
she matched best with UU.
A Google search led her to
People’s. That was the
summer of 2014.
Ann said she came to People’s to deepen her
connection with spirituality and to put her
daughter in the religious education program.
She said, “Here at People’s, I’ve found a
wonderful community of like-minded seekers,
and a place where I can contribute too.”

Ann is a Religious Education teacher, OWL
instructor and a member of the committee for
ministry.
She continues to attend she says, “Because it feels
right and good, and Reverend Rachel’s sermons
always seem to speak to me.”
“I connect with the Universe, Spirit and Nature,”
she said. One of her interests is Paranormal.
Paranormal events are purported phenomena
described in popular culture, folk, and other nonscientific bodies of knowledge, whose existence
within these contexts is described as beyond
normal experience or scientific explanation.
(Ann, 35, a hairstylist, lives with her husband Nick
and 7-year old daughter Delaney.)

Library Corner
Social Justice Coordinating
Committee Update
Saving Civility: 52 Ways to Tame Rude, Crude & Attitude for a Polite Planet, by Sara Hacala
Cyberbullying, hostile and polarizing political infighting, and tasteless and
tactless behavior may be on the rise, but it doesn't have to be this way.
Sara Hacala, a certified etiquette and protocol consultant, offers a
definitive look at what civility means and how it can change the nature of
everyday interaction. She goes beyond a superficial discussion of proper
manners to present civility as a mind-set that encompasses values and
attitudes that help you embrace your connections to others and repair
society. Tapping the wisdom of ancient spiritual luminaries as well as the
latest social science research, she provides fifty-two practical ways you
can reverse the course of incivility and make the world a more enriching,
pleasant place to live.
On display on library shelving. To be found later under 395 Ha
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
January Special Collection
We collected $1119 for Open Doors as part of
our January 12 Special Collection. Thanks to
everyone who contributed.
Special Collection for
The Unitarian Universalist Association
Sunday, February 16
The UUA helps our church thrive. From religious
education curricula to hymnals
containing the songs we sing to advice
for our bylaws committee to the
conferences our youth love to attend
to professional development
opportunities for our program staff, so
much of what happens at People’s Church is
dependent on UUA programs, staff, and
resources.
For the past few years, to balance our budget,
People’s Church has paid only 25% of what the
UUA considers our “fair share” contribution to
our association. This special collection is a
chance for us to move closer into right
relationship with our wider association by closing
the gap between what is fair and what we are
currently paying. For more information about the
UUA and its programs, please visit www.uua.org

Collecting Baby Blankets for Newborns
We are collecting new warm baby blankets that
can be used to tuck around newborns in their
car seats as they leave the hospital. Bronson's
Labor and Delivery nurses
have noted that many
families don't have these
kind of warm blankets and
really appreciate it when
they receive one. Small
fleece blankets and other
small thick blankets are needed. We have a box
for collecting the blankets in the lower level
entryway behind the Visitors’ Desk.
Refugee Resettlement Update
Molham (second son) has opened a new
restaurant, Middle Eastern Appetite, with two
partners from Syria and Iraq. The restaurant is
located near WMU
campus at the top of
Howard Street hill on the
southwest corner in a
small strip mall: 2625 W.
Michigan Ave. Please
consider visiting the
restaurant and telling
Molham you are from
People's Church, and also spread the word to
friends and family. They only have about 3-4
tables set up for in-house dining, as most
business is take-out.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the second
Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in Room L1.

Monthly All-Church Antiracism Discussion
Sunday, February 9, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
All are welcome to attend this discussion in Room 19. Please feel free to bring a brown bag lunch.
Light snacks will be provided.
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Sabbatical Town Halls
The Board of Trustees is hosting two information sessions for the congregation to share their
thinking (and gather ideas) on how to fill Rev. Rachel’s duties while she is on sabbatical next
year (February 15 through July 15, 2021). These information sessions will happen Sunday,
February 2, 9:30-10:30am in Room 19 and Sunday, February 16, 12:30-1:30pm in
Room 9. Please join us.

CLIMATE CORNER
How you can fight the climate crisis.

Get Motivated

Get Involved

Lights blazing away? This is a great time of the year
to save money and reduce your personal carbon
footprint by switching to LED light bulbs. Even if
you’ve been changing over to LEDs, take an
inventory to see which bulbs you still need to
replace. Then go straight to your favorite
hardware store to take advantage of prices that
are subsidized by Consumers Energy. They are
available in the full color temperature range from
warm to daylight, and a variety of sizes. Ask a clerk
to help you.

Here are some organizations with local
chapters that are taking action right now to
fight climate change:

Get Informed

Earth Day - help plan and organize the 50th
Earth Day in Kalamazoo

At People’s Church
Climate Forum - Sunday, February 23, 12:30,
Room 19 - “The Green New Deal” with Dr.
Denise Keele - snacks will be available
Fridays for Future - 12:00-1:00 - Fetzer Center,
WMU, January 31 - “Climate Change in the
American Mind”

Citizens Climate Lobby - non-partisan
legislative initiative at the Federal level to
reduce carbon emissions
Extinction Rebellion - active, non-violent
protest movement
Sierra Club - lobbying and political action
organization

People’s Church Green Sanctuary
Committee - help move your church
community along the path to sustainability.
We have ideas for action that are in need of
a champion—no need to attend committee
meetings!

Discussion on We Are The Weather
Sunday, February 16, 12:30-2:00p.m., Room L2
The Green Sanctuary Committee of People's Church is pleased to participate in the Kalamazoo Public
Library's Reading Together 2020 by sponsoring a book discussion of Jonathon Saffron Foer's We Are
the Weather. All are welcome to this discussion, whether you have read the book or not.
Join us to learn about the ways in which climate change is affecting our planet and our community, and
what you can do. This event will be facilitated by climate activist and People's Church member,
Donna McClurkan. A light, vegetarian lunch will be served.
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The Sacred in the Mundane
Beloved UU religious educator Sophia Lyons Fahs said
that, “Life becomes religious whenever we make it so.”
All around us are opportunities to notice sacred moments, even in the midst of the mundane. What daily
rituals do you and/or your family engage in? Activities as
simple as teeth brushing and dish washing can be sacred
acts when done with care and attention.
May you discover the Holy within yourself and everywhere you direct your attention to notice it.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

H.S. OWL Final Sleepover
Feb. 1st @ 6:00 PM
Thank you to Don Miller, Beth Bullmer, Pam
Wadsworth and Rebekah Sharp for teaching this class.

Living in UUville
Next up for these 11th-12th grade youth is a Live
Action Role Playing curriculum entitled “Living in
UUville.” Youth will develop character through rolling
the dice and using the 7 UU principles to navigate
Michael Servetus Academy, UUville and the Unitarian
Universalist States of America. Youth will have the
opportunity to navigate ethically ambiguous dilemmas
using the principle to help guide their choices.
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When
No one is looking
I swallow deserts and clouds
And chew on mountains knowing
They are sweet
Bones!
When no one is looking and I want
To kiss
God
I just lift my own hand
To
My
Mouth.
~Hafiz

High School Social Justice CON
Environmental eCONomy
Feb. 14-16, 2020 in Indianapolis
https://bit.ly/2Tj9VUT
Eliza and Isabel Measzros and Ellie McCormick

CONsciencious 2020 Young Adult Con
a Success!
Thank you to Isabel Measzros and Hayden Guild for
being the Co-Deans for this CONference. Special
thanks to the planning team who made it all happen:
Ellie McCormick, Eliza and Isabel Measzros, Kiernan
Dean-Hall, Sam Newton, Rowan Renstrom Richards,
Amber Stilson and Hayden Guild!

Youth Worship Circle and Youth Group
February 9

Young Adult Kalamazoo CON 2020 participants

Who: All 9-12th Graders
What: UU Worship, Connections, Planning and Fun
When: 2nd Sundays until 1:30
Where: Gather for lunch in room 8 after church
Questions? Contact youth group leader Annie
Hampel at 608-239-9363
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Evening Book Club
Kindred by Octavia E. Butler
will be reviewed by Emily
Bettencourt on Thursday,
February 6, 6-7:30 p.m.
(Room L2) (We did not
know when we chose this
book that it would be KPL's
Reading Race Group's topic
last month.)
Anyone interested is
welcome to attend, this or
any other meetings, expected to continue on
2nd Thursday evenings through this church
year.
Discussion Group
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
February 1: Bob Hardin will lead the discussion,
based on the book, Modern Manhood:
Conversations about the Complicated World of
Being a Good Man Today, by Cleo Stiller.
February 15: Bob Friedel will lead a discussion
on 'Alternatives to GDP'. An introduction can
be found here: https://medium.com/
@designforsustainability/gdp-as-an-insufficienteconomic-indicator-some-more-systemicalternatives-91d2e8c093df
The Discussion Group
meets on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays of the
month, from 10:30 12:00, in Room 6/7.
Anyone welcome to any meeting. To get on the
email list to receive suggested reading in
advance, contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson348@gmail.com. Topics are chosen
by participants, with input from the group. We
take turns bringing treats. Bring your own
drink.

News & Views

Study Group
Monday, February 10, 7:30p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting next on
Monday, February 10, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 18.
We will be discussing the book
Exhalation, by Ted Chiang. This
is a book of science fiction
stories with philosophical
themes, which has been
selected as a best book of 2019
by the New York Times and by
Barack Obama.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a
variety of books, dealing with religious,
philosophical, historical and scientific issues of
common interest. Newcomers to the group are
welcome! For more information, contact Tim
Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269-806-1904.

Attend UUA General Assembly
The General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association is the annual national
gathering to do the work of our wider religious
association. There are business meetings,
worship, music,
workshop, and chances
to engage in the work of
justice. This spring,
General Assembly is
taking place in
Providence, Rhode Island,
June 24-28. If you are
interested in representing
our church (either in person or remotely),
please contact Rev. Rachel.
In 2021, General Assembly will happen in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 23-27. Please mark
your calendars and consider attending. This is
the closest this gathering has been in years.

Volume 81, Issue 6

Religious
Educations
Notes
Events and
Activities

Lojong Study Group
The Lojong Study Group is exploring Traleg Kyabgon
Rimpoche's book The Practice of Lojong: Cultivating
Compassion Through Training the Mind. Through
reading, meditation, and discussion, we seek to understand the ancient Buddhist practice of Lojong.
This group is currently at capacity for participants.
For more information, contact Diane Melvin at
re@peopleschurch.net.

Chalice Circles
The last new Chalice Circle for this church year is
currently being formed. River
Artz-Iffland will lead this one, and
it will be scheduled on 2nd, 3rd or
4th Saturdays, starting at 11, 12,
or 1 (depending upon what's best
for interested participants).
If interested, sign up now, on the
sign-up sheet in the foyer.
You will be contacted to finalize the schedule. About
50 People's people are currently involved in Chalice
Circles, and generally delighted with them.
(Another Circle is expected to start next Fall.)
Chalice Circles offer an opportunity to meet with
others around a commitment to practice listening and
sharing in ways that allow us to be real and honest,
and have the kind of deeper conversations that can be
difficult to make during coffee hour on Sundays. In
Chalice Circles, we focus on topics from our life
experience. Readings address spiritual topics, such as
gratitude, balance, nature, or God. Other readings
reflect themes such as listening, loss and grief,
forgiveness, or friendship. Members respond to the
topic questions by sharing personal experiences and
feelings.
Meetings are generally two hours, once per month.
We ask participants to make a 3-month commitment;
at which point the group will decide whether or not
to continue. More information is at the sign-up table.
If you have other questions, feel free to contact
Membership/Connections Committee adjunct for
ongoing groups, Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).
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Mindfulness Meditation Class
1st and 3rd Thursdays
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 9

Everyone is invited
to participate in this
class to practice both
silent and guided
meditations in
addition to
discussions of how to bring more
mindfulness into our lives. Contact Diane
Melvin for more information at 269-6866031.

The 3 Principles of
the Path to Enlightenment
Tuesday evenings
from 7-8:30 p.m. in Room 9
This ongoing class is based on a text by 15th
century master and founder of
the Geluk school of Tibetan
Buddhism, Je Tsong Khapa,
outlines the main tenets
associated with progressing on
the spiritual path, from how
to inspire oneself to embark
on and stay motivated with
one’s path, the importance of
universal compassion, and the
development of the wisdom
that understands the nature of
reality and the root causes of our suffering.
Class hosted by Jewel Heart West Michigan.
FREE but donations are accepted. Call 734368-8701 or 269-944-1575 or email
westmi@jewelheart.org with questions or
go to www.jewelheart.org/chapters, for
more information.
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Let’s Dance
Square Dance
at People’s Church
Monday, February 10th,
7:30 p.m.
Celebrate Valentine’s early, and
join us February 10th for a dance
held at the People’s Church in
The Commons.

Doors @ 6:30pm
Lesson @ 7:00pm
Dance @ 7:30pm
$8 to dance or more if you can.
ALL AGES! Music played by
Spencer and Rains
Day

Date

Event

Time

Place

Saturday

February 1

Discussion Group
High School O.W.L. Sleepover

10:30a.m.
6:00p.m.

Room 6/7
Whole building

Sunday

February 2

Sabbatical Town Hall
9:30a.m.
Sunday Service: “Becoming the Beloved Community" 10:45a.m.
Dr. Charlae Davis
Dismantling Racism Implementation Team
12:15p.m.

Room 19
The Commons
Room L1

Tuesday

February 4

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen
Room L1

Wednesday

February 5

Staff Meeting
Membership/Connections Committee

2:00p.m.
5:30p.m.

Room 19
Room L1

Thursday

February 6

Chalice Circle (Van Slambrouck)
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Evening Book Club
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

1:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
Room 12
Room L2
Room 9
The Commons
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February 9
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Meeting

10:30a.m.

Room L1

Sunday Service: “The Warmth of Community:
A Reverse Service” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
& Diane Melvin
Special Collection for the UUA
Art Wall Reception for Tom Holmes
Monthly Anti-Racism Discussion
H.S. Worship Circle / Youth Group

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.
12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.

The Commons
Room 19
Room 8 / Room L2

Monday

February 10

Chalice Circle
Study Group

6:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Room 9
Room 18

Tuesday

February 11

Building & Grounds Work Group
By-Laws Task-Force

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room 19

Wednesday

February 12

Staff Meeting
Religious Education Committee

2:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 8

Thursday

February 13

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Dismantling Racism Steering Team
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 18
The Commons

Saturday

February 15

Anti-Bias Anti-Racist Education Workshop
Discussion Group

9:00a.m.-4:00p.m.
10:30a.m.

The Commons
Room 6/7

Sunday

February 16

Sunday Service: “The Transforming Power of Love”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Worship Circle: K-2nd Grades
Membership Orientation
Discussion on book We Are the Weather
Sabbatical Town Hall

10:45a.m.

The Commons

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room 9
Room 19
Room L2
Room 9

Monday

February 17

Chalice Circle (Walker)
Green Sanctuary

3:00p.m.
4:45p.m.

Gay Walker’s Home
Room L1

Tuesday

February 18

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

February 19

Staff Meeting
Committee on Ministry

2:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 18

Thursday

February 20

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 9
The Commons

Saturday

February 22

Chalice Circle (Miller)

10:30a.m.

Room 6/7

Sunday

February 23

Sunday Service: “The Inter-dependent Web: Our
Connection to Self, Life & Others Through Poetry”
Worship Circle: Nursery and Preschool Families
Climate Forum with Dr. Denise Keele

10:45a.m.

The Commons

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Room 9
Room 19

Monday

February 24

Newsletter Deadline for March

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

February 25

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Wednesday

February 26

Staff Meeting

2:00p.m.

Room 19

Thursday

February 27

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Lojong Study Group
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room L2
The Commons

Saturday

February 29

Mindfulness with Families - Activities for All Ages

2:00-4:00p.m.

Room 9

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

