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December 1 "Lessons Learned from The Loser’s Club"
Rev. Kevin DeBeck
While in his home state of Maine in September, Rev. Kevin DeBeck saw the movie
It: Chapter 2. In the story, a group of adults, who call themselves the Loser’s Club,
go back to the fictitious town of Derry, Maine, to fight their childhood nemesis,
Pennywise the Clown. Rev. Kev will discuss how their willingness to fight evil
relates to what's happening in our society today.
Rev. Kevin DeBeck was ordained in September by the UU Fellowship
of Elkhart after graduating from Meadville Lombard in 2018. He
spent a year serving the congregation in McHenry, IL from 2017-2018
and is now working with the religious education program in Elkhart,
where his UU minister wife Amy has been serving since 2008.
His oldest son is currently attending IU South Bend and his youngest
daughter is a sophomore at Elkhart Memorial High School.
December 8 “Giving Thanks: a Music Service”
Come bring your ears and your voice to our music service. On this Sunday, we
will present an exciting interactive program featuring performances by People’s
Church musicians and singers that explore the theme of gratitude.
December 15
“The Snow Tree: An Intergenerational Service”
In this service, people of all ages will celebrate the winter solstice
with music, ritual, and story. We will be telling the story of
The Snow Tree by Caroline Repchuk as a no-rehearse pageant.
Please come ready to act as your favorite forest animal—or enjoy
the talents of other People’s people.
December 22 “Don’t Let the Light Go Out” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
As Hanukkah begins, let us remember the story of the story of the Maccabee
uprising of 164BCE. In a time when the Jews near Jerusalem were ruled by a
foreign power and not allowed to practice their faith, a group rebelled—and
triumphed. This service will include a retelling of that victory, the story of the
miracle that happened when the temple was rededicated, as well as reflection on
what this ancient story might have to teach us now.
The rest of the service descriptions can be found on Page 3

Miss a Sunday sermon? Check out the podcast of it at: http://peopleschurch.net
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From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
Some changes are ahead in
how we manage the
financial, administrative,
and communications tasks
necessary to keep People’s
Church running smoothly.

Our church has been well-served by a devoted
team of volunteers who have kept our financial
house in order for years. These dedicated folks
include Allan Hunt, Barb Davis, Mary Carroll and
Sue Glenn, among others. I am deeply grateful for
their years of service. Frankly, it is amazing that
our church has survived so long relying on
volunteers for balancing our accounts, producing
monthly financial reports, managing payroll, and
other vitally important finance, bookkeeping and
accounting tasks.
Over the past few years, these folks have named
that they want to take a well-deserved break from
these tasks. After some unsuccessful attempts to
recruit other volunteers, it has become clear that
we need to change our administrative staffing to
have these tasks become part of what we expect
of paid staff.
We have a dedicated team of paid administrative
staff who have served this church for years,
including Chris Schleuder, our church
administrator; Dana Kubinski, our database
manager (who also does some of our financerelated work and supports the arms around
committee in offering tangible support to People’s
people in times of struggle and transition); and
Nicky Gates, the administrative assistant for the
religious education program.
After conversation with board leaders and
consultation with UUA regional staff and a

ministerial coach, we have a team and a plan to
figure out our next best steps. The team leading
this work is Allan Hunt, our treasurer; Barb
Davis, our assistant treasurer; Board members
Elizabeth Warner, Susan Moerdyk, and Karen
Friedel; and me. Our first task is to figure out
our needs for finance, administration, and
communications. We will be meeting with as
many committees and other church leaders as
we can to learn about what sort of support
from staff teams within the church are currently
receiving and what could help our teams better
live into our mission and vision. Once we
generate that list, we will begin working on job
descriptions, figuring out what tasks can be done
by volunteers and what must be done by staff,
keeping in mind how much paid staff time we
can afford and our commitment to pay church
employees a fair wage. (If you want to be part of
any of these conversations, please reach out to
me and other members of the team.)
At this point, I do not know what the outcome
of this process will be, but I expect change.
There is no way that out wonderful volunteers
can step back without it impacting the rest of
the church’s internal operations. Our hope is to
have this new staffing plan be part of the budget
for fiscal year 2020-21 that the congregation will
vote on next May.
You can expect to see more updates about this
process in future newsletters and other
communications—or feel free to reach out
directly to Allan, Barb, Elizabeth, Susan, Karen,
and me if you have questions, what the latest
update, or have ideas to share.
See you in church,
Rachel
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Service Descriptions
Tuesday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. “Christmas Eve Candlelight Service”
Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney and Rev. Rachel Lonberg
We continue our tradition of joint Christmas Eve services with the Unitarian Universalist
Community Church of Southwest Michigan. Join us to celebrate the Christmas story and hope for
the rebirth of love and peace in our world with music, poetry, and candlelight. This service will be
at People’s Church this year.

Sunday, December 29, 10:45 a.m.

“Burning the Old Year”

Rev. Rachel Lonberg

In this intergenerational service, we will mark the end of 2019 with rituals to let go of what we do
not want to take with us into the coming year (by burning it up!) and to set our intentions for the
year ahead.

Holiday Hours
New Member Welcoming
Sunday, December 15

Office Closed December 23– January 6

th

If you are considering becoming a
member of People’s Church, the
next opportunity to do so will
take place on Sunday, December
15th. From 10:00-10:20 a.m., we
will hold a Bond of Union Signing
Ceremony in Room 19. We will
also welcome and recognize our
newest members during the
service. If you’d
like to
participate
please sign up on
the table in the
foyer, pick up a
membership
form from the
upstairs
Information Desk, and return it to
the church office in person or by
email, office@peopleschurch.net
by December 8th.

The church office will be closed
during the end of December and
beginning of January. Have a Happy
New Year!

December Worship Circles
Our worship circles are an optional worship experience for
the children and youth of our church.
December 8: 3rd-6th grade, 10:45am, Room 9
December 8: high school youth, 12:30pm, Room 9
(followed by youth group)
December 22: nursery and preschool children and their
families, 10:45am, Room 9

Backdoor Greeter Needed
for Sunday, December 1st
Our loyal backdoor greeter David Greenquist
will not be able to greet on December 1st, and
wants to make sure that folks using handicapped
parking in the back lot have assistance that
Sunday if they need it (especially if it’s icy).
Please contact the church office if you can help at
office@peopleschurch.net or (269) 375-3262. Thanks.
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Lori Rupe
Lori Rupe attended both
Methodist and Presbyterian
churches as a young child,
but when she was 13, her
parents discovered a UU
church in their hometown
of Cherry Hill, New Jersey.
However, when Lori
moved to Battle Creek she
spent 20 years attending a
protestant church there.
“I married a Baptist who considered me to be a
heathen, Lori said. “My husband felt it was
important our daughter be raised in a protestant
church.”
Lori became active in the Battle Creek church but
said she didn’t feel spiritually connected.
“Even after my divorce I continued to attend that
church because I felt close to my church family,”
Lori said.
She added, “Now that I’m retired, I decided it was
time for me to find a new church family where my
soul can be nurtured.
She said she came to the bazaar two years ago just
to check People’s out and then started attending
regularly the summer of 2018. She was concerned
the forty-minute commute from Battle Creek
would limit her activities, but says that doesn’t
seem so formidable now.
Lori wanted to belong to a church where all
people and their differences are valued.

“I was looking for an intellectual approach to
spiritual growth, rather than dogma and
conformance,” she said.

Lori appreciates a place where people support
each other during good times and bad. At
People’s she has found friends with whom she
socializes occasionally during the week, and she
finds the sermons nurturing.
She said, “I don’t have a single source of religion,
but I find that thinking about ideas like those from
Reverend Rachel’s sermons important. I used to
think I had to hurry up and figure out what I
believe. Now I know it’s OK to have questions,
and that there’s no hurry because it’s an evolving
process with no end.
“The first thing I did here was join the book club,”
Lori said. “I enjoyed the books and the discussion,
but more importantly it was my first opportunity
to make friends at my new church.”
Then she volunteered at the bazaar and now is in
the bell choir.
“Even though I hadn’t done anything musical in 35
years, it has come back enough that I can
contribute to the choir and enjoy the music and
fellowship,” she said.

(Lori, 62, is retired from Kellogg Company after 32
years in R & D, Quality, Project management and
other science related areas. She has a 26-year-old
daughter and a son-in-law.)
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You are Invited to a Holiday Party!

Sunday, December 15th, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. at People’s Church
Please join us for an intergenerational, fun, activitycentered party that will offer an opportunity for
connections with other church members. This party
is sponsored by the Membership/Connections
Committee and the Social Justice Coordinating
Committee.
In addition to
enjoying a fun
event with other
church members
we are including
a social justice
component by
requesting
donations of
Christmas gifts
for children and
adults that Lincoln
students can
select at a
“shopping event”,
held at school,
to give to their family members at Christmas.
Activities at the Party:
 Refreshments and socializing in the foyer. Hot
chocolate, cider, cookies and fruit will be
available
 Storytelling with Chris Measzros
 Holiday Singing with Darryl Loiacano in The
Commons
 Sugar Cookie Decorating
 Fleece blanket-making – for newborns at
Bronson Hospital
 Crafts – making holiday ornaments
 Holiday Bingo

Information about Donating Gifts:
 Not required – suggested
 Gifts need to be new
 Small things for children and adults for $10 or
under, that are not easily broken are best. The
items purchased will travel home in kids
backpacks.
 You may bring more than one gift
 Donations of wrapping paper, tape, tags, etc.
also acceptable

Gift Suggestions:
 For 10 and under: books, small toys, games,
stuffed animals, clothing, hats, gloves, mittens –
if you have young children consider letting them
pick out a gift they think would be well received.
Often kids know best and they will have a great
experience in giving to others.
 For preteens and teens: books, games, earbuds,
headphones
 For adults personal care products
There will be a red collection box in the foyer for
gifts brought to church before December 15th. Gifts
brought on the day of the party will be placed under
the Christmas tree in the foyer
Important RSVP information:
Please let us know if you are planning to attend.
We will need a count in order to plan for this event.
Sign-up sheets will be located in the Foyer and
online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508054ba9ac22a13-peoples3
Deadline – December 14th. Questions should be
directed to Ann Feldmeier – feldtrow@aol.com or
269-720-1649.

Caroling
Saturday, December 21, 2:00 p.m.

Please join the People's singers as they go caroling
on Saturday, December 21st. We will meet at the
church at 2:00 and carpool to visit and sing to
members and church friends. We will end the
event with cookies and hot chocolate back at
church. All ages and singing abilities are welcome.
Questions? Contact Rick Johnson at 657-3460 or
paywala@aol.com, or David Greenquist at 5695442 or davidgreenquistmrc@yahoo.com.
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Green Spot — Alternative Giving 2019
This year you can resolve to have a greener,
cheaper, more meaningful holiday season through
alternative giving! Instead of just going to the mall
and spending more than you should, create your
own original presents, purchase green products
that express your values, or make a donation in
someone’s name. Use your imagination!


Give your time rather than things. Do
someone else’s household chores for a month
or give babysitting coupons. Those would be
inexpensive presents with great meaning and
value to the recipient.



If you're skilled at crafts or like to cook or
bake, make your presents. But be sure to start
early enough that it doesn’t add to the holiday
crush.



Give one of your favorite things, tickets to an
event, or a special book that you have enjoyed
to someone that you know will enjoy it also.





If you love entertaining, give someone a
Ground Hog Day party or celebrate the
Chinese New Year to take some of the time
pressure off the traditional holiday season.
Donations make wonderful presents for people
who really don't need anything. But you need

to find a source that has special meaning for
that person. Many non-profits have creative
donation ideas, as well as the many local
organizations to choose from. Paws With A
Cause trains service and assistance dogs and is
headquartered nearby in Wayland. The
Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee rescues old
circus and zoo elephants and gives them a home
where they can roam free. Any contribution
will make a difference!


Donations can be great gifts for children too.
One grandmother started giving a Heifer
International animal to her grandchild when she
was two. When the grandchild was school age,
the grandmother would pick a country and
make up a story to go along with the Heifer
card. She would ask the grandchild what animal
she would like to give each year. This is one of
the favorite traditions that these two still share.



There are many, many other options like
World Wildlife Fund , SW Michigan Land
Conservancy, OxFam, or Save the Children.



You will find that giving and receiving alternative
gifts is an effective way to channel the true
holiday spirit and help our environment or a
social cause at the same time. Check out
Alternative Gifts International if you need ideas.

Note on Giving at People’s Church by Nicky Leigh
We often say “People’s people are a generous
people” and through our various collections we
prove this true.

In our lower lobby, behind the greeter’s table, we
have two permanent collection boxes/barrels. One is
for Ministry with Community and other for Loaves
and Fishes.
Ministry with Community always needs individual
sized toiletries (we suggest bringing home any hotel
goodies you are given), socks, underwear, gloves,
scarves, hats, etc.

And Loaves and Fishes needs canned goods, cereals,
oatmeal packets, dried fruit, ie: non-perishables (great
deals during a BOGO sale). These are always available
in the lobby ready for donations.
We also do special collections of food stuff for
Loaves and Fishes twice a year, where
our goal is to fill the back of the
“Loaves and Fishes Express” truck
with donations. The next collections will be on
January 5th and 12th. There is a special need this
time of year for kid-friendly foods that can be packed
into lunches or backpacks.
The rest of this article continued on Page 11
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Special Collections
The November Special Collection for Kalamazoo
Climate Crisis Coalition – Fridays for the Future netted
$1169. For more information about upcoming Friday
events sponsored by the Kalamazoo Climate Crisis
Coalition go to https://www.swmgsierra.org/mc-events/
fridays-for-future-meet-the-kalamazoo-climate-crisiscoalition/. You can also check the Social Justice Kiosk
where Community Social Justice Events are posted for
the coming week.

shopping and wrapping on the day that the kids can
pick out the gifts for their family members. If you
are interested in volunteering to help with this
event, please contact Jeme Baker at
jemaileen@yahoo.com

ISAAC
Over two hundred people, including 20 People’s
Church members, gathered at the annual ISAAC
Issues Convention on October 29, and chose AntiRacism and Gun Violence as ISAAC’s focus for the
The upcoming December Special
next two years, along with Affordable Housing and
Collection will be held on December Group Violence Intervention. Everyone present was
8th for Ministry with Community.
invited to “vote with their feet,” whether or not
Ministry with Community is one of
they were from one of the 31 ISAAC member
our traditional yearly recipients. Located on North
congregations and organizations. They heard facts
Edwards Street, open 365 days a year for anyone
on local Poverty, Education, Racism, and Gun
regardless of belief or circumstance, “Empowering
Violence presented, then voted by going to the
people to make positive life changes”. Our own Kelly
corner of the church sanctuary where the issue they
Henderson, Executive Director of Ministry with
considered most urgent was posted.
Community will speak briefly about their work.
“Anti-Racism and Gun Violence were the two issues
chosen last night,” said Dr. Charlae Davis, Executive
Lincoln School Collection —
Director of ISAAC. “A task force was formed on
Gift items that students can select
each of those issues, which anyone who wants to
to give to their family members at
help build the ‘Beloved Community’ can join. The
Christmas
task forces will discern how local and state policies
and practices can be ‘infused with love’ as Dr. Martin
What to purchase:
Luther King, Jr. described. Next October, at the
Small things for children and adults for $10 or under,
that are not easily broken are best. The items purchased ISAAC Public Meeting, the task forces will ask
community members, community leaders and our
will travel home in kids backpacks.
public officials to pledge to work for the changes of
Donations of wrapping paper, tape, tags, etc.
policy and practice that they discern.”
*Please note that they often are short on items for
If you would like to join one of the newly formed
dads/men
task forces, please contact Rochelle Habeck-Hunt at
When to bring gifts:
habeck@chartermi.net, or 269-372-2033.
Any time before or on December 15th—the date of the
Holiday Party. (See Page 5)
If you would like to receive the "ISAAC News" once
a month via email, with photos and news of ISAAC’s
Where to put the unwrapped gift donations:
progress, go to isaackalamazoo.org and scroll down
There will be a big red plastic bin in the foyer next to
to the bottom of the page. You'll see the place to
the Christmas tree
add your email address. You will receive an email
Volunteers Needed
from ISAAC asking you to click to verify that you
There is a need for people to help the students with
want to get "ISAAC News".

Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the second
Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in Room L1.
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Rev. Oren “Pete” Peterson (1927-2019)
Former Interim Minister the
Rev. Oren Arthur “Pete”
Peterson, passed away earlier
this year, at the age of 91.
Oren was born on October 11,
1927, in Williamsburg, IA, to
Oren Peterson and Myrtle
Peterson. He graduated in
1945, from a small-town school system in IA, and
joined the Navy aviation cadet program. In 1949,
Pete received his Bachelor of Science in pre-med,
from the University of Iowa, following which he
became a fighter pilot in 1950. In 1955, he was
ordered to the Navy Intelligence Postgraduate School
in Washington D.C. Thereafter, Pete served for
three years as a staff intelligence officer abroad USS
Saratoga in the Mediterranean-Atlantic; two years as
a Commanding Officer for a carrier airborne warning
squadron on an anti-submarine carrier; and six years
in Washington D.C., as instructor in the Intelligence
School and as an editor briefing officer for the Joint
Chiefs of Staff in the Pentagon. Pete served in the
Navy for 21 years, retired in 1968, and then began his
training for UU Ministry. In 1971, he earned his
Master of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School.
Rev. Peterson was ordained on October 8, 1971, by
the Unitarian Society of Germantown, PA, where he
carried out his first ministry from 1971 to 1973. In
that year, he was called to settled ministry to the
First Parish Church UU, Duxbury, MA where he
would serve for six years. From 1980 to 1984, Rev.

Peterson ministered at the UU Church in Eugene,
OR; and at the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu,
HI, from 1984 to 1985. He went on to complete
further parish ministries at the Emerson UU
Church, Canoga Park, CA (1986); and the First
Unitarian Church of Des Moines Iowa, IA (19861993). Rev. Peterson retired from active ministry in
1993. After his retirement, he served for almost a
decade, as an Interim Minister at the following
congregations: Hope Unitarian Church, Tulsa, OK
(1993-1994); First UU Church of Austin, TX (19941995); UU Society, IA (1996-1997); People’s
Church, Kalamazoo, MI (1997-1998); the First UU
Society in Newton, MA (1998-2000); Beacon UU
Congregation in Summit, NJ (2000-2001); and the
Starr King UU Fellowship, NH (2001-2002).
Oren’s wife Patricia noted, “During the Korean
War, Oren’s plane was shot down. He ditched the
plane in the Sea of Japan and was rescued by
helicopter.”
Oren is survived by his wife of 49 years, Patricia
Knight Peterson; and his children and
grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to Planned Parenthood of the Heartland; and
to the Good Life Fund at Scottish Rite Park, 2909
Woodland Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50312.
Notes of condolences may be sent to Patricia
Peterson at 2909 Woodland Ave Apt 1001, Den
Moines, IA 50312.

Library Corner
Dropping Pebbles…
A pebble of JOY – for the enthusiastic welcome that People’s
people have given to the new books purchased by the Library
Committee during the past few years.
Pebbles of CONCERN – for the long-overdue books that have not
been returned.
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Gratitude
In the hustle and bustle of the holiday season it is so important to occasionally pause and remember to express
gratitude for our blessings.
Meister Eckhart says “If the only prayer you ever say
in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.”
December often brings up a range of emotions in folks
from elation and joy to dread and sorrow. Practicing
gratitude can serve as a grounding force with all these
feelings.
Teaching our children about the importance of expressing gratitude can help to counteract the influences of
consumerism and entitlement that are all around them.
Whether that means sharing something we are grateful
for each day or writing thank you notes for gifts, expressing gratitude is good for the soul.
They say expressing gratitude can help rewire the plasticity of our brains in positive ways. I know it is helpful
for me in keeping a positive perspective in my life.
One of the things I am very grateful for right now is the
amazing team I am working with on the RE Committee!
Annie Hampel, Betsy Johnson, Elizabeth Huff-Willis,
Dolores Strom, Bobby Goldstein, Amy Gulaszewski,
Laura Bultman, Steve Cavanaugh and Shannon Rench are
all doing such great service to our children, youth and
families at People’s Church this year! THANK YOU for
your service to this congregation!

Young Adult CON - January 17-19, 2020
WHO: All 18-35-year-olds
WHAT: Weekend UU Conference
WHERE: People’s Church
WHEN: 8:00 p.m. Fri. Jan. 17 - 9:00 a.m. Sun. Jan. 19
Spend the weekend at church and enjoy amazing
workshops, inspiring young adult worship, great food,
music, a coffee house, connection and Community!
Contact Diane Melvin for more information at
re@peopleschurch.net

I am grateful to the 32 individuals who are teaching RE
classes this year! The gifts of their time, energy, dedication and love are enormously appreciated!
Everyone who made the Elementary Sleepover such a
huge success is also on my gratitude list. Thanks to you,
45 kids got to enjoy a fun night at church deepening connections with one another and our church home.
In whatever ways you contribute to this congregation,
know that you are appreciated! Pass it on by thanking
someone this week for whom you are grateful. Simply
letting folks know they are appreciated can go a long
way to bringing more generosity and kindness into this
world.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

Children enjoying the elementary sleepover

High School Worship Circle
& Youth Group
Who: All 9-12th Graders
What: UU Worship, Connections, and Fun
When: 2nd Sundays until 1:30
Where: Gather for lunch in Room 8 after church
Questions? Contact youth group leader Annie Hampel
at 608-239-9363
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Race Matters
Racist: A description instead of a
judgment?
How much easier would it be to
talk about race if the word racist
was a description of having been
mis-shapened throughout our
lives by a culture sick with
oppressive policies and
structures, instead of being a
personal attack on our character?
What if that word identified a
particular behavior of ours, only in one moment, that
supported a broad collection of policies that harmed
significant groups of people? What if lifting up that
single behavior gave us an opening to further align
ourselves with our values—realizing the hopefulness
of our ability to continuously learn and change?
What if the word racist was just a description of
having been made ill from this sickness, instead of
being a way to say that someone is a bad person? In
his 2019 book How to Be An Antiracist, Ibram X.
Kendi describes his physician telling him that he had
cancer. Paraphrased: I didn’t interpret her words as
a personal attack—only that I had a condition, a
diagnosis, that I needed to get treatment for, or it
would kill me.

Racism, as well as all forms of oppression, is killing
all of us. What if saying that an act is racist is simply
giving that person an opportunity to seek
treatment, allowing them to work toward curing
the behaviors that are symptoms of a contagious
illness?
One of the most powerful learnings from my
mindfulness training is the freedom that comes with
being able to describe and label, without the need
to combine that description with an integrated
evaluation of good-bad, or right-wrong. With a
description comes the chance to deconstruct, look
at the pieces, decide to keep some aspects, change
others, and even discard some. With a chronic
overt or implied evaluation, at least within white
supremacy culture, comes the experience of feeling
attacked, and/or feeling shame and blame—which
shuts us down, and leads to disconnection,
avoidance or silence.
To steal a prompt from one of my most beloved
mindfulness teachers, I would ask: if we give up the
need to assume that everything is an accusation or
evaluation, what would there be to discover?
May all beings be safe,
Carolyn Heineman

All-Church Antiracism
Discussion

Anti-Bias, Anti-Racist Education Training
Save the Date:

Sunday, December 8,
12:30-2:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 15, 2020 at People’s Church

Topic: Disparities between
your antiracism values/
dreams and your daily life
All are welcome to attend
this discussion in Room 19.
Please feel free to bring a
brown bag lunch. Light snacks
will be provided

Have you ever wondered how to talk with children about
race, racism and oppression? This training, in partnership
with ERACCE is for you! “I took this training last spring,”
Rev. Rachel shares, “and it gave me the skills and
confidence to have hard conversations about oppression
and my values with the children I parent and the other
children in my life. I highly commend it to parents,
guardians, grandparents, educators, RE volunteers, and
others who work with children.” Mark your calendars and
watch for more news about this training in early 2020.
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MONEY MATTER$
Update on People’s Church Building Loan
As most of you know, we
borrowed nearly one million
dollars in 2011-12 to
construct the addition to our
church building. We have
been steadily working on that
loan and it is now down to
just over $252,000. We have
paid off nearly three-quarters of the loan in 7
years! Great job People’s people!!!
The full principal comes due next November.
At this point, we have about $115,000 still owed
on the original pledges of support. That will
leave a balance of about $150,000. So, we are
going to need more donations to pay off the
loan.
This would be a great time for you to add to
our total. If you weren’t here yet in 2012, you
can make a brand new pledge to help pay off the
loan on time. And, remember the “IRA
charitable donation” option which allows you to
donate from your IRA without paying taxes on
the gains in value. Contact Treasurer Allan Hunt
(hahunt@gmail.com or 269-271-0429) if you
want more information.
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Note on Giving at People’s Church...from Page 6

In addition to these collections, every month we have a
special collection for a non-profit organization.
We have collected for a variety of organizations, such as
The Boiling Point, Douglass Community Association,
OutFront, and ISAAC. If you have a group you support
and think a collection would help, let the Social Justice
Coordinating Committee know. We are definitely open
to suggestions.
We have a continuing volunteer presence at the Lincoln
School. On a weekly basis, a number of our members
volunteer as tutors. At the beginning of the school year,
our special collection supports classroom needs. If during
the school year there is a special need, we sometimes
add an extra collection to meet the need, such as the
recent book drive.
After our Holiday Bazaar, any white elephant donations
not sold are given to Goodwill.
This year during the holidays, culminating with our
Holiday Party, we will collect unwrapped gifts for the
Lincoln School children. These items are for the children
to select and then give to their family members as gifts.
This allows them to experience the joy of giving even
when they cannot afford a gift to give.
As you see, People’s people are truly generous and they
can believe in the sun in the dark of the night!

White Lies Podcast Discussion
Monday, December 16, 7:30pm, Room 19
Two National Public Radio reporters created a podcast to document their
reinvestigation the death of Rev. James Reeb, a Unitarian Universalist minister who was
killed in Selma, Alabama in 1965. Three men were tried and acquitted for the murder.
This podcast ‘exposes the lies that kept the murder from being solved and uncovers a
story about guilt and memory that says as much about America today as it does about
the past.’
People’s people are invited to listen to this podcast series (a podcast is digital audio that can be listened to
on a computer or smartphone) and join The Study Group for a conversation facilitated by Rev. Rachel.
You can find this free podcast at https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510343/white-lies. There are seven
episodes, each about an hour long. This is a powerful piece of investigative journalism which Rev. Rachel
recommends to all, especially since it is a chance to learn about an important event in UU history.
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Events and Activities

Memorial Tea for Kitty Henriksen
Sat. December 7, 2 p.m., Room 9
All are invited to this
informal gathering to
celebrate the life of
longtime People’s Church
member Kitty Henriksen.

Discussion Group
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
Dates and Topics
December 7: "America's Goodly Veneer Was a Lie",
presented by Alan Parcells.
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/10/
americas-goodly-veneer-was-lie/601105/
December 21: Current Events, by Jeannine
Willacker. Jeannine invites everyone interested to
bring something to talk about.
The Discussion Group meets each 1st and 3rd Saturday
of the month, during the regular church year, in Room
6/7. Anyone welcome to any
meeting. We take turns
bringing 'treats'; bring your own
drink. To be added to the
email list, to receive all
recommended readings (usually
brief popular media) in advance, contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson348@gmail.com.

Need Childcare for
an Upcoming Church Event?
Did you know People’s Church offers free child care
for all church events by request? Really! Just ask the
event coordinator. We’ll find babysitters to
come to the church to watch your little ones
so that you can participate in any churchrelated activity. Or are you a sitter interested
in caring for our young people? We’d love to
hire a few more people for occasional work.
Contact Elizabeth Huff Willis (734-272-5045) or
Annie Hampel (608-239-9363) for more information.

News & Views

Evening Book Club
Thursday, December 5, 6:00 p.m.
My Grandmother Asked Me to
Tell You She's Sorry, by Fredrik
Backman, reviewed by Nancy
Stern, will be our focus at our
next gathering, 6-7:30 p.m., in
Room L2.
The Evening Book Club plans to
meet each first Thursday of the
month (except, we will not meet Jan. 2, 2020)
during this church year. If you have any questions,
feel free to contact Pat Nelson (269-716-3623 or
patnelson348@gmail.com)

Chalice Circles
Chalice Circles offer an
opportunity to meet with others
around a commitment to practice
listening and sharing in ways that
allow us to be real and honest,
and have the kind of deeper
conversations that can be difficult
to make during coffee hour on
Sundays. In Chalice Circles, we focus on topics from
our life experience. Readings address spiritual topics,
such as gratitude, balance, nature, or God. Other
readings reflect themes such as listening, loss and
grief, forgiveness, or friendship. Members respond to
the topic questions by sharing personal experiences
and feelings.
Please express your interest by writing your name
and contact number on the sign-up sheet in the foyer.
Circles are scheduled to accommodate those who
sign up.
Meetings are generally two hours, once per month.
We ask participants to make a 3-month commitment;
at which point the group will decide whether or not
to continue.
More information is at the sign-up table. If you have
other questions, feel free to contact Membership/
Connections Committee adjunct for ongoing groups,
Pat Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com).
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Interpretive Realist Paintings by
Suzanne B. Siegel
Artist Statement
The images in this exhibition are a representative
sampling of picture making I have been engaged in
over a long of time, as well as my newest directions.
Some appeared in my calendars, but many are
making their debut. Many people are familiar with
my urban landscape motifs, but my highly
interpretative starscapes and Aurora Borealis images
may be a surprise.
These paintings all have been executed according to
compositional and coloristic strategies with the
intention to offer
the viewer a point
d’appui for
experiencing some
positive reflections,
memories, peaceful
contemplation,
thoughts and
feelings, perhaps stimulating some insight, deep
awareness or connection. That is actually my job
description as an artist and is my mandate,
regardless of subject matter, technique or stylistic
emphasis. Recently I have taken to naming my
images after lines from songs and giving some
eccentric titles which refer to psychological or
philosophical concepts I deem important to
consider. It is more than probable that my titles will
become increasingly enigmatic as time goes on.
I realize that if I were younger, indulging in that sort
of thing would lead to my being charged with
hopeless pretentiousness. Having done a great deal
of homework over the last three-quarters of a
century, I rather think I will take my chances.
Since the visual experience is the main thing, my
sincerest hope is that all viewers will find something
in this group of paintings that will offer some joy,
some happy association, some unexpected access to
cheerful serenity, or even a fleeting glimpse of the
Transcendent.
—Suzanne B. Siegel
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Mindfulness Meditation Class
1st and 3rd Thursdays
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 9

Everyone is invited
to participate in this
class to practice both
silent and guided
meditations in
addition to
discussions of how to bring more
mindfulness into our lives. Contact Diane
Melvin for more information at 269-6866031.

The 3 Principles of
the Path to Enlightenment
Tuesday evenings
from 7-8:30 p.m. in Room 9
This ongoing class is based on a text by 15th
century master and founder of
the Geluk school of Tibetan
Buddhism, Je Tsong Khapa,
outlines the main tenets
associated with progressing on
the spiritual path, from how
to inspire oneself to embark
on and stay motivated with
one’s path, the importance of
universal compassion, and the
development of the wisdom
that understands the nature of
reality and the root causes of our suffering.

No class the week of Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year’s.
Class hosted by Jewel Heart West Michigan.
FREE but donations are accepted. Call 734368-8701 or 269-944-1575 or email
westmi@jewelheart.org with questions or
go to www.jewelheart.org/chapters, for
more information.
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Winter Solstice Ritual
Friday, December 20, 6-8 p.m.
The Winter Solstice is the shortest day
of sunlight. It marks the returning of
the sun and the transformation
of darkness into light. Many cultures
revere the Winter Solstice as a sacred
time to gather for meditation and
ritual.

First Congregational Church
345 W Michigan Ave.,
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Join Karina for a night of relaxation, chanting, meditation and
candlelight ceremony. This is one of Sangha Yoga’s most
popular annual events.
Preregistration ($30) reserves your place, and can be done at
https://www.sanghayoga.com/december. You may also pay at
the door ($40) if space allows.

Stress Relief through
Sound Therapy
People’s special: schedule a $40 session
($10 per donated to People’s).
Su Cutler of Whispering Frog Sound
Health (Portage) Fridays.
By Appointment. 269-353-3654.
suacutler@gmail.com. Must be 18.
Date

Sunday

December 1

Tuesday

December 3

Jim Wallis, founder
and editor of
Sojourner's Magazine,
to speak in Kalamazoo
Wed. December 4, 7-8:30 p.m.

Karina Ayn Mirsky, director of Sangha Yoga, whole-heartedly
believes in the healing power of group practice. Over the last
16 years of running this event, she has witnessed the value of
this sacred event and the lasting peace and joy it invokes.

Day

News & Views

Rev. Jim Wallis, in his new book Christ in
Crisis: Why We
Need to Reclaim
Jesus suggests that a
focus on eight
questions asked by,
or of, Jesus provide a
solid compass for
people of faith.
“Who is my
neighbor?” is a question posed to Jesus by
a lawyer. Pontius Pilate inquired of Jesus,
“What is truth?” What is Jesus telling us
when he repeatedly tells us “Be not
afraid?” In exploring these and other
questions, Wallis provides a path of
spiritual grounding and solidarity to help
us heal the divide separating Americans
today.
This event is hosted by Transformations
Spirituality Center. Registration is $10, and
tickets are required. Go to https://
www.transformationscenter.org for more
information.

Event

Time

Place

Sunday Service: “Lessons Learned from The Loser’s
Club" Rev. Kevin DeBeck

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Dismantling Racism Implementation Team

12:15p.m.

Room L1

Building & Grounds Work Group

Talking Pots
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen
Room L1

Wednesday

December 4

Staff Meeting
Membership Committee

2:00p.m.
5:30p.m.

Room 19
Room L1

Thursday

December 5

Chalice Circle (Van Slambrouck)
Evening Book Club
Bell Choir Rehearsal

1:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Room 18
Room L2
Room 12
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 9
The Commons

December 6

Energy Well

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Saturday

December 7

Discussion Group
Memorial Tea for Kitty Henriksen

10:30a.m.
2:00p.m.

Room 6/7
Room 9

Sunday

December 8

Sunday Service: “Giving Thanks: a Music Service”
Worship Circle: 3rd-6th Grades
Special Collection: Ministry with Community
Sunday Services Committee
Anti-Racism Discussion
H.S. Worship Circle / Youth Group

10:45a.m.
10:45a.m.

The Commons
Room 9

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 19
Room 9 / Room L2

Tuesday

December 10

Building & Grounds Work Group
By-Laws Task-Force

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room 19

Wednesday

December 11

Staff Meeting
Religious Education Committee

2:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 18

Thursday

December 12

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Dismantling Racism Steering Team
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 18
The Commons

Friday

December 13

Energy Well

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Saturday

December 14

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Meeting

10:30a.m.

Room L1

Sunday

December 15

Bond of Union Signing Ceremony
Intergenerational Service: “The Snow Tree”
Holiday Party

10:00 a.m.
10:45a.m.
3:00-5:00p.m.

Room 19
The Commons
Whole Church

Monday

December 16

Newsletter Deadline for January
Green Sanctuary
White Lies Podcast Discussion / Study Group

12:00p.m.
4:45p.m.
7:30p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Room L1
Room 19

Tuesday

December 17

Building & Grounds Work Group
By-Laws Task-Force

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room 19

Wednesday

December 18

Staff Meeting
Committee on Ministry

2:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 18

Thursday

December 19

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 9
The Commons

Friday

December 20

Newsletter Mailing
Winter Solstice Gathering

10:00a.m.
6:00-8:00p.m.

Room 8
Room 19

Saturday

December 21

Discussion Group
Caroling

10:30a.m.
2:00p.m.

Room 6/7
Meet at church

Sunday

December 22

Sunday Service: “Don’t Let the Light Go Out”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Worship Circle: Nursery and Preschool Families

10:45a.m.

The Commons

10:45a.m.

Room 9

Mon.-Mon.

Dec. 23-Jan. 6

Church Office CLOSED

Tuesday

December 24

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

6:00p.m.

The Commons

Saturday

December 28

Chalice Circle (Miller)

11:00a.m.

Room 18

Sunday

December 29

Sunday Service: “Burning the Old Year”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

The Commons

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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People’s Church
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1758 N. 10th St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

