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September 1 “How I Blew Up My Life and Became a UU”
Bobby Goldstein
In our final service in the summer format, Bobby Goldstein will speak about how
an instance of love, hope, or change has influenced his life.
September 8 “Joining of Waters Ingathering Service”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
We will join waters together and tell a story about water and
generosity as we begin the program year. Please bring a small
container of water from somewhere important to you to
pour into our collective bowl. This is an intergenerational
service. People of all ages are invited to stay with us for the
whole service. The nursery will be open for the youngest
children.
September 15 “Where Life Sends You” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
On the first Sunday of our religious education
program for children and youth, we will commission
our teachers and celebrate their commitment to our
children. We will explore how we are called and sent
to live our deepest values and be our most authentic
selves.
During this service, we will hold a Special Collection for
Lincoln School which will be divided among the teachers to be used as they see fit to
enhance their students’ learning experience.
September 22 “When Despair for the World Grows in Me…”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In May, a people’s person submitted these words during the question box service:
‘Do you ever feel overwhelmed with a feeling of existential dread? (Sometimes,
not all the time. ) Gratitude helps.’ In this service, Rev. Rachel will expand on
this and we will try a new ritual—the collaborative creation of a stained glass
mosaic.
September 29 “Life, Choice, and Justice” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
With restrictions on abortion access in the news, let us return to Unitarian
Universalist teachings on abortion, sexuality, justice, and autonomy. What does
our tradition teach us and how might we be called to act on our values in this
moment?
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister
Dear People’s People,
As we prepare for the
beginning of the church
program year, I wanted to
let you know about two
changes to your Sunday
morning experience: the
end of routine
announcements during the service and the
beginning of worship circles for children and
youth.
We will be ending routine verbal announcements
in our services—and communicating this
information in other ways. The announcements
disrupt the flow of the service. I suspect they
aren’t a great way to communicate information.
We are going to try a few new ways to
communicate with one another instead.

Screens are being installed in both the entryway
and the foyer. On Sunday mornings, they will
display information relevant to the day and
announcements of upcoming activities. We will
also more regularly use the screen in The
Commons for announcements. We will also have
an insert in the Order of Service. Additionally, the
staff and I will create an announcement video on
Wednesday afternoons that we will share to the
church website and Facebook page, to reach the
auditory and visual learners among us. We will
still, of course, be communicating information
through this newsletter and our weekly email.
If you would like your church-related
update, event, or service opportunity
included in our weekly slides, video, email,
or other means of communication, please
send the relevant information to Chris, our
office administrator, at
office@peopleschurch.net or 269-375-3262
by noon on Wednesday.

I am eager to see if these changes help us
communicate better. This is all an experiment. If
we find that this new way of communication
doesn’t work for us, we will try something else
or reintroduce routine announcements in the
service.
One reason to make this shift is because we are
starting worship circles for children this fall—
which means not everyone in our community will
be in The Commons to hear the announcements.
Most weeks, some of our children and a few
adult leaders will begin their Sunday morning
with a short worship service in Room 9. For
most of the year, children in grades 3 through 6
will have their worship circle on the second
Sundays of the month, children in kindergarten
through second grade will have their worship
circle on the third Sunday of the month, and
children in our nursery and preschool class and
their families will have a worship circle on the
fourth Sunday of the month. Because September
has five Sundays and special services, the K-2
worship circle will gather on September 22
and the preschool and nursery worship
circle will happen on September 29. Of
course, participation in these worship circles is
optional. If your family would prefer to be in The
Commons for the beginning of the service, you
are welcome to do that. We are also launching a
monthly youth worship service for high school
aged youth that will begin on September 15.
I am still recruiting volunteers to help with
these services. Please contact me if you
would like to participate.
I am hopeful that these changes will better help
us get closer to realize our mission to be a
beloved community embracing and serving our
diverse world.
See you in church,
Rev. Rachel
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Church Strategy Session:
Giving Life the Shape of Justice
Saturday, September 7, 9 a.m. - noon
People’s people clearly said they want the church to
do more justice work. How? What? Who? When?
Join us for a morning of worship,
learning, and conversation, as we
reflect on what the church is
doing now, explore what we as
individuals and a congregation
are called to do next, and
connect with other People’s
people who are seeking to
create the beloved community
within our congregation and beyond. If you have
questions—or would like childcare, please contact
Rev. Rachel at 269-389-9721 or
minister@peopleschurch.net.

People’s Potluck

Sunday, September 8, 12:15 p.m.
Please join us after
the service on Sunday,
September 8 for a
potluck lunch in
The Commons.
Please bring a dish
to share. See you there!

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 2
The church office
will be closed on
Monday, September
2 for Labor Day.

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Open Doors Partnership: a team of eight church members donated their time,108 hours total, and
skills to rehabilitate a one-bedroom apartment on Park Street for a new tenant: a grateful young
mother who moved into her new home on August 26th.
Refugee Resettlement: People’s Church housed a two-week Summer Enrichment Program in July
for 18 Syrian and African refugee middle school and high school students. This was a pilot program led
by Neena Marion under the auspices of the Kalamazoo Refugee Resource Collaborative. In addition to
housing the program, our church supported this effort with a Second Sunday Special Collection in May.
Lincoln School Partnership: As the school year gets underway, tutors are needed to help at
Lincoln School. See the separate article on page 5 in this newsletter by Jeme Baker, our Lincoln School
volunteer coordinator. A special collection for Lincoln School will be held on September 15.

Community Social Justice Calendar: The calendar is available on our website at http://
peopleschurch.net/faith-in-action/current-social-justice-content/#sjcccalendar. If church members
know of community social justice events that they would like shared on the calendar, please email
justicecalendar@peopleschurch.net and include the following information: name of the event, date,
time and place, contact information of either a person, website or Facebook link.
Anyone is welcome to sit in on Social Justice Coordinating Committee meetings. The SJCC meets the second
Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in Room L1.
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Shari Harris
Sharon Harris began
attending People’s in 2018
and joined soon after. She
grew up in the Presbyterian
Church where her father
was a minister in Greencastle
and Kokomo, Indiana. After
she was married, she raised
her children in a Methodist
Church and in 2009 joined
All Souls Unitarian Church in Indianapolis.

learning.”

“I then found I was one of those people who are
‘Unitarian but don’t know it.’” Sharon who goes
by the name “Shari” said, “There I found the
values, liberal religious views and UU principles
were exactly what I was looking for.

Here at People’s, Shari has been active in a
Chalice Circle and the Book Club, and last year
helped with the Bazaar. She is currently on the
Bylaws Task-Force and helps at the visitors’
desk periodically.

‘After my husband died in 2018, I moved to
Mattawan to be close to my daughter, Stacy
Robbins, and her family,” Shari said. “Stacy had
attended People’s from time to time, so when I
moved to Mattawan, Stacy and her son Gavin
and I began to attend regularly.

Shari taught school in Indiana for 43 years and
was a Special Education Behavioral Consultant
for the Kokomo Area Special Education
Cooperative the last ten years of her career.
After retiring in 2010, she taught special
education courses at Indiana University
Kokomo for three years. She has published two
children’s books and said she is slowly working
on another. The website for her books is
http://www.sharonwalrondharris.com.

“I found People’s to be similar to my previous
Unitarian Church,” Shari said. “People are very
friendly, and I felt right at home and felt that this
is where I belong.”
Here she says she finds great services and
interesting activities.
Asked about the source of religious wisdom for
her, Shari said “I read and study many “new age”
spirituality authors which have helped me
formulate my current beliefs. This has been a
focus for me most of my adult life and I am still

Shari said, “I find the worship services inspiring
and I find friendship and camaraderie in my
Chalice Circle. I also enjoy participating in the
Book Club and getting to know more People’s
people.
She said, “From the vision statement, I
especially relate to the words ‘freely searches
for truth and meaning,’”

(Shari, 77, has a son Mark Harris, an engineer and
plant manager in Indianapolis, and a daughter
Stacy Robbins, an elementary school speech
pathologist at Richland Elementary in the Gull Lake
Schools. Stacy and her husband Eric have a son,
Gavin, 12 years old.)

Volume 81, Issue 1

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Page 5

Special Collection for Lincoln School—September 15
Lincoln School Partnership
For many years People’s people have been
intertwined with the students and staff at Lincoln
Elementary. We have had tutors and mentors there
for as long as I can remember. We hold a special
annual collection for them at the beginning of the
church/school year (that will be on Sunday, Sept.
15th). We have done things like book collections so
EVERY student had a book at their reading level of
their own, collected snacks for the afterschool
program, collected clothing for the Kid’s Closet,
helped kids “shop” for small holiday gifts for family
members—the list is long!
Last school year, several People’s people and I
volunteered either with individual students or in
classrooms. I just want to take a moment to
appreciate all the time, energy and love that the
following people shared with Lincoln Elementary:
Martha Beverly, Rochelle Habeck-Hunt,
Eunice Jennings, Catherine Niessink, Stephen Ohs
Kay Spade, Kathryn Westphal

Styrofoam Collection
Sundays, September 15 & 22
Please bring your Styrofoam
that you’d like to be recycled
to church on these Sundays.
It can be dropped off in the
downstairs lobby.

Visit with The Kramers
Former church members Phil
and Drue Kramer are
planning to visit People’s
Church on Sunday,
September 15. They would
love to say hi to you in the
foyer after the service.

Each of these individuals has
helped students and staff
making the personal
connection that so many of
the kids crave, assisting
teachers in giving students
more individualized attention
in areas they struggle and
simply just being there as a
consistent adult that cares.
Thank you to all of you for the
connections you’ve made with
the students at Lincoln
Elementary.
If anyone is interested in hearing more about
volunteering with Lincoln School, please feel free
to contact me. Or speak to any of the volunteers
listed about what their experience has been.
If there is one thing that Lincoln needs, it is more
volunteers!
Thank you,
Jeme Baker, Jemaileen@yahoo.com

Easy Way to Get Involved
at People's
An easy way to get
involved at People's
Church and meet new
people without a major
time commitment is to
volunteer to help on a
Sunday morning. In addition to
needing front door greeters and
ushers, we are looking for folks who
can stay after the service to help wash
coffee cups. If you would be willing to
help, please sign up on the kiosk in the
foyer or online at
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508054ba9ac22a13-sunday.
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Race Matters
By Christine Hann
Earlier this year I attended Doing
Our Own Work: An Anti-racism
seminar for White People, facilitated
by Allies for Change and held at
Peoples Church. I intentionally
chose to explore racism and antiracism with other white people.
I wanted to confront my own denial,
confusion, pain and anger about racism. If I/we felt
resistance or had questions along the way, I expected
to work through those issues, without people of color
having to witness, educate us or defend their
experience of racist oppression. I also wanted to
practice interrupting racism in a space where I could
“not get it right,” until I could “do it better.”
Melanie Morrison, Executive Director at Allies for
Change, articulates the organization's intent in offering
this seminar in her online article: Why an Anti-Racism
Seminar for White People? I encourage you to look it
up.
We learned through much reading, writing, small
group and larger group discussion, videos, role-playing
(practicing, observing and discussing.) It was a soulchanging experience. Here are two of the many
messages I gained.
Don’t freeze each other in time. One of our
group agreements was not to “freeze each other in
time.” If someone said or did something oppressive,
we offered them the trust that they would learn from
their mistakes and incorporate what they learned into

their future selves. Still, it was important to
recognize the impact of someone’s words or
behavior over their intent. We still spoke to our
experience of the other’s behavior as these
situations arose, and we all learned. In my antiracist journey, I aim to give myself and all others
grace, trusting that as I ‘know better, I will do
better.’
“We need you to stay engaged with him!”
We watched a video where several men of color
and two white men discussed racism in the U.S.
One white man—I’ll call him Bob—talked the most.
Bob insisted life would be better for these men of
color if they would try harder and take advantage
of all the opportunities available in the U.S. He
denied the existence of racist oppression and
violence; he ignored the spoken experiences of the
men of color in the room. Sometimes the camera
panned on the other white man in the group.
I could see frustration on his face. I imagined he
might not agree with Bob, yet he did not say much.
Eventually, the men of color in the circle addressed
this quiet white man. They said they couldn’t get
through to Bob. It was too exhausting to keep
trying, while he continued to deny their lived
experience. They expressed their need for him to
stay engaged with Bob in this discussion, frustrating
as it might be, because he might have some
influence as another white person. It illustrated the
importance of white people holding each other
accountable, when we witness racist attitudes/
behavior/systems.

Library Corner
Bringing God Home; a Spiritual Guidebook for the Journey of Your Life, by Forrest Church
In times of crisis, we seek the consolation faith alone can provide. Using his own spiritual
quest as a starting point, Forrest Church has written a book that will comfort and inspire
readers of all backgrounds and creeds. Drawing insight and courage from poets,
philosophers, and prophets from across the ages, and from ordinary people from across
the street, Forrest Church, senior minister at All Souls Unitarian Church in New York
City, challenges us to set out on the journey of our lives, and then guides our steps back
home.
Now available on the top of the library shelving. To be found later under 289.1 Ch.
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SAVE the DATE! People’s Church Fine Arts Sale & Holiday Bazaar
will be Saturday, November 23 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 23rd will be the 18th Annual
Bazaar, our all-church fun(d)raiser, welcoming all of
our members, visitors, and friends. If you have
helped or shopped, you know that this event fills
the church and requires many hands. Please ask
your friends to plan to join you to “shop local” for
one-of-a-kind gifts and enjoy a snack or lunch in
our café.

This amazing event takes many hands. While the
holiday season may seem a while off, our planning
has begun. To get involved now, you can:
Sign Up for Pasty-Making Dates
No previous experience needed! Someone who
knows his/her way around the pasties will be onhand for every session. Get to know other
People’s
people and
learn to
make our
famous
pasties which
are frozen
and sold at
the Bazaar
and served
warm in the café. Chef Bob Friedel will lead the
pasty-making process. Chris Schleuder, our church
administrator will help organize work crews. The
first sessions will be held September 27-28. You
can sign up by visiting the Bazaar Table in the
foyer; by emailing Chris at
office@peopleschurch.net; or online by using the
SignUpGenius link on the church website.
Prepare Items for People's Specialties
Our major “department” at the Bazaar, in the
foyer, is called “People's Specialties.” These tables
feature your handmade jams, salsas, breads, frozen
entrees, cookies, candies, and small handcrafted
items (such as knitted items, small quilted items,
woodwork, and photography notecards). With

this month being prime time for fresh produce,
please consider making extra of your favorite
jam, salsa, and other recipes for our Specialties
tables or get a head start on one of your favorite
craft projects to donate.
White Elephant Contributions
Are you doing some summer-to-fall closet and
basement reorganizing? Our White Elephant
rooms will need to be stocked
with your nice items (no clothing,
furniture, or ski equipment), so
please set them aside now.
Housewares, decorative items, and
kids’ toys have been especially
popular. These will be collected the week prior
to the Bazaar.
As you can see, it’s not too soon to start our
planning and preparations to make this another
successful bazaar. More details will follow next
month with further ways to help, including the
various jobs that will be available on the day of
the event.
Contact Chris in the office or email Rochelle
Habeck Hunt at habeck@chartermi.net if you
have questions or want to be more involved.
The next meeting of the Bazaar Steering
Committee is Monday, September 16 at 6:30 pm.

Feeling Out of the Loop?
Sign up for the Weekly Email!
To get a weekly update of news
and events happening at the
church, please leave your email
address at the Information Desk
upstairs.
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CONTAGION

10:45 a.m., Sundays in Room 9

September 13-15

We have added new worship circles. These short
worship services for children of certain age groups
will offer inspiration, connection, ritual and music to
children (and the families of young children). These
services start at 10:45 and last for about 20
minutes— until religious education classes begin.
Participation is optional.

How much of your life is influenced by the
environment in which you live? How much of
your own perception is influenced by the
people and attitudes around you? How does
one small change grow and spread until it
overtakes the hegemony?

September 22: grades K-2
September 29: nursery and preschool-aged children
and their families

Mindfulness Meditation Class
Thursday, September 5 & 19
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 9

Everyone from beginners to
experienced practitioners are
welcome to participate in this
experiential class to learn
more about mindfulness and
experience mindfulness
meditation. For questions, contact Diane Melvin at
269-686-6031.

Come and join us in mulling over these brainteasers and playing some games involving
“brain-eaters”. The conference will be hosted
by People’s Church, and will be staffed by the
UU Young Adult Steering Committee. We
invite anyone ages 18-35 to come together,
Sept. 13th–15th, for a weekend of open
community, raucous conviviality, and
transcendental contemplation!
Attendance for this event is $25-$45 on a
sliding scale. This is used to provide meals and
facilities all weekend and is to be paid to our
Registrar upon arrival, either with check or
cash. The event begins at
6:00p.m. on Friday.
Please register using this link:
shorturl.at/NUY13

New Chalice Circles Forming Soon!
Please express your interest in a
Chalice Circle by writing your
name and contact number on
the sign-up sheet in the foyer.
We will schedule Circles to
accommodate those who sign
up.
Meetings are generally two hours, once per month.
A three month commitment is requested; at the end of
that time the group will decide to continue, or not.
Chalice Circles offer an opportunity to meet with
others around a commitment to practice listening and
sharing in ways that allow us to be real and honest, and

have the kind of deeper conversations that can be
difficult to make during coffee hour on Sundays.
In Chalice Circles, we focus on topics from our life
experience. Readings address spiritual topics, such
as gratitude, balance, nature, or God. Other
readings reflect themes such as listening, loss and
grief, forgiveness, or friendship. Members respond
to the topic questions by sharing personal
experiences and feelings.
More information is at the sign-up table. If you have
other questions, feel free to contact Membership/
Connections Committee adjunct for ongoing
groups, Pat Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com).
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September Start Up
And the cycle of the year turns yet again as it’s time for
a new church year to begin. This begins my 19th year
serving as your religious education director. We just
completed our summer RE Committee retreat and I’m
excited to have an enthusiastic and energetic group of
folks serving our congregation in religious growth and
faith development.
If you are new to People’s Church—Welcome! If you
have been coming for a while—Welcome Back! If you
have been attending all summer—Happy Fall!
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Key Upcoming Dates
9/7 - RE Teacher Orientation 1-4:00 pm
9/8 - H.S. OWL Parent Orientation 1-3:00 pm
9/15 - M.S. OWL Parent Orientation 1-3:00 pm
9/15 - 9-12th Grade Youth Worship Circle - 12:30-1:30
9/20 - M.S. OWL Kick-off Sleepover - 6:00 pm
9/21 - Coming of Age Parent Orientation and Opening
Ceremony 5:30-8:00 pm
9/21 - H.S. OWL Kick-off Sleepover - 6:30 pm

K-6th Grades - Unitarian Universalist Values

Our K-6th grade curriculum will be exploring our UU
values and principles. Through engaging stories and
learning about key figures in UU history, they will have
As summer moves into autumn, I am cognizant of how
opportunities to engage in ideas and questions about
the more spacious pace of summer often speeds up to a how to be good people and live good lives that contribmuch faster pace in the fall. In an effort to ensure that
ute to the betterment of the world.
our RE committee and our RE program is serving our
7-8th Grades
congregation’s most important needs in terms of reliOur Whole Lives Sexuality Education
gious growth and learning, I’ve asked this year’s RE comOur 7th and 8th graders will have the chance to
mittee to question all that we do and how
experience the cornerstone of the Our Whole
we do it. After so many years in the same
Lives (OWL) program this year. They will be
position, it is easy to get caught up in “this is
learning about how to build healthy relationships
how we do things” mentality and I want to
with clear communication, respect and consent.
move away from that.
Everyone I talk to these days has a very full
plate with more than enough to do. I want
to ensure that the time and energy volunteers devote to our programs are spent doing the most important things that tie directly into our church mission and vision.

9-10th Grades - Coming of Age
The Coming of Age program is a pivotal program designed to help these high school students
explore and articulate their deepest held values
and beliefs. Through retreats, high ropes course,
mentor relationships and time outside alone, these
youth will be guided through a rich experience of exploration and discovery.

We desire to create safe spaces for our children,
youth and adults to learn, grow, question and ex11-12th Grade
plore together. We do this within the container of a
Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education
Unitarian Universalist faith community which affirms
This group will have the opportunity to deepen their
each person and allows for a diverse expression of vari- understandings and experiences with the high school
ous beliefs and ideas.
OWL program.

In the RE team, we strive to balance opportunities
for religious growth with those for making connections and deepening relationships within our
congregation.
I hope that all of you will find plenty of opportunities for
connection at People’s Church as well as chances to
nourish your spirit!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
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New Evening Book Club
A new book club will launch first Thursdays of
the month, 5:30-7:30 p.m., beginning in
October. We'll meet at church in Room 18.
October and November books are chosen;
we'll pick our future reads at these meetings.
October 3: "House Girl" by Tara Conklin
is a novel set in two periods. In pre-civil war
1800s, we meet the slave companion of her
plantation owner/mistress, who on the first
pages of the novel makes the decision to RUN.
In modern times, a young associate at a major
law firm is given the unusual
assignment of finding plaintiffs
for a possible African American
reparations lawsuit, and
stumbles upon the 'house girl's'
story. There are mysteries in
both periods. Accounts of the
slave experience are of course
tough, but overall the book is uplifting. Critics
describe it as "intelligent" as well as "a page
turner".
November 7: "Transcription" by Kate
Atkinson, who has been one of the afternoon
bookclub's favorite writers. In this novel, a
young woman becomes involved in spying on
German collaborators in England during WWII.
More on this in the October newsletter.

News & Views

Study Group
Monday, September 16, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting next on
Monday, September 16, at
7:30 p.m. in Room 18. We
will be discussing the book
The Portable Hannah
Arendt. Hannah Arendt
(1906-1975) was a
renowned political thinker
who has recently garnered
renewed interest because of
her analyses of totalitarian
movements and thinking, and of the nature of
evil.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a
variety of books, dealing with religious,
philosophical, historical and scientific issues of
common interest. Newcomers to the group
are welcome! For more information, contact
Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269-8061904.

Discussion Group
Saturday, September 21, 10:30 a.m.
Our September 21 meeting will be presented
by Bob Hardin, focusing on the
book, Political Tribes by Amy
Chau.

Please contact Marj Lightner (269-353-1311) or
Pat Nelson (patnelson348@gmail.com) if you
are interested.

To be added to the email list
for brief readings suggested in
advance, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson348@gmail.com).

We are setting a maximum of 12 for this group.
The afternoon book club has grown too large, so
some members are moving to this group; we hope
others who have not been able to make it to the
afternoon group will join us. The afternoon book
club will be closed to newcomers for the foreseeable
future.

The Discussion Group meets
1st & 3rd Saturdays (through the regular
church year), 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in Room
6/7 at church. We take turns bringing treats
(usually donuts; healthier offerings accepted);
bring your own drink.
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Transgender Inclusion in
Congregations
First Wednesdays of the month, 7-9 p.m.
Next class is on September 4 in Room 19
Transforming Hearts Collective, a group of trans
UU religious leaders, have put together this
class which includes sessions on ‘welcome as a
spiritual practice,’ ‘unpacking the gender binary,’
and ‘trans experience and spirituality.’ The class
will include video lectures by the creators of the
program, conversation with People’s people and
other people of faith in Kalamazoo, facilitated by
Rev. Rachel, and the possibility to participate in
video chats with the program creators and
people from all over who have participated in
this class.

Medicine Wheel
Wednesday, September 4,
7:00pm
Native American Ceremony
Free Event
Each month we gather to honor our earth
mother and all our relations with this ancient
tradition. In this sacred space, we begin to
remember that we are all part of a greater
whole, and we begin to understand how our
relationship with every other being on this
earth truly matters.
Bring your drums and rattles to join in
ceremony, or simply observe and enjoy. Either
way, you may discover the serenity and sense
of connection you didn’t even realize was
missing from your life. We meet in Room 9.
For more information, contact Ann at 269-350
-1320 (call or text).
"Walk in balance on the Earth Mother."
—Sun Bear
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Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, September 24, 1:30 p.m.
This group explores death and dying through
film clips, personal
reflection, sociological
information, articles,
and conversation.
This class is open to all
People’s Church
adults. We meet in
Room L1. Childcare is available upon request.

Stress Relief through
Sound Therapy
Su Cutler has opened Whispering Frog Sound
Health (Portage).
Open Fridays. Schedule
appointments at
suacutler@gmail.com,
269-353-3654. Mention
People’s connection for
discount. SEPT/OCT
$30 (regular $40). Must be 18 or older.

AARP Seeks Income Tax Volunteers
for 2019 Fall Training
Recently retired or an empty nester and need
something to do? Got a head for numbers?
Like working on computers? Please consider
volunteering for the AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
program. We are focused on assisting seniors and
lower income people file their income tax returns.
Volunteers provide free, in-person assistance at
several locations within Kalamazoo County after
receiving detailed training and IRS certification. For
more information, go to: www.aarpfoundation.org/
volunteer, or contact Chris at
aarpcomm@gmail.com.
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Events and Activities

Volunteers Needed for
Infant Mortality and
Safe Sleep Practices Event

ISAAC Issues Convention

Thursday, October 29th
Westminster Presbyterian Church
1515 Helen St., Portage, MI 49002

September 14, Noon to 4 p.m.
Please join Cradle Kalamazoo in bringing awareness
to Infant Mortality and Safe
Sleep Practices on September
14 at Mt. Zion Baptist Church
(120 Roberson St,
Kalamazoo, MI 49007).
We are in need of volunteers
to make this a great event.
Please sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0e4aa8af22a6fa7-cradles if you can help.
For more information, go to: http://
cradlekalamazoo.com/event/cradles-matter-event/

Lost & Found
There are several items in the church’s Lost &
Found, including coats, that will be donated
elsewhere soon. If you’ve left something at the
church, please pick it up as soon as possible.

News & Views

Put Tuesday evening, October 29 on your
calendar for the ISAAC 2019 Issues
Convention–when
everyone present votes
on which issues we’ll
work on for the next
two years!
Please invite everyone
you know who cares
about cultivating the
Beloved Community in
Kalamazoo! There will
be lively presentations on the most important
issues in our community—but we can’t be
effective on all of them at once. We need
YOU to be there to help us choose!
—Executive Director Dr. Charlae Davis
and VP for Communications Tobi Hanna-Davies

Day

Date

Time

Place

Sunday

September 1

Summer Service presented by Bobby Goldstein

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Monday

September 2

Labor Day—OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday

September 3

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Board Meeting

10:00a.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen
Room L1

Wednesday

September 4

Staff Meeting
Membership Committee
Transgender Inclusion in Congregations
Medicine Wheel

2:00p.m.
5:30p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room L1
Room 19
Room 9

Thursday

September 5

Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 9
The Commons

Friday

September 6

Energy Well

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Saturday

September 7

Church Strategy Session
Religious Education Teacher Orientation

9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
1:00-4:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 19

Sunday

September 8

Sunday Service: “Joining of Waters Ingathering
Service” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
People’s Potluck
10-12th Grade OWL Parent Orientation

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:30p.m.
1:00-3:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 19

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Tuesday

September 10

Event
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Day

Date

Wednesday

September 11

Thursday
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Staff Meeting
Religious Education Committee

2:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 8

September 12

Bylaws Task-Force
Dismantling Racism Steering Team
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 18
The Commons

Fri.-Sun.

Sept. 13-15

CONtagion—Young Adult CON

6:00p.m.

Whole Church

Saturday

September 14

Social Justice Coordinating Committee

10:30a.m.

Room L1

Sunday

September 15

Sunday Service: “Where Life Sends You”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Special Collection for Lincoln School
Styrofoam Collection for Recycling
Middle School OWL Parent Orientation
High School Youth Worship Circle

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:30-2:30p.m.
12:30-1:30p.m.

Lobby
Rooms 9 & 19
Room L2

Monday

September 16

Green Sanctuary
Fall Bazaar Planning Meeting
Study Group

4:45p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:30p.m.

Room L1
Room L1
Room 18

Tuesday

September 17

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

September 18

Staff Meeting
Committee on Ministry

2:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 18

Thursday

September 19

Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 9
The Commons

Fri.-Sat.

Sept. 20-21

High School OWL Sleepover

6:00p.m.

Whole Church

Saturday

September 21

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.
5:30-8:00p.m.

Room 6/7
Room 9, The Commons

Sunday Service: “When Despair for the World
Grows in Me…” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Worship Circle for K-2nd Grade
Styrofoam Collection for Recycling
Board Retreat

10:45a.m.

The Commons

10:45a.m.
2:00-6:00p.m.

Room 9
Lobby
TBD

Coming of Age Parent Orientation
Sunday

September 22

Monday

September 23

Newsletter Deadline for October

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

September 24

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer
Room L1

Wednesday

September 25

Staff Meeting

2:00p.m.

Room 19

Thursday

September 26

Bylaws Task-Force
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
The Commons

Friday

September 27

Newsletter Mailing
Pasty-Making (Chopping Veggies)
Energy Well

9:00a.m.
1:00-3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 8
Kitchen
Room 9

Saturday

September 28

Pasty-Making (Assembly / Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling / Wrapping)

9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
1:00-2:00p.m.

Kitchen
Kitchen

Sunday

September 29

Sunday Service: “Life, Choice, and Justice”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Worship Circle for Preschoolers and Nursery
Children and Families

10:45a.m.

The Commons

10:45a.m..

Room 9

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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People’s Church
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1758 N. 10th St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

