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“Love, Hope, Change”
This summer, Sunday services will be related to a theme of “Love, Hope,
Change.” We sometimes sing at this church about being people of love, hope, and
change. This can be a goal for individuals or wider communities. Services may deal
with this in highly varied ways!
Each service will include a reflection from a speaker and participation from the
congregation. We seek to speak the truth as best we can. As we seek truth
together, deep listening is as important as honest speech.
August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Presenter: Savannah Ramsey
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Presenter: Rev. Rachel Lonberg
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July 28-August 2

Green Spot

4

Race Matters

5

The church office will be closed the week of
July 28th for floor cleaning.

Summer Religious Education: “We Care for Our Mother Earth”
Sunday children's activities this summer are based on our 7th UU Principle about
the interdependent web of life, simplified as, "We care for our Mother Earth." The
activities are geared toward elementary ages, but we regularly have teens join us.

Religious Education 6
Notes

Calendar

8

In August, we will learn new games, walk the labyrinth and have a nature
meditation, make nature crafts, and do a couple of scientific experiments.
Grandchildren and other visitors are always welcome. The
nursery is open for infants to preschoolers.
If you have any questions, please contact Mary Kate Webster
at 269-501-3854 or tomandmarykate@gmail.com.

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Save The Date!

Rev. Rachel on Study Leave

Church Strategy Session:
Giving Life the Shape of Justice

Rev. Rachel will be on study leave through
August 4. During this time, she will be (mostly)
away from normal duties to focus on research,
learning, and planning for the
upcoming program year. Her
projects include planning the
children’s worship circles that
will launch in the fall; setting
the schedule for service
leaders and selecting topics
for the services in The
Commons; researching how other churches
manage their administrative functions; reading
theology, poetry, and other inspiring things;
planning some upcoming adult religious
education offerings; and reading through and
understanding the documents of the Foundation
for Excellence, on whose board she now serves.

Saturday, September 7, 9 a.m. - noon
In our Widening Our Welcome Survey last
year, People’s people expressed that they
want the
church to do
more justice
work. Come
to this
gathering, led
by Rev. Rachel
and the Social
Justice
Coordinating
Committee to
talk about what issues we are most
passionate about and how we can most
effectively make change.
More details about this gathering will be
shared as it approaches.

During her study leave, Rev. Rachel will be less
available for meetings and checking email less
frequently in order to have sustained attention
for the projects listed above. If you experience a
pastoral emergency and need to reach her,
please do not hesitate to call her on her cell
phone—269-389-9721.

Art Wall Exhibit: “Watching and Waiting”
Photography by Dana Kubinski
Exhibit runs from July 14 - August 25
Artist’s Statement
I spend a lot of time in Nature, and I almost always see something to
photograph if I am able to notice it. One of my favorite lifeforms are
insects. Their intricacy and activity produce a sense of true awe in me.
Photography is my meditation—in the quiet among beings with which I feel
a true connection.
—Dana Kubinski
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Chalice Circles
Chalice Circles are an
increasingly popular way
for People’s Church
members to meet with 79 others to practice
listening and sharing in
ways that allow us to be
real and honest, and have
the kind of deeper conversations that can be
difficult during coffee hour on Sundays. In
Chalice Circles, we focus on topics from our
life experience. Readings address spiritual
topics, such as gratitude, balance, nature, or
God. Other readings reflect themes such as
listening, loss and grief, forgiveness, or
friendship. Members respond to the topic
questions by sharing personal experiences
and feelings.
Please sign up in the foyer to express your
interest in a Chalice Circle beginning in the

fall. Circles will be scheduled to
accommodate those who have expressed
interest. Meetings are generally two hours,
once per month. A three-month
commitment is requested; at the end of
that time the group will decide to continue,
or not.
One of our current Chalice Circles has
developed a focus on "Humans &
Nature"—dealing with climate change
concerns. See the sign-up sheet for more
information on this group, as well as general
focus groups.
If you have other questions, feel free to
contact Membership/Connections
Committee adjunct for ongoing groups, Pat
Nelson, patnelson348@gmail.com; 269-716
-3623), or our Minister or Director of
Religious Education.

Library Corner
Let Your Life Speak by Parker J. Palmer
With wisdom, compassion, and gentle humor, Parker J. Palmer
invites us to listen to the inner teacher and follow its leadings
toward a sense of meaning and purpose. Telling stories from his
own life and the lives of others who have made a difference, he
shares insights gained from darkness and depression as well as
fulfillment and joy, illuminating a pathway toward vocation for all
who seek the true calling of their lives.
Currently on top of the library shelving. Later to be shelved under
248.4 Pa.
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Transgender Inclusion in Congregations
First Wednesdays of the month, 7-9 p.m.
Next class is on August 7 in Room 19
Transforming Hearts Collective, a group of trans UU religious leaders, have put
together this class which includes sessions on ‘welcome as a spiritual practice,’
‘unpacking the gender binary,’ and ‘trans experience and spirituality.’ The class will
include video lectures by the creators of the program, conversation with People’s
people and other people of faith in Kalamazoo, facilitated by Rev. Rachel and
Cylise Snow, and the possibility to participate in video chats with the program
creators and people from all over who have participated in this class.

Green Spot
Help Available for Some with Lead-based Paint in their Homes
Do you live in an older home? Do you have
young children? Are you wondering whether
you have lead-based paint in your home that
may be putting your children at risk? The City of
Kalamazoo has received a grant for lead-based
paint hazard intervention.

You may qualify if:
 You live in the City of Kalamazoo;
 Your home or apartment was built before
1978;
 A child under six or a pregnant woman
lives in your home; and
 You have low to moderate income.
Services available without cost include:
 Testing for lead-based paint hazards.
 Full cost of repairs needed to control and
abate lead hazards.

 Educational materials about safely
maintaining homes with lead-based paint.

Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services,
Inc. (KNHS) is accepting applications. For more
information, contact Dorla Bonner,
Community Investment Manager in the City’s
Community Planning and Economic
Development Department. Phone is 269-3378339; email is BonnerD@kalamazoocity.org.
Help spread the word! You or someone you know
may benefit from this program.

Talking Pots

Tuesday, August 6, 3-5 p.m.
On the first Tuesday of the
month several members get
together in the church kitchen
to prepare dinner for the
Open Door Shelter. If you're
interested, we welcome your involvement.
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Race Matters—Thoughts on "Decolonizing Your Music Library"
By Music Director,
Savannah Ramsey
This past July, I had the
pleasure of attending
the Association for
Unitarian Universalist
Music Ministries annual
conference. The
sessions are always inspiring, and I love bringing
the things I learn back to Kalamazoo to
incorporate into our worship. Of particular
personal interest was Rev. Jason Shelton’s
“Decolonizing Your Music Library” workshop,
which focused on the topic of examining the
contents of our music libraries in the context of
inclusivity and representation.
The workshop was built around a single page
containing several ways to categorize the titles
that inhabit our libraries at home. It begins with
obvious things, such as the title and the
composer/arranger of the work, and the year it
was published. It goes on to ask if the work was
written by a person of color, or a member of
the LGBTQ+ community, and more. Rev.
Shelton encouraged each of us to come up with
our own criteria to add to the material that he
provided, as it makes sense to do for our
communities.
The purpose of this exercise is not only to help
the user organize their library, and perhaps
challenge the director to choose more music
from diverse composers, but also to begin to
“notice patterns,” as he phrased it, in the titles
that we own and perform. What message is
conveyed by having a library completely
dominated by works by a particular
demographic? Do the works we perform

represent all of the voices that we want to be
heard?
Rev. Shelton posed yet more questions: Are
the works we know and perform respectful of
the origins of the music? Are any of the works
arrangements of songs originally written by
POC or other marginalized groups? Even if a
work is beloved, is an arrangement the best
way to showcase it? Could there be elements
of the work that are omitted or changed to fit
the western ear? Is it worth performing a
piece of music if the voice who wrote it is
silenced in the process?
There are no right answers, and everything
comes down to context, he asserts. He did
not tell us what to think about our
collections, only encouraged us to look
critically at them.
This past year, we had the pleasure of
performing Rosephanye Powell’s “I Dream A
World,” which is a setting of the poem of the
same name, written by Langston Hughes.
During rehearsal, it was suggested that we
change the word “God” to something more
inclusive, in order to represent more of our
community. It is always a priority to consider
the feelings of the congregation, but we
decided to sing the original lyrics, given the
historical significance of the poem, and out of
a desire to not “colonize” the work by forcing
our own perspective onto it.
Consciously programming music by members
of marginalized groups is good and necessary
work, and it gets easier the more we question
the things we think we know, and look
outside our own understanding.
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Equity and Justice
Diversity asks, ‘Who’s in the room?’ Equity
responds: “Who is trying to get in the room
but can’t? Whose presence in the room is
under constant threat of erasure?”
Inclusion asks, “Have everyone’s ideas been
heard?” Justice responds. “Whose ideas
won’t be taken as seriously because they
aren’t in the majority?”

Diversity asks, “How many more of a [pick
any minoritized identity] group do we have
this year than last?” Equity responds, “What
conditions have we created that maintain
certain groups as the perpetual majority here.”
Inclusion asks, “Is this environment safe for
everyone to feel like they belong?” Justice
challenges, “Whose safety is being sacrificed
and minimized to allow others to be
comfortable maintaining dehumanizing views?”
~By Dafina-Lazarus Stewart

I’m reading White Fragility, White Rage and
Raising White Kids this summer. It’s got me
thinking of many ways that white supremacy
culture is perpetuated in our congregation and
in our RE program. I want to examine and
expose the often unrecognized ways we
propagate the harmful aspects of this dominant
way of being in the world within our
congregation.
The RE Committee is doing some work with
White Fragility during our August retreat to
help us examine the RE programs with an
expanded lens. The UUA has a great book
discussion guide that may be valuable to do
with a group of folks this year to help us do
this important work together.
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Doing anti-racism work both individually and
collectively is important to help our church
culture move from one of Diversity and
Inclusion to one of Justice and Equity. To
do that we each need to work to remove the
veils from our own eyes so that we can begin
to see the water in which we swim.
I hope that each of you are having a chance to
read some of the books on your summer reading
lists as well. Looking forward to beginning another
church year of growing and learning together.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin,
Religious Education Director
Fall Religious Education
K-6th - Unitarian Universalist Principles
7-8th - Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education
9-10th - Coming of Age
11-12th - Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education

* Religious Education Teacher Orientation *

Saturday, September 7th, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Mark Your Calendars for the Fall
RE Classroom Clean-Up
August 28 & 29 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to come and help up clean and prepare our classrooms and church for the new
church year! Jobs for all ages available!
Pizza provided for those who RSVP to Diane
at re@peopleschurch.net by the day before.
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Events and Activities

Afternoon Book Club
Our planning meeting for the upcoming church
year (September - June) will be on August 15,
1:30-3:30 in Room 19. We plan to meet
monthly, usually the 3rd Thursday of the month.
A schedule will be posted in
the foyer. Newcomers are
welcome to any meeting.
Anyone who would like to
review a book (optional)
should try to bring 2-3
suggestions, to allow input
from others toward our final choices. This
group leans toward quality fiction.

News & Views

Field Trip to Three Rivers and
Crane Pond State Game Areas
Saturday, August 3, 2019, 10 am - 1 pm
Led by Tyler Bassett
The Southwest Chapter of the Michigan
Botanical Club is organizing a field trip to
Three Rivers and Crane Pond State Game
Areas, near Jones, Michigan in eastern Cass
and western St Joseph counties. These Game
Areas comprise 2,126 and 4,267 acres of
public land, respectively. Together, they
provide critical habitat for a myriad of game
and non-game species.

If you have more questions, feel free to contact
coordinators, Marj Lightner or Pat Nelson.

Study Group
Monday, September 16, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting next on
Monday, September 16, at 7:30
p.m. in Room 18. We will be
discussing the book "The
Portable Hannah Arendt".
Hannah Arendt (1906-1975)
was a renowned political
thinker who has recently
garnered renewed interest
because of her analyses of
totalitarian movements and
thinking, and of the nature of evil.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a
variety of books, dealing with religious,
philosophical, historical and scientific issues of
common interest. Newcomers to the group are
welcome! For more information, contact Tim
Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269-806-1904.

Botanist and Plant Ecologist Tyler Bassett will
lead the trip. He has 20 years of experience
studying the plants and plant communities of
the Upper Midwest. The prairie-savanna
landscape of southwest Michigan is particularly
dear to him, which supports a
disproportionately high number of regionally
imperiled plant species. His work, in part,
aims to document and conserve these species,
and to restore, expand, and reconnect the
diminishing fragments of habitat that they
require for persistence.
Directions: We will meet Tyler at the
parking lot of the Shell Gas Station at the
Southeast corner of M-60/M-40 (Jones, MI) at
10 a.m. Address is: 10729 M-60, Jones, MI
49061. Driving time about 50 minutes from
Kalamazoo. Take US 131 to Three Rivers and
pick up M-60 West to the gas station in Jones.
About 7.7 miles. We will follow Tyler from
there to the site.
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Save Your Berries and Tomatoes

Mindfulness Meditation Class
Thursday, August 15
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 9

Everyone from beginners
to experienced
practitioners are welcome
to participate in this
experiential class to learn
more about mindfulness
and experience mindfulness meditation. For
questions, contact Diane Melvin at 269-686-6031.

Now is the time to save your extra tomatoes
and berries. People's
Specialties—like salsas and
jams—are some of the biggest
profit-making items the church
sells at our annual Holiday
Bazaar in November. Please
stock up on these items now
and keep the church in mind in the fall. Thanks
for your help!

Day

Date

Event

Time

Place

Thursday

August 1

OFFICE CLOSED for Floor Cleaning

Whole Church

Friday

August 2

OFFICE CLOSED for Floor Cleaning

Whole Church

Sunday

August 4

Summer Service presented by Savannah Ramsey

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Tuesday

August 6

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00 p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen

Wednesday

August 7

Staff Meeting
Transgender Inclusion in Congregations
Medicine Wheel

2:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 19
Room 9

Saturday

August 10

Social Justice Coordinating Committee

10:30 a.m.

Room L1

Sunday

August 11

Summer Service presented by Matthew Morris
McCormick

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Tuesday

August 13

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Thursday

August 15

Afternoon Book Club
Mindfulness Meditation

1:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 9

Saturday

August 17

Young Adult CON Planning

3:00p.m.

Whole Church

Sunday

August 18

Summer Service presented by Eddie DeGraw
Sunday Services Committee

10:45a.m.
12:00p.m.

The Commons
Room L1

Tuesday

August 20

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1

Wednesday

August 21

Committee on Ministry

6:30p.m.

Room 18

Sunday

August 25

Summer Service presented by Rev. Rachel
Lonberg
Religious Education Committee Retreat

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:00p.m.

Diane Melvin’s Home

Monday

August 26

Newsletter Deadline for September News &
Views

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

August 27

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1

Wednesday

August 28

RE Classroom Clean-up

6:00p.m.

Whole Church

Thursday

August 29

RE Classroom Clean-up

6:00p.m.

Whole Church

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

