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“Tasting Life Twice: The People’s Poetry Service”

“We write to taste life twice...in the moment, and in retrospect,” wrote Anais
Nin. Come experience the poetry written by People’s people at our annual poetry
service, coordinated by Leeanne Seaver.
April 14

“Against Innocence”

Rev. Rachel Lonberg

Is innocence—lack of guile, knowledge, and awareness—a virtue? Rev. Rachel has
her doubts and will explore the downsides of innocence. Her sources will include
Jewish interpretations of Adam and Eve eating from the tree of knowledge of
good and evil (spoiler alert: original sin is not part of this story), antiracist
theologians, and a children’s book that her children love.
April 21 “Love Your Neighbor: An Intergenerational Service”
Diane Melvin and Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In this service, we’ll be exploring the wisdom of two prophets who taught people
to love their neighbors—Jesus and Mr. Rogers. To channel the spirit of Mr.
Rogers, feel free to wear your favorite cardigan. We’ll be sharing a meal together
during the service and having small group conversations at our tables—please
bring a breakfast dish to share. After our meal, the service will include a chance to
wash another’s feet as both Mr. Rogers and Jesus demonstrated. (This ritual is
optional, of course.)
This is an intergenerational service. People of all ages are invited to stay in The Commons
for the whole service. The nursery and preschool classrooms will be open and staffed for
our youngest children.
April 28 “How Might We Live and Love in the Anthropocene?”
Donna McClurkan and Rev. Rachel Lonberg
About 12 years ago, Donna was asked a question by a neighbor that has haunted
her. Two contemporary cultural metaphors are helping her learn her way to
answering that question, and to navigate some of the spiritual and tactical
challenges of climate change.
Donna is a People’s Church member who has participated in The Shared Pulpit
Sermon Seminar this church year where she has been honing this message with
help from Rev. Rachel and other class participants. Rev. Rachel encourages
everyone to come hear her powerful, relevant message.
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Note from the Board President
This past summer, in our own
church, many members of our
congregation joined Jane Fonda
and Lily Tomlin in support of a
living wage of at least $12 for all
employees in Michigan. And yet,
several of our hourly staff
members make less than this.
Just as we were able to put our
values into action when we got
rid of the minimum pledge requirement, we can again
embody these same values by correcting this shortfall
and paying our staff a fair living wage.
It would cost us around $1,500 to bring all People's
Church staff members up to a wage of at least $12/hr.
The UUA also offers a range of fair wage guidelines
based on size, location, and other factors. For our
church, several of our employees would still fall under
the minimum compensation recommended by the
UUA. Ensuring that our staff are paid at least $12/hr
AND the recommended minimum compensation will
cost an additional $1,600. The total recommended
wage corrections would be approximately 1% of our
current budget—$3,100 in total. While not
insignificant, this amount feels possible, as well as
necessary if we are to claim that we are truly living in
right relations with ourselves and each other.
There are additional wage gaps, such as the vast
experience that many of our staff members have,
which should be compensated accordingly (closer to
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the midpoint of the UUA salary range.) The UUA
also recommends a yearly cost of living increase for
all employees. We plan to continue to close wage/
compensation gaps as the budget and pledging
process allows.
I encourage you to consider our church’s values as
well as your personal values as you commit your
financial resources this year. Please join me in
making your pledge generous, comfortable, and
appropriate.
—Zoë Valette

Membership Orientation
Sunday, April 7, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
If you are considering becoming a member
of Peoples Church or would simply like to
know more about the church and/or
Unitarian Universalism ,
please plan to attend our
Membership Orientation
after the service on April
7th in Room L2 from
12:30-2:30 pm. Rev.
Rachel will be there, along
with representatives from
the Membership, Religious Education, and
Stewardship committees. A light lunch will
be served and childcare provided. Please
sign up in the foyer.

Stewardship Campaign Underway - Pledges Due by April 14
Our “Everybody In” stewardship campaign is well launched. As of March
28, we have 67 pledges for $148,202! And the great majority of these
pledges were made online at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeRP3b0r8YoYUvRsiWojKV0CDgn3sdE577gDKmubu35JkGbQ/viewform
Or you can follow the link you received in an email from
generosity.peopleschurch@gmail.com Our goal is 100% participation
(“Everybody In”) so we are COUNTING ON YOU to submit your
pledge, online or on paper, by April 14 when we plan to celebrate our
success. And thank you for supporting People’s Church!
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Spring is here! And your Social Justice
Coordinating Committee is looking forward to
some uplifting action in People's involvement .
But first—the thank-yous.
Special Collections
Our response to the Center For Transformation's
appeal was $938.25. In addition, the Healthy
Snack Drive was amazingly successful! Thanks
once again for your generous support.
On April 14 we will hold a Special Collection for
Kalamazoo County Ready 4s. The mission of
Kalamazoo County Ready 4s is to “advance fully
accessible, high-quality pre-kindergarten
education for every 3- and 4-year-old in
Kalamazoo County through collaborative
leadership with public and private
community partners.” They accomplish this by
supporting pre-K providers in achieving and
sustaining high-quality learning environments,
providing tuition assistance
to qualifying families, and
developing strong community
partnerships with other
organizations who also serve
young children and their
families. When the program was launched in 2011,
they started with 5 pre-kindergarten providers and
65 4-year-olds. Eight years later, there are 1,105 4year-olds enrolled in 56 programs associated with
KC Ready 4s, and they have expanded to serving 3
-year-olds as well. Thanks to many donors and
community partners, they continue to expand
enrollment so that more children will enter
kindergarten possessing the skills and abilities to
find success—today, tomorrow, and into the
future.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings. The
Social Justice Coordinating Committee meets the
second Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in
Room L2.

ISAAC News
Our congregation has done it again and in record
time. With your generous help, we have collected
the money needed for our congregation to purchase
a full page, color ad in the ISAAC Banquet Book.
This is a wonderful statement about our church’s
alignment with ISAAC’s work and will help support
ISAAC’s budget. Please see the details on this page
about the ISAAC Banquet on May 18th and highly
anticipated speaker. Tickets will be on sale in our
foyer during April. Please join us—we hope to have
at least 4 tables of 8 of our people and mix our
seating with adjacent tables to help build the beloved
community at this event. Items for Silent Auction are
requested. Please contact ISAAC for details https://
isaackalamazoo.org/
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with People's people talking about why they came to People's and why they
continue to participate.

Emily and Chris Sipsma
Emily and
Chris
Sipsma first
attended
People’s in
2016.
“Multiple
friends
recommended we come,” Emily said.
Emily grew up in the First Congregational
Church in Allegan. Chris said he was brought up
in a very open-minded household.
“My mother was interested in the New Age
movement and I was exposed to a lot of
different beliefs, but I never had a church home,”
he said.
“We were looking for a community to become a
part of what would support us in ways that are
in line with our morals,” Emily said. “We’ve
found comfort, friendship, community and
warmth.”
“At People’s there’s a sense of peace,” Chris
added. “It’s very relaxing to be surrounded by
others who share your core values. I continue to
come for the sense of peace the very space
provides. I also come to be challenged, to be
reassured.”

“I always feel more connected and whole when I
walk out of the church on Sunday afternoon,
ready to face the week ahead.” Emily said.
Emily said Nature is a source of religious
wisdom for her.
Chris said, “For me there is no single source of
religious wisdom. There are so many ways to
find the messages. For me religious wisdom can
emerge from books, music, observation of the
birds as they maneuver for position on a snowcovered feeder, as well as classic religious
traditions of the world.”
Chris has put up flyers for the Bazaar and says
he had two great experiences with the Service
Auction in the past and looks forward to
another this year. Emily is one of the artist
coordinators for the Holiday Fine Art Sale and
Bazaar. She hopes to continue fostering
meaningful connections.

Emily, 34, is a real estate appraiser. Chris, 41, is the
homemaker. Their family includes Lyla, 10, and
four furry creatures: Jasper, the dog; and Mayhem,
Madness and Moose, the cats.

We’re looking for more People’s people to be featured in this part of News & Views.
If you’d be willing to be interviewed, please contact Ardyce Curl at oakwoods@net-link.net.
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Notes from the Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is proud to announce
nominees for People’s Board of Trustees and
nominees for the Nominating Committee. These
nominees serve three-year terms and will be voted on
at the Annual Meeting on May 19, 2019.
Alternative Nominating Procedure
If there are any members of the church who wish to
self-nominate to the Board or the Nominating

Committee, the procedure is as follows:
Any member of the church can be nominated by
petition containing the signatures of at least five
supporting members (the candidates having
consented). The petitions must be received by the
Church Administrator at least four weeks prior to
the Annual Meeting, (The date is April 21.) Petitions
are available from the Church Administrator.

Nominees for Board of Trustees
Karen Friedel
Karen Friedel started attending
People’s Church in 2011 with her
husband, Bob and son, Joe. Joe
participated in the Religious
Education program. This led her
to teach RE classes, help out with
the High School Youth Group,
including fundraising for our
youth to attend General
Assembly, and the Coming of Age
program. All of these experiences were rewarding in
connecting her with the youth and other adults. These
opportunities have helped her to work toward a
greater good. Karen has found working together on
projects, enjoying the relationships and interactions
with youth and other adults worthwhile.
Other activities include participating in a Chalice Circe,
the Bazaar, choir, Palmer Sanctuary and Isaac. Being
part of the People’s community is important to her.
This is a place where she can live out her values.
Karen’s profession is Social Work. She worked many
years providing services to adults with mental illness.
She continues to work now serving the elderly and
people with disabilities in the long-term care option to
live in the community verses in a nursing home.
Being a member of the board will provide Karen the
broader perspective of People’s Church. She wants to
learn more about the difficult issues that are a divide
for people. Learning, listening and speaking about
social issues are the tools to use on this journey.

Denise Hartsough
Denise Hartsough has been a
UU since 3rd grade,
attending the UU Fellowship
of Greater Lafayette (IN)
until high school graduation.
In high school she actively
participated in Liberal
Religious Youth (LRY),
helping to organize a
conference in West
Lafayette. In the 1980s she served as board
secretary and taught RE for the Maumee Valley
UU Congregation (Perrysburg, OH). While
Denise attended People’s Church from 1990-95
she participated in Adult RE, including Cakes for
the Queen of Heaven and Feminist Theology
Discussion Group. Denise helped found UU
Community Church of SW MI (Portage). Her
many roles included DRE, board member, board
president, RE teacher and Faith in Action
Committee chair. Denise returned to People’s in
2017 and has joined the Finance Committee.
Careers include: Film Studies professor at Bowling
Green State University (1987-92) and Community
Investment staffer then director at the Greater
Kalamazoo United Way (1997-2013). Currently,
Denise does grant writing and strategic planning
for nonprofits on a contractual basis, and
volunteers for the League of Women Voters (local
and state), ISAAC, Downtown Rotary and
Communities in Schools.
This article is continued on Page 6
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Nominees for Board of Trustees
Susan Moerdyk
Susan Moerdyk started
attending People's Church
in the summer of 2010,
and joined shortly after.
She was looking for a faith
community and the
opportunity to be part of
something bigger than
herself. The Seven
Principles, People's
commitment to inclusion, and welcoming members
were instrumental in her decision to join. She
started by volunteering for one time activities,
including the annual pasty making parties and
cashiering at the annual Bazaar. She sings in the
choir and became involved with the Music

committee. Part of Susan's contribution to People's
Church is lending her data gathering and analysis
abilities to the organization. The first major
initiative was conducting and analyzing survey results
that resulted in systemic changes in our Music
ministry. Recently, she also coordinated with a team
of twelve other People's people to facilitate the
work done to determine the priorities of the
Congregation through the Widening our Welcome
project. Susan is committed to, and passionate
about, enabling organizations and their members
reach their goals and aspirations. She looks forward
to the possibility of participating in the work of
People's Church as a member of the Board of
Trustees.

Nominees for Nominating Committee
Joe Hampel
Joe grew up in a suburb
near Milwaukee. Went to
college in Madison where
he met his wife, Annie.
After he finished vet
school there, they moved
to Ann Arbor where they
lived for three years. Joe
and Annie moved to
Kalamazoo in 2014 and
welcomed their daughter Violet a month later.
Joe really enjoys living in Kalamazoo/Southwest
Michigan. His hobbies include photography, golf,
a little piano, and traveling; his family is actually
visiting family in Croatia this summer. Joe works
in Mattawan at Charles River labs and takes
care of the monkeys and a few of the other
critters over there. He and Annie became
members a couple of years ago, shortly after
they started attending services. Annie teaches
RE and helps with the youth group. Joe help out
with AV and enjoys making pasties for the
annual bazaar. He’s excited to get more
involved by participating in the nominating
committee.

Gary Leadley
Gary Leadley and his wife
Jeanne Leadley first came to
People’s Church in 2010 after
being active with their kids at
St. Catherine of Sienna Church
in Portage since moving here in
1986.
Gary grew up in Jackson,
Michigan, and graduated from Michigan State
University with a degree in Metallurgical Engineering.
After working in locations surrounding our state, he
and Jeanne established themselves in Portage so Gary
could work for 23 years at Eaton in Galesburg
analyzing failures in truck transmissions.
Since he had a natural inclination to hands on
activities and time available after retirement, Gary
was quickly drawn to be active on the Building and
Grounds Committee, which he has chaired for many
years. In this activity, his focus has been to not only
maintain what we have, but to implement
enhancements to improve our operation and make
our facilities more inviting, particularly to visitors and
new members.
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Spring!
Nothing gives me more hope than the turning of wheel
from winter into spring. The return of blue skies and
sunshine mixed with warmer temps and birdsongs lifts
my spirits immensely.
As we rejoice in the renewal found in the natural word
in spring, Pagans and Christians alike are rejoicing in the
rebirth of the son/sun and the prolific renewal of life
often represented by chicks and bunnies as winters dormancy gives way to the buds and blooms of new life.
As the Pagans among us are celebrating Eostara, honoring the ancient European goddess of spring, the Christians are celebrating Easter this month.
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DATE CHANGE For 2019 Peace and Nature
Camp NEW DATE: June 24-28

Camp will now be moved back one week. Peace and
Nature Camp is a one-week day-camp at People’s
Church that runs M-F, June 24-28, 9am - 4pm and is
open to all children ages 7-12 years old. This week includes an all-day field trip to the Kalamazoo Nature
Center on Thursday of that week.

Camp is a way for children to be outdoors together and
interact peacefully and cooperatively with each other
and nature through hands on activities. It gives children
a chance to relax in a safe environment and learn how to
be comfortable in the woods and with their peers.

Have you ever wondered how Unitarian Universalists
regard Easter? Have your kids inquired as to what this
holiday is all about? Celebrating with bunnies and eggs
dates back to ancient pagan festivals celebrating the fertility and renewal of new life common in the spring.

Camp seeks to strengthen each child’s connection with
the natural world and the wisdom it contains. These experiences in turn allow them to shape their own values
regarding peace and nature. Look for a short presentation about camp during the April 28th Earth Day Service.

Christians celebrate Easter as the time when Jesus was
crucified on the cross by the Romans and came back to
life three days later. It is believed that he died to erase
the sins of those who believe in him as their savior.

Registration begins April 28th. Registration forms will be
available in the foyer at the camp display board and
online at peopleschurch.net starting April 28th. The cost
of camp is $120 per camper. Registration ends June 2nd.
Scholarships are available if registered by May 26th.
Camp tends to fill quickly, be sure and register early.

Many Unitarian Christians believe that Jesus was a great
teacher and healer. While they may not believe the story
of the resurrection literally, it is still a story that often
If you have any questions, are interested in helping with
invokes hope, forgiveness and the renewal of new life.
camp or would like to make a donation to the scholarship fund please contact me at 269-623-2932 or
On April 14, our K-7th graders will learn about the
Christian and UU ideas around the Easter stories to help birdman@mei.net.
them form their own ideas and beliefs.
~ Jeff Kirkwood, Peace and Nature Camp Director
On April 28, prayer and meditation is the focus of
the RE classes. While introducing a few prayers from
the Christian, we also want our children to experience spiritual practices they may find meaningful including guided meditation, zen tangling and walking
our church labyrinth as well as writing their own prayers and learning to listen within to their own hearts
and spirits.
We would love to have families share their own spiritual
practices with their children to extend the conversation
begun in their RE classes.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

8-12th graders who visited Galilee Baptist Church on March 17

Church Visits Wrapped Up
Our teens had the opportunity to visit two Jewish temples, St. Joseph Catholic Church, First Congregational
Church and Galilee Baptist Church. Hopefully they have
more insights into those with different faiths and beliefs.
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Memorial Service for Pat Pratt

Memorial Service for Avery Playford

Saturday, April 6, 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 4, 1:00 p.m.

There will be a
memorial service in
remembrance of
longtime member Pat
Pratt at People’s
Church on April 6 at
1:00 p.m. with a
reception to follow.

There will be a memorial service
in remembrance of Avery
Playford on May 4, 1:00 p.m. at
the Clubhouse at Kline’s Resort,
22260 Kline's Resort Rd,
Three Rivers, 49093.

(Please note the earlier start time.)

New Class Starting Soon: Transgender
Inclusion in Congregations
First Wednesdays, 7-9pm,
beginning May 1, Room 19
The class will meet monthly for six months
A survey of trans UU was recently conducted
which reported that only 44% of trans people felt
spiritually connected and
nourished at their congregation,
72% did not feel that their
congregation is fully inclusive of
them and 42% regularly
experience trans-related
marginalization in Unitarian
Universalist spaces. We are failing to live into our
ideals. Let’s learn to do this better.
Transforming Hearts Collective, a group of trans
UU religious leaders, have put together this class
which includes sessions on ‘welcome as a spiritual
practice,’ ‘unpacking the gender binary,’ and ‘trans
experience and spirituality.’ The class will include
video lectures by the creators of the program,
conversation with other People’s people facilitated
by Rev. Rachel, and the possibility to participate in
video chats with the program creators and people
from all over who have participated in this class.

Library Corner
A Handful of Quiet presents one of the best
known and most innovative meditation
practices developed by Thich Nhat Hanh.
Pebble meditation is a playful and fun
activity that parents and educators can do
with their
children to
introduce them to
meditation. It is
designed to
involve children in
a hands-on and
creative way that
touches on their
interconnection
with nature. Practicing pebble meditation
can help relieve stress, increase
concentration, nourish gratitude, and can
help children deal with difficult emotions.
Any adult wishing to plant seeds of peace,
relaxation, and awareness in children will
find this unique meditation guide helpful.
Children can also enjoy doing pebble
meditation on their own as can adults.
Now displayed on library shelves. Later to be
found under 294.3 Nh.
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Green Spot — Help save the Earth and have fun doing it!
By Allen Webb
Join in on Kalamazoo Earth Day, Saturday,
April 20, noon to 5 pm in Bronson Park!
Three years ago, myself and a group of people
concerned about climate change decided to resurrect
Earth Day in Kalamazoo and make it a fun and
educational event where people could learn about the
dangers facing our beautiful planet.
This is the third year running celebrating
Earth Day in Kalamazoo's Bronson Park.
On April 20, there will be music, food
trucks, environmental art displays,
children's activities including animalthemed face painting, electric cars, a biodiesel bus, speakers, and nearly 100
booths of local organizations and
environmentally friendly businesses. Performers
include children from El Sol school, and students from
Kalamazoo Central High School.

People's Church is an official sponsor and the Green
Sanctuary Committee will have a booth. Eddie and
Andrew from church will lead environmental activist
training.
The theme for this year is 101,000 Acts of
Green! There are 101,000 households in Kalamazoo
County. We want to encourage and celebrate the
many things people are doing, and could be doing, to
protect our environment. We will be collecting lists of

pledges to enact Acts of Green from now until next
year's Earth Day, which will be Earth Day's 50th
Anniversary! (First Earth Day was in 1970.)
Three years ago, a local artist who goes by the name
"Bonus Saves" created a compelling set of Earth Day
murals depicting two futures—with vs without action
to prevent climate change. This year, Bonus Saves is
creating a third mural illustrating the Green New
Deal!
Many local organizations are helping to
make Earth Day happen: City of
Kalamazoo, Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo Nature
Center, Kalamazoo Library, Kalamazoo
Valley Museum, Better World Builders,
Lake Michigan Credit Union, Plaza Corp
and many more.
We need over 100 volunteers to help us! To
volunteer, have a booth, or register your own Act of
Green go to Kalamazoo Earth Day page on the
Kalamazoo Nature Center website.
Share the Kalamazoo Earth Day Facebook Event Page
with friends.
See you on Earth Day!
The Green Sanctuary Committee holds meetings on
the 3rd Monday of the month at 4:45 p.m. in Room L1.
Anyone interested in green issues and encouraging
sustainability in the community is welcome to attend.

Sign Up for Chalice Circles Now
CHALICE CIRCLES offer an opportunity to meet with others around a commitment to practice listening and
sharing in ways that allow us to be real and honest, and have the kind of deeper conversations that can be difficult
to make during coffee hour on Sundays. In Chalice Circles, we focus on topics from our life experience. Readings
address spiritual topics, such as gratitude, balance, nature, or God. Other readings reflect themes such as
listening, loss and grief, forgiveness, or friendship. Members respond to the topic questions by sharing personal
experiences and feelings.
Meetings are two hours, once per month; day & time to be arranged. A three-month commitment is requested;
at the end of that time the group will decide to continue, or not. Circles will begin as soon as we have enough
participants (6-8) and then will be closed for the duration. We expect to open new groups late next Fall.
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Church Van for Sale
People's Church is selling its
van. If you are interested in
purchasing it, please reach out
to office@peopleschurch.net
or 269-375-3262.

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, April 30, 1:30 p.m.
The Facing Life, Facing Death group meets on the
fourth Tuesday of the month from
1:30-3:00pm. Generally, the first
half-hour is a group check-in. For
the final hour, Rev. Rachel leads
the group in exploring death and
dying through film clips, personal
reflection, sociological
information, articles, and conversation. This class is
open to all People’s Church adults. Childcare is
available upon request.

Mindfulness Meditation Class
Now twice a month on 1st and 3rd
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Room 9

News & Views

Coffee Volunteer Needed May 12
The church is in need of a
volunteer to help make coffee
before the service on Sunday, May
12. Please let the office know at
office@peopleschurch.net or 3753262, if you’d be willing to help.
Thank you.

Kinship Group
Sunday, April 21, 4:00 p.m.
Looking for more social get-togethers? Hoping for
more connections with the people of the church?
We are a group of people who want
to grow their circle beyond just their
nuclear family and we'd love for you
to join us at our Kinship Group
meetings! Let's learn about each
other, support each other, and have
fun (and maybe play board games?
But only if you want to). All you
need to bring is yourself, but we
won't say no to a potluck dish if you are so inclined.
Our next gathering will be on Sunday, April 21st,
from 4 to 8 p.m. with dinner around 6 p.m. Feel free
to come hang out early or closer to dinnertime...
whatever works for you!
For more information, contact Laura Bultman
(lauramariabultman@gmail.com).

April Citizen Lobby Days
Lobby State Representatives/Senators in teams,
with leadership and training provided.

Everyone is invited to participate in this
experiential class. We practice both silent and
guided meditation as well as discuss ways to bring
more mindfulness into our daily lives. Join us as
we support one another with this practice that
can help us increase mindfulness, peace and
contentment in our daily lives.

Sierra Club, April 17, register by April 12 at
https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/sierra-clubcitizen-lobby-day
Center for Inquiry, April 25, register by April 22 at
https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/michigan/
events/advocacy-day-2019
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TED and Other Talks,Too
Tuesday, April 23, 7:00 p.m.
This short video (often 'TED Talks') viewing and discussion group
meets the 4th Tuesday of the month, from 7-8:30 p.m., in Room
19.
Topic: "Television Media: The Peek-a-Boo World".
As Neil Postman states, "The milieu in which each
Technopoly flourishes is one in which the tie between
information and human purpose has been severed, i.e.,
Information appears indiscriminately, directed at no one in
particular, at enormous volume and at high speeds, and
disconnected from theory, meaning, or purpose."
Lyn Bartley, retired WMU Prof. of Communications,
facilitates. All are welcome.

Discussion Group
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Room 6/7
April 6: Animal Intelligence, inspired by the recent
Sierra Club Magazine cover article:
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2019-2-march-april/feature/
does-bear-think-woodsbook. We may wander into plant
communications, as well: https://www.wired.com/2013/12/
secret-language-of-plants/
April 20: What is Death? (https://
www.nytimes.com/2019/02/16/opinion/sunday/deathdefinition.html), led by Dave Heinrich.
To receive other recommended background readings,
contact Pat Nelson, patnelson@btc-bci.com to get on the
email list. The Discussion Group meets most 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the church year, 10:30-12:00 in Room 6/7. We
take turns bringing treats; bring your own drink. Anyone
welcome to any meeting.

Afternoon Book Club
Thursday, May 2, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
The meeting scheduled for April 11, on Beak
of the Finch has been moved to May 2 (1:303:30), at 2708 Ridgeview Drive, Kalamazoo.
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Study Group
Monday, April 29, 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be
meeting next on Monday,
April 29 at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 18. We will be
discussing the book Why
Religion? A Personal Story,
by Elaine Pagels. Pagels, a
well-known historian of
early Christianity and
gnosticism, discusses the
relevance of religion to our lives today,
drawing on her own personal life tragedies.
The Study Group meets monthly to discuss a
variety of books, dealing with religious,
philosophical, historical and scientific issues of
common interest. Newcomers to the group
are welcome! For more information, contact
Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269-8061904.

Caregiver Coffee Time
Fridays, April 12 & 26, 9:30 a.m.
Caregivers of young children are invited
to join us to share experiences, listen
without judgement, and support one
another through
this challenging
and rewarding
season of life. We
meet twice a
month on Friday
mornings at the
church in one of
the downstairs
rooms; our first
meeting of the month will be April 12th
from 9:30 to 11:30am. Childcare will be
provided. Everyone is welcome; nonchurch members are requested to
donate $5 towards paying our childcare
providers. To RSVP or for more
information, please contact Laura
Bultman, lauramariabultman@gmail.com).
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Events and Activities

The Tibetan Buddhist
Art of Compassion

New People’s Church Video

Sunday, April 7, 1-2:30 p.m., Room 19
A comprehensive method
for reducing our negative
feelings and improving our
lives. The key component:
developing heartfelt
compassion for all. Demo
Rinpoche—Geshe
Lharampa degree from
Drepung Loseling
Monastery, India, under the supervision of HH the
Dalai Lama.
This event has a suggested donation of $10.
Seating is limited, so reserve your spot today
at westmi@jewelheart.org or 734-368-8701.
For more information, visit jewelheart.org
A follow-up 8-week course begins Tuesday, April 16
from 7-8:30 p.m. in Room 9. Class is FREE.
Day

Date

Tuesday

April 2

Wednesday

News & Views

On March 31, we showed our new People’s
Church video created by Ella Swift Redding
and Majken Ruppert to the congregation.
Check it out on the church’s website:
http://peopleschurch.net/who-we-are/videointroduction/

KPL Common Read
Sunday, April 28, 12:30 p.m.
There will be a book discussion for The Hate U
Give in Room 19 on Sunday,
April 28 from 12:30-2p.m. This is
Kalamazoo Public Library’s
Common Read selection this year,
so please read the book and join
us in the sure to be engaging
discussion. Many copies are
available tat KPL in audio and
written formats so the discussion. Please bring a
brown bag lunch on the 28th.

Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00 p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen

April 3

Membership Committee
The Shared Pulpit: Sermon Seminar
Medicine Wheel

5:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room L1
Room L2
Room 9

Thursday

April 4

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 9
The Commons

Friday

April 5

Poetry Service Rehearsal
Youth Sleepover
Energy Well

5:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

The Commons
Meet at church
Room 9

Saturday

April 6

Discussion Group
Memorial Service for Pat Pratt

10:30a.m.
1:00p.m.

Room 6/7
The Commons

Sunday

April 7

O.W.L. - K/1st Grade
Sunday Service: “Tasting Life Twice: The People’s
Poetry Service”

9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
The Commons

Dismantling Racism Implementation Team
Membership Orientation

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 19

Monday

April 8

Chalice Circle

6:00p.m.

Room 18

Tuesday

April 9

Building & Grounds Work Group
The Shared Pulpit: Sermon Seminar
Finance Committee

10:00a.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1

Volume 80, Issue 8
Day

Date

Wednesday

April 10

Thursday
Friday
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Committee on Ministry
Religious Education Committee
Stewardship Committee

5:40p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
Room 8
Room L1

April 11

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
The Commons

April 12

Caregiver Coffee Time

9:30a.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1 / L2
Room 9

Energy Well
Fri.-Sun

April 12-14

O.W.L. Facilitator Training

Saturday

April 13

Social Justice Coordinating Committee

Sunday

April 14

Pledges Due—End of Stewardship Campaign
O.W.L. - K/1st Grade
Sunday Service: “Against Innocence” Rev. Rachel
Lonberg
High School Youth Group
Sunday Services Committee

Whole Church
10:30a.m.

Room L2

9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
The Commons

12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room L2
Room L1

Monday

April 15

Green Sanctuary Committee

4:45p.m.

Room L1

Tuesday

April 16

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Chalice Circle

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer
Room L2

Thursday

April 18

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
Room 9
The Commons

Friday

April 19

Preschool Curriculum Meeting
Energy Well

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Saturday

April 20

Discussion Group
Chalice Circle

10:30a.m.
11:00a.m.

Room 6/7
Room 18

Sunday

April 21

Sunday Service: “Love Your Neighbor: An Intergenerational Service” Diane Melvin, Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Breakfast Potluck—During Service
Board Meeting`
Kinship Group

10:45a.m.
11:00a.m.
12:30p.m.
4:00p.m.

The Commons
The Commons
Room L1
Bultman’s Home

Monday

April 22

Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

April 23

Building & Grounds Work Group
Finance Committee

10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Thursday

April 25

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
The Commons

Friday

April 26

Caregiver Coffee Time
Energy Well

9:30a.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1 & L2
Room 9

Saturday

April 27

Chalice Decorating (auction event)

2:00p.m.

Room 12

Sunday

April 28

Sunday Service: “How Might We Live and Love in
the Anthropocene?” Donna McClurkan and Rev.
Rachel Lonberg
Book Discussion on 'The Hate U Give'
Budget Briefing

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room 19
TBD

Monday

April 29

Study Group

7:30p.m.

Room 18

Tuesday

April 30

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Volume 80, Issue 8
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

