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News 
 Views 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓɂρπȡτυ ÁȢÍȢ 
November 4  òThese are Your Dreamsó   Rev. Rachel and the 

Widening Our Welcome Team  

Over the past year, the Widening Our Welcome team has been holding 

conversations with Peopleõs people about the state of our church and our best 

ideas for the future. You had nearly 1,000 opinions and ideas! In this service, we 

will be sharing visions of possible futures together and inviting Peopleõs people to 

vote on which next step to take first in worship and other programs.  Please see 

the Widening Our Welcome article on Page 7 for more information. 
 

Reminder: Daylight Savings Time ends today.  Please remember to turn your clocks 

back 1 hour.  
 

November 11    òThe Promise and Practice of Our Faithó     

Rev. Rachel and members of the Anti -Racism, Anti -Oppression,  

and Multiculturalism Committee  

What would it be like if our UU worship service centered entirely around the 

voices and the experiences of black Unitarian Universalists? What truths might we 

hear, however difficult? What might we learn? How might these black UU leaders 

teach us to be better allies, better siblings in faith, and even better citizens in our 

community? Black Unitarian Universalists have asked our congregations to hold 

ôPromise and Practiceõ services.  Today, we join with the hundreds of 

congregations who have accepted that invitation. 
 

November 18   òRemembering Rev. Caroline Bartlett Craneó  

Rev. Rachel Lonberg  
Caroline Bartlett Crane was one of the first women to become a 

minister and she was the minister of Peopleõs Church from 1889 to 

1898. Her impact on our communityñboth within the church and 

beyondñendures in powerful ways, from the name ôPeopleõs 

Churchõ to the passage of public health legislation. Let us remember 

this powerful part of our history. 
 

November  25   òDid the God of Abraham Fight at the Siege of Troy?"   

Rev. Dennis McCarty  

We tend to think of Greek myth as charming, even poignant stories, while (even if 

we don't like it) we see the Bible as central to America's religious culture. Yet 

both canons were developing about the same timeñand the Old Testament did 

not develop in a vacuum. The interplay between them makes for a breathtaking 

tour of Ancient Near Eastern religion and culture. 

 

Read more about Rev. Dennis McCarty on page 2  

Ǫ 
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Child Dedication  
Sunday, November 18  

 

In the Unitarian Universalist tradition, our ritual 

for welcoming children and babies into our 

community is a child 

dedication. In the ritual, 

the church community 

dedicates itself to 

children and babies, 

promising to love and 

support them as they 

grow and learn here. We 

share each childõs name 

with the community, 

dedicate their thoughts, words and deeds to 

beauty, truth, and goodness and lead children 

and their families around the sanctuary so the 

gathered community can see them and offer their 

blessings. If your family would like to participate 

in this ritual (and you havenõt let Rev.  Rachel 

know already) or if you have questionsñplease 

contact Rev. Rachel at 269-389-9721 or 

minister@peopleschurch.net. 

Dennis McCarty Book Reading  
Sunday, November 25, 12:15pm  

 

Rev. Dennis McCarty, now retired from parish 

ministry will be reading from 

his new book Reflections: On 

Time, Culture, and Spirits in 

America and answering 

questions.  Rev. Rachel has 

begun reading this book and 

recommends it highly. Copies 

will be available for purchase.  

We will gather in Room 19. 

 

Rev. McCarty serves as Minister Emeritus at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbus, 

Indiana.  He was an intern minister at Peopleõs Church 

from 2001-2003.  

Membership Orientation  
Sunday, November 4  

12:30-2:30 p.m.  

 
If you are considering becoming a 

member of 

People's Church, 

or just want 

more 

information 

about Unitarian 

Universalism, 

please join us for 

an orientation 

being offered 

November 4 in Room 19, after the 

Sunday service.  Representatives of key 

committees will be present, and there 

will be opportunities to have any 

questions you may have answered.  

Please sign up on the table in the foyer 

to let us know youõre planning to attend, 

and whether or not you need childcare.   

A light lunch will be provided.  

Peopleõs Potluck 
Sunday, November 11  

 

Please join us after  

the service on Sunday, 

November 11 for  

a potluck lunch in  

The Commons.  Please 

bring a dish to share and plan to stay. 

mailto:minister@peopleschurch.net.
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The Holiday Bazaar is a signature event for our 

churchñwhere everyoneñmembers, friends, and 

family membersñcan play a part in making it happen. 

We hope for over 700 people to come through our 

doors that day. The pasty making is nearing 

completionñthanks to many teams of choppers, 

assemblers, wrappers and their faithful leader and 

dough makers. Now is the time to bake, craft, sign up, 

and spread the word. The Bazaar supports our church 

budget, our programs and our service to others, and 

helps others get to know about us. Here are some of 

the many ways you can help. 

 

Request for Peopleõs Specialties 

Peopleõs Specialties are the churchõs biggest 

moneymaker of the Bazaar, and we would like to ask 

for as many donations of baked goods, frozen entrees, 

frozen soups, frozen casseroles, and crafts as you can 

possibly provide.  Your contributions will help 

tremendously!  An important request about your very-

generous donations is that you attach a label on 

each item stating if the item is vegetarian, vegan 

or gluten -free .  Please also include a complete list 

of all ingredients of the food on each label .  

Donations may be dropped off in the foyer, either the 

evening before or the morning of the Bazaar.  There is 

a freezer in Room 8 where you can drop off any frozen 

food items from now until the day of the Bazaar.  The 

freezers will be on the north side of the lobby on the 

day of the event.  Please contact Kat Westphal, (231) 

327-4123, westphalkathryn@gmail.com or Nancy Stern, 

(269) 598-3638, nnc.stern@gmail.com, if you have 

questions. 

 

Help promote the event! Flyers and postcards are 

available on the Bazaar sign-up table in the foyer. Please 

post at local venues/your workplace and distribute to 

people who might enjoy our event.  Post the link to our 

website page and share the Facebook event and with 

friends, work colleagues, neighbors, and family.  

Personal invitations work bestñinvite people to join 

you for lunch in the café. If you live on a busy street or 

corner lot, we have some yard signs to put up Sunday, 

November 11th for the week before the Bazaar.  
 

 

Gather gently used items to bring the week before 

the Bazaar for the White Elephant Rooms. Please 

search your closets, shelves and cabinets to find and 

clean those nice but unneeded household items, unused 

gifts, jewelry, holiday décor, toys and games for kids. 

No furniture, clothes, mold electronics or large athletic 

equipment accepted. Please bring your items to drop off 

after church on Sunday, November 11th in the 

downstairs lobby if you can. Or, drop-offs will also be 

accepted on Monday, Nov. 12th from 5:30-8pm,  

Tuesday, Nov. 13th from 10am-2pm,  and Wednesday, 

Nov. 14th from 5:30-8pm. 

 

Shop local! Itõs 

hard to find a 

more interesting 

variety of gift 

items than you 

will find at our 

Bazaar. Bring 

your list and find 

the perfect 

choices right 

here from 30 local vendors.  

 

Please donõt park at church - Take the Shuttle!   

Park your car at our neighbor CenterPoint Church at 

2345 N 10th St. (northwest from us) and ride in our 

church van with CONTINUOUS service all day, from 

7:30am to 5:00pm right to our front door. Drop your 

things off and then park at CenterPoint. If you must... 

This article is continued on Page 11  

mailto:westphalkathryn@gmail.com
mailto:nnc.stern@gmail.com
http://peopleschurch.net/engage-with-us/volunteer-opportunities/fine-art-sale-holiday-bazaar/
https://www.facebook.com/events/480400035803875/
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Getting to Know Peopleõs People  
By Ardyce Curl 
 

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she  

continues to participate. 

Chris Semelbauer has 

been attending Peopleõs 

about 13 years. She grew 

up as a Catholic in Battle 

Creek and attended a 

small Catholic school 12 

years. Her father is 

Lutheran, so she says she 

had exposure to that 

denomination as well. 

 

Growing up she says she 

was dedicated and involved in church life but said 

a high school teacher taught her about other 

major world religions. 
 

òThat opened up the realization to me that 

Catholicism was not the only way to be a good 

person or to get to heaven,ó Chris said. 

 

òAfter not attending any church for almost ten 

years, I discovered Peopleõs when looking up non

-denominational churches in the area.ó Chris 

said.  òI wanted our son to grow up in a 

community as I had but without specific dogma 

of the Catholic Church. At that time I wasnõt 

able to really articulate any religious philosophy 

or values, but I felt comfortable at Peopleõs and 

was impressed that a church could be spiritual 

and soulful and also not tell me what or who to 

believe.ó 

 

She added, òWhen we sang John Lennonõs 

òImagineó the second or third time I attended, 

Chris Semelbauer  

that sealed Peopleõs for me. 

 

òI continue to appreciate that at Peopleõs I have 

a community that supports the values I believe 

in and that challenges me to be a better 

person,ó she said. 

 

Chris teaches in the Religious Education 

program. òI have always enjoyed working with 

kids and I learn so much from them,ó she said.  

òWe have amazing, thoughtful kids here.ó 

 

She has also served on the RE Committee, 

WOW Committee written RE curriculum and 

has volunteered for the Holiday Bazaar and 
Capital Campaign. 

 

Chris enjoys reading, supporting the boys in 

their school and band endeavors and being 

crafty when she has time. She has been part of 

an art group, the Multimedia Mavens for 14 

years and enjoys the friendships and art that 

theyõve shared through the years. 

 

 

 

 

(Chris, 45,  is married to Todd Semelbauer. They 

have two sons, Ethan and Kevin.  Chris is currently a 

special education paraprofessional in the Kalamazoo 

Public Schools.)  

If youõd like to be interviewed and featured in this part of News & Views,  

please contact Ardyce Curl at oakwoods@net-link.net 

mailto:oakwoods@net-link.net
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ISAAC Public Meeting  

People's Church has long been an active member of 

ISAAC (Interfaith 

Strategy for Advocacy 

and Action in the 

Community).  At the 

2018 ISAAC Public 

Meeting held October 

25 at Mt Zion Church, 

we exceeded our 

pledge of 40 attendees 

in thanks to our young 

people in attendance, 

like Dorothy Lonberg.  

 
After a parade of 

banners representing the 29 member churches and 

organizations, presentations and action requests by 

each of the three Task-Forces (Anti-Racism, Anti-

Poverty and Affordable Housing) were made to 

public officials and all participants.  In addition, Rev. 

Rachel co-led attendees in an òI Promise To Voteó 

pledge. 

 

The meeting began and ended with inspirational 

music and words from many faith perspectives. 
 

 

November Special Collection:  

ISAAC Endowment  

Our next Special Collection will be November 11 

for the ISAAC endowment.  ISAAC is one of our 

key partners in building the beloved community in 

Kalamazoo County. Peopleõs people are deeply 

involved with ISAAC and support its mission with 

their time, talent, and money. ISAAC is seeking a 

firmer financial footing and is working with the 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation to create an 

endowment that will fund its work for years into 

the future. Please give generously to support this 

good and important effort. 

The October 14th Special Collection netted 

$1575 for Open Doors ministry.  Rev. Rachel 

meets with the Downtown Clergy Group, 

which is holding discussions about ways 

churches can work together to support Open 

Doors efforts. Open Doors leadership is 

exploring the idea of setting up a place where 

people can have a bed/room to sleep safely in.   
 

Center for Transformation  

In the last issue of News and Views we 

reported that the Center for Transformation 

had formed a new partnership with the 

Cooper Street Prison in Jackson. Church 

member and parolee mentor Rick Johnson 

tells us that two men have been interviewed 

through this new connection, with hopes that 

the relationship will continue once they are 

released on parole. 
 

Gift Giving Holiday Party in December  

On Sunday, December 16 from 3-5 p.m., 

Peopleõs Church will host a Holiday Party 

where we will prepare gifts to give to the 

women and children staying at the Domestic 

Assault Shelter of the YWCA.  Weõre asking 

people who canñbig and smallñto purchase 

gifts ($15 or less) that can be given to kids and 

moms as donations.   
 

We will plan to wrap the gifts and 

decorate cookies on the 16th.  

This event will be family-friendly, 

and both children and adults are 

encouraged to come and 

participate.  (Please note: you do 

not have to bring a gift in order to come to 

the party!)  Hot chocolate, cider, and cookies 

will be on-hand for all participants. 
 

Please look for more details in the December 

issue of News & Views. 

   Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update  

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings. The Social Justice Coordinating Committee meets the second 

Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in Room L2. 


