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November 4 “These are Your Dreams” Rev. Rachel and the
Widening Our Welcome Team
Over the past year, the Widening Our Welcome team has been holding
conversations with People’s people about the state of our church and our best
ideas for the future. You had nearly 1,000 opinions and ideas! In this service, we
will be sharing visions of possible futures together and inviting People’s people to
vote on which next step to take first in worship and other programs. Please see
the Widening Our Welcome article on Page 7 for more information.
Reminder: Daylight Savings Time ends today. Please remember to turn your clocks
back 1 hour.
November 11 “The Promise and Practice of Our Faith”
Rev. Rachel and members of the Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression,
and Multiculturalism Committee
What would it be like if our UU worship service centered entirely around the
voices and the experiences of black Unitarian Universalists? What truths might we
hear, however difficult? What might we learn? How might these black UU leaders
teach us to be better allies, better siblings in faith, and even better citizens in our
community? Black Unitarian Universalists have asked our congregations to hold
‘Promise and Practice’ services. Today, we join with the hundreds of
congregations who have accepted that invitation.
November 18 “Remembering Rev. Caroline Bartlett Crane”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Caroline Bartlett Crane was one of the first women to become a
minister and she was the minister of People’s Church from 1889 to
1898. Her impact on our community—both within the church and
beyond—endures in powerful ways, from the name ‘People’s
Church’ to the passage of public health legislation. Let us remember
this powerful part of our history.
November 25 “Did the God of Abraham Fight at the Siege of Troy?"
Rev. Dennis McCarty
We tend to think of Greek myth as charming, even poignant stories, while (even if
we don't like it) we see the Bible as central to America's religious culture. Yet
both canons were developing about the same time—and the Old Testament did
not develop in a vacuum. The interplay between them makes for a breathtaking
tour of Ancient Near Eastern religion and culture.
Read more about Rev. Dennis McCarty on page 2

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Events and Activities

Membership Orientation
Sunday, November 4
12:30-2:30 p.m.

News & Views

Child Dedication
Sunday, November 18

If you are considering becoming a
member of
People's Church,
or just want
more
information
about Unitarian
Universalism,
please join us for
an orientation
being offered
November 4 in Room 19, after the
Sunday service. Representatives of key
committees will be present, and there
will be opportunities to have any
questions you may have answered.
Please sign up on the table in the foyer
to let us know you’re planning to attend,
and whether or not you need childcare.
A light lunch will be provided.

In the Unitarian Universalist tradition, our ritual
for welcoming children and babies into our
community is a child
dedication. In the ritual,
the church community
dedicates itself to
children and babies,
promising to love and
support them as they
grow and learn here. We
share each child’s name
with the community,
dedicate their thoughts, words and deeds to
beauty, truth, and goodness and lead children
and their families around the sanctuary so the
gathered community can see them and offer their
blessings. If your family would like to participate
in this ritual (and you haven’t let Rev. Rachel
know already) or if you have questions—please
contact Rev. Rachel at 269-389-9721 or
minister@peopleschurch.net.

People’s Potluck

Dennis McCarty Book Reading

Sunday, November 11
Please join us after
the service on Sunday,
November 11 for
a potluck lunch in
The Commons. Please
bring a dish to share and plan to stay.

Sunday, November 25, 12:15pm
Rev. Dennis McCarty, now retired from parish
ministry will be reading from
his new book Reflections: On
Time, Culture, and Spirits in
America and answering
questions. Rev. Rachel has
begun reading this book and
recommends it highly. Copies
will be available for purchase.
We will gather in Room 19.
Rev. McCarty serves as Minister Emeritus at the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbus,
Indiana. He was an intern minister at People’s Church
from 2001-2003.
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The Holiday Bazaar is a signature event for our
church—where everyone—members, friends, and
family members—can play a part in making it happen.
We hope for over 700 people to come through our
doors that day. The pasty making is nearing
completion—thanks to many teams of choppers,
assemblers, wrappers and their faithful leader and
dough makers. Now is the time to bake, craft, sign up,
and spread the word. The Bazaar supports our church
budget, our programs and our service to others, and
helps others get to know about us. Here are some of
the many ways you can help.
Request for People’s Specialties
People’s Specialties are the church’s biggest
moneymaker of the Bazaar, and we would like to ask
for as many donations of baked goods, frozen entrees,
frozen soups, frozen casseroles, and crafts as you can
possibly provide. Your contributions will help
tremendously! An important request about your verygenerous donations is that you attach a label on
each item stating if the item is vegetarian, vegan
or gluten-free. Please also include a complete list
of all ingredients of the food on each label.
Donations may be dropped off in the foyer, either the
evening before or the morning of the Bazaar. There is
a freezer in Room 8 where you can drop off any frozen
food items from now until the day of the Bazaar. The
freezers will be on the north side of the lobby on the
day of the event. Please contact Kat Westphal, (231)
327-4123, westphalkathryn@gmail.com or Nancy Stern,
(269) 598-3638, nnc.stern@gmail.com, if you have
questions.
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friends, work colleagues, neighbors, and family.
Personal invitations work best—invite people to join
you for lunch in the café. If you live on a busy street or
corner lot, we have some yard signs to put up Sunday,
November 11th for the week before the Bazaar.
Gather gently used items to bring the week before
the Bazaar for the White Elephant Rooms. Please
search your closets, shelves and cabinets to find and
clean those nice but unneeded household items, unused
gifts, jewelry, holiday décor, toys and games for kids.
No furniture, clothes, mold electronics or large athletic
equipment accepted. Please bring your items to drop off
after church on Sunday, November 11th in the
downstairs lobby if you can. Or, drop-offs will also be
accepted on Monday, Nov. 12th from 5:30-8pm,
Tuesday, Nov. 13th from 10am-2pm, and Wednesday,
Nov. 14th from 5:30-8pm.
Shop local! It’s
hard to find a
more interesting
variety of gift
items than you
will find at our
Bazaar. Bring
your list and find
the perfect
choices right
here from 30 local vendors.

Please don’t park at church - Take the Shuttle!
Park your car at our neighbor CenterPoint Church at
2345 N 10th St. (northwest from us) and ride in our
Help promote the event! Flyers and postcards are
church van with CONTINUOUS service all day, from
available on the Bazaar sign-up table in the foyer. Please 7:30am to 5:00pm right to our front door. Drop your
post at local venues/your workplace and distribute to
things off and then park at CenterPoint. If you must...
people who might enjoy our event. Post the link to our
This article is continued on Page 11
website page and share the Facebook event and with
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News & Views

Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Chris Semelbauer
Chris Semelbauer has
been attending People’s
about 13 years. She grew
up as a Catholic in Battle
Creek and attended a
small Catholic school 12
years. Her father is
Lutheran, so she says she
had exposure to that
denomination as well.
Growing up she says she
was dedicated and involved in church life but said
a high school teacher taught her about other
major world religions.
“That opened up the realization to me that
Catholicism was not the only way to be a good
person or to get to heaven,” Chris said.
“After not attending any church for almost ten
years, I discovered People’s when looking up non
-denominational churches in the area.” Chris
said. “I wanted our son to grow up in a
community as I had but without specific dogma
of the Catholic Church. At that time I wasn’t
able to really articulate any religious philosophy
or values, but I felt comfortable at People’s and
was impressed that a church could be spiritual
and soulful and also not tell me what or who to
believe.”

that sealed People’s for me.
“I continue to appreciate that at People’s I have
a community that supports the values I believe
in and that challenges me to be a better
person,” she said.
Chris teaches in the Religious Education
program. “I have always enjoyed working with
kids and I learn so much from them,” she said.
“We have amazing, thoughtful kids here.”
She has also served on the RE Committee,
WOW Committee written RE curriculum and
has volunteered for the Holiday Bazaar and
Capital Campaign.
Chris enjoys reading, supporting the boys in
their school and band endeavors and being
crafty when she has time. She has been part of
an art group, the Multimedia Mavens for 14
years and enjoys the friendships and art that
they’ve shared through the years.

(Chris, 45, is married to Todd Semelbauer. They
have two sons, Ethan and Kevin. Chris is currently a
special education paraprofessional in the Kalamazoo
Public Schools.)

She added, “When we sang John Lennon’s
“Imagine” the second or third time I attended,
If you’d like to be interviewed and featured in this part of News & Views,
please contact Ardyce Curl at oakwoods@net-link.net
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
ISAAC Public Meeting
People's Church has long been an active member of
ISAAC (Interfaith
Strategy for Advocacy
and Action in the
Community). At the
2018 ISAAC Public
Meeting held October
25 at Mt Zion Church,
we exceeded our
pledge of 40 attendees
in thanks to our young
people in attendance,
like Dorothy Lonberg.
After a parade of
banners representing the 29 member churches and
organizations, presentations and action requests by
each of the three Task-Forces (Anti-Racism, AntiPoverty and Affordable Housing) were made to
public officials and all participants. In addition, Rev.
Rachel co-led attendees in an “I Promise To Vote”
pledge.
The meeting began and ended with inspirational
music and words from many faith perspectives.
November Special Collection:
ISAAC Endowment
Our next Special Collection will be November 11
for the ISAAC endowment. ISAAC is one of our
key partners in building the beloved community in
Kalamazoo County. People’s people are deeply
involved with ISAAC and support its mission with
their time, talent, and money. ISAAC is seeking a
firmer financial footing and is working with the
Kalamazoo Community Foundation to create an
endowment that will fund its work for years into
the future. Please give generously to support this
good and important effort.

The October 14th Special Collection netted
$1575 for Open Doors ministry. Rev. Rachel
meets with the Downtown Clergy Group,
which is holding discussions about ways
churches can work together to support Open
Doors efforts. Open Doors leadership is
exploring the idea of setting up a place where
people can have a bed/room to sleep safely in.
Center for Transformation
In the last issue of News and Views we
reported that the Center for Transformation
had formed a new partnership with the
Cooper Street Prison in Jackson. Church
member and parolee mentor Rick Johnson
tells us that two men have been interviewed
through this new connection, with hopes that
the relationship will continue once they are
released on parole.
Gift Giving Holiday Party in December
On Sunday, December 16 from 3-5 p.m.,
People’s Church will host a Holiday Party
where we will prepare gifts to give to the
women and children staying at the Domestic
Assault Shelter of the YWCA. We’re asking
people who can—big and small—to purchase
gifts ($15 or less) that can be given to kids and
moms as donations.

We will plan to wrap the gifts and
decorate cookies on the 16th.
This event will be family-friendly,
and both children and adults are
encouraged to come and
participate. (Please note: you do
not have to bring a gift in order to come to
the party!) Hot chocolate, cider, and cookies
will be on-hand for all participants.
Please look for more details in the December
issue of News & Views.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings. The Social Justice Coordinating Committee meets the second
Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in Room L2.
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News & Views

Race Matters: Living Our UU Values
My work with the Anti-Racism
Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee is an important way
for me to discover, develop, and
disseminate ideas about our
Unitarian Universalist values
pertaining to the worth and
inherent dignity of all people.
This work takes place at the
intersection of my various
identities; central among these are my whiteness,
maleness, and my profession as a historical
archaeologist trained to uncover the hidden histories
of marginalized people. It began and continues with
discovery. How can I discover these hidden histories
and bring them to light? Moreover, the ways in
which these histories have been erased and silenced
influences how I think about myself and my place in
this world. I have discovered that whiteness,
maleness, and other privileged identities have been
elevated though the institutions we have built and
consequently diminished the importance and social
standing of those who are relegated to the margins.

the latter: we extol the virtues of self-centered
individualism, the accumulation of wealth, and a
capitalist work ethic. Historically, the consequences
have been: intense pressure on “acceptable”
immigrants to give up their traditional practices and
beliefs; punitive justice, often resulting in violence; and
starvation for some in the midst of plenty. In contrast,
Native American cultural values are often more
consistent with those that many UUs try to live out:
an emphasis on unity, relationships, and trust;
decisions by consensus; and efforts to practice
restorative justice to repair harm to the body politic.
While I am not advocating that we appropriate Native
values, their wisdom and my journey towards
understanding the problems with racism both for
people of color and white people assist me in realizing
a better way of being in the world that follows me
wherever I go.

Once these conditions came to my attention
through workshops, readings, and engagement with
other like-minded folk, the journey continued as I
work to develop and deepen my understanding of
these historical conditions that shaped institutions in
harmful ways, including our church, UU religion,
schools, medical systems, banks, and other
organizations that we rely on to live in the world.
The ultimate goal is to change our thinking and our
actions so as to make structural changes that afford
all people greater access and opportunity to essential
resources.

Library Corner

Finally, my charge as a participant on this journey is
to disseminate my new understandings and attitudes
to disrupt the old patterns that perpetuate a system
of white supremacy. I am fortunate to be able to
discuss these inequities as an author and professor in
an effort to reach various audiences with my UU
A-R (anti-racism) message. For example, in lecturing
about Native American cultures the other day, I was
able to highlight some differences in values between
the cultures of many Native American and dominant
whites. Many of us who identify as white know well

In community,
Michael S. Nassaney

“Forrest Church’s Freedom from Fear is as
clear a guide to facing our
inner demons as I have read.
This book delivers on the
book title’s promise big
time…..
Whether you are
experiencing mild anxiety,
paralyzing terror, or
something in between,
Church’s message will speak
to you: It will do more than speak to you; it
will reach out a hand and guide you through
to freedom.”
—Thom Rutledge, author of Embracing Fear
This book will be displayed on top of the library
shelves before being shelved under 241.4 Ch.
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Widening Our Welcome Survey Coming Soon
Over the past year, the Widening Our Welcome
team (Sandy Steele, Cylise Snow, Chris Semelbauer,
Susan Moerdyk, Marj Lightner, Jeanne Leadley,
Connie Ferguson, Greg Feldmeier, Sonja Dean,
Gordon Bolar, Andrew Alm, and Rev. Rachel) have
asked you about your dreams for People’s Church.
The conversation began with a focus on adding a
worship service, but it has since expanded to be
about how we make everything we do more robust
and more in line with our values.
You all shared so many good ideas—and now we
are ready to share some of those with you and ask
you all to help us prioritize our next steps as a
church community by completing a survey. We
invite all who care about the future of People’s
Church to participate and return their survey by
November 18.
Over the next few weeks, there will be a number
of ways to hear about our learning and make your
voice heard:






November 4, ‘These are Your Dreams’
Sunday service, led by Rev. Rachel and the
Widening Our Welcome Team. In this service,
we will share with you all some possibilities for
our future as a church and share the survey.
November 11, 9:30am, Room 19 ‘These are
Your Dreams’ encore presentation. If you
can’t be in the service on 11/4, come to this
gathering to watch a video of the service and
have your questions answered.

TBD, Delving into the Data. Are you
interested in the data collection and sorting that
the team did? Come meet with Andrew and
Susan to learn about how we got from
conversation tables to the survey.

There will also be Widening Our Welcome team
members present at a table in the foyer after the
services on November 4, November 11, and
November 18 to answer your questions and hear
your ideas.

Camera Operator Needed for
Upcoming Sunday Service
The church is in need of
someone with a video
camera who would be
willing to record the
Sunday Service on
November 4th. Please
contact Rev. Rachel Lonberg at
minister@peopleschurch.net if you can
assist us. Thank you.
We will also post video of the service, the raw
data from the conversation tables, and the
survey online. Check upcoming Friday emails for
the link.
We will also be mailing materials to church
people who receive the newsletter by mail who
are not present on the fourth.
If you have questions about any of this, please
ask any Widening Our Welcome team member.

Arms Around Volunteers Needed
Arms Around—People’s Church shared
ministry of congregational care—is in need of
volunteers.
People are needed to help provide
transportation to church, and medical
appointments. People are also
needed to provide food in times
of illness, the arrival of a new
baby, and for memorial services.
Please contact Dana Kubinski, Arms Around
Coordinator at 375-3262 or
dbmchurch@peopleschurch.net if you are
willing to help.
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Adult Religious Education Offering:
The Shared Pulpit: Sermon Seminar for Laypeople
Meets monthly on the second Monday, 6-9pm and second Tuesday, 1-4pm
This class runs through May 2019

Do you have a story or an idea you think would make a great sermon? Do you want to hear other
people’s stories? Do you want to learn how to reflect theologically? This is the class for you.
With Rev. Rachel, participants will explore tools for theological reflection on life experiences, the
craft of writing for oral communication, public speaking, and creating a cohesive service. People
who successfully complete this class will be invited to preach a sermon at a future service—
though that is not required. If you have questions or would like to sign up for the class, please
contact Rev. Rachel at minister@peopleschurch.net.

I Promise to Vote.
One of our Unitarian Universalist
principles includes ‘the use of the
democratic process within our
congregations and in society at
large.’ The ISAAC Core Team is
encouraging us all to live into this
principle by voting on Tuesday,
November 6th.

For information on where to vote
and what will be on your ballot,
go to:
www.vote411.org or
www.LWVKA.org
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Making Connections
There are so many opportunities for religious growth
and learning as well as deepening connections for all
ages at church this fall.
In RE classes our K-7th graders have learned about
Adam and Eve, Noah, and Joseph. While we continue
to explore Bible stories from a UU perspective,
November brings opportunities to learn about the
Exodus, the 10 Commandments, Ruth and Naomi, and
David and Goliath. We hope to have your kids join us
each week to explore these important stories together.

Page 9

Huge THANKS to our Buildings and Grounds
crew for the amazing job they did making over
our playground area and assembling the new
playground equipment!

Our 8-12th graders have opportunities to visit both the
liberal and conservative Jewish temples in Kalamazoo
this month to complement their study of Judaism.
On Nov. 2nd, our 1st-7th graders and their parents are
Elementary OWL and New Book
invited to participate in a church sleepover designed
Recommendation
to connect kids with fun games and activities. After
While we are offering Our Whole Lives Sexuality
these sleepovers, new families often say that their kids
Education Classes for K/1st Grades and 5/6th Grades
feel like People’s is their church home—maybe because
this year, our RE library has a new book perfect for 8they know all the best hiding spots for hide-n-seek.
and 9-year-olds about bodies, crushes, touching and
feelings.
Last month 14 middle schoolers and adults went up to
Mystic Lake YMCA to spend the weekend on retreat The language is very open and
accepting of people of all genders and
with other UUs from around the state in a beautiful
sexualities. With vibrant images,
setting filled with fun and meaningful activities.
corny jokes and forthright dialogue,
the information presented can help
Families have signed up to make pasties together for
open conversations within families.
our church Holiday Bazaar on the weekends—
deepening connections and being helpful all at the same Since we regard parents as children’s
time! And there are always opportunities for youth to primary sexuality educators, we want to assist families
help during the day of the Bazaar, especially in the Café. in assuring our kids are accurately informed and stay as
safe as possible. If you have an 8- or 9-year-old, you
We also have a complement of adult education
may wish to find this in our library or order it for your
classes for religious growth and learning including home.
The Shared Pulpit class offered by Reverend Rachel and
the Mindfulness Meditation classes I lead on the first
Thursday of each month (except Nov. when it is on the
8th).
If you are seeking to make connections at People’s
Church, we hope you are able to take advantage of
some of these opportunities.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education
Director

High School Youth Group - November 4
All 9-12th graders are invited to join in on the fun.
Deepen relationships, play games, and have fun.
Lunch provided in the kitchen after church, then youth
group will meet from 12:45-2:30 in Room L2.

We will meet on Second Sundays,
December through May.
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Mindfulness Meditation Class
Thursday, November 8, 6:30 p.m.
This fall, we continue to offer a meditation class in
Room 9 on the first
Thursdays of the month
(except for November
when we will meet on the
8th instead). Everyone
from beginners to
experienced practitioners
are welcome to participate in this experiential class
to learn more about mindfulness and experience
mindfulness meditation. Contact Diane Melvin with
questions at re@peopleschurch.net or 269-6866031.

TED Talks Viewing and Discussion
Tuesday, November 27, 7:00 p.m.
Join us in Room 19 to view what are typically a
couple of 5-10 minute videos distributed
by TED—a nonpartisan nonprofit
devoted to spreading ideas (of ALL
kinds). Retired WMU Professor, Lyn
Bartley will act as discussion facilitator.

Discussion Group
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
November 3 - "Legalizing Marijuana: Pros &
Cons" presented by Alan Parcells
November 17: NO meeting, since that day is the
Church Holiday Bazaar.
The Discussion Group typically meets on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays of the month, from 10:30 a.m.-12:00
p.m., in Room 6/7. Participants take turns presenting
topics, and bringing 'treats' . If you would like to get
on the email list to receive background readings
distributed in advance contact Pat Nelson at
patnelson@btc-bci.com. Newcomers are always
welcome.

News & Views

Afternoon Book Club
Thursday, November 8, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng
will be reviewed by Nancy
Stern at our next meeting.
Mary Tift will host at her
current temporary
residence, 2708 Ridgeview,
Kalamazoo.
Newcomers are always
welcome.
A flyer with book choices through this
church year is available in the church foyer/
newsletter rack.

Study Group
Monday, November 26 at 7:30 p.m.
The Study Group will be meeting will be
meeting next on Monday, November 26th
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 18. We will be
discussing the memoir Teacher: The One
Who Made the Difference, by Mark
Edmundson. Edmundson, who is now a well
-known professor of English at the
University of Virginia, tells the story of how
a high school philosophy teacher turned his
life around.
The Study Group meets
monthly to discuss a
variety of books, dealing
with religious,
philosophical, historical
and scientific issues of
common interest. Please
come and participate in
our group and help
decide what we will
discuss next! For more information, contact
Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269806-1904.
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Anchoring Yourself
in Times of Stress:
Special Help for the Helpers

An Invitation to the Energy Well
Pond Scum.
That’s what your energy is like when it’s loaded down
with grief, depression, fear and anger. Dip a cup
through that mess and the water isn’t fit to drink.
Now look deep beneath the surface, and there is a
boundless spring of clean, life-giving water. That pure
energy is what we call the energetic True Self, and it is
there, beneath your exhaustion, beneath your
discouragement, beneath your trauma and pain. And
you can learn to tap that well and bring it’s clarity back
into your life.
The World simply “IS.” Sometimes it conforms to
our hopes, sometimes it violates them at such a
fundamental level that we are at risk of losing ourselves
completely. Helpers (moms, nurses, social workers,
social justice warriors, teachers) often become as
depleted as those they struggle to help. Worse, we
leave our jobs loaded down with fear and anger, and
we bring that home to our loved ones.
We feel empty because - energetically - we are.
We feel despair because - energetically - we have lost
connection to our Life Force.
We feel lost because - energetically - we’ve lost our
moorings in a world become strange.
Yet energy is a tangible force around and through our
body, and it’s within our control to change the way it
“is”. We do it all of the time without realizing it.
Come to the Energy Well. Spend an hour on Friday
evenings letting go of your week. Experience/
remember what clear energy feels like, and learn how
to bring that calm strength into your own body
whenever you choose.
People’s Church, 1758 N 10th St, Room 9, Kalamazoo,
MI 49009 6:30-7:30 PM. Free.
Contact: Lynetta Carnes at (415) 336-3548 or
lynettacarnes@hotmail.com with questions or to
register.
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Holiday Bazaar continued from Page 3

park at church, please leave spaces near the front
entrance for customers who will come and go during
the day.
Sign up to work a shift at the Bazaar. Many
people will be needed for various work shifts
(generally, 2-hour shifts) on Saturday the 17th in each
area (People’s Specialties, White Elephant, Café,
Greeters, etc.) Please sign up at the Bazaar table in
the foyer or sign up online. We will need 20-30
people plus a few vacuum cleaners needed from 3 to
5pm to clean everything up and reset the church for
Sunday. Helpers of all ages are welcome!
Plan to eat in the café. The food is splendid!
Morning snacks, a fabulous array of lunch items—
including pasties—and homemade pies and more,
will be available.
Help host our guests. Many people come to our
Bazaar because they like the warm and friendly
people. Please greet everyone and thank our
vendors, too.
Questions? Please check with Chris in the church
office or email Rochelle at habeck@chartermi.net.

Thank you very much!

Cookie Making Party
Saturday, November 10, 12:00-3:00p.m.
We will be holding a cookie
making party in the church kitchen
to bake cookies for the Holiday
Bazaar. All ages are welcome.
Please sign up in the church foyer
or online.

Cranberry Chutney Workshop
We will also be
making cranberry
chutney for the
Holiday Bazaar.
Keep an eye on the
website and the
weekly emails for
more details.

Page 12

Events and Activities

Medicine Wheel

Transgender Day of Remembrance
November 18, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
at People’s Church

Wednesday, November 7,
7:00 p.m.
Native American Ceremony
Free Event
Once a month, around the time of the full moon, we
gather to honor our earth mother with this ancient
tradition. In this sacred space, we begin to remember
that we are all part of a greater whole, and we begin to
understand how our relationship with every other being
on this earth truly matters.
You can participate to your level of comfort or you can
simply observe and enjoy. Either way, you may very
likely discover the serenity and sense of connectedness
you didn't even realize was missing from your life. We
meet in Room 9 on the first Wednesday of each month.
You can use the rear parking lot behind the church and
enter through the back entrance.
For more information, contact Ann at 269-350-1320
(call or text).
Day

Date

Thursday

November 1

Friday
Sunday

Tuesday

News & Views

Join us November 18th as we
remember those lost due to hate and
violence against the transgender
community. Together we will mourn,
honor, and celebrate their authentic
lives.
All are welcome.
Transgender Day of Remembrance occurs annually.
It is a day to memorialize those who have been
killed as a result of hate and violence against the
transgender community. Join us as we bring
attention to the continued violence endured by
transgender individuals, including non-binary,
gender nonconforming, or others on the trans
spectrum.
This event is hosted by OutFront Kalamazoo.
Time

Place

Committee on Ministry
Organ Practice
Bell Choir
Choir Rehearsal

9:00 a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

November 2

Elementary Sleepover

6:00p.m.

Whole Church

November 4

Daylight Saving Time ends
Sunday Service: “These are Your Dreams” Rev.
Rachel and the Widening Our Welcome Team
ARAOMC Committee
Bazaar Cashier Training
Newcomer & Membership Orientation
High School Youth Group

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.
12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.
12:45p.m.

Room L1
Room 12
Room 19
Room L2

Election Day
Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen

November 6

Event

Wednesday

November 7

Membership Committee
Medicine Wheel

5:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

November 8

Hanging of Dave Curl ArtWall Exhibit
Book Club
Bell Choir
Mindfulness Meditation
Choir Rehearsal

9:30a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
2708 Ridgeview, Kalamazoo
Room 12
Room 9
The Commons

Friday

November 9

Energy Well Workshop

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Saturday

November 10

Social Justice Coordinating Committee
Cookie Making Party

10:30a.m.
12:00-3:00p.m.

Room L2
Kitchen
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Calendar
Event
Veterans Day
Special Collection for ISAAC
"These Are Your Dreams" Encore Presentation
Bazaar Greeter Training
Bazaar Cashier Training
Sunday Service: “The Promise and Practice of Our
Faith” Rev. Rachel and the ARAOMC Committee
Receiving of White Elephant Items
People’s Potluck
5/6th grade OWL Parent Meeting

Time

Place

9:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
10:15a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
Room 18
Room 12
The Commons

12:00-2:00p.m.
12:15p.m.
12:45p.m.

Rooms L1 & L2
The Commons
Room 19

Monday

November 12

The Shared Pulpit: Sermon Seminar
Chalice Circle

6:00-9:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 18

Tuesday

November 13

Building & Grounds Work Group
The Shared Pulpit: Sermon Seminar

10:00a.m.
1:00-4:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Wednesday

November 14

Religious Education Committee
Stewardship Committee

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 8
Room L1

Thursday

November 15

Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 16

Specialties Drop-off / Artist & Vendor Setup

4:00-7:00p.m.

Whole Church

Saturday

November 17

Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar

9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

Whole Church

Sunday

November 18

Child Dedication
Sunday Service: “Remembering Rev. Caroline
Bartlett Crane” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Board Meeting
5/6th grade OWL Parent/Child Orientation
Transgender Day of Remembrance

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:30p.m.
12:30-2:30p.m.
4:00-6:00p.m.

Room L1
Rooms 9 & 19
The Commons

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
5:30p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1
One Well Brewing

Tuesday

November 20

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
People’s Happy Hour Gathering

Thursday

November 22

Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED

Friday

November 23

Energy Well Workshop

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Sunday

November 25

Sunday Service: “Did the God of Abraham Fight at
the Siege of Troy?” Rev. Dennis McCarty
Dennis McCarty Book Reading

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m..

Room 19

Monday

November 26

Newsletter Deadline
Study Group

12:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Room 18

Tuesday

November 27

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee
TED Talks Discussion

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1
Room 19

Thursday

November 29

Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 30

Newsletter Mailing
Energy Well Workshop

9:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 8
Room 9

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

