News
&
Views

People’s Church
A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association
Volume 79, Issue 12

August 2018

Summer Services—10:45 a.m.
1758 North Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Phone: 269-375-3262
Fax: 269-375-3270
office@peopleschurch.net
Church Office Hours:
M-Th 10am-4pm

Inside this issue:

From the Minister

2

Social Justice
Update

3

Nature Hike

3

The theme for the summer services is "Overcoming Challenges". This is a broad
theme that will be interpreted in a wide variety of
ways by our summer speakers. These challenges
could include how individuals today overcome
challenges, but could also include how individuals in
our lives, or the past or in history and fiction have
overcome challenges, and how our society might
overcome challenges. Summer services will take
place at 10:45 a.m. in The Commons (unless the
temperature is too warm, in which case we will meet in Room 19).
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26
September 2

Speaker:
Speaker:
Speaker:
Speaker:
Speaker:

Cylis Snow
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Paul LaDuca
Allen Webb
Cybelle Shattuck

Crafting a Worship Mission
Saturday, August 25, 1-6 p.m.

Getting to Know
People’s People

4

Why do we worship together? What do we aim to experience and give each
other? How can worship advance our commitment to build and live into the
Beloved Community?

Kinship Groups

5

Silent Art Auction

6

Library Corner

6
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traditional liberal Protestant worship format. The
purpose of this workshop is to give members of
People’s Church the opportunity to imagine and
explore new possibilities for worship together.
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forward with new worship possibilities in the near future.
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Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
I write this on the first morning
of study leave, three weeks of
intentional planning, studying,
and reading. It’s not vacation,
but a slower pace of work, with
sustained attention on planning,
which is often set aside in the
day-to-day work of the church.
Here are some of the things I hope to accomplish:
 Prepare a basic outline of what will be happening in

Sundays services from September through June. I will
likely have topics selected through December and
know who is leading worship for the whole year. This
year, I am not planning an overarching theme for our
services; I hope instead that our Sunday mornings will
be more responsive to the messages our hearts—and
our world—might call us to focus on.

 Select and prepare my adult religious education

offerings will be for the coming church year.
I’m considering teaching a sermon seminar or
revisiting Fred Campbell’s The Four Faiths, which a
number of longer-term members have told me was
meaningful when Fred offered it in the
mid-1990s.
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 Read. I have an ambitious pile of books,

including texts on paganism, strategy for social
change, church history, and theology. I will also
be reading a lot of poems and adding the ones
that might work in worship to my files for
future use.
 I’ll be supporting the children’s RE program, by

preparing a few paragraphs summarizing
current scholarship about the biblical stories
that our children will be learning this year.
These notes will be included in the curriculum
our teachers use and will help them better
understand the historical context of the stories
they are teaching.
 Spiritual practice. In the rush between meetings

that is so much of my work life, I don’t always
take as much time as a need to center myself.
Study leave allows me that time.

Every year, I set an ambitious agenda for myself—
and only accomplish a fraction of it. I expect that
will be the case again this year. There are always
too many worthy books and too many worthy
projects.
May your August give you a chance to focus your
attention on what matters most in your life,
See you in church,
Rev. Rachel

Biographies of Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout and Julica Hermann
Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout is Director of Worship and Music for First Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Ann Arbor, where he has served since 2007. Since his appointment as worship
director, Dr. Rideout has led Ann Arbor’s transition into a completely team-based worship
planning model. He is an active worship and music consultant, coach, and artist for UU
congregations throughout the denomination. His worship writing has been featured by the
Church of the Larger Fellowship, UU’s WorshipWeb, and the UU Association's General
Assembly.
Julica Hermann de la Fuente is a UU Lay Community Minister living in Lansing, MI. She serves UU
congregations and leaders across the country as an anti-racism coach and trainer. She also serves
as a Program Leader for the UU College of Social Justice, a retreat leader for the Beloved
Conversations program and as the racism audit coordinator for the Commission on Institutional
Change. Julica is passionate about creating joyful and rigorous spaces for growth and exploration
to enhance our anti-racism capacity as Unitarian Universalists.
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News and Notices

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
ISAAC News
Core Team to Meet with Executive Director
People’s ISAAC Core Team will be meeting with
ISAAC’s Executive Director, Dr. Charlae Davis on
Monday, August 27 at 6:30 p.m. in Room L1.
Anyone who would like to learn more about ISAAC
and our People’s Church core team are welcome to
come and meet with Dr. Charlae, Rev. Rachel and
our team.
Save The Date: ISAAC Public Meeting,
Thursday evening, October 25th

SJCC Monthly Meetings
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee has
changed the time and place of its monthly
meeting to the 2nd Saturday of the month,
from 10:30am to noon, in Room L1. The
committee will not meet in August, but
will begin the new schedule starting on
September 8. Anyone interested in Social
Justice is welcome to attend these meetings.
Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
meets the second Saturday of each month at
10:30 a.m. in Room L1.

Palmer Memorial Nature Sanctuary Hike
Saturday, August 19, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
The Green Sanctuary Committee, along
with the Michigan Nature Association, is
sponsoring a hike through parts of the
Palmer Sanctuary on Sunday, August 19.
The hike will be led by a Michigan Nature
Association naturalist, and is sure to be a
great time. Following a bring-your-own
sack lunch after the Sunday service, we will
carpool to the sanctuary near Schoolcraft.
The hike will be from 1-3pm.
This nature sanctuary was the property of
Edwin (former minister of People's Church)
and Margarita Palmer. It includes woods and
a prairie fen. Fens are fascinating wetlands that provide homes to rare
plant and animal species.
Our hike will begin with a walk down a slope, through mature trees, and
into the fen. Most of the hike is on level land, but there are
no trails. To fully enjoy and appreciate this experience,
please bring the following: sunscreen, insect repellant, long
pants, hat, water, sunglasses, and waterproof boots (kneehigh work best). You can expect to get muddy!
Contact Sue Salvat at ssalvat1379@gmail.com for more
information or to sign up. We hope to see you on the 19th!

Saving White
Elephant Items for
Bazaar
Our annual Fine Art Sale &
Holiday Bazaar will take place
on November 17 this year.
Please save items you may no
longer need for our White
Elephant sale. If
you can brave
the wilds of
your closets and
basement
shelves, please
rescue those very nice items
(no clothing, furniture, or ski
equipment), clean them up, set
them aside, and we will try to
find them new homes in the
fall. Housewares, decorative
items, and kids’ toys have been
especially popular.
Every little bit helps. Thanks
for saving your items and
helping to make this 2018
fundraiser a success!
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News & Views

Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Kelly Henderson
When Kelly
Henderson and her
husband Scot were
looking for a scouting
experience for their
son Jeremy they met
several People’s
people, including Diane
Melvin, who shared
information about
their church
experiences at
People’s. That was in 2005.
Kelly and her family were in search of
community. She said her father was part of a big
Irish Catholic family, but she was not committed.
“I attended Catholic services only for events like
weddings and confirmations,” she said.
Kelly said she occasionally visited local Christian
churches with her Mom or friends, but never felt
like a ‘believer’ or that she fit with a specific set
of beliefs.
At People’s, Kelly says she has had the
opportunity to explore and experience
traditions and insights from around the globe.
“In all the thirteen years it’s still about
community,” Kelly said. “It’s a place to draw and
give support to people I may not have otherwise
encountered or connected with. It’s where my
children have made their deepest friendships.”
Kelly considers herself agnostic. She said she has
had no one source of religious wisdom but said
many sources can serve as teachings for who and

how she wants to be in the world.
She finds the inherent worth and dignity of
every person to resonate with her.
“That principle connects my church, my work
and my family,“ she said.
Kelly has volunteered on the RE Committee, the
DRE Sabbatical Committee, and the Women’s
Retreat Committee. She has been a Coming of
Age mentor and an OWL Sexuality facilitator.
Recently she was a speaker during a summer lay
service.
Kelly said, “I’ve been active in the RE program as
my children have continued to be involved. Now
with my recent change in work responsibilities
I’m pulling back a bit for some self-care.”

(Kelly, 41, has worked at Ministry with Community
for the past decade and accepted the Executive
Director role in January 2018. She lives in
Parchment with her husband Scot and their children
Nikolaus and Rachel. Kelly’s oldest child, Jeremy,
attended EMU and recently relocated to Houston,
TX.)

If you’d be willing to be interviewed and
featured in this part of News & Views,
please contact Ardyce Curl at
oakwoods@net-link.net

Volume 79, Issue 12

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Page 5

Wonder, Kindness, Empathy and Compassion
Sundays thru September 2, 10:45 – Noon
Our summer religious education program is using various storybooks to help children learn about
kindness and empathy for themselves and each other. The titles include We’re All Wonders, Have You
Filled a Bucket Today? and I’m Gonna Like Me.
Through fun games, crafts, songs, and outside
activities, we are building community and
deepening relationships with one another, as well
as exploring the impact our words and actions
have in the world.
While the activities may appeal most to elementary
-aged kids, we often have tweens and teens join
us. Led by Mary Kate Webster and Cary Betz
Williams, much fun is had by all in these meaningful
sessions.
The nursery is open for babies through preschoolers. Summer RE activities are
held during the service time; please bring children to Room 9 before the service
begins.

Kinship Group Kickoff Event
August 5, 2018, 5:30 p.m.
What is a Kinship Group?
A Kinship Group, in this case, involves developing an extended
family. An extended family, in this case, means a group that
extends beyond the nuclear family. A nuclear family forms the Core
of the extended family group. Kinship groups share cultural
similarities. They grow a network of social relationships connecting
people in a web of support.
It is our goal to grow small Kinship Groups at People’s Church to
assist in nurturing our population. These will not be Covenant
Groups or Chalice Circles. These groups are to be social and not
falling into the definition of small group ministry.
Please join us.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: Paulette Moerdyk-Catlin
pmoerdyk@hotmail.com
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ArtWall Exhibit:
Legacy Paintings by Marcia Wood
There is currently a silent auction of Marcia Wood’s
paintings happening at People’s Church, with proceeds
going to benefit the Marcia J. Wood Scholarship Fund
at Kalamazoo College. Place your bids on the bid
sheets at church or contact Dave Curl at
oakwoods@net-link.net, for more information.
As a prolific artist, teacher, and mentor, Marcia Wood
and her work have had a
major impact on Kalamazoo
and beyond. Wood began
creating art at a young age
learning watercolor from her
grandmother and taking
classes at the Kalamazoo
Institute of Arts (then the
Kalamazoo Art Center) in junior high. She went to
earn her Bachelor of Arts degree from Kalamazoo
College in 1955 and her Master of Fine Arts from the
Cranbrook Academy of Art in 1957. She pursued
further study both at Harvard and at the Courtauld
Institute in London, and taught at Kalamazoo College
from 1965-1997. Wood had a successful painting
career for more than a decade, exhibiting in many
group and solo exhibitions in Michigan and throughout
the Midwest. However, in the early 1970s her artistic
work made a dramatic shift to sculpture. Marcia
Wood created sixteen large-scale commissions that
can be seen throughout the Midwest and many more
maquettes and small sculptures that are housed in
private and institutional collections.

News & Views

The Library Corner
In Between; Memoir of an Integration Baby, by
Mark Morrison-Reed
Frank personal account
of growing up black
during the era of the
civil rights movement.
The author wrestles
with racism, the death of
Martin Luther King,
black radicalism, his
interracial family, and his
experience as one of the
first black Unitarian
Universalist ministers.
In Between: Memoir of
an Integration Baby gives voice to the unspoken
story of those Afro-Americans who were among
the first to bring racial diversity to their
neighborhood, school, church or workplace, to
the increasing number of partners in interracial
relationships and to those blessed with and yet
struggling to raise multiracial children in a
polarized world.
Now on display; later on shelves under 289.1 Mo

Afternoon Book Club
Our planning meeting for the upcoming church year is August 9, 1:30 - 3:30, at Martha Beverly's
home.
If you'd like to review a book this year, bring your suggestions (preferably, at least two that you'd be
happy to review, to give others a chance to express a preference). Or, come just to share your
preferences. This group leans toward quality fiction. Martha always has some especially yummy
treats, too.
Newcomers are always welcome. If you have questions, contact Marj Lightner (269) 353-1311 or Pat
Nelson (patnelson@btc-bci.com).
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Why Jewish and Christian Heritage?
This year all the children and youth from kindergarten
through high school will be exploring the Jewish and
Christian scriptures from a Unitarian Universalist
perspective in our religious education classes.
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Bibles and Globes Needed
We need a couple of globes to place in
classrooms and would love some bibles for
students to use in RE this year. If you have
some to donate or loan, please let Diane know
at 375-3262 or re@peopleschurch.net.

What this means is that rather than examining the bible
as a literal truth, we recognize that the bible contains
the stories of a people from a specific geographical
region and historical time frame. All peoples all around
the world told stories of their deities in an effort to
make sense of the world and pass down the values and
morals of the culture. As with many indigenous tribes,
much of the bible began as oral stories for generations
before they were recorded in writing and of course it
was translated repeatedly in many languages.

favors by sending them out into this world with out a
basic introduction of and background in some biblical
Jewish and Christian teachings.

Rather than affirming that the bible is the literal word of
God, we recognize that humans have interpreted and
reinterpreted these stories and texts to make sense of
the world. Many church and world leaders have
interpreted the scriptures to support political and power
dynamics throughout history.

Our 8-9th graders will be mixing some lessons in
biblical interpretation with overviews of both Judaism
and Christianity as well as a study of the variations found
in many of the denominations. This age group will enjoy
some guest speakers from a some of these traditions.

The bible is held up as the standard of right and wrong
in our society. Throughout time it has been used as
justification to condone slavery and war. Today it is used
to justify sexism, withhold GLTBQ rights and support
the building of walls. Yet Jesus’ teachings were radical
instructions to love and care for one another.
The religious right regularly quotes and misquotes the
bible to further their agenda. If religious liberals do not
have basic biblical literacy and knowledge then we
cannot counter their claims with our own perspectives
and interpretations. The bible carries too much weight
in Western society for us to disregard it. With more
familiarity, there are many uplifting and inspiring stories
and passages that we as UUs can learn from and
appreciate.
I have spend much time this summer working with
teams to prepare the K-7 and 8-12th grade curriculum.
As a result, I have had many of my own biases and
previously held understandings examined and challenged.
This curriculum pillar is often one of the least favorite by
UU parents because many of us come with our own set
of wounds and biases, but we aren’t doing our kids any

The K-7th graders will be exploring popular bible
stories and figures as well as learn about how each of us
can be more kind, courageous & compassionate people.

The 10-12th graders will also have the opportunity to
participate in monthly field trips to some Jewish and
Christian houses of worship to meet folks who follow
these paths and discover the depth and breadth of the
variety of practices found in Judaism and Christianity.
My hope is that over the coming church year our
children and youth will become more familiar with
Judaism and Christianity and have some basic biblical
literacy. At the same time I hope to inspire in them a
strong sense of justice and the courage to speak and act
out for those who are oppressed.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

RE Teacher Orientation
Saturday Sept. 8, 1:00-4:30 PM
Thank you to everyone who agreed to teach RE next
year; please save the date in your calendar to attend
the teacher training!
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Events and Activities

A/V Upgrade in The Commons
Generous donors have come
forward to fund a re-build of the
audio-visual system in The
Commons. If you would like to join
in funding this important upgrade,
please contact Rev. Rachel.

Study Group
The Study Group will be meeting next on
Monday, September 17 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 18.
We will be discussing the classic
book The Varieties of Religious
Experience, written in 1902 by
the American pragmatist
philosopher William James. The
Study Group meets monthly to
discuss a variety of books, dealing
with religious, philosophical,
historical and scientific issues of
common interest. Please come
and participate in our group, and help decide
what we will discuss next! For more information,
contact Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269806-1904.

Happy Hour Gathering
Tuesday, August 14, 5:30 p.m.
We will continue to have a family-friendly
gathering on the second-Tuesday of the month at
One Well Brewing from 5:30-8:30pm throughout
the summer. Drop in when you can for friendly
conversation, food and drinks, and
an opportunity to play one of the
dozens of board games they have
available. In addition to their
impressive collection of board
games, they have an area
specifically set up for preschoolers
and little kids to play. We'll try to
sit at the tables closest to the kids' area.
4213 Portage St in Kalamazoo

News & Views

Mindfulness Meditation Class
Thursday, August 16
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 9

Everyone from beginners
to experienced
practitioners are welcome
to participate in this
experiential class to learn
more about mindfulness
and experience mindfulness meditation. For
questions, contact Diane Melvin at 269-686-6031.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation
& Study Group
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Room 9

A new class began July 10th and will
continue on Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30pm
for 8 weeks exploring the 'Ganden Lha
Gyema'. This teaching is one of the
foundations of practice in the Geluk
tradition of Tibetan Buddhism and involves
a set of visualizations and meditations geared toward
creating the causes to positively affect our lives and to
deepen our connection with the teachings and founder
of the lineage, the great 15th century master Jamgon
Lama Tsong Khapa.
This is one of the first daily practices that Kyabje Gelek
Rimpoche introduced in the west and has provided a
basis of spiritual development for the vast majority of
his students. It is a technique offered by all the Geluk
teachers, including His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama.
The class is FREE and no prior experience is necessary.
Donations are graciously accepted and are used solely
for the purpose of continuing to offer further classes
and events.
No registration is necessary but please feel free to call
Gregory Supa Corner at 734-368-870 or Christy Burns
at 269-944-1575, if you have any questions or would
like to express your interest in attending.
Sponsored by Jewel Heart
www.jewelheart.org
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Calendar

Day

Date

Event

Time

Place

Monday

July 30-Aug. 3

Church Closed for Floor Cleaning

Sunday

August 5

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Cylis Snow
Religious Education Committee Retreat
Kinship Group Kickoff & Potluck

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

3:00p.m.
5:30p.m.

Diane Melvin’s Home
Paulette Moerdyk-Catlin’s
Home

Whole Church

Tuesday

August 7

Oshtemo Township Voting
Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

All day
10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room L1, L2
Meet at church
Kitchen
Room 9

Wednesday

August 8

Medicine Wheel
Stewardship Committee

7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 9
Room L1

Thursday

August 9

Organ Practice
Book Club

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

The Commons
Martha Beverly’s Home

Sunday

August 12

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

Monday

August 13

Archives Committee

10:00a.m.

Room 13

Tuesday

August 14

Building & Grounds Work Group
People’s Happy Hour
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
5:30-8:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
One Well Brewing
Room 9

Wednesday

August 15

Staff Potluck

6:00p.m.

Diane Melvin’s Home

Thursday

August 16

Organ Practice
Mindfulness Meditation Class

10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

The Commons
Room 9

Sunday

August 19

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Paul LaDuca
Sunday Services Committee
Palmer Memorial Nature Sanctuary Hike

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

12:00p.m.
1:00-3:00p.m.

Room L1
10720 Paw Paw Lake Dr.
Schoolcraft MI

Tuesday

August 21

Building & Grounds Work Group
Finance Committee
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
6:45p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

August 23

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Saturday

August 25

“Crafting a Worship Mission” a workshop with
Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout & Julica Hermann

1:00-6:00p.m.

Room 19

Sunday

August 26

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Allen Webb

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

Monday

August 27

Newsletter Deadline
ISAAC Core Team

12:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Room L1

Tuesday

August 28

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

August 30

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Friday

August 31

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

