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The theme for the summer services is
"Overcoming Challenges". This is a broad theme
that will be interpreted in a wide variety of ways
by our summer speakers. These challenges could
include how individuals today overcome
challenges, but could also include how individuals
in our lives, or the past or in history and fiction
have overcome challenges, and how our society
might overcome challenges. Summer services will
take place at 10:45 a.m. in The Commons (unless the temperature is too warm, in
which case we will meet in Room 19).
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Speaker:
Speaker:
Speaker:
Speaker:
Speaker:

Laura MacLellan
Nicky Leigh
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Mike Pritchard
Darryl Loiacano

Summer Religious Education
Our summer RE programming, led by Mary Kate Webster and Cary Betz Williams,
is off to a great start. We are using various storybooks to help children learn about
kindness and empathy for themselves and each other. The titles include We’re All
Wonders, Have You Filled a Bucket Today? and I’m Gonna Like Me. Through
games, crafts, songs, and outside activities, we will
build community together, deepen relationships
with one another, and examine the impact our
words and actions have in the world.
Summer RE provides exciting opportunities for
children to make new friends. While the activities
may appeal most to elementary-aged kids, we
often have tweens and teens join us. The nursery
is open for babies to preschoolers. Grandchildren
are always welcome. Summer RE activities are
held during the service time; please bring children
to Room 9 before the service begins.
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear People’s people,
As I write this, I’ve been back
at work for nearly a month after
my parental leave. It’s been a
good month—catching up with
many of you, attending the
youth service, leading the flower
service and the first summer
service, and generally getting
back into work routines. I am so grateful for the paid
parental leave that you all granted me. Having time to be
home, care for baby Dorothy, let my body heal after
giving birth, and help my family adjust to a new member.
Paid parental leave is rare and precious in our country
(about 14% of workers in this country have access to it).
Thank you for all the ways you live your commitment to
children, families, and justice within our church walls and
beyond them.
As I look ahead to balancing ministry and parenting two
children (especially two children in childcare), I have
decided to switch my day off to Fridays. This will begin
the week of July 8. Having my days off on Fridays will give
me more flexibility during the (hopefully rare) weeks
when my children or I get sick or other things upset my
usual schedule. When needed, I can take a day off earlier
in the week to attend to a sick child and then work on
Fridays. This means that I will be working on Mondays,
which has been my day off previously. Regardless of the
day, if an emergency arises, please call me on my work
cell phone: 269-389-9721.
July is usually a slower paced month for me at work, a
month for planning for the coming program year. I’ll be
sketching out the Sunday services calendar and making
plans for adult religious education and other programs.
The board is having their retreat in mid-July. They will
likely be setting goals for the year and I will begin figuring
out how we can achieve them. If you have ideas to share
with me—a topic or piece of music for a Sunday service,
a class or program idea you have, or anything else—
please reach out to me so we can brainstorm together.
Summer is also a good time to meet up to share a coffee
or a walk and talk. Perhaps you’re in need of emotional
or spiritual support or are sorting through a moral
dilemma or would simply like us to know one another
better. If you would like to have a conversation longer
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than what is possible on Sunday mornings, please
reach out and we can set a time.
I hope you all have some spaciousness in your
summer for reflection, contemplation, and planning.
See you in church,
Rev. Rachel

Making Jams, Salsas,
and Canned Items for Bazaar
Our most profitable “department” at
November’s Holiday Bazaar is called People's
Specialties. It takes place in the foyer and
features your handmade jams, salsas, breads,
frozen entrees, cookies, candies, and small hand
-crafted items (knitted items, small quilted
items, etc.). While fresh produce is plentiful,
now is a great time to start canning jams or
salsas, or freezing items for the fall.

Another way you can help with the Bazaar is by
saving items you may no longer need for our
White Elephant sale. If you can brave the wilds
of your closets and basement shelves, please
rescue those very nice items (no clothing,
furniture, or ski equipment), clean them up, set
them aside, and we will try to find them new
homes in our White Elephant Sale in the fall.
Housewares, decorative items, and kids’ toys
have been especially popular.
Every little bit helps, and getting a head start on
these contributions can make a huge difference!
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How Do You Become a Member
of People’s Church?
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Green Spot
Help the Homeless While Recycling!

People’s Church Constitution defines a member
as anyone at least 16 years old who has signed
our Bond of Union, a document that goes far
back in our history, stating for instance, that we
'hope to help each other in all good things'.
You can get a copy of this from the Sunday
desk volunteer; or from our Church
Administrator (office@peopleschurch.net).
Attending an orientation to obtain more
information about the church and UnitarianUniversalism prior to
taking this step is
recommended. These
meetings, usually with
the minister, the
Religious Education
Director and
representatives of key
committees including
Stewardship, are
generally offered three times per year: fall,
winter and spring. We also hold "Recognition
Sundays" each of these seasons where new
members are formally welcomed and
introduced to the congregation.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on West Lovell
Street in Kalamazoo has a very interesting social
justice program called “Partners in Housing
Transition.” It provides basic home furnishings
for formerly homeless families after they have
secured access to housing. They work with 11
partner agencies who provide referrals of
families with children to the program. These
partner agencies also provide case workers who
assist the families during their transition. In
addition, the program uses Kalamazoo
Probation Enhancement Program (KPEP)
enrollees to deliver the furniture, thus providing
employment and a chance for these individuals
to do a good deed.

There are only a few activities in the church
which require membership (e.g., Board of
Trustees and a couple of committees), so feel
free to explore the church as long as it may
take for you to decide to take this step. People
do find that once they make the commitment,
they are more likely to gain a sense of
ownership and belonging in this democratic
project.

In 2017, the program provided furniture
assistance to 174 families with 464 children!
They are usually in need of beds, dressers, dining
tables and chairs, pots and pans, sheets, and
towels. This wonderful program has been
helping formerly homeless families achieve selfsufficiency since 1991. Learn more at their
website http://stlukeskalamazoo.org/partners-intransition/

If/when, you may decide to 'sign up', approach
any member of the Membership/Connections
Committee (green nametags), or the Church
Administrator.

Church members and friends donate the
furniture, which includes other household goods
such as pots and pans,
blankets and linens, and
kitchen utensils. Grants
and cash donations are
used to supplement
donated household
goods.

If you have useful household items to donate,
contact Executive Director Lucinda Stinson at
269-385-2466 or
partners@stlukeskalamazoo.org
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Getting to Know People’s People By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Jana Watson
Jana Watson and Ben
Jones began attending
People’s in 2011.

feel at home,” Jana said. “I remember Jeffrey Klan
and Dick Fowler going out of their way to talk to
me and make me feel welcome.

Jana grew up in St.
Peters, Missouri, a
suburb of St. Louis,
and moved to
Kalamazoo when she
was 14.

“I’ve found people whose support, encouragement
and shared values have been a source of strength
and inspiration to me. Besides the community and
inspiration I find on Sundays I love what the kids
have learned here. I think the Coming of Age and
OWL programs are invaluable in the growth and
education of our youth. I’ve loved co-facilitating
COA and I can’t wait to teach it again.”

She said, “My mother
was United Methodist, but we rarely attended
church. I attended a Baptist Church with my
friend in 8th grade, but I became disillusioned with
Christianity when I realized I didn’t agree with the
church’s views on sin, hell and homosexuality.”
Ben had attended People’s church when he was in
high school.
“Being agnostic Ben and I had no intention of ever
attending a church,” Jana said, “but when the
children were small we were concerned about the
information and values they were picking up on
their own outside of home. We realized they
needed a place to ask questions without being told
what to believe, and a community that would help
reinforce our values of compassion and openmindedness.

Jana said a sense of authenticity, open-mindedness
and a place where young people are valued and
can feel heard is important to her. She has found
that here at People’s.
Jana said nature, music and art are sources of
religious wisdom for her and that often Sunday
sermons seem perfectly timed to address issues
relevant to her life at the moment.
Jana has served on the RE Committee three years,
taught middle school RE and the Coming of Age
program and volunteered in the nursery. She will
be teaching 8th and 9th grade next year and is
helping to work on next year’s curriculum as well
as the revision of the future Coming of Age
curriculum.

“When I asked Ben if he had any ideas he told me
about People’s.

Ben has been an RE teacher and a member of the
Board.

“We came primarily for the kids’ sake,” Jana said,
“and I tried my best to keep to myself as I was
wary of trusting another church community. I was
skeptical whether People’s was really a safe place
to open up.

Asked what she would like to see happening at
People’s, Jana said “I would love to see People’s be
more active with social justice work in the
community.”

“After a year or so of hugs from Diane and
genuinely kind people approaching me, I began to

(Jana, 39, is married to Ben Jones. She has two stepchildren: Eleanor, 14, and Foster, 13.) Ben, 39. runs
the website for Lee’s Adventure Sports.)
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Talking Pots WANTS YOU!
We are in need of more volunteers to help
cook next Tuesday, July 3rd at 3:00 p.m.
Talking Pots is a group of folks that enjoy
collaborative cooking with the added bonus of
preparing a meal for The Open Door Shelter in
Kalamazoo. We meet on the
first Tuesday of each month,
in the People’s Kitchen to
chop, mix and stir ingredients
for a delicious dinner.
New members and friends are
always welcome.
No expertise is required. No shopping for items
is necessary. No long term commitment is
expected. If you are willing to join us, please call
Molly Fairbanks at 269-353-2057.

Race Matters
By Cary Betz-Williams
This month has been one of
zero compassion on the part of
the administration. Children
taken from their parents. Little
ones put in “tender age”
facilities. Older kids housed in
a repurposed Wal-Mart as if
they were nothing more than
merchandise. The constant call from those who
follow Trump: “They came here illegally.”
The sad thing is this is nothing new when it comes to
Black and Brown children in American history. One
of the facts that Disney missed was that Pocahontas
was kidnapped by the English to force her father,
Chief Powhatan to the bargaining table. Children
were often stolen out of Africa and endured the
Middle Passage to America. Families were split up
during slavery, both on plantations and on the
auction block. Native American children were taken
from their parents and sent to inhumane schools
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where they were forced to abandon their own
culture and become “civilized”. According to a
Department of Justice report published in
2017, African American youth are 5 times
more likely as white youth to be detained or
incarcerated.
How do we move past a history and a culture
that makes it all right to demonize the other
and mistreat their children? One way is to
look at how whites have been enculturated,
what messages we have been taught. One
way of thinking that pervades this
conversation is a pattern of either/or thinking.
You can see it in the whole “legal or illegal”
discussion when it comes to immigrants. If
people are undocumented—“illegal” then
there seems to be a sudden shift in thinking.
They become “criminals” and “dangerous”,
not people who need shelter and care. Either/
or thinking does not allow for thought—our
culture has trained us to make snap decisions
and then to harden those decisions into bias
without being aware of it.
Another aspect of white American
enculturation is that there is not ever enough
to go around. There isn’t enough money, or
time or power to share. These things are to
be hoarded and any challenge to the status
quo is to be fought. This makes newcomers
suspect. It makes internal or external change
frightening. It becomes easier to not “rock the
boat.”
But rocking that boat is one of those things
we need to do, I think. To take a while and
consider what beliefs we have sucked in from
a culture that was set up so that some would
benefit and the rest would keep those benefits
going without getting a lot of good stuff
themselves. Anytime we see a huge injustice
happening might be a good time to have those
thoughts, to see what we might need to
change in ourselves so we can do the most
good in the world.
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ArtWall Exhibit:
Legacy Paintings by Marcia Wood
There is currently a silent auction of Marcia Wood’s
paintings happening at People’s Church, with proceeds
going to benefit the Marcia J. Wood Scholarship Fund
at Kalamazoo College. Place your bids on the bid
sheets at church or contact Dave Curl at
oakwoods@net-link.net, for more information.
As a prolific artist, teacher, and mentor, Marcia Wood
and her work have had a major impact on Kalamazoo
and beyond. Wood began creating art at a young age
learning watercolor
from her grandmother
and taking classes at
the Kalamazoo Institute
of Arts (then the
Kalamazoo Art Center)
in junior high. She went
to earn her Bachelor of
Arts degree from
Kalamazoo College in
1955 and her Master of
Fine Arts from the Cranbrook Academy of Art in
1957. She pursued further study both at Harvard and
at the Courtauld Institute in London, and taught at
Kalamazoo College from 1965-1997. Wood had a
successful painting career for more than a decade,
exhibiting in many group and solo exhibitions in
Michigan and throughout the Midwest. However, in
the early 1970s her artistic work made a dramatic
shift to sculpture. Marcia Wood created sixteen large
-scale commissions that can be seen throughout the
Midwest and many more maquettes and small
sculptures that are housed in private and institutional
collections.
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The Library Corner
In Our Own Best
Interest; How Defending
Human Rights Benefits
Us All, by William F.
Schultz
Sierra Leone, Kosovo,
East Timor, the Bronx.
The nightly news brings
vivid images into our
homes of the
mistreatment of people
all over the world. In the
secure comfort of our living rooms, we may feel
sympathetic to the victims of these atrocities but
far removed from them. "What does all this have
to do with a person in east Tennessee?" is the
question from a radio program host that
prompted William Schulz to write this book.
Schulz, the former executive director of Amnesty
International and former president of the UUA,
provides answers with an insightful work,
generously laced with compelling stories of
women and men from all continents, which
clearly delineates the connection between our
prosperity here in the United States and human
rights violations throughout the globe. The book
reveals the high cost of indifference not only in
ethical and moral terms, but in terms of the
political, economic, environmental and public
health consequences in our own backyards.
Now displayed on top of People’s library shelves/
Later to be found in 323 Sc

Afternoon Book Club
We are taking a break from meeting in July to focus on READING. Participants aim to bring at least 2
recommendations for books we would like to review at our regular church year monthly meetings to our
planning meeting, August 9 (1:30 - 3:30 at Martha Beverly's home), where book choices and our meeting
schedule are settled with input from all attending.
Newcomers are welcome to the planning meeting, with or without recommendations. This group leans
toward quality fiction. We want books to be available in varied formats (large print, audio, etc.) with adequate
copies available through Michigan libraries. Happy summer reading to all!
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Our Jewish and Christian Heritage
This past year our religious education classes explored
World Religions. They learned about the basic beliefs,
rituals and practices of Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,
Paganism, Taoism, Judaism and Christianity. Our 11th &
12th graders enjoyed field trips to various houses of
worship to experience these faiths first hand. (See
bulletin board across from Rachel’s office for fun pics of
these adventures.)
As Unitarian Universalists, our faith is rooted in the
liberal Christian tradition. While many UUs no longer
espouse all the dogma, we do carry on many of the
traditions and rituals, many of which are apparent in the
form of our worship. This coming year, our children and
youth will be more deeply exploring these roots in our
RE classes.
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Wonder, Kindness, Empathy
and Compassion
Summer Sundays, 10:45 – Noon
Our summer religious education program is using
various storybooks to help children learn about kindness
and empathy for themselves and each other. The titles
include We’re All Wonders, Have You Filled a Bucket
Today? and I’m Gonna Like Me.
Through fun games, crafts, songs, and outside activities,
we will build community together, deepen relationships
with one another, and examine the impact our words
and actions have in the world.

Summer RE provides exciting opportunities for children
to make new friends. While the activities may appeal
most to elementary-aged kids, we often have tweens and
In order to be a religiously literate person in this day and teens join us. Led by Mary Kate Webster and Cary Betz
Williams, much fun is had by all in these meaningful
age, it is important to have a basic knowledge of bible
stories and Christian teachings. This is especially true in sessions.
this country where, in so many ways, American culture
The nursery is open for
is steeped in Christian identity.
babies through
All of the world’s religions share many values and ideas
preschoolers.
about how to be a good person. Much of the current
Grandchildren are always
discord in our world today stems from different
welcome. Summer RE
interpretations of religious texts, including the bible and
activities are held during
the Koran. We hope to introduce our children and
the service time; please
youth to biblical stories and teachings from Unitarian
bring children to Room 9
Universalist perspective to explore the relevant values
before the service begins.
these stories can teach us today.
As people from the religious right use bible verses to
justify bigotry, hate and exclusion, it is important for our
UU youth to understand the context from which these
verses are taken so they can more effectively articulate
their own views and positions.

Curriculum Binder Assembly Help
Needed!
Anyone willing to help us copy and collate curriculum
binders is welcome to join in on the fun!

As always, we hope to inspire the desire to be a good
Please let Diane Melvin know if you could spare a few
people and bring more love into the world and there are
hours some afternoon in mid August to help with this
many stories and teachings in the bible that offer
project at re@peopleschurch.net. THANKS!
examples and inspiration to that end.
May each of us connect with the sources that inspire us
RE Teacher Orientation
to be our best selves as we navigate the many challenges
Saturday Sept. 8, 1:00-4:30 PM
prevalent in our world today!
Thank you to everyone who agreed to teach RE next
year; please save the date in your calendar to attend the
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director teacher training!
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Events and Activities

Anchoring Yourself in Times
of Stress: An Introduction
to Energy Shifting
Monday, July 9, 7 p.m., Room 19
This FREE two-hour Workshop will teach
participants to physically experience and control
their invisible energy body. Energy shifting can
move us out of conflict and into a perpetually
healing state. Energetically reassembling ourselves
can bring relief in times when we feel depleted.

To register, contact Lynetta Carnes at
LynettaCarnes@hotmail.com or 415-336-3548.

Happy Hour Gathering
Tuesday, July 10, 5:30 p.m.
We will continue to have a family-friendly gathering
on the second-Tuesday of the month at One Well
Brewing from 5:30-8:30pm
throughout the summer. Drop in
when you can for friendly
conversation, food and drinks, and
an opportunity to play one of the
dozens of board games they have
available. In addition to their
impressive collection of board
games, they have an area specifically set up for
preschoolers and little kids to play. We'll try to sit
at the tables closest to the kids' area.

A/V Projector to Loan?
For our 3-Sundays per year Orientations for
newcomers, the Membership/Connections
Committee is looking for an A/V projector
(something which could project a laptop Youtube
video onto a large screen). Using our wonderful
system in Room 19 could lose us a valuable
ongoing rental.
If you have equipment you'd be willing to loan (1
Sunday each of Fall, Winter & Spring), please get in
touch with the committee secretary, Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com); or the church
administrator (office@peopleschurch.net). Thanks
very much for your consideration!

News & Views

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation
& Study Group
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm, Room 9

There will be a new class
beginning on Tuesday, July
10th from 7:00-8:30pm on
the 'Ganden Lha Gyema'
which will run for 8 weeks.
This teaching is one of the
foundations of practice in
the Geluk tradition of
Tibetan Buddhism and
involves a set of
visualizations and
meditations geared toward
creating the causes to
positively affect our lives
and to deepen our connection with the teachings
and founder of the lineage, the great 15th century
master Jamgon Lama Tsong Khapa.
This is one of the first daily practices that Kyabje
Gelek Rimpoche introduced in the west and has
provided a basis of spiritual development for the
vast majority of his students. It is a technique
offered by all the Geluk teachers, including His
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama.
The class is FREE and no prior experience is
necessary. Donations are graciously accepted and
are used solely for the purpose of continuing to
offer further classes and events.
No registration is necessary but please feel free to
call Gregory Supa Corner at 734-368-870 or
Christy Burns at 269-944-1575, if you have any
questions or would like to express your interest
in attending.
Sponsored by Jewel Heart
www.jewelheart.org
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Summer Service: “Overcoming Illiteracy: A Silent
Challenge” with Laura MacLellan

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

July 3

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen

Wednesday

July 4

Independence Day—OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday

July 5

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Sunday

July 8

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Nicky Leigh

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

Monday

July 9

Archives Committee
Energy Shifting Workshop

10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 13
Room 19

Tuesday

July 10

Building & Grounds Work Group
Happy Hour Gathering
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
5:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
One Well Brewing
Room 9

Wednesday

July 11

Medicine Wheel

7:00p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

July 12

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Sunday

July 15

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges” with
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Executive Committee

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

12:15p.m.

Room 18

Tuesday

July 17

Building & Grounds Work Group
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room 9

Thursday

July 19

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Sunday

July 22

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Mike Pritchard

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

Monday

July 23

Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

July 24

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation/Study Group
(Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

July 26

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Friday

June 27

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Sunday

July 29

Summer Service: “”Overcoming Challenges”
with Darryl Loiacano

10:45a.m.

The Commons (or Room 19)

Mon.-Fri.

July 30-Aug. 3

FLOOR CLEANING—WHOLE CHURCH

All day

Whole Church

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

Address Update
Karen Tinklenberg
5700 Vintage Lane
Apt. 624
Kalamazoo MI 49009

For Sale:
Reproduction of Monet painting of a “Woman
in White". Approximately 24" by 18".
Price is negotiable. Contact Karen Tinklenberg
for more information, 349-8104.
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People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church: A beloved community
embracing and serving our diverse world.”

