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S =] June3  Youth Bridging Service  Diane Melvin and the Youth Group
1758 North Tenth St} Our high school youth will plan and lead this service honoring transitions. We Vill
Kalamazoo, MI 4900P bridge our 8th graders up into the youth group and bridge our seniors out into

Phone: 268753262| the world. Our six graduating seniors will share their reflections on what growifg

- Fax:268753270] yp at People's Church has meant to them. Join us as we honor this important
office@peopleschurch.ngtiransition in their lives.

Church Office Hoursy June 10  Flower Service Rev. Rachel Lonberg and all
M-Th 10am4pm| Wwe end our program year with service that includes a
flower ritual. In this ritual created by a Czech Unitaria
minister in 1923, everyone brings a flower to church.
Inside this issue: Once we appreciate the beautiful bouquets we create
Board Notes 2 together, everyone leaves with a different flower,
signifying the gifts we receive from this congregation.
This service will likely include a child dedication ritual. i
This service is an intergenerational service. All childre
and youth are encouraged to stay in The Commons for the entire service, '[hOngh

Social Justice 3
Update

preschool and nursery classes will be happening. Please bring a flower to shafe.
Getting to Know 4

Peopleds Pep3ii | AO 3 ADOBEAADHET C #EAI T Al G

Syrian Family 5 The theme for the summer services is "Overcoming Challenges". This is a bropd
Update theme that will be interpreted in a wide variety of ways by the summer speakefs.
These challenges could include how individuals today overcome challenges, Qut
could also include how individuals in our lives, or the past or in history and fictjon

Green Spot 6 have overcome challenges, and how our society might overcome challenges. |Sum-
mer services will take place at 10:45 a.m. in The Commons.

ISAAC 6 June 17 Speaker: Rev. Rachel Lonberg

Walk/Run/Roll June 24 Speaker: Kelly Henderson

Race Matters 7

Child Dedication Ritual
Sunday, June 10

Library Corner 8
If there are participants, the June 10 service will include a child dedication
ritual. A child dedication ritual is our Unitarian Universalist ritual for
Religious Educationg celebrating the children in our community and promising to support them
Notes and their families as they learn and grow. If your family would like to
participate, please contact Rev. Rachehatister@peopleschurch.net

Calendar 11

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Notes from the Board of Trustees

The topic of most concern at

| the May board meeting was

the budget, to be voted on at
the May 2& Annual Meeting.

' While we had to make some

tough decisions on what not to

include in our recommended
the churchds

f

budget,
year than last, and we were able to keep staff an
program hours at their current level. We
actually have enough funds to recommend that
all staffi part- and fulitimefi receive a two
percent increase in wages. This will be first time

staff wages havendt be
years. The happier financial figure also allowed
the Board to recommend that all church
committees and groups remain at their current
level of funding, with sonfiesuch as the Library
Committee and Talking Pdisreceiving small
increases. We also recommended that the
Sunday Services Committee receive extra funds
for consulting to make our services more racially
inclusive and wel comin
main considerations in its recommended budget
were to avoid running a deficit budget and to
give preference to ondéime expenses over ones

that would become permanent and ongoing. For

this reason, the funding of a Young Adult Group
Coordinator position was not recommended
despite an understanding that this is a very
important group in the church. In August, the
board will be reviewing the 2012018 budget
surplus, and hope to be able to add in some
funding for additional committee requests.

Another issue that was discussed was the need
to fix a part of the roof over the Commons and
to repair a section of the floor in the kitchen
which has warped. The cost of these two items
will be about $9,800 combined and we will
recommend to the congregation that we take
that money out of the Palmer Fund now; delayin
repairs in either areas will be very costly in the
long run.

Lastly, the Mission and the Vision Statements
were reviewed. There was discussion and a few

revisions; it was agreed that the statements be
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put before Peopl eds
good folks who worked on them.

peop

Cary BetzWilliams,
Board of Trustees

Bazaar Leader Recruiting
and Pre-Planning Meeting

i sc aWEdBelS%a}(’ d4ne 20, 6:308am ¢ ¢

OQur Peopl eds 2018
Bazaar will be held Saturda
November 17". If you might
be interested in becoming
more ipvolvedinte |
preparations for the Bazaaig 8
please join us to find out
more. We will meet from
6:30-8pm, Wednesday
evening, June 20" in
Room L1. | f you_

that meeting, email Rochelle

at habeck@chartermi.neto we can find another time
bo.conneclt.wo t he

We especially hope to recruit new eleaders in the
following areas:

1. White Elephant: 1 or 2 more C&Chair(s) with
Nicky Gates

CleanUp: 2 CoChairs or families needed to
shepherd this task at the end of the dayg§®m)
Publicity: Marketing person to chair publicity with
existing team of workers

0Back Of fi ceéChakwith®arm t i
Davis

Café: CeChair with Sandy Steele and Patrick
Murray

Bazaar Coordination: G&hair with Rochelle
HabeckHunt

Greeter Co-Chairs (to recruit, train prior to bazaar
and support on that day)

Church

of Boar dos

2.

3.

n

M

== The work is furii and you will be
<= very supported. This is a great way
= to serve the church and build

8  community for yourself. Please join
us!

Thank you.

Fi

ar
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update

L?ncoln School o Center for Transformation
Lincoln School volunteers began winding down the Since it's inception, a few members of People's
year with a final gathering on May 17th to share Church have been volunteer mentors with The

experiences and celebrate one more successful year @enter for Transformation, a social justice suppolft
this wonderful project. Mary = | group for parolees who are returning to society

Lewis, who has been its after long periods of incarceration.
coordinator and backbone

since inception, is retiring.
Next year Jeme Baker will
assume leadership, hoping t Rick Johnson have |
continue the successes and =4 been helping one sucji®
expand participation. Jeme = parolee for over six g8
says, " | have worked with kids from 2nd through 5th| years. His name is
grade, originally three or four at a time, but | found | | William Beebe, and...
could have a truer connection if | could work one on| the good news is...
one, getting to know each individually. And it's not ajl he'll be "graduating”
workfi | try to have a special lunch date with them, | from parole on June 6!
with board games. | try to follow my students up eagh
grade, loving watching them grow and learn.” It's been a long fought journey, with many monthly
prison visits, phone calls and then the more
As you can see, teachers are very flexible and willing immediate support needed when William began lis
to accommodate volunteers' availabilities and parole in Kalamazoo. In time, the personal
involvement. If you think you might enjoy being a partconnections with his mentors have become close
of this rewarding effort next fall, ask Jeme or any other2Nd important to everyone in this newly formed
member. The kids would love you! extended family. William's progress has been
steady. He now has a fdlime job, a car, an
apartment, a girlfriend and he is renewing long
neglected family ties.

Church members Molly Falrbanks George McCrga,
Greg Feldmeier and

BoxTops
In just a few weeks the school year

will be over and all the BoxTop [T Sramauron ]
coupons we have collected will be ™| 3’"3“1 TOP')

: : his mother and sister, who live in Three Rivers.
turned in at Lincoln. Please put ar ' wumON . ! . oy
(2 T
ore you have clipped into the 'Lm or o] hen he will have a Celebration Lunch with his

container in the fover. Thank voul happy, proud mentors. And not far down the list, |s
yer. your a planned Sunday visit to People's Church, wher
he has four good friends!

i| On June 6, his first act of freedom will be to visit
|
|
I

174

Loaves & Fishes Collections
We will be holding two collections

SLOAVES@. for Loaves & Fishes on Junen;o FFor i nformati oRurRob o ult

FISHES one monetgry and one collecting i' Event, please see Page 6.
oo s food donations.  Please plan to

bring food donations that day and look for Rick
Johnson's red truck in the parking lot to transfer food!

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC megetijgs.
May Special Collection The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
We collected $1,116 for Cradle Kalamazoo at the May | meets the second Tuesday of each month gt
13th service. Thanks to everyone who donated. 3:00 p.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills
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Gett i t o
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Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and wh

continues to participate.

Getting to Know Peopl eds

Know Byardy@lCudl 0 s

P Blawp & \Bews

Peopl e

Eunice Jennings

. Methodist.

ol attended
the mid 680
wanted my children to
have some religious
experience,
She continued attending
until the m

0l stopped
because of some family
i ssues, 6 Eu
| returned recently
because | was told that Rachel was wonderful
and dealt with current issues. | also wanted
friendship and compan

Here, Eunice says she has found many good
friends and continues to attend because of the
stimulation and friendships.

Eunice said history and travel are among her
sources of religious wisdom. She has traveled
six of the seven continents and to 48 states.

ol did two internatio
and the | ast two year
OMy |l ast internationa
|l dm taking grandson,

intergenerational trip to Costa Rica. In August
|l dm going to Il celand.
trips have been through Overseas Adventure
Travel.

0l have been to | srae
experience from a his
said. o0l dve al ways en
of religions. o

Eunice Jennings grew ug

Eunice does a great deal of volunteer work. Sh
has delivered Meals on Wheels once a week fo
the last 15 years, and tutors reading and
somatimpeds mdihsat Nomtheastern and Arcadia
s Kalamazao schomls. |

o0l taught at Northeas
pbofEumy cgr amddhi |l dren g
Her four grandchildren are a very important
[art @f Beo lise.

c Bumdce ms @lso busy with a variety of
organizations. She likes to hike, garden and
n spend time with tamily and fuiends. She belongs
to North Country Trail system and has hiked
portions of the trail, belongs to several walking
and hiking groups. a garden club, and several
i lumeheoh grqups,0
She has worked he
part of a Chalice Circle.

at t

to(Eunice, 76, is a retired elementary teacher witl
Kalamazoo Public Schools.)

nal trips a year for 1

s only one, 6 Eunice saé

|l trip was Japan. Thi

Elijah, on a Road Schg
Most of my internat|i
Il f youdd be willing
featured in this part oNews & Views

Il an Goleslgﬁ\,}:o(:\gzct eArgiyckethrgat

ori ca ' i ve,

loyed the study of a |V
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Syrian Refugee Family Update

We are celebrating the tweyear anniversary of the Moayyad (age 19) is finishing his sophomore yegy.
Altyara familyds arrival Heowvorkshsgerbardland gatdhverggoodigrades.lly e ar s
seen remarkable progress for the family They receivedis amazing to watch him master English, get caugdht

travel the path to
citizenship. The family
continues to live in the
home Peopl et Omar and Abdullah (age 13) are completing
Refugee Resettlement i =l ] sixth grade. It has been a tough year for the boys
Team found for them in | as middle school often is. Layering on top of
2016. They really like the adjusting to middle schol are the multiple
neighborhood and the challenges of learning English, trying to catch up
location. They are academically with their agemates, and navigating
becoming more and more independent; making their owmaking new friends. They will be attending sumnmner
doctords and denti st 6s apsloolfotamenthtthss sianmer. Wk ovould geallg
own shopping. They no longer qualify for State of like to help the boys reach grade level in math ov
Michigan food assistance (three wage earners) and are the summer. We are in need of a teacher who is
managing their bank accounts and saving substantial  familiar with common core math to help them.
money. It is impressive to witness! An update on each Please let Ann Feldmeier know if you are
family member follows: interested and have the skill set to help the boys.
feldtrow@aol.comor 269-720-1649.

the JV soccer team last year and will be trylng ou
for soccer again this summer.

of

\U
=

Khaled (the dad) will have his orgear anniversary in

July, working for Schupan and Sons. By all reports he is
doing very well. He works mainly at assembling Create Your Own
motherboards for computers.

'‘Extended Family'

driverds |license. Peopl edqg
Heckman and Rick Johnson, were instrumental in teachir|g
her how to drive.

Fatema (the mom) just passed her road test for her %;Bme & St ve Fergyson’ SE/OU er son

abéuft statt I8ndet§g'5r e | qary
they helped create an 'extended famlly
with other Peopleds| IChurc
Today they have grandchildren in college.
The group is still meeting, about once a

month. Special bonds exist among others
who shared this experience, even though
their ‘families’ no longer regularly meet.

Adham (the oldest sond age 23) has learned a great deal
of English thanks to the ESL programs our community
offers. (One of them is spearheaded by our own Vicki
Konzen) He has a job at Walmart bringing in the carts
from the parking lot. We are grateful to his employers at
Walmart for their support of him as he learns to be a
good employee. He continues to request help from
tutors, one-on-one to learn English as well as math,
science and social studies. Please let Ann Feldmeier know
if you are able to volunteer some time to tutor Adham,
feldtrow@aol.comor 269-720-1649.

Whether you want an opeended
commitment, or just a summer of shared
barbecues, come to Room 9 (behind the
kitchen) onJune 3, after the church
service to hear how the Fergusons'
extended family has worked for them; and
talk to others there about creating a new
one(s). Snacks will be provided to get you
(and kids) through to lunch.

Please sign up in the foyer.

Molham (age 22) continues to work full time at
Shawarma King on Westnedge. He is working on
obtaining his GED. This month he passed the Math GED
test, after learning all of high school math in 8 months!
We are very proud of his accomplishment. Next, he plans
to tackle science.



mailto:feldtrow@aol.com
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Citizenship Advocacy Opportunity: Changes to
Michigan Environmental Policy

Green Spot

The Michigan State Legislature is about to pass son
bills that affect the Department of Environmental
Qualityds ability to pr
House just passed bills creating an Environmental
Rules and Review Committee and a permit appeal
panel that would have authority over the DEQ. The
Senate already passed a similar set of bills, althoug
there are a few differences that will have to be
resolved for the final version that will be sent to the
Governor for review and action.

The bills are complex, (for details, see
www.legislature.mi.goWjut here is a very brief
overview:

Senate Bill 65%0uld create theEnvironmental Rules
Review Committeeas an independent body in the
Office of Performance and Transformation to oversd
all rulemaking of the DEQ. The Committee would
have a majority of industry representatives.

Senate Bill 658/0uld establish @ermit appeal
panelin the DEQ, consisting of 15 individuals
appointed by the governor. All members would havd
to meet certain requirements.

Groups supporting the Senafeassed bills include
business, industry and agriculture organizations. Th
say that the bills are needed twovide for a fair
review of a denied permit without having to go to
court, and for increased transparen&pponents
include environmental organizations, the Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of the Chippewa Indians, and the
Michigan DEQ. Concerns expressed by opponents
include the makeip of the boards which will include
number of interests that may benefit financially from
the decisions made, potential delays, decreased
accountability for the Governor and Legislature, and
costs of potential litigation. It is not clear who is
supporting or opposing the Houggassed version.

This legislation matters, so learn more about it and

News and Notices

make your opinions known to your state Senator, the

News & Views

Spring Cleaning
Sunday, June 3, 12:30-3:00pm

at

Winter snows have melted and it is time to tidy our
church grounds. Please come share the joy of time
heoutdoors working alongside friends. Bonus benefits
build friendships, strengthen community, and gain 3

P ¢

o serse af acepmplishmentas qurccamhisead efforts 7l h e

beautify our church home.

Tasks: weeding and trimming.

=

Most tools will be provided; please bring gloves ang
favorite hanetools for weeding.

Lunch will be available after the Sunday service.
Come for 1 hour or 3 whatever fits your schedule.

Please RSVP to Cybelle Shattuck
(scybelle@umich.eduso we can plan the lunch.

%
Have you signed up for ISAAC's first ever WAIRRUN
-ROLL Building the Beloved Community Event? Thi
exciting activity takes the place of the yearly banque
and includes a 3.1 and andile challenge open to run-
» ners, walkers, wheelchairs, and strollers. Afterward
there will be community fellowship with food, music,
singing, drumming, performances and vendors of allf
stripe.

24

Sign up for a team by May 31 to get the best deal
for "Moving Toward Justice", the firsver ISAAC
Walk/Run/Roll on Sat, June 30 at Spring Valley
Park!

Building the Beloved Community

r—

Fun for all ages! (Kids® only $10, and little kids, noj
A charge!)

Each Entry includes=dhirt, snacks, hydration stationq,
community resource booklet, community gathering,
awards celebration, community vendor booths/
information tables and cultural performances.

Everything you need to know is at:
isaackalamazoo.org/sigp-for-the-walkrun-roll-

Governor and other officials.

beforemay31stbeforepricesgo-up/



http://www.legislature.mi.gov)
mailto:scybelle@umich.edu
http://isaackalamazoo.org/sign-up-for-the-walk-run-roll-before-may-31st-before-prices-go-up/
http://isaackalamazoo.org/sign-up-for-the-walk-run-roll-before-may-31st-before-prices-go-up/
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Race Matters Throughout our lives we slide up and down the
This winter | participated in an anti ladder of antiracism awareness, and can be on

racism seminar for white people called Several rungs at once. My fledgling hope is that
| Doing Our Own Warlsecause | won a | can continue to climb the ladder, take
schol arship thr ou d8popsyilpanespraehawpvgrk coligctively
and | was curious. But as the days drewioward building a community of love and
C|oser, | began to panic_ Why will | be resistance. | have no eXpeCtationS other than
g ‘ putting myself through six days of guilt continue to stumble, but hopefully in a direction
and shame? This sounds s c®athingglasghagmaedgnare eapality Beorie of
racist. | dondt need t hi scolorthave keen doing thig fergenerations. Itis
our turn to dismantle racism. | am still afraid,
Doing Our Own Woikthe 25year project of Melanie ~ butitis worth it.
Morrison, founder and executive director of the East o _
Lansingbased Allies for Change, a national network of ~Because | am a member of the Religious Educatign

social justice educators. She also is author of the recentfy 0 mmi t t ee at Peopl eds PEhu
B

publishedMurder on Shades Mountain: The Legal some of my new awarene
Lynching of Willie Peterson and the Struggle for Justice Pfograms, perhaps by helping start an aatism
Jim Crow BirminghanMorrison cofacilitated the six day discussion group for parents. We are open to
-training, spread out over three months, with Emily Joye ideas so please reach out to me at

Mc Gaughy and Michel e Mc GosRdtdtimestast@omalegmé s y ogRdr £ hfk e

Dionardo Pizafia was a guest facilitator. this experience. _ »
i Elizabeth Huff Willis

One of our first tasks wdrs to examrite ofrite LCadadadle
antiracism awareness. On the lower rungs white peopl . : -

see ourselves as onormal 4 ™YsageMopiso %OPK.T_IkaFvg@S[{_gri"ng u p
there, we recognize that |[[we hurgday, @¢7?51% ,Mﬁ.ut d
understand why we candt |Ar°“5é I&ngec[for ogigl Justige ?\a%rs 'prep n
denial/defensiveness and guilt/sharkeowing inequality 205 Monroe Street, Kalamazoo, MI 4900
exists and either believi

Pn %er r|1e\t/v lgogld\/llz]ré)e} on
Shades MountajiMelanie
Morrison tells the gripping and §
tragic story of an attack that
happened in Birmingham,
Alabama and its aftermdih
events that shook the city to its
core.

powerless to do anything about it. Finally comes
collective action in a community of love and resistance.

| realized that | had been stuck somewhere in the middl
of denial/defensiveness and guilt/shame for many, man
years. This is where many white people get stuck.

<D

With the gentle nudging of our céacilitators, | got a
glimpse of how oppressive systems hurt whites, not jus
people of color. | felt for the first time a profound loss of
being taught a limited, disembodied, blacidtwhite

world view. | grieved the loss of wisdom, authentic
relationships and connection in a segregated society.

This event to hear Melanie speak is free and
open to the public; however an RSVP is
required. Dinner will be provided. Please
RSVP to acsjl@kzoo.edu.

| came to understand that living in a racist culture is a Iqt ="
l ike traveling on a movi 39| kway. Standing s
stop the momentum of a culture rooted in inequality. W
continue to benefit from the advantages of being white, \§
the expense of people of color. Only by choosing to wa
in the opposite direction can we hope to make a changd.

Copies of the book will be available for sale antﬂ[

ou may also invite friends through the Facebdpk
event:https://www.facebook.com/
events/144550799732104

our s m

-
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Book Club Study Group
Thursday, June 14, 1:30 p.m. Monday, June 18, 7:30 p.m.
Ginny Moonby Benjamin Ludwig will be The Study Group will be meeting next on Monday,
discussed at our next meeting, June 14, 4:30 June 18 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 18. We will be
3:30, at the home of Martha Beverly. discussing the bookt the
Existentialist Cafeby Sarah
This fictionalized, firsperson _ Bakewell. This book was

named one of the ten best
books of 2016 by thé&ew York
Times

account of the life of a Hyear old
autistic girl, by the adoptive fathe
of a teenage autistic girl, is
reputed to provide an accurate
account of what mental 4 The Study Group meets
differences can feel like to those [l monthly to discuss a variety of
experiencing them; at the same 1| books, dealing with religious,

time, exploring the pros and cons o philosophical, historical and

of family life in general. scientific issues of common interest. Please comg
and participate in our group, and help decide what

Newcomers are always welcome. we will discuss next! For more information,
contact Tim Bartik abartik@upjohn.orgor 269
806-1904.

New Book Club: A planning meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, May 31at 6pm in Rofym
18 to discuss starting a new evening book cl E

If you are interested, please sign up in the fo'jur

The Library Corner

or call Marj Lightner, 2893-1311. Faith for the Unbelieverby Daniel Chesney Kanter
The senior minister of a large UU church in Dallas
Community Bulletin Board shares his reflections on faith,
especially addressing those whqg
Are you involved in a social are not traditionally religious.
justice group/action? Or, With simple poighancy, Kanter
interested i bpl eds says that we can understand
Church members' faith to be less about what we
involvements within the believe in, and more about how
wider community? Check we live and the choices we
out the Community Bulletin : make. He considers what living
Board, currently outside of faithfully could mean for the
Room 9. unorthodox among us, using

four areas of focu$ belief, trust, loyalty, and

Information can also be submitted to the church || worldview. With lively and engaging stories to
illustrate ideaB and reflection questions after each

newsletter (published as space allows), and/or yopi

may reserve a table in the foyer to disseminate chaptefi this small book of wisdom helps to makej
information. Check with the Church faith more accessible for the increasing number o
Administrator or a member of the Membership/ the ospiritual but not
Connections Committee (green name tags) for

particulars.
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