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Mar ch 4 OSubmission and Surrender
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

|l slam is the religion we are focusi
6l slamdé | iterally means O0submissi on

t he

from

March 11 OMessengers
6Love is the way messenger
writes the 13th century Muslim mystic gledhd-Dan
Muhammad Bmo, who is often known simply as Rumi.
Nearly every religious tradition has a mystical tradition, ma
up of people who seek heightened states where they feel
presence of The Holy. In this service, we will explore Persi:
Musl im mystic poets Hafez,

approach to religious knowing more generally.

a Daylight Savings Time begins today. Please remember to set your clock
one hour.
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This Sunday is the beginning of our
the Amount, & Rev. Rachel and Peopl €
happeni ng at daRdinvie usalte colihua to betthe generous,

loving, justiceseeking community that we are.

March 25 oOoHow Poetry Connects Uso
Our annual Poetry Service will explore the bond of human

experience through spoken and written word. Please conte
Beth Bullmer geth.bullmer@gmail.com i f y ou & de &

participate by sharing your own poetry in this service. ‘55:

0O S

5 ahea

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

Dear Peopl eds

One of my colleagues likes
to joke that people are
called to the ministry
because God thinks they
need extra supervision.
While | might argue with
some of that, there are
times when | wonder if | am
called to this work so you all can teach me the
things | need to learn, over and over and over
again. This happens in large and small ways. It

happens in conversations about meaning, when you

all tell me how you understand things and | gain
new insights. It happens in committee meetings
when | remember that | am the only one in the
room paid to be there, that the rest of you are
doing the work of the church because it matters

From the Minister

News & Views

| have leapedghat we are better together as we

develop a new mission and vision for the churgh.

Just over a year ago, many of you gathered to
talk about your dreams for the church. After
some fits and starts, a draft mission statement
should be making its way to you in the next few
weeks. | hope you will offer feedback and
suggestions. The draft | have seen is poetic and
powerful d and it will be made even better as
we talk about it together. Thank you to all who
participated in the workshops, the workshops
facilitators, the writing team, and the board
members who worked on this project.

| am also in the process of preparing for my

parental leavié my baby should be arriving in
mid-April. Again and again, the people | have
asked to do moré@ staff, volunteers, area UU
ministers who will come to lead worshiphave

so much. It happens in pastoral care, when you alkaid yes. Their willingness to do more reminds
try to make sense of the pain of life and show me me that the work of our church is bigger than
what it means to live with integrity and courage. any of us individually, that we step up to suppdrt
one another when support is needed. | am so
grateful that you all are providing me with eigh
weeks of paid leave and yearn for a world in
which every new parent is treated as justly.
Thank you for all the ways you remind me that
we are better together.

One of the things that | have been learning over
and over again in recent months is that we are
better together than we are alone. Our ideas, our
influence, our compassion, everything we do is
better when we do it together. Whenever | start
to prioritize doing things myself, | am reminded
again and again that we are all in this togefher
and we are better together.

Here are some of the moments that | have
remembered this. When we launched what we
now know as the Widening Our Welcome
process, | thought | knew what the best outcome
would b&i adding a service. Now, having heard
ideas from many of you, | am not certain that thaj
would be the best path forward for us. | have
heard so many wonderful ideas about religious
education, ways of worshipping, and how to read
people who might value what we have to offer, bjit

See you in church,
Rachel

World Religions: Islam
Tuesday, March 20, 1:30pm & 7pm
Room 19

Our explorations of world religions
continues this month with Islam. To
|, prepare for the class, please read a
chapter in a world religious text about

X

~ h ¢ Islam. Send anyéarticular guestions
arenot ere yet or Vv dhdy RadhtSnsieedcRBVIRachel if oY
everyone has had a chance to engage in this advance. (Childcare is available upon

process yel and | hope you will. Conversation
tables are happening over the next few weeks.

request.)
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New Member Recognition
Sunday, March 11

If you are considering becoming a member o

opportunity to do so will take place on Sunday, March 11. From 10:00 ,
10:30am, we will hold a Bond of Union Signing Ceremony in Room 194
We also 10:4511:45 am, New Member Recognition Sunday.

Sigrup sheets are on the table in the foyer.

New People's ChurchVideo
Filming of Sunday Services happening on
March 11 and March 18.

We are so fortunate to have the professional team

of Ella Swift Redding (Burly Mermaid) and Majken

Ruppert (Spiderlegs Media) volunteering to produc
a People's Church video. We'll use this in our New
Member Orientation; plus a shortened version for
our webpage.

You will see a notice on our church entrances on
March 11 and 18 (with someone nearby to explain
as necessary) that filming will take place in the
Sunday Service and foyer on those days. We hopd
this will not discomfort anyone.

You may see Ella and/or Majken at other church
events where they hope to get more footage. In
these cases, you'll be asked to sign individual
permissions, if this has not already been granted
(Religious Education registration forms contain a
routine permission for filming enrolled families; we
would make sure this is on file prior to using
footage of any kids).

These videos will be such a WOW (Widening our
Welcome) plus, we hope everyone will be excited
to participate.

If you have any concerns, please feel free to conta
Membership & Connections Committee Secretary,
Pat Nelson at 26%21-6 0 6 3, or the

staff liaison, Church Administrator Chris Schleuder)

News and Notices
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f People's Church, the ne; '

$MONEY MATTER$

Sunday, March 18 will be the kick off for our
o0Keep On Moving Forwar
campaign. It is time t
Church means to you and your family. The annu

P stewardship campaign solicits the critical pledge
of time, talent, and treasure that make possible &
the activities at Peogq
everyoneds support! Oy
participation by members and friends in the
annual campaign.

» Also, it is not too late to join theForging Our

Futurecapital campaign. If you are a new membgr,

or were somehow not ah

campaign, please contact Stewardship Chair Allgn

Hunt at 3722033 or by email at
hahunt@agmail.corto learn more.

Committee Budget Requests Due
Saturday, March 10

All committees are asked to turn
in their budget requests to the

Finance Committee by Saturday ’
ct| March 10. Please leave emalil der
your requests to the Finance Reminde

C b Gominittee ehairdGarolyn \
Heineman at
carolynheineman@aol.com

e

t
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Page 4 Getting

Know Peopl eds P aew&dews

Getting to Know ®Bardygeludds Peopl e
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.
Deb Beyer
Deb Beyer was raised | watching the succession of interim ministers,
in Grand Rapids ina | she said.
large Presbyterian
Church. Ataboutage| 0 Aft er Rev. Rachel wal n
12 she began | reaffirmed my membership in 2016 after
questioning portions downsizing and moving n
of the teachings, Deb said.
especially when an
older sister became 0Since | believe wisdjom
/ a Roman Catholic, everywhere, both within and without,
causmg a great upheaval in her family, she saig.l appreciate that UU draws from various
religious texts as well as poetry, essays, art ang
After graduating from Western Michigan experiences and encourages learning, evolutiof
University, Deb reconnected with a small sociallyand gr owt h, 6 she sai dj}
active Presbyterian Church in Illinois, first as
a draft and abortion counselor and later as an | Deb has been a liflong writer who spent 40
el der to help the boarydarsdaenyg medinal ancnemofit mawketiogh 6 § s G
program. She also ran a farm and vineyard while raising
her family and doing freelance writing for
oBut what | c-dbhhci hg o oaienaliamihational publications. After retiring
the teachings and creed eventually sent me as a campaign manager of the Van Buren County
searching again, 6 De b Usieed Way she took classes in Chicago and
spent six years as a stang comedian, writing
ol first connected t o htere oUMh crmaurecrh ailn StAt | LPoel
MO and finally felt o0fabtnudhbaraa éommitee.Her dobluels imaludel) t F
allowed for continual learning and seeking swimming, reading, travel and musical
through texts and teachings from varied world | appreciation as well as volunteer work.
religions, 6 she said.
When she returned to Michigan in 1984 having
a UU church nearby was a requirement she sajdDeb, 70, currently volunteers at the Air Zoo, the
She was a member of P ehospitaléldspitality Rlousetared a beavicee 1 4 8 0 s
and early 0690s when hjeorganizationén PawhPiaw. 8he bas fivevgrawe
young. children: Rachel, sgifployed stayf home mom of
Debds two grandsons; |Ros
0Then 1| i fe r esmiledrgiardi|lcootdinaosin Chicdge; R.3ABram, who does
the upheaval within the church at the time predictive analytics at Northwestern University;
caused me to stop at t|eRardseymndook ikustratbr and hapny i Phslduedphia, &
But she continued t o |kardeRpGraham, atparkiranger, buyrentlylvvorkinﬂ I N
on the Peopl eds Chur c|howkrdEVE bentiicktiorpp age f or ydar s
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update

News and Notices

Page 5

Fantastic results for the February 11 Special Collecti § Building the Beloved Community:
We are THIS CLOSE to meeting the goal of $2500 t¢ i' Moving Towards Justice
achieve the 100% matching fuids2424!
Since the deadline has been extended untiltheend pfP LEASE SAVE THE DATE FPR
February, we surely will get there. Well done, SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 30!
everyone! . .
In place of the Banquet, ISAAC is hosting a Walk/
March 11th's Special Collection will be for the EL:)Eiﬁ:ysgr:g]gg\ga:éevégﬁ’;%lus've for all people,
Kalamazoo Drug Treatment Court Program, which '
diverts nonviolgnt felons yvith subsf[ance abuse Awards will be followed with community
problems from incarceration and gives them an fellowship, music, singing, drumming and
opportunity to restore their lives by becoming performances from social justice, cultural and faith
involved in treatment programs and meet other communities (11aripm).
requirements such as following up on referrals made
to other community agencies. This program saves | Tickets will be on sale for Early Registration soon
taxpayers thousand of dollars annually by returning | ($40/per person; $280 for a team of 8; $10/child 6
productive and healthy citizens back to societ§5 12 yrs walk/fun; and childcare).
percent of all Drug Treatment Court graduates are
successful and do not tenter the court system. Letds beat our record gnd
there to join in community together!
We are celebrating! A five year reauthorization of the
Maternal Infant angd Early C¥1ildhood Home Visiting MIECHV fun(_js ARE IN the federal budget! Thank
Program has been passed b to our co_IIectlve efforts, we can celebrate a huge
| © victory with the passage of ayear rea_luthorlzatlon
Congress! ISAAC members @ | of the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home
were a part of the michigan . W, | Visiting (MIECHV) program! Congress passed the
groundswell of voices H ome \/ ISItI ng bipartisan spending bill which reauthorizes funding
supporting this bipartisan initiative~ | for $400 million each year for five years for states
spending bill which authorize to expand the NurseFamily Partnership program
funding for $400 million each year for states to expandand other evidencdased home visiting programs.
the Nurse Family Partnership Program and other home
visiting projects. These interventions are a critical paftThese Interventions are a critical part of our
of our county's Cradle Kalamazoo initiative to addregsc ount y6s Cradl e Kal amagoo
infant mortality. infant mortality.
Also, ISAAC has added two new churches to its Thirty Days of Love 2018
membershifi Chapel Hill Methodist and First All -Ages Activity Calendar
Methodist of Kalamazoo. Welcome! Welcome!
The UUA has created 30 activities that
Remember to clip BOX TOP coupons and put them {ncan be done in one month to lift up the
the box in the foyer. ways we as Unitarian Universalists can
continue to learn about and perform f
Anyone is welcome to sit in on SICC meetipgdiferent kinds of social justice outreach.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee| Check out the thoughprovoking family
meets the second Tuesday of each month gt oriented activities ahttp./ LOVE
3:00 p.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills peoplesEhUen. AGticontenl
: S " uploads/2018/03/3DAYSOF-LOVE.pdf

S


http://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/30-DAYS-OF-LOVE.pdf
http://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/30-DAYS-OF-LOVE.pdf
http://peopleschurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/30-DAYS-OF-LOVE.pdf

Update on Kalamazoo River Superfund Site

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
named the O6AlIlied Papel
Kal amazoo River
This site includes 80 miles of the Kalamazoo Rivel
from Morrow Dam to Lake Michigan and 3 miles of
Portage Creek between Cork Street and the

Kalamazoo River. The river bottom and its banks qremakes more room for people who want to joir]

contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB|
from earlier reuse of carbonless copy paper along
the river.

GeorgiaPacific, International Paper, and
Weyerhauser have been identified as the remainin
opotentially responsi bl
and to work with EPA in designing and completing
the necessary work. Remedial planning began in

1998 and has continued in fits and starts since thalt

time. Numerous public meetings to share EPA
proposals and gather public input have been held
over the years.

As of December 2017, cleanup has taken place at
of the 6 oO0operable unif
Boulevard and ASite Landfill, King Highway Landfil
and 12th Street Landfill. Some preventive work h3
been done on Portage Creek and 2 miles of the
Kal amazoo River, incl
approximately 82 acres worth of contaminated
material. The very controversial plan for the Allied
Paper Landfill off Cork Street in the City of
Kalamazoo is scheduled for implementation in 201
Removal of the Alcott St. dam and its sediments
began in February, but this is being funded throug
the Natural Resource Damage trust fund and
Michigan DEQ sources.

u

The most recent EPA focus has been on developing

a plan for the area from the Plainwell Dam to the
Otsego City Dam. The political changes at EPA in

2017 have resulted in the inclusion of the Plainwell

Paper Mil |l property
Redevel opment Focus
judgment by EPA that this site and 20 others
nationwide have significant redevelopment potenti

on
Li g
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News & Views

Widening Our Welcome:
Table Conversations

Our conversations about what to do about a
crowged Corponstcangnele timoughow /

or are we artificially plateaued because of lac
of room during the first part of our services?
Should we try something new to see if that

S)our community? We want to hear your
thoughts!

Please sign upnlineor in the foyer for one of

9 the available dates. Thank you.
d

o DL o\ i

e nartiogsd

The Library Corner

The essays i€hristian Voices in
Unitarian Universalisn{289.1 Ch) testify
to something considered unlikely, if not
impossible, forty years
ago: Unitarian

b .URiverbdlidgtss | nc
reclaiming the power
of Christianity. The |
authors, laity and
18rgy&ltké@ Britvedad ¢
their liberal Christian §& 7
faith by different paths. SN
Their spiritual guides £ =
include a Bedouin, an Feeats

AME preacher, a

monk, atheist parents, an angry
hometown pastor, an Anglican priest, an
a church ladies' guild. Here is a fresh
look at UU Christians who, for decades,
have kept the work and spirit of
Christianity alive in our liberal religion.
People's library also owrldumanist
Weice®i® WnpagianfUniverdalism and

3

IS

8

-

=

Universalism

Perhaps this will result in additional progress?

Ch ot

u


http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ba9ac22a13-widening
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Mindfulness and Meditation Family Fun Night

| offered a Mindfulness and Meditation class on Thursflay Friday March 2nd 6:08:30 PM
nights in February. | was very surprised that 45 peoplé Peopleds Church C¢lmmons
registered for the class and that very few of those folk$ o ] )
were from Peopleds Chur c|hllagesgreinvied o Rring apallack,dish to pags a
viral on Facebook and there was much demand. your favorite board game to join in this evening of fe|
lowship.

~

(0]

The class SEssIons gnded up going so well that_folks "Prhe Religious Education Committee is excited to be
guested a continuation of the class. Because mmdfulneg

and meditation have been so transformative in my life 5st|ng this fun night designed to help people make

past few years, | feel a calling to share the richness th ?nnectlons and have fun together.
have gained from these spiritual practices. Consequerrty;

| am going to continue to offer an opportunity to meet YOUTH ACTIVITIES
once a month to continue in mindfulness and meditation

practice together on the third Thursday of each month Bake Sales - March 4 & 18 - after church
from 6:067:30 in room 19 through May. The youth are raising funds to go on an end of the yeg
youth trip. Bring a few bucks and your appetites.

Anyone who is interested is invited to participate. We March 9 - 5:00 PM Youth Sleepover

will continue with time spent in sitting meditation, both ) high school youth are invited to participate in this fn
guided and in silence as well as experiencing some MiRgnt where we will begin our spring project to work or

fulness exercises and teachings. One of the goals of thigeating National Wildlife Federation certified wildlife
class is to provide a variety of tips and techniques to helgyitat areas on our church grounds.

participants incorporate mindfulness and meditation into
their lives as regu|ar practices_ March 11 - Youth Group, 12:30 -2:30, Room L -2

All 9-12th graders are invited to participate in the fun!
The more frequently and consistently | sit in meditation, March16-18 - Middle School Election CON

the better | am able to navigate my life with more skill L Lo
and ease. Right now, I try to sit for an hour each morni'rA|‘<_|;I 6, 7 & 8th graders are invited to this district ~
youth con held at Peop|l eds

but realistically, | sit for an hour about four mornings a o _ .
week and somewhere between ten and 30 minutes thefound at this link: http://peopleschurch.net/religioys
other days. Truthfully this practice has transformed myeducation/middleschootelectionrcon-march16-18/

=i

life and | am excited to share it with others. World Religion Field Trips
One of the gifts of my last contract negotiation was gairT—0 d b rl '2 ng b g me Fe E) L uarylo :[5 3 |
ing two weeks of study leave in my contract this year. 12 grade you visjte

am planning to take the last week of March off of my regj?d Kalamazoo Valley Family Church. In March, ye

ular work tasks in order to step back and do some deep  @re studying Islam and hope to visit the Kalamazqo
study and spiritual practice. Islamic Center.

I dondot think |1 6ve ever t; -
church year when | wasnot
help in understanding when | do not respond to emails ¢
voice mails that week.

| hope to use some of the time that week to deepen into| .
my spiritual practice, read and write. Shortly after | re- g
turn, Rachel will leave for maternity leave and my respo £
sibilities will increase for a few months. | offer much gratge

itude that | am granted this time for study leave.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
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OEnough
March 14, March

News and Notices

I si &un ComtplActions Planned for

News & Views

24, & April 20

Students are banding together across the United this event include student survivors of the

States to advocate for gun control legislation.
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School junior
Cameron Kasky summed up their message

during an emotional rally sponsored by survivors

of the February 14 massacre in Parkland, Florig
OMy message to the pe
either with us or against us. We are losing our
l' i ves while the adult

They are part of a growing movement of young
people across the country who are taking actior

on gun violence. These include a group of seven the community to engage in acts of protest in
and around their schools. Participants are ask¢d

Kalamazoo Central High School students who

| aunched a Change. org
Fighting Guns Since A
state and federal representatives to pass
comprehensive and responsible gun control
policy. As of February 19, that petition had
garnered close to 65,000 signatures. To sign th
petition, go to Change.org and type in Students
Fighting Guns Since A

In addition to the Kalamazoo student petition,
other actions include:

March 14, 2018, Enough! National School
Walkout: This event is the brainchild of
EMPOWER, the Woman's March youth branch,
and will take place exactly one month after the
shooting at Majory Stoneman Douglas High
School It's scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. in eve
time zone and last for 17 minut@sone for each
victim who lost their life in the massacre. For
information go to theEnough! National School:
Walkout Facebook Page

March 24, 2018, March For Our Lives: Students
will rally in Washington D.C and in local

communities across the country to demand
action from our leaders and fight for an Americg
that is free from gun violence. Organizers for

0 Publie EducatiorosktfFridayeApril 20; 8a3dprv g

s ondhe eay pdrkany therl@h aamversany df thé

d eommumity. VExamplésdncludérsist teackins| |

at school to show their determination to protect

Majory Stoneman Douglas High School shooti
For information go to theMarch for Our Lives
Facebook page

a:April 20, 2018, Day of Action: The Network for
as a Day of Action, calling for protests at schog

deadly shootings at Colorado’'s Columbine Hig

=4

g.

7

-

School. Organizers are urging teachers, familig¢s,

students, administrators and every member of

o ereafe Actiomathat works hest oh theirt s

walkouts and marches. One creative action ca
for an elementary teacher who suggested that
teachers and parents link arms around the

children. For more information, go to the
d Nektwrk for\Wabhc& ducation Facebook page

Save the Date fi
2018 Peace & Nature Camp

Peace and Nature Camp is a eneek day
camp at Peopl eds GIHur
June 1822, 9am-4pm, and is open to all
children #12 years old. Registration will open
ryin April.

S
ne

0


https://www.facebook.com/events/1767175080245694/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1767175080245694/
https://www.facebook.com/marchforourlives/
https://www.facebook.com/marchforourlives/
https://www.facebook.com/events/773137909560145/

