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February 4
“Flow”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
This month, we will be exploring Taoism in worship. Wu wei, which is translated
as “non-action,” “spontaneity” or “acting from the core of one’s being” is one of
the highest virtues in Taoism. Water metaphors are often used to describe it.
“There is nothing in the world more soft and weak than water,” yet for attacking
things that are hard and strong there is nothing that surpasses it.” writes Lao-Tse,
the founder of philosophical Taoism. Rev. Rachel will explore how we might
incorporate the wisdom of water, spontaneity, and flow into our lives.
February 11 “The Pleasures of a Fish and Other Stories”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
The Zhuangzi (sometimes written in English as Chuang-tzu) is one of the core texts
of Taoism, based on the teachings of a sage that lived in the 3rd century BCE. The
text contains stories and anecdotes that one scholar describes as ‘a ramble into
the unexpected, the unpredictable, and the unknown—a piñata of paradox and
parody and parable and wit, just waiting to be cracked open by childlike joy.’ This
Sunday, Rev. Rachel will share some of these stories and lift up what they might
have to teach us.
February 18
“Privilege & Possibility”
J. Barrett Lee
The #MeToo movement is giving contemporary society an
opportunity to have a long-overdue conversation about rape
culture, toxic masculinity, and male privilege. How can men join
this conversation as allies to “affirm and promote justice, equity,
and compassion in human relations”?
J. Barrett Lee is a former Presbyterian minister and current Episcopal
layperson. He works as a full-time caregiver for his family in Kalamazoo. He is married
to Rev. Sarah Schmidt-Lee, Pastor of Faith Formation at First Congregational Church
(UCC).
February 25
“Stay Woke”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg and the SJCC
If you are working to stay present in the world - interacting with others with care,
compassion, and kindness; advocating and acting on issues of justice locally and in
our world - feelings of heartbreak and overwhelm often come. How do we
acknowledge these feelings, respect our needs, yet stay engaged in the works of
love and justice? In this service, organized by Rev. Rachel and the Social Justice
Coordinating Committee, a few People’s people will share about the spiritual,
emotional, physical and intellectual work they do to stay woke, stay present, and
stay engaged.
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.

Page 2

News and Notices

News & Views

Silent Auction—Building Community One Bid at a Time
We invite you to participate in our annual Silent
Auction (formerly the Service Auction), an
opportunity to offer and bid on services and items
donated by People’s people. Join us as we build
community one bid at a time by sharing our talents
and treasures and raising money for the church.

We are now soliciting your contributions to benefit
our church (and hoping to have them in by
February 7). “What can I offer?” you may wonder.
In the past People’s people have donated a wide
range of services and products for auction including
homemade seasonal pies; a poetry brunch; an ice
cream party; cooking lessons; dinner, sunset,
and a boat ride on Lake Michigan; child care; voice
lessons; pizza party; tax preparation assistance;
framed photographs; original art; perennials;
he-man labor; dog sitting/walking; leaf removal;
a weekend excursion to a lake house up north
or a Florida condominium, etc. You get the idea.

If you value it, someone else will too and they’ll be
willing to bid on it (with proceeds to benefit our
church). Many of these activities also bring people
closer together and work to build community.
You will be hearing from us soon if you previously
provided a donation and we hope you can
contribute again. If you haven’t participated in the
auction in the past and have a donation to offer,
please see Michael Nassaney or fill out an Auction
Offer form available in the foyer. Remember,
you are not limited in the number of donations
you can provide.
We have made some minor adjustments to
streamline the auction process this year. We will
begin advertising your offering in our online
catalog and in the church this month. You can bid
on all the wonderful services and goods by using
the bid sheets posted on the walls all around the
church and in the commons (look around a little—
you’ll find them like a treasure hunt). The bidding
will close at 10:45 am before the church
service on Sunday, February 25 and culminate
with a potluck lunch immediately after. You can
check out any time after the service. We are
looking for helpers to assist with set-up, clean-up,
and other activities on Feb. 25. Thank you in
advance for your interest and support! We’re
hoping to increase participation over last year’s
event, so if you haven’t donated or attended in the
past, by all means plan to do so this year.

Legacy Giving at People’s Church
After church on February 18, we are going to hold a discussion of legacy giving options at People’s
Church. This will be an informational gathering where you can explore the wide range of options
that exist today. If you have wondered what charitable gift annuities and IRA distributions are, this is
the meeting for you! The UUA’s “Wake Now Our Vision” matching fund campaign will also be
discussed. If you have any experience or questions about legacy or planned giving, please come and
share with the rest of us. Friendly expertise will be provided by People’s Church members Megan
Reynolds, Jeff VanderStraaten and Allan Hunt.
A light lunch will be provided. Please let Allan know if you plan to attend (leave message at 269-3722033 or hahunt@gmail.com).
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Next Membership Orientation
Sunday, February 11, Room 9
If you are considering becoming a member of People's Church, or just want
more information about Unitarian-Universalism, sign up for the Newcomer
Orientation being offered February 11, 12:30 - 2:30. Our Minister, our Director
of Religious Education, and representatives of key committees will be present.
Sign-up sheets are on the table in the foyer. A light lunch and child care are
provided.

Mindfulness and Meditation,

Widening Our Welcome:

Thursdays in February, 6-7:30 pm
Room 19
Led by Diane Melvin

Second Service Information Session
Sunday, February 4, 12:15 pm
People's Church has done a LOT of growing!
Everyone is invited to a presentation in The
Commons on February 4th following the Sunday
Service where we can learn about our size as a
congregation and share ideas for how to grow
from here. This is only the start of a series of
conversations about little changes we can make to
accommodate our expanding numbers. There will
be light refreshments and childcare provided.

Child Dedication Ritual
Sunday, February 11
The February 11 service will include a child
dedication ritual. A child dedication ritual is our
Unitarian Universalist ritual for celebrating the
children in our community
and promising to support
them and their families
as they learn and grow.
If your family would like to
participate (and you
haven’t made this known
already), please contact
Rev. Rachel. If your family
would like to participate in
a child dedication ritual
but February 11 doesn’t
work for you, please let Rev. Rachel know and she
will work with you to schedule one.

This class includes:







An introduction to mindfulness and exercises
designed to adopt this way of being into
everyday life
An introduction to meditation and time sitting
in silent meditation each session
Mindful art activities including Zen Tangles,
gratitude mandalas and making mala beads
A variety of guided meditations and mindful
eating and mindful walking practices
A folder with handouts and resources for each
registered participant

Teaching influences and resources include
materials from Pema Chodron, Tara Brach, Jack
Kornfield, Sakyong, Mipham Rimpoche, Thich
Nhat Hanh, Traleg Kyabgon Rimpoche and Jon
Kabat-Zinn.

While each class
builds on the previous,
you may still attend if
you need to miss
sessions. Childcare
available upon request.
To register, contact
Diane Melvin at 269-686-6031 or
re@peopleschurch.net.
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Getting to Know People’s People By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Mary Montgomery Clifford
Mary Montgomery Clifford has
been attending People’s since
the summer of 2016. She was
raised a Catholic, and three of
her father’s sisters were nuns.

These women were and
continue to be strong role
models for her; however,
experiences in junior high and
high school led her to leave the
Catholic church.
“In 7th grade I suddenly felt from the depth of my
being that God did not care what religion we were
nor whether we believed in god or not,” Mary said.
“All that matters is our love for one another.
“When I was a sophomore in high school I
questioned the doctrine that says a non-baptized
child goes to Limbo,” Mary said. “I was branded as a
heretic by our religious teacher.”
“I left the church but continued to be spiritual but
not religious,” Mary said. ”It was several years before
I joined another community of faith.
“A soul sister and her husband had joined the
Unitarian Church in Oak Park, Il. I had gone there
occasionally but was involved with another
community of faith, one that doesn’t have a branch
near the South Haven area where I live.” (Mary
recently moved to South Haven from Chicago.)

Mary says she cherry picks her spiritual wisdom from
many sources and traditions and finds it in
meditation and mantras, for example; and she has
started a blog - (SpiritualTravelerGuides.com)
Mary said, “By launching Spiritual Traveler Guides, I
am inviting fellow travelers to not only come along
on my spiritual journeys, but also to be inspired to
embark on spiritual journeys of their own. My goal is
not only to provide that inspiration, but also to
provide like-minded souls with the practical guidance
and resources that will help them incorporate the
spiritual and transformative into every journey that
they take.
“My spiritual philosophy can be summarized in this
quote from Elizabeth Gilbert’s book, Eat, Pray, Love:
‘I think you have every right to cherry-pick when it
comes to moving your spirit and finding peace in
God. I think you are free to search for any metaphor
whatsoever which will take you across the worldly
divide whenever you need to be transported or
comforted.’”
Mary has been a volunteer for the Holiday bazaar
and makes healthy donations to People’s and to the
variety of causes featured here.

Mary searched on line and found the People’s Church
website and started attending some of the summer
services.

Asked what she would like to see happen at
People’s, Mary said, “I know we are encouraged to
stay to mix and mingle after church, but it isn’t very
inviting the way it is set up.” She suggested having
food contributions and tables where folks can sit and
chat after church. And she says the monthly potlucks
are great, but she would like to see folks make more
of an effort to make sure visitors and newer
members like her feel included during such events.

“I was already an admirer of the Unitarian principles
and philosophy,” Mary said. “I was looking for a
community of faith that is liberal, accepting of other
traditions and dedicated to the principles of justice
and fairness. I was impressed by the programs
offered at People’s.”

Mary, 69, is a semi-retired journalist, columnist and PR
consultant, who combines her writing and travels with
spiritual adventures. She has a stepson, two
grandchildren and many loving friends and extended
family.
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Special Collections

ISAAC Task-Forces

Our January Special Collection for Open Doors
garnered $1625 . Thanks to everyone who
contributed!

ISAAC is currently launching 3 new task forces to
address local social justice issues selected by the
community.
You are welcome to attend these meetings and get
involved if interested:
 Housing – 1st Mondays of the month,
5:30-7:00pm at St. Luke’s church
 Poverty – 4th Tuesdays of the month,
6:30-8pm at St. Luke’s church
 Racism – 3rd Tuesdays of the month,
6:30-8pm at St. Luke’s church

The Special Collection for February will be for Black
Lives of Unitarian Universalism. Please see the article
on page 6 for more information about the cause.

Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation
People's is a member of ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy for
Advocacy and Action in the Community), an interfaith
organizing network of congregations and strategic
partners working together to build a more just
community (https://
isaackalamazoo.org/). ISAAC is
partnering with several other local
organizations in the Truth, Racial
Healing and Transformation (TRHT)
initiative funded by the Kellogg
Foundation. TRHT initiatives are
being launched in 14 locations in the
US. In Kalamazoo, THRT is hosted by the Kalamazoo
Community Foundation (https://www.facebook.com/
kalfound/).
TRHT “is a comprehensive, national and communitybased process to plan for and bring about
transformational and sustainable change, and to
address the historic and contemporary effects of
racism. It seeks to unearth and jettison the deeply held,
and often unconscious, beliefs created by racism—the
main one being the belief in a ‘hierarchy of human
value’. The TRHT Framework and process will help
communities heal and produce actionable change. The
TRHT Framework consists of five areas, and the first
two: Narrative Change and Racial Healing and
Relationship Building, are foundational pillars for all
TRHT work. And, the remaining three areas are
Separation, the Law and Economy.” https://
www.wkkf.org/what-we-do/racial-equity/truth-racialhealing-transformation

Center for Transformation
The Center for Transformation, a locally based
prisoner reentry program which supports recent
parolees as they reestablish themselves in society,
has begun plans for adding an evening support
group for parolees who have day jobs. This is an
exciting expansion of offering for this endeavor,
which has had the backing of People's for many
years. Look for exciting success stories in the next
News and Views.

Box Tops
Have you noticed the little BOX TOP coupons
found on various grocery items you buy? Beginning
next Sunday you will find a container in the foyer
into which you can deposit these coupons.
They will be redeemed by Lincoln, our partner in
education, to augment their supplies and teacher
needs. Please start clipping them and bringing them
to church. This is an
EXCELLENT project
for our children
to participate in our
connection with
a local school.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
meets the second Tuesday of each month at
3:00 p.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.
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Green Spot
Palmer Memorial Nature Sanctuary
The Palmer Memorial Nature Sanctuary is
maintained by the Michigan Nature
Association (MNA), and is located west of
Schoolcraft. Its land was donated by the
Palmer Family; Reverend Palmer was
minister at People's Church from 19341956. This land provides a great place to
hike, learn, and practice stewardship.
A large part of the sanctuary is a fen. A fen
is a nutrient-rich wetland whose water
source is groundwater seeps and springs.
Fens are important habitats since they
include a disproportionate number of rare
and endangered species. MNA staff and
volunteers help to maintain the Palmer Fen.
Invasive species threaten the natural mix of
native plants and animals, so several times
each year work is done to help eradicate
the invasive plants, including selective
application of herbicide and controlled
burning.
People's Church volunteers have taken trips
to the fen for the past several years. Some
of these were hikes led by MNA staff, and
these were always fun and informative. The
hikes start in a woods with large, beautiful
trees, cross a stream, and move into the
wetlands. During the last several winters,
we met with MNA staff to help eradicate
glossy buckthorn, which tends to take over
and leave less room for native plant species.

MNA has made some staff changes recently,
but we hope other outings will be set up for
later this year. You are welcome to join
the fun! There are no formal trails, so the
walking can be muddy and challenging in
places, but the learning, fun, and important
work make it all worthwhile. Be on the
lookout for information on hikes and
workdays at the Palmer Memorial Nature
Sanctuary!

News & Views

Race Matters
The Promise and Practice of Our Faith:
The Quick History of a Broken UU Promise
“The Promise and the Practice of Our Faith Campaign is our
opportunity to take the lead as a faith denomination in
addressing our history of upholding white supremacy. Together,
we can collectively work to dismantle it and amend a long broken
promise to the Black Lives within our Association.”
These words come from Black Lives UU and the UUA
about the Promise and the Practice of Our Faith Campaign.
They ask us to fulfil a promise made
50 years ago to support Black
empowerment and goals financially,
a promise that sadly was not kept
in the intervening years.
What was this promise and why do we revisit it now, so
many years later? It is a complicated story and I can only
layout the bare bones here.
1967 saw over 150 riots in Black communities due
to poverty, inequality and police brutality. In response,
the UUA’s Department of Social Responsibility called an
emergency conference on the “UU Response to the Black
Rebellion.” One hundred thirty five participants from
churches across the country met in Baltimore: only 37 are
Black. Soon after the meeting began, 30 of the 37 walk out
and form a separate group, the Black Unitarian Caucus,
They returned to the larger group with a set of demands.
These include the creation of a Black Affairs Council and
funding for 4 years at $250,000.00 a year. The money
would be used for grants to be given to Black communities
to secure political and economic rights, fund education and
cultural programs and to explore what it means to be a
Black UU.
The demands were agreed to by the Conference members.
The UUA board did not follow suit. Instead the board
voted to reorganize the Commission on Religion and Race
to include more non-white members. After the
assassination of Martin Luther King in 1968, GA delegates
voted to form the BAC and fund it from the association
budget. The BAC received their first installment of
$250,000.
A new UUA president was elected in 1969.. He called for
BAC to be funded from voluntary campaigns rather than the
Article Continued on Page 9
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Anti-Racism

Family Fun Night

I am currently participating in Doing Our Own Work,
an anti-racism training for white people. This training is
designed to aid white people in doing our own work of
educating ourselves, holding each other accountable and
practicing the skills of interrupting racism as we seek to
become more effective anti-racist allies.

Friday, March 2nd, 6:00-8:30 PM
People’s Church Commons

Working with twenty other participants, we spent the
first two days of this training steeped in examining the
history of racism in this country and examining the many
challenges of dismantling the white supremacist culture
in which we are all steeped. I am reminded once again of
the insidiousness of this oppressive system and the vital
importance of this work.

All ages are invited to bring a potluck dish to pass
and your
favorite board
game to join in
this evening of
fellowship.
The Religious
Education Committee is excited to be hosting
this fun night designed to help people make
connections and have fun together.
Sign up in the foyer if you plan to come.

For the first time, the national White Privilege
Conference will be held in Grand Rapids this April.
Participation in this conference can provide a valuable
White Privilege Conference
opportunity to learn, grow and change. This year’s
April 4-7, 2018, Grand Rapids, MI
theme is Understanding, Respecting and Connecting and
whiteprivilegeconference.com
the aim is to provide a challenging, collaborative and
comprehensive experience designed to empower and
Middle School Students (Grades 6-8)
equip individuals to work for equity and justice through Wednesday, April 4th
A basic 1 Day Exploration of White Privilege, and an
self and social transformations.

They also have specific Youth Institute and Youth
Action Project which strives for these outcomes:
“See-Name-Act…PROCEED”
 Students will SEE and be fully aware of the multiple
manifestations of white supremacy, white privilege, and other
forms of oppression.
 Students will have the courage and confidence to NAME
white supremacy, white privilege, and other forms of
oppression.
 Students will ACT by taking effective, creative, and urgent
measures to dismantle white supremacy, white privilege, and
other forms of oppression.
 Students will PROCEED as leaders, planting ongoing seeds
of change

If you or your teen have any interest in participating in
this excellent conference please check out the link
below. Nadine Godin-Nassaney and Carolyn Heineman
can answer any questions you may have.
May we work together to build a beloved community of
peace, justice and love that values all members equally.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

introduction to tools for dismantling “-isms” associated with
White Supremacy.
High School Students (Grades 9-12)
Wednesday, April 4th
1-Day Exploration of White Privilege, manifestations of white
supremacy, and an introduction to tools for dismantling “isms” associated with White Supremacy. Youth will create
their own methods to address white privilege in their schools
and communities and engage in engaging dialogue
Youth Action Project
3-Day Conference for High School (Grades 9-12)
Students will experience a more in-depth and internal
reflection of white privilege. Students will work to connect
their individual experiences to their enhanced analysis of how
systems of institutional racism operate within the United
States of America through:
 Leadership Activities
 Mastery of key terms: white supremacy, white privilege,
oppression, ally, racism
 Ethnic affinity groups
 Youth friendly film viewing with adult allies
 Individual and group reflection
 Regional action planning
 Youth led dialogue
 Arts based break-outs
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World Religions: Taoism
Tuesday February 20, 1:30pm and 7pm
Room 19
Our explorations of world religions continues this
month with Taoism. To prepare for
the class, please read a chapter in a
world religious text about Taoism.
Send any particular questions you want
answered to Rev. Rachel in advance.
(Childcare is available upon request.)

Study Group

News & Views

Discussion Group
Upcoming Topics
February 3: "Marriage on the Decline?"
February 17: "Fake News”
The Discussion Group meets the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays on the month in Room 6/7. Topics are
chosen by participants, with input from the group.
All are welcome. If you'd like to get on the email
list to receive background readings in advance,
contact Pat Nelson, patnelson@btc-bci.com.

Monday, February 26, 7:30pm
The Study Group will be meeting next on Monday,
February 26 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 18. We will be
discussing the book Daring Democracy: Igniting
Power, Meaning, and Connection for the America We
Want, by Frances Moore Lappe and
Adam Eichen. This book is one of the
two common reads of the Unitarian
Universalist Association for the 20172018 church year. The book outlines
steps to revitalize American democracy
and better meet human needs. The
Study Group meets monthly to discuss
a variety of books, dealing with religious, philosophical,
historical and scientific issues of common interest.
Please come and participate in our group, and help
decide what we will discuss next! For more
information, contact Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org,
or 269-806-1904.

New People’s Church Video
The Membership/Connections Committee would like
to create a new People's Church video to use in our
Newcomer Orientation. We're looking for volunteers
willing to be videotaped who have a message to share
about why you decided to join this church; what made
you feel connected here; what is it about the church
which has proven valuable to you... or anything else you
think someone who's considering joining the church
would like to hear. The committee will be editing for
short clips to include in a 4-5 minute final production.
If you might be interested, please contact committee
secretary, Pat Nelson at 269-521-6063 or
patnelson@btc-bci.com.

The Library Corner
Healthy Aging; a Lifelong Guide to Your
Physical and Spiritual Well-Being is a
unique book by Dr. Andrew Weil that
draws on the science of biogerontology
as well as the secrets of longevity.
Although aging is an
irreversible process,
there are myriad things
we can do to keep our
minds and bodies in
good working order
through all phases of
life. In Healthy Aging a
combination of
traditional and
nontraditional
approaches to health and healthy living
are presented with details on learning to
eat right, separating myth from fact about
the would-be elixirs of life extension,
techniques for exercise, breathing, and
stress-management, as well as
understanding the science behind the
aging process and keeping a record of
your life lessons for loved ones.
Presently displayed on top of the library
shelving, the book will later be found
under its call number 612.67 We.
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Discussion Group for Parents
of Young Children
Tuesdays, February 6 & 20, 10:00 a.m.

A daytime, weekday discussion group for
parents and caregivers of
small children is now
meeting on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays of the month at
10:00 am in Room 19.
Nursery and childcare is
available, and babies and
small children are welcome. Please contact Zoë
Valette (zoevalette@gmail.com) with questions.

Talking Pots
Tuesday, February 6, 3:00 p.m.
Talking Pots could use a few more volunteers this
month. Talking Pots is a group of folks
that enjoys collaborative cooking with
the added bonus of preparing a meal
for The Open Door Shelter. The first
Tuesday of each month, 4 or 5 of us
meet in the People’s Kitchen to chop,
mix and stir ingredients for a delicious dinner. New
members and friends are always welcome. If you
would like to join us, please sign up on the sheet in the
foyer. No expertise is required; no shopping for items
is necessary, no long term commitment is
expected. Just sign up and show up Tuesday afternoon
at 3:00 PM for fun and good conversation. For more
information contact Molly Fairbanks at 269-353-2057.

Happy Hour Gathering
Tuesday, February 13, 5:30 p.m.
We will continue to have a family-friendly
gathering on the second-Tuesday of
the month at One Well Brewing from
5:30-8:30pm. Drop in when you can
for friendly conversation, food and
drinks, and an opportunity to play one
of the dozens of board games they
have available. In addition to their
impressive collection of board games, they have
an area specifically set up for preschoolers and
little kids to play. We'll try to sit at the tables
closest to the kids' area.
http://onewellbrewing.com/
4213 Portage St in Kalamazoo

Book Club
Thursday, February 8, 1:30 p.m.
Anything is Possible by Elizabeth Strout will be
reviewed by Mary Lewis at our
next meeting. We'll meet at
Friendship Village, Room B-1.
Newcomers are always welcome.
Copies of a flyer with all monthly
selections for this church year
(selected at an annual summer
meeting) are available in the foyer.
This group leans toward quality
fiction.

Special Collection—Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism...continued from Page 6

association budget. Later in the year, a large deficit led to a reduction in the money given to BAC that year and
the following three as the time to pay was stretched to five. The Black Affairs Council disaffiliated from the UUA
to raise money.
In 1970, GA delegates defeated a motion to restore full funding to BAC. The following year delegates approved
a resolution to set up a fund for Racial Justice work. When this fund received $250,000 raised by the North
Shore Unitarian church in 1972, the money did not all go to BAC. Instead, they received $180,000; the rest of
the money was earmarked for another racial justice group and other racial justice activities.
The BAC and the BAWA both disbanded in the next years. No further funds were distributed in the name of
BAC for the grants they wanted covered. That was the promise made and not kept. Now, many years later we
have a chance to keep that promise. The special collection on February 11, will be earmarked for Black Lives UU
for that purpose. I hope you consider giving.
—Cary Betz-Williams
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Please Return Bazaar Yard Signs
If you took a yard sign to
publicize the Holiday Bazaar,
please bring it back to the church
office so we can use it again next
year. Thank you.

July 12-15, 2018, Sturgis, Michigan
“Hiking the trails, singing by the campfire, playing
games … all childhood camp fun. But this camp and
retreat is not just for kids — it’s for people of all
ages. Make connections, build friendships and experience nature together as a family — with other
families, youth and adults — in an environment
where diverse religious, spiritual and theological
perspectives are welcomed and celebrated. With
programs for children drawing upon the natural
environment, workshops for adults and youth on
spiritual practices, multigenerational worship, and
fun group activities such as canoeing, archery,
s'mores around a campfire and popcorn popped in
a kettle over an open fire—all with a variety of accommodations from to dormitory-style lodging or
hotel-like rooms in the Retreat Center. Tent and
RV camping is also available at nearby Amigo Park.

Registration is now open at www.chalicesparx.org
Day

Date

Thursday

February 1

Saturday
Sunday

"The Humanities in the Age of
Demagoguery" A talk by David Denby
The results of the presidential election of 2016 and the
months after the Presidential inauguration suggest that
the habits of mind ideally inculcated by
both the humanities (an appreciation of
human complexity, a respect for observed
and imaginative truth, moral intelligence)
and the sciences (respect for observable
evidence and experimental trial) have not
really taken hold in a large part of the
country. Public discourse has been
poisoned by the politically opportunistic
abandonment of observable truth and moral reasoning.
How has this situation come about? Are the humanities,
including serious reading at all levels of education and
later life, capable of exerting some check on these
tendencies? Or are we lost in an age of ideology in which
any truth claims are absurd?

Event

Time

Place

Committee on Ministry
Organ Practice
Mindfulness and Meditation Class (Diane Melvin)
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
The Commons
Room 19
Room 12
The Commons

February 3

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Room 6/7

February 4

Sunday Service: “Flow” Rev. Rachel Longberg
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee
Widening Our Welcome

10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.

The Commons
Room L1

12:30p.m.

The Commons

Tuesday

February 6

Discussion Group for Parents of Young Children
Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Meditation for Clarity & Insight (Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Meet at church
Kitchen
Room 9

Wednesday

February 7

Board Meeting
Medicine Wheel

6:00p.m.`
7:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

February 8

Organ Practice
Book Group
Mindfulness and Meditation Class (Diane Melvin)
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Friendship Village, B-1
Room 19
Room 12
The Commons
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Calendar

Day

Date

Event

Time

Place

Saturday

February 10

Religious Education Mini-Retreat

12:30-3:00p.m.

Room 9

Sunday

February 11

Silent Auction begins
Special Collection for Black Lives UU
Sunday Service: “The Pleasures of a Fish and Other 10:45a.m.
Stories” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Membership Orientation
12:30p.m.
Youth Group
12:30p.m.

Church hallways
The Commons
Room 9
Room L2

Tuesday

February 13

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee
Happy Hour Gathering
Meditation for Clarity & Insight (Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
5:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse
One Well Brewing
Room 9

Wednesday

February 14

Stewardship Committee

7:00p.m.

Room L1

Thursday

February 15

Organ Practice
Mindfulness and Meditation Class (Diane Melvin)
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 19
Room 12
The Commons

Saturday

February 17

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

Room 6/7

Sunday

February 18

Sunday Service: “Privilege & Possibility”
J. Barrett Lee
Legacy Giving Workshop
Chalice Circle

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.
3:00p.m.

Room 9
Room 18

Monday

February 19

Archives Committee
Newsletter Deadline
Green Sanctuary

10:00a.m.
12:00p.m.
4:45p.m.

Room 13
news@peopleschurch.net
Room L1

Tuesday

February 20

Discussion Group for Parents of Young Children
Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
World Religions Class
Meditation for Clarity & Insight (Jewel Heart)

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
1:30 & 7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1
Room 19
Room 9

Wednesday

February 21

Religious Education Committee
Membership Committee

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 9
Room L1

Thursday

February 22

Organ Practice
Mindfulness and Meditation Class (Diane Melvin)
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 19
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

February 23

Newsletter Mailing

9:00 a.m.

Room 8

Fri.-Sun.

February 23-25 High School Social Justice CON

Sunday

February 25

Bloomington, IN

Sunday Service: “Stay Woke” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
and the Social Justice Coordinating Committee
People’s Potluck

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.

The Commons

Monday

February 26

Study Group

7:30p.m.

Room 18

Tuesday

February 27

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee
Meditation for Clarity & Insight

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1
Room 9

Wednesday

February 28

Executive Committee

7:00p.m.

Room 4

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

