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December 3, 10:45am “The Trees of the Dancing Goats:
An Intergenerational Service”
Join us as we retell The Trees of the Dancing Goats by Patricia Polacco. There will
be parts for everyone who wants to participate. The service will also include a
child dedication ritual and a celebration of our newest members. For this service,
all are invited to be in The Commons for the whole service, though the nursery
and the preschool classrooms will be opened and staffed for our youngest
children.
December 10, 10:45am “Stillness and Light: A Music
Service”
Join People’s Singers, People’s Ringers, and other People’s Church
musicians for this music-filled service. Music selections will include
holiday favorites and other pieces that capture the aspirations of
the season.

December 17, 10:45am “Are You Envious Because I am Generous?”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard, Jesus tells the story of a
landowner who pays some of his workers more than they deserve, causing other
workers to grumble. In this service, Rev. Rachel will explore this challenging
parable, which people have used to as justification for ideas as divergent as
economic justice, the power of God’s grace, the superiority of Christianity to
Judaism, and the universal salvation at the core of our Universalist forebearers’
faith.
December 24, 10:45am “The Longest Night” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
In this service, we will mark the winter solstice, the longest night of the year,
with song, story, ritual, and reflection.
December 24, 6:00pm “The (Re)Birth of Love: A
Christmas Eve Service” Rev. Rachel Lonberg and Rev.
Gy Ludvig-McCartney
In this lessons and carols style service, we will retell the
Christmas story in song, poetry and prose. In keeping with our
world religions focus this year, our sources will include Jewish
and Muslim tellings of the Christmas story. The service will end
with candlelight and “Peace, Peace/Silent Night.”
The December 31st service description is on Page 3.

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear Ones,
In the service on November
5, I invited People’s people
to start thinking about
adding another service.
I want to extend that
invitation to all of you
who might not have been
in The Commons that Sunday.
The reason to start considering this is that The
Commons is really full most Sundays. On average,
our seats are 82% full on Sundays—and the people
who study such things say that a worship space
feels too full when it’s 80% full. We do not have
room for all the people who want what People’s
Church has to offer. While this is a happy
problem—and you should take a moment to
congratulate yourselves for your role in creating
a community that people want to participate in—
it is a problem nonetheless.
The team leading this project is meeting this
month to figure out the best process for making
this decision. In the meantime, I invite you to start
imagining. One of the opportunities that comes
with adding a service is the possibility of doing
something different than we are currently doing,
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that might speak to some of our members—
and the people who aren’t here yet—in
powerful ways. If you were to design your ideal
worship service, what would it be like? Would it
have more music, less music or different music
than what we currently do? Would it have more
ritual, less ritual, or a shorter sermon? Would
there be time for small group conversation and
connection? Would there be more opportunity
for reflections from church members and youth?
What time would it happen?
Over the next month, in the midst of the
busyness that the December holidays and the
end of the year bring to so many of our lives,
I invite you to take a few minutes to reflect on
these questions. At the beginning of 2018, there
will be opportunities to share these ideas and
shape the service. (Or if you just can’t wait to
share your ideas, feel free to tell me now.)
My hope is that, whether we ultimately decide
to add a service or not, the conversations we
have together and the ideas we share will make
whatever future Sunday services we have richer
and more meaningful for those who participate
in them.
See you in church,
Rachel

Child Dedication Ritual,
Sunday, December 3
The December 3 service will include a child dedication ritual. A child
dedication ritual is our Unitarian Universalist ritual for celebrating the
children in our community and promising to support them and their
families as they learn and grow. If your family would like to participate
(and you haven’t made this known already), please contact Rev. Rachel.
If your family would like to participate in a child dedication ritual but
December 3 doesn’t work for you, please let Rev. Rachel know
(minister@peopleschurch.net) and she will work with you to schedule
one.
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Sunday Service—10:45 a.m.
Sunday, December 31
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

“Burning the Old Year: An Intergenerational Service”

On this New Year’s Eve, we will gather together to reflect on 2017 and participate
in a burning bowl ritual to rid ourselves of what we do not wish to carry with us
into 2018. We will also reflect on our growth and learning from 2017 and what
values and learnings we intend to carry with us into the new year. This is an
intergenerational service and all are invited to be with us in The Commons
for the whole service.

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee is pleased
to report the Special Collection taken November 12
for Burundian Unitarian Universalist refugees
amounted to $1,463.20. Thank you for supporting
these folks who have lost their homeland.
At the ISAAC Issues Convention last month three
challenges were chosen for the next two years of
action and advocacy—Poverty, Housing and Racism.
In our foyer you will find sign-up sheets for attending
initial organizing meetings to begin these important
community efforts. If one of these issues draws you
to action, please note the dates and times to sign up
and participate.
Recently Barb McCrea, a member of SJCC, and her
husband George moved from their long-time home
to a smaller apartment and had to downsize their
household goods—furniture, etc. She found that it
would have been helpful to have had a list of nonprofit places which accept such items and make them
available to folks who are in need. If you have had
occasion to use such a facility and are willing to share
that knowledge, Barb can be reached at
mepzorp@aol.com or (269) 342-4027.
Please remember the Loaves and Fishes barrel in the
lower lobby. Families are especially in need of basic
holiday fare at this time.

Special Collection for
Ministry with Community
Sunday, December 10
The collection on December 10th will be given to
Ministry with Community. This day-shelter agency
is open from 6:30 AM to 5:30 PM seven days a
week to provide a variety of services to those who
are homeless or have other needs. Breakfast and
lunch are served daily. People can use the laundry
facilities or take a shower. There is a computer lab
for those who are looking for work. Those who
don't have a phone or permanent address can use
the phone or have their mail sent there. The onsite
Loaves and Fishes food pantry provides emergency
food. Crisis intervention, short-term crisis
counseling, on-going personal counseling, life-skills
coaching, support groups and help for drug and
alcohol dependency are other services available.

Ministry with Community is a vital life-line for those
who don't have a home and are looking for ways to
improve their lives. This is your opportunity to
support the work they do.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
meets the second Tuesday of each month at
3:00 p.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.
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Green Spot
Citizen Science—
Join a Christmas Bird Count!
Each December and early January, birders help
record the numbers and species of birds in specific
areas by participating in a Christmas Bird Count
project that began in 1900. This information is
compiled to give researchers an idea of how many
birds there are and where they are. The long-term
data contributed by citizens helps scientists monitor
bird population trends and identify problems and,
hopefully, address them before species become
threatened.
People usually go out in teams that include an
experienced birder and others of varying experience
or ability. The emphasis is on fun! Although there
are opportunities to walk around, many observations
are made from cars. This means you can stay
relatively warm. Counts last all day, although
participants may join for half a day. Here are the
Christmas Bird Counts in our area, coordinated
by the Audubon Society of Kalamazoo and the
Kalamazoo Nature Center. If you’re interested in
joining a count, please call the compiler ahead
of time to let him or her know you’ll be there.
Contact information is listed below.
Kalamazoo County Bird Counts:
Kalamazoo, Saturday, December 30
Compiler, Russ Schipper, 269-375-7210 or
schipper.russ@gmail.com.
We meet at noon for a potluck lunch at
People’s Church at 1758 North 10th Street.
Bring a dish to pass and table service.
Hot tea and coffee will be provided.
Southern Kalamazoo County, Monday, January 1
Compiler Brenda Keith at 269-327-0671 or
birdsongbk@gmail.com
We meet at the Keiths’ at noon. Brenda
provides hot soup, beverages, and more.
Bring a dish to pass and/or your lunch.
Additional Bird Counts in the Area
Compiler, John Brenneman, at the Kalamazoo

Nature Center, 269-381-1574, ext. 30, or
jbrenneman@naturecenter.org
Saturday, December 16, Battle Creek
Monday, December 18, Dowagiac
Wednesday, December 27, Allegan State
Game Area
Wednesday, January 3, Gobles
The listed information was summarized from the
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo’s website, https://
kalamazooaudubon.org. To read more, go to the
event calendar and click on the December 30 listing.

Church Office Holiday Hours
The church office will be closed from
December 25 - January 1.

Christmas Eve Special Collection:
Minister’s Discretionary Funds of
People’s Church and Unitarian
Universalist Community Church
The minister’s discretionary fund support
People’s people at times when small amounts
of money can make a big difference. Over the
past few years, it has helped unemployed and
underemployed members with bills, helped
people in mental health crisis, paid co-pays for
much needed medical care, and paid for CON
registrations for youth who otherwise would
not be able to participate. Your continued
financial support will allow us to continue to
support one another in times of need.
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Here are some of the items discussed at the
November meeting of your Board of Trustees:

as part of the process for selecting new Board
members. As an interim step, for the rest of this
church year, we will be exploring with the Director
of Religious Education and the youth how the Board
can best benefit from a youth perspective on the
Board’s work.

• The Board adopted a covenant to help guide its
work, and in particular to help remind the Board of
its needed mission and spirt and working
relationships.

The full Board minutes are regularly posted on one
of the kiosks in the foyer. If you have any questions
or feedback or information for the Board, please
feel free to contact any Board member.

Notes from the November
Board Meeting

• The Board received an update from the
wordsmithing team that is drafting a “mission and
vision” statement for People’s Church, based on
various meetings and brainstorming last church year.
We anticipate that this draft will be presented to the
Board in December. One of the Board’s goals for
this year is bringing this mission and vision process to
a successful conclusion with congregational adoption
of a statement.
• The Board and Rev. Rachel discussed the process
for brainstorming possibilities for a second service.
This brainstorming and planning will kick into high
gear at the beginning of 2018.
• As part of the Board’s goal this year of increasing
social activities associated the church, we discussed
plans for the first such Board-encouraged activity, a
gathering that took place at One Well Microbrewery
on November 7.
• The Board engaged in a discussion with members of
the ARAOMC Committee of the church about how
to strengthen the church’s anti-racism work. The
Board agreed to take on learning how to articulate
what systemic/institutional racism is, in order to
support anti-racism work at the church. The Board
will be discussing specific next steps with the
ARAOMC Committee; we anticipate the Board
engaging in such anti-racism training together, and
developing plans for applying such training to the
church’s work.
• The Board approved having a non-voting Youth
Observer be invited to participate in meetings of the
Board. The Youth Observer would be a member of
the church. The Board anticipates that the Youth
Observer would be approved at the Annual Meeting

—Tim Bartik, President, Board of Trustees

The Library Corner
These new additions to the RE (children’s)
collection of People’s Church Library are
currently on top of the library shelves in the
lobby outside the Commons.
We’re All Wonders. R.J. Palacio. This is
based on the novel and movie “Wonder”.
Kaddish for Grandpa in Jesus’ Name Amen.
Catherine Stock
Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun: Having the
Courage to Be Who You Are. Maria
Dismondy
Do Unto Otters: a Book about Manners.
Laurie Keller
What to Do When It’s Not Fair: a Kid’s Guide
to Handling Envy and Jealousy. Jacqueline
Toner
In the Beginning There Was Joy: a Creation
Story for All Ages. Mathew Fox
What Do You Stand For?: a Kid’s Guide to
Building Character. Barbara A. Lewis
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Race Matters
Scholarship Opportunity for
“Doing Our Own Work”,
an antiracism workshop
for white people
Deadline December 8 !
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Announcing the 2018
People’s Church Service Auction

Plans are underway for our annual Service Auction.
“What is the Service Auction?” you might ask. It is an
opportunity to offer and bid on services provided by
People’s people, helps to build community by sharing
our talents, and raises some money for the church.
The Rev. Dr. Melanie Morrison will be holding her
intensive antiracism workshop for people who identify We will soon be soliciting your services to benefit our
church. “What can I offer?” you may wonder. In the
as white, Doing Our Own Work, here at People’s in
past People’s people have submitted for auction
early 2018. Although the workshop will be held in
homemade seasonal pies; a poetry brunch; an ice cream
our building, it is not a church-sponsored event.
party;
We have, however, been given the gift of 2 full-time
cooking
equivalent scholarships for this workshop to be used
lessons;
by our members.
dinner,
sunset, and
So, we’ve decided to offer a lottery for any members
a boat ride
who might be interested in attending this workshop
(more details below). We can use the scholarship to on Lake
Michigan;
pay 100% of the tuition for 2 people, or 50% for 4
child care
people.
services;
voice
And, of course, all who are able to pay their own
lessons; tax preparation assistance; framed
$475 tuition are also invited to register. Please note
photographs; he-man labor; dog sitting/walking;
that attendance at all 6 sessions is mandatory, so
please check your schedules carefully before entering a weekend excursion to a lake house up north or
a Florida condominium, etc. You get the idea. If you
the lottery or registering.
value it, someone else will too and they’ll be willing to
pay for it (with proceeds to benefit our church). We’ll
Deadline for entering the scholarship lottery is
be contacting you in early January if you previously
December 8, so please act quickly if you’re
offered a service. If you haven’t participated in the
interested.
auction in the past and have a service to offer, please
see Michael Nassaney or fill out an Auction Offer Form,
About the Workshop
Doing Our Own Work is an intensive seminar for white soon to be available in the foyer.
people who seek to deepen their commitment to
Here’s how it will work again this year. We will begin
confronting white privilege and challenging racism in
all its forms. It seeks to help us better understand the advertising your offering in our online catalog and on a
bid sheet in the church beginning in January. You can
four realms of racism and change: personal,
interpersonal, institutional, and cultural. You can read bid on all the wonderful services and goods by using the
bid sheets posted on the walls all around the church
more detail at http://www.alliesforchange.org/
(look around a little—you’ll find them like a treasure
programs.html#DOOW.
hunt). The auction will close before our service on
Sunday, February 25 and culminate with a potluck lunch
The workshop will be held over a total of 6 days,
after church when we’ll announce the winners. We are
on Fridays and Saturdays on the following dates:
also looking for helpers to assist with set-up, clean-up,
January 19-20, February 16-17, and March 23-24.
and other activities on Feb. 25. Thank you in advance
for your interest and support! We’re hoping to
To enter, or for questions
Please contact Carolyn Heineman if you wish to enter increase participation over last year’s event, so if you
the scholarship lottery, or if you have other questions. haven’t attended or offered a service in the past, by all
means plan to do so this year.
carolynheineman@aol.com or 269-547-7113.
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Bazaar Congratulations and Thanks
With the support and help of our whole church
community, the 16th People's Church Fine Art Sale
& Holiday Bazaar was our most successful ever.
About 650 people shopped with us in a beautiful
event that involved the majority of our members,
middle and high school youth, and friends. After
deducting for expenses, we estimate the event will
yield about $15,000 to support our church program.
Many relationships were forged during this work we
do together, and 30 local artisans had a successful
day supporting their work. Congratulations and
thanks to all.

Special thanks to our leaders and workers in each
area of the Bazaar:
1. Choppers, dough-makers, assemblers, bakers and
wrappers of our signature pasties with inexhaustible
and cheerful leadership of Bob Friedel.
2. Artist recruitment, coordination and management
under the new and successful duo of Emily Sipsma
and Susan Stafford.
3. Marketing and promotion to all corners of our
county led by Kirsten Neely and her energetic team,
with help from all.
4. Building preparation, set up and arrangements led
by Gary Leadley with tireless and committed
assistance from the Building & Grounds team, and
extra cleaning from Andrea Huff.
5. Collecting, arranging, pricing, and selling all the
White Elephants that everyone contributed, led by
the new and talented team of Jeme Baker and Nicky
Gates, and a great group of volunteers.
6. Planning and coordinating, cooking, baking,
serving, and cleaning up the renowned People's Cafe,
with an army of adults and youth led by the diligent
and dynamic team of Sandy Steele, Patrick Murray
and Deb Wickman.
7. Recruiting, organizing, pricing and arranging the
tables upon tables of delectable breads, jams, baked

goods, frozen entrees and soups, and an array of
beautiful handmade goods contributed from many, many
people was led by new leader team of Kat Westphal,
Nancy Stern, and Martha Beverly.
8. Cashiers and talliers and packaging teams provided
highly capable help for every shift led with grace by
Megan Reynolds.
9. Accounting and financial operations that continue
with a talented team behind the scenes led with
dedication by Barb Davis.
10. Greeter teams and Van Drivers provided essential
service with warm hospitality throughout the day, rain
notwithstanding!
And, finally, at 3:00, a veteran crew of hearty and
cheerful adults, youth and families showed up to
accomplish a spectacular cleanup, finished off with
volunteers who loaded and delivered the leftovers to
Goodwill on Sunday.

For whatever part you played in this whole-church
event, named or unnamed, we want to express our
appreciation for making this event a special success,
in so many ways.

In gratitude,
Rochelle Habeck, Chris Schleuder and Rev. Rachel.

Pasties Available
We still have chicken and vegetarian pasties
available for those who are interested. They are
in the freezer in the foyer and are $5.50 each.
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Discussion Group for Parents of
Young Children
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Caroling
Friday, December 15, 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 5, 10:00 a.m.
A daytime, weekday discussion group for parents
and caregivers of small
children is now meeting.
If you are interested, please
join us Tuesday, Dec. 5 at
10:00 am in Room 19.
Nursery and childcare is
available, and babies and
small children are welcome. Please contact Zoë
Valette (zoevalette@gmail.com) with questions.

Talking Pots
Tuesday, December 5, 3:00 p.m.
Talking Pots is a group of folks that enjoys
collaborative cooking with the
added bonus of preparing a meal
for The Open Door Shelter.
The first Tuesday of each month,
4 or 5 of us meet in the People’s
Kitchen to chop, mix and stir
ingredients for a delicious
dinner. New members and friends are always
welcome. If you would like to join us, please sign up
on the sheet in the foyer. No expertise is required;
no shopping for items is necessary, no long term
commitment is expected. Just sign up and show up
Tuesday afternoon at 3:00 PM for fun and good
conversation. For more information contact Molly
Fairbanks at 269-353-2057.

Help Transporting and Transplanting
Tall Grasses and Shrubs
Help needed ASAP to move grasses and shrubs from
greenhouse to place in yard. Small amount of cash
and/or bartering arrangement
possible. Please contact Amy
Walsh at 488-2977 (call) or
359-5423 (text), if you have
availability/interest.
Many thanks!

Please join the People's singers as they go
caroling on Friday evening, December 15th. We
will meet at the church at 5:00, visit and sing to
members and church friends, and possibly end
the evening with cookies and hot chocolate.
All ages and singing abilities are welcome.
Questions? Contact Rick Johnson at 657-3460
or paywala@aol.com, or David Greenquist at
569-5442 or davidgreenquistmrc@yahoo.com.

Book Club
Thursday, December 14, 1:30 p.m.
The Imperfectionists by Tom Rachman will be the
focus of this month's meeting; reviewed by Mary
Tift. We're meeting at Friendship
Village Meeting Room B-1.
Newcomers are always welcome.
Copies of the Book Club's schedule
for this year (created at a summer
meeting by interested participants)
are in the foyer's pamphlet racks.
Newcomers are always welcome.
Questions? Contact Marj Lightner at 353-1311 or
Pat Nelson at patnelson@btc-bci.com.

Genderqueer and Looking for Work
Good worker with experience in mental health,
non-profits, and office work, is seeking employment.
Employers often want rigid gender lines in those
they hire which can make employment difficult.
If you have any leads on LGBTQ+ friendly jobs,
please email Cylis at awokendreamer@riseup.net.
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World Religions: Christianity
Tuesday, December 19, 1:30pm and 7pm
This month, the world religions class will explore
Christianity with special guest Barrett Lee, who was
raised in an evangelical church, briefly dabbled in
Unitarian Universalism, was a Presbyterian minister,
and is now an Episcopal layperson. Participants are
encouraged (but not required) to read a chapter on
Christianity from a comparative religions text before
the class and send Rev. Rachel any questions they
have in advance. Please let her know if you need
childcare. We will meet in Room 19.

Facing Life, Facing Death
The Facing Life, Facing Death group will not meet
in December. The group will resume again in
January.

News & Views

Discussion Group
The December 2nd topic is "Voter Suppression"
led by Roger Loeffer.
The December 16th topic is "Monuments and
Free Speech" by Dick Klade.
The Discussion Group generally meets on 1st
and 3rd Saturdays, 10:30am-12pm, at church in a
corner of The Commons.
Topics are chosen by participants, with input
from the group. Usually, a few popular media
articles are distributed for background. We take
turns bringing treats; bring your own drink.
To get on the email list, to receive
recommended readings in advance, contact Pat
Nelson at patnelson@btc-bci.com.

Mark Nepo Reading & Book Launch
December 12, 7:00 pm
Transformations Spirituality Center
3427 Gull Rd.

Medicine Wheel
Wednesday, December 6,
7:00pm
Native American Ceremony
Free Event
Once a month, around the time of the full moon, we
gather to honor our earth mother with this ancient
tradition. In this sacred space, we begin to remember
that we are all part of a greater whole, and we begin
to understand how our relationship with every other
being on this earth truly matters.

Mark Nepo will be at Transformations for a
reading and signing of his new book, Things That
Join the Sea and the Sky. The acclaimed poetteacher and New York Times bestselling author
shares intimate reflections drawn from his
lifelong journals.
This is a FREE event sponsored by
Transformations and Kazoo Books.

You can participate to your level of comfort or you
can simply observe and enjoy. Either way, you may
very likely discover the serenity and sense of
connectedness you didn't even realize was missing
from your life. We meet in Room 9 on the first
Wednesday of each month. You can use the rear
parking lot behind the church and enter through the
back entrance.
For more information, contact Ann at 269-350-1320
(call or text).

Volume 79, Issue 4

Religious
Notes
REEducations
Notes

Savor the Moments

Page 10

The Trees of the Dancing Goats

Adding all the extra activities involved in the holiday sea- An Intergenerational Holiday Service - December 3rd
son on top of our already busy lives can often feel espe- Experience how families of different religions come tocially hectic in December.
gether this holiday season to help and support each other in this fun adaptation of the book of the same name.
The holidays offer us extra opportunities to connect
Dancing snowflakes, giant germs, dipping candles and
with family and friends which often can be a blessing.
frolicking animal ornaments will keep all ages engaged
And yet, I know when I pack too many things into my
during this sweet and meaningful worship service.
life, even when they are all wonderful activities, it
Please have your K-6th graders to church by 9:45 AM to
doesn’t take long before I feel stretched too thin.
rehearse the songs they will be performing.
A couple of the ways I attempt to achieve a balance is to
High School Youth Group - December 10th
employ both mindfulness and gratitude. In the midst of
any given activity or gathering, I try to take a moment to All 9-12 graders are invited to join in on the fun the 2nd
pause, look around me and savor the beauty of the pre- Sunday of each month after church from 12:30-2:30. Join
us for lunch in the kitchen after the service and fun
cious present.
games, worship and activities downstairs in Room L-2.
In that moment or at other times, I find value in expressInCONsistent: A High School CON
ing gratitude for the richness of my many blessings such
January 26-28 at People’s Church
as good food to eat, a home with heat, my health and
Our high school youth group is hosting a district youth
family and friends with whom to gather.
conference for all 9-12 graders. Register now to enjoy a
When I stay rooted in gratitude and mindfulness it helps weekend of excellent youth worship, workshops, good
food, coffee house, and small groups. Register here:
me to notice when I’m feeling exhausted and overextended so I can respond with curiosity and maintain per- https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/12waveGkKhYh9IO0j1A4hYV78Ospective.
C15VNW7Elmvnegk1s/edit
Our world is a dichotomy filled with tremendous joy
Young Adult UU CONference
and also such suffering. How we respond to the circumJanuary 12-14 at People’s Church
stances is what determines the nature of our lives. I try
to choose mindfulness and gratitude tempered with curi- All young adults between 18 and 35 are invited to participate in this engaging weekend filled with fellowship,
osity and humility as much as possible.
worship, workshops and fun together.
May you each find precious moments to savor and enjoy Would you like to lead a workshop or help plan the
event? Contact Diane Melvin at re@peopleschurch.net.
this month.
Register here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director e/1FAIpQLSfJuwS68lJ9Yuq2CNcbXCurdaBhXfKdC5b3IMSt4WPlsqDHA/
viewform
World Religions Update
Our K-6 and 11/12th grade classes continue to learn
about World Religions this fall. So far we have covered
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism.

Youth at Grand Rapids Zen Center and Buddhist Temple

Our 11th and 12th grade class enjoyed a field trip to the
Grand Rapids Zen Center and Buddhist Temple in Nov.
The Dharma talk that day was on parts of the Eight Fold
Path and the service included chanting and meditation.
We rounded out our visit with lunch at a nearby Vietnamese restaurant with the newly elected Abbot of the
Temple.
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Winter Solstice
Celebration

Wednesday, December 20th
6-8pm
Sponsored by Sangha Yoga

The Winter Solstice is the shortest day of
sunlight. It marks the returning of the sun and the
transformation of darkness into light. Many
cultures revere the Winter Solstice as a sacred
time to gather for meditation and ritual.
Join Sangha Yoga for a night of relaxation, chanting,
meditation and candlelight ceremony. This is one of
Sangha Yoga’s most popular annual events.
This event is led by Karina Ayn
Mirsky who whole-heartedly
believes in the healing power
of group practice. Over the
last 13 years of running this
event, she has witnessed the
value of this sacred event and
the lasting peace and joy it
invokes.
Cost: $30 if you pre-register; $40 at the door.
For more information, go to:
http://www.sanghayoga.com
Day

Date

Friday

December 1

Saturday

Sunday

Monday, December 18
People’s Church
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of
community-based preventive health screenings,
is pleased to offer a preventive health event at
People's Church of Kalamazoo on 12/18/2017.

Five screenings will be offered that scan for
potential health problems related to: blocked
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke;
abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a
ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the
legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease;
atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is
closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density
screening, for men and women, used to assess
the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a
Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular
tests and osteoporosis screening from $149
($139 with our member discount). All five
screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
There are three ways to register for this event
and to receive a $10 discount off any package
priced above $129, please call toll-free 1-888653-6441 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or text the word circle to
797979

Event

Time

Place

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

December 2

Discussion Group
Second Service Planning
Sunday Service Rehearsal

10:30a.m.
11:00a.m.
1:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 19
The Commons

December 3

Bond of Union Signing Ceremony
Sunday Service: “The Trees of the Dancing Goats”
Intergenerational Service
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multicultural
(ARAOMC) Committee

10:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
The Commons

12:15p.m.

Room L1

Tuesday

December 5

Discussion Group for Parents of Young Children
Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

9:45a.m.
10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Room 19, 12, nursery
Meet at church
Kitchen

Wednesday

December 6

Board Meeting
Medicine Wheel

7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

Volume 79, Issue 4

Page 12

Calendar

Day

Date

Event

Thursday

December 7

Art Wall Hanging
Committee on Ministry
Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday

December 10

Special Collection for Ministry with Community
Sunday Service: “Stillness and Light: A Music
Service”
Youth Group

Time

Place

9:30a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 18
The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:30p.m.

Rooms L2

Monday

December 11

Archives Committee
Green Sanctuary Committee

10:00a.m.
4:45p.m.

Room 13
Room L1

Tuesday

December 12

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meet at church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse

Wednesday

December 13

Stewardship Committee

7:00p.m.

Room L1

Thursday

December 14

Organ Practice
Book Group
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Friendship Village, B-1
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

December 15

Caroling

5:00p.m.

Meet at church

Saturday

December 16

Discussion Group

10:30a.m.

The Commons

Sunday

December 17

Sunday Service: “Are You Envious Because I am
Generous?” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Sunday Services Committee

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.

Room L1

Monday

December 18

Life Line Screening
Newsletter Deadline
Religious Education Committee

9:00a.m.-1:00p.m. People’s Church
12:00p.m.
news@peopleschurch.net
5:30p.m.
Room 8

Tuesday

December 19

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
World Religions Class

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
1:30 & 7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1
Room 19

Wednesday

December 20

Winter Solstice Celebration sponsored
by Sangha Yoga, $30 if Pre-registered

6:00-8:00p.m.

Room 19

Thursday

December 21

Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

December 22

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Sunday

December 24

Morning Service: “The Longest Night”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Evening Service: “The (Re)Birth of Love:
A Christmas Eve Service” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
and Gy Ludvig-McCartney

10:45a.m.

The Commons

6:00p.m.

The Commons

Mon-Mon.

Dec. 25-Jan. 1

OFFICE CLOSED

Whole church

Tuesday

December 26

Finance Committee

6:45p.m.

Room L1

Sunday

December 31

Sunday Service: “Burning the Old Year: An
Intergenerational Service” Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

The Commons

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

