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Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
November 5 “Dwelling in Possibility” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
This Sunday, Rev. Rachel will begin the conversation about adding a second
worship service to our weekly calendar here at People’s Church. There are so
many possibilities to consider: why might we want to do this? Would a second
service be the same as our current service or different in a significant way?
When would it happen? What might it mean for People’s Church if a second
Church Office Hours: service led to significant membership growth? If you could design a worship
M-Th 10am-4pm service from scratch, what might it look like? This service will be an invitation
to begin imagining the possibilities. As the conversation continues in the new year,
there will be chances to share ideas and begin making plans.

1758 North Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
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November 19 “Being Together, Becoming Human” Rev. Rachel
Lonberg
Confucianism values relationships. It is through relationships with our families,
friends and others that we learn virtues and practice them. It is through
relationships that we can practice empathy and ‘human-heartedness’ and become
exemplary people. What truth might these teachings hold for us today?
November 26 “Korea’s Spiritual Journey” Rev. Dennis McCarty
The most Confucian culture in the world, Korea, has a long history of tragedy and
triumph that has manifested in their current approach to world affairs. Over the
last century, the United States has also played an important part in Korea's
history, both for good and for ill. To understand this complex land's past is to
begin to understand current events in both North and South Korea.
Read more about Rev. Dennis McCarty on Page 5

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear Ones,
As many of you have heard by
now, I am pregnant. It was a
joy to share the news with you
on Sunday the 22nd and
receive so many
congratulations and good
wishes. Thank you.
If all goes well, I will be
welcoming a child into my family in the middle of April.
Brian and I are thrilled. DeForest, who is two, is
confused and unaware of how dramatically his life will
shift, yet almost every night he pokes my stomach and
says “goodnight, baby.”
‘What will this mean for the church?’ You might
wonder. This will be a learning moment for many of us.
Assuming a relatively healthy pregnancy, relatively
routine delivery, and relatively healthy baby, I plan to
take about eight weeks of leave, beginning when I go
into labor, sometime in early-to-mid April, and ending
in the middle of June. Six weeks of this leave is the paid
parental leave that you all offer as part of my letter of
agreement (Thank you for being a generous employer
and living our commitments to justice in this way!) and
two weeks will be accumulated vacation and sick time.
I believe this is the first time a minister of People’s
Church has ever taken a parental leave. Thankfully,
we have experience of sabbaticals, including Diane’s
sabbatical last spring, to remind us that having the
professional staff away for a time can be a chance for
the community to learn and grow.
What will this look like in practice? Many of these plans
are still taking shape, but here is what I know so far.
We will have wonderful worship in my absence.

News & Views

Before I knew about this pregnancy, I had already
scheduled a music service and Jill McAllister to guest
preach in late April. We have our annual youth
bridging service in early June. Diane and I decided
to have two services led by our Coming of Age class
next May because there are 25(!) participants and
we want everyone to have a chance to share. It is
the practice among Unitarian Universalist ministers
locally to lead worship at one another’s churches
during sabbaticals, parental leaves, and medical
leaves. I have done this on a few of my Sundays
off from People’s. I have already lined up guest
preachers for the spring. You’ll get to hear from
UU ministers and candidates from Jackson, Grand
Rapids, and Elkhart. My plan is to return to lead the
flower service on June 10. (I will bring the baby with
me that day.)
I’m working with church leadership, including the
staff, board and the committee on ministry, to figure
out how to cover other aspects of my work while
I am away, including pastoral care, institutional
leadership, and staff supervision. As these plans
take shape, we will keep you informed. If you have
suggestions for how this might be done or would like
to volunteer to step into more leadership for these
months, please let me know.
In the midst of making plans and managing logistics,
I am grateful that People’s Church is among the
communities that are helping to raise my children.
Thank you for being such a generous, loving
community.
See you in church,
Rachel

New Member Joining & Recognition Ceremonies
The next New Member Joining Ceremony and Recognition will be held on Sunday,
December 3, an hour before and during the service. If you are interested in participating
or would like more information, please email the church office at office@peopleschurch.net.
It is recommended (but not required) that new members attend an orientation first.
Joining Ceremonies are also planned for March and May of 2018.
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The Bazaar is a signature event for our church—where
everyone—members, friends, and family members—can
play a part in making it happen. We hope for over 700
people to come through our doors that day. The pasty
making is nearing completion—thanks to many teams of
choppers, assemblers, wrappers and their faithful leader
and dough makers. Now is the time to bake, craft, sign
up, and spread the word. The Bazaar supports our church
budget, our programs and our service to others, and
helps others get to know about us. Here are some of the
many ways you can help.
Help promote the event! Flyers and postcards are
available on the Bazaar sign-up table in the foyer. Please
post at local venues/your workplace and distribute to
people who might enjoy our event. Post the link to our
website page and our Facebook post, share the event
post, and email the postcard to friends, work colleagues,
neighbors, and family. Personal invitations work best—
invite people to join you for lunch in the café. If you live
on a busy street or corner lot, we have some yard signs
to put up Sunday, November 12th for the week before the
Bazaar.
Make things for Peoples Specialties. The foyer will be
beautifully arranged to sell our homemade craft items,
frozen entrees, breads, jams, baked goods, candies, vegan
and gluten-free foods. Your generous contributions of
homemade goods are needed. Simply drop off your
contributions on Friday the 17th or early Saturday for
pricing and arranging.
Gather gently used items to bring the week before the
Bazaar for the White Elephant Rooms. Please search
your closets, shelves and cabinets to find and clean those
nice but unneeded household items, unused gifts, jewelry,
holiday décor, toys and games for kids. No furniture,
clothes, mold electronics or large athletic equipment
accepted. Please bring your items to deliver after church
on Sunday, November 12th in the downstairs lobby if you
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can. Or, drop-offs will also be accepted on Monday, Nov.
13th from 5:30-8pm, Tuesday, Nov. 14th from 10am-2pm,
and Wednesday, Nov. 15th from 5:30-8pm.
Shop local! It’s hard to find a more interesting variety of
gift items than you will find at our Bazaar. Bring your list
and find the perfect choices right here from 30 local
vendors.
Please don’t park at church - Take the Shuttle!
Park your car at our neighbor CenterPoint Church at
2345 10th St. (northwest from us) and ride in our church
van with CONTINUOUS service all day, from 7:30 to
5:00 right to our front door. Drop your things off and
then park at CenterPoint. If you must park at church,
please leave spaces near the church for customers who
will come and go during the day.
Sign up to work a shift at the Bazaar. Many people
will be needed for various work shifts (generally, 2-hour
shifts) on Saturday the 18th in each area (People’s
Specialties, White Elephant, Café, Greeters, etc.) Please
sign up at the Bazaar table in the foyer or sign in on the
church website. We will need 20-30 people plus a few
vacuum cleaners needed from 3 PM to 5PM to clean
everything up and reset the church for Sunday.
Helpers of all ages are welcome!
Plan to eat in the café. The food is splendid! Morning
snacks, a fabulous array of lunch items—including
pasties—and homemade pies and more, will be available.
Help host our guests. Many people come to our Bazaar
because they like the warm and friendly people. Please
greet everyone and thank our vendors, too.
Questions? Please check with Chris in the church office
or email Rochelle at habeck@chartermi.net.
THANK YOU!!
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Got a Smile to Give? — Welcome Newcomers
'Promoting connections' is a central focus of our People's Church Membership Committee. We are
hoping that all who have walked through our doors and found a community of value will help others
find a place for themselves here.
A smile and initiative of, "I'm not sure we've met before...?" is one way to introduce yourself, but
there are many options.
Essential for the reception of newcomers are the volunteers who staff the (downstairs) Visitor's
Table, and (upstairs) Information Desk on Sunday mornings Helping with a nametag, offering
literature and a place to sign up for a newsletter, or more information are the basics. Training is
provided by experienced volunteers to prepare new volunteers for more specific requests. 10:00 is
the downstairs start time; and 10:15 up, plus 15-30 minutes after the service. You can expect to get
lots of smiles back.
Whether for once per month or once in six months, please consider helping out. Nicky Leigh
manages the schedule. You can find her at church most Sundays, or can email her with your interest/
any questions: nickyleigh1226@gmail.com.
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Green Spot

Membership Orientation
Sunday, November 5, 12:15p.m.
If you are interested in knowing more about
People's Church or Unitarian Universalism,
or are considering becoming a member of People’s
Church, please plan to attend our Membership
Orientation on Sunday, November 5, after the
service (12:15) in Room 19. Reverend Rachel
will be there, along with representatives from
Membership, Religious Education, and Stewardship.
A light lunch and childcare will be provided.
Please sign up at the table in the foyer.

Alternative Giving
This year you can resolve to have a greener, cheaper,
more meaningful holiday season through alternative
giving! Instead of just going to the mall and spending
more than you should, be creative by creating your
own original presents, purchasing green products that
express your values, or making a donation in
someone’s name. Here are some suggestions.








Nov. 26th Speaker—Rev. Dennis McCarty
Rev. Dennis McCarty taught in the Republic of South
Korea for several years before entering Unitarian
Universalist ministry. He interned at People's Church from
2001-2003 before
being called to the
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of
Columbus, Indiana.
Since retiring from
parish ministry, he has
focused on "A
Ministry of Words
and Music." He is
currently putting the
finishing touches on
his new book:
Monuments: Reflection
of Time, Culture, and
Spirits in America. He
also, occasionally,
shares a one-person version of his play, Servetus: the
Radical Reformed Musical.
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Shop at the People’s Church Holiday Bazaar on
November 18 where you will find lots of interesting arts and craft items. This supports local artists
as well as People’s Church. And don’t forget the
white elephant sale where you can find unique and
repurposed items.
Give your time rather than things as a gift. Do
someone else’s household chores for a time or
give childcare coupons. Those would be inexpensive presents with great value to the recipient.
Give one of your favorite things or a special book
that you have enjoyed to someone that you know
will enjoy it also.
If you're skilled at crafts or like to cook or bake,
you could make presents. But be sure to start early enough that it doesn’t add to the holiday crush.
Donations make wonderful presents for people
who really don't need anything. But you should
find a source that has special meaning for that person. Many non-profits have creative donation ideas, as well as the many local organizations to
choose from.
Donations can be great gifts for children too. One
grandmother started giving a Heifer International
animal to her grandchild when she was two. When
she was school age, the grandmother would pick a
country and make up a story to go along with the
Heifer card. She would ask the grandchild what
animal she would like to give every year. This is
one of the favorite traditions that these two still
share.
There are many, many other paid options like
OxFam, World Wildlife Fund, or Save the Children. Choose something that you know will be
meaningful to the recipient. Look at buynothingchristmas.org if you need more ideas.

You will find that giving and receiving alternative gifts
is an effective way to channel the true holiday spirit
and help your environment at the same time.
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Notes from the October
Board Meeting
In our continuing effort to have better
communication with People’s people, here are some
highlights of our last Board meeting.
One of the Board’s primary goals this year is to help
with the development of a second church service.
Our discussion on the topic centered around
leadership, the anxiety that change can cause, and
how we can create a process to live with such
feelings while still moving forward. There are many
ways that a second service could look and a variety
of unmet needs that it could fill. Readers, what are
your thoughts? Please let the Board and/or Reverend
Rachel know.
Another Board goal is to increase social activities
within our church community. This was a fun topic
to discuss, and one idea that gained traction was to
have a family-friendly Friday Night Happy Hour at a
restaurant or pub where there are games for both
adults and children, and adult beverages available for
those who want them. This would probably be done
once or twice a month, and the congregation would
be notified by a Friday email blast. We are looking
for feedback on this idea—please let us know if you
would be interested in attending something like this
and what venues you would suggest.

People’s Library Overdue Books…
as of October 21, 2017
The following titles were due back to People’s
Library between five months and five years ago. If
you have any of these items, please return them to
the wire basket on top of the library shelving near
the main door of The Commons. Thank you.

RE

RE
RE

The Board meeting minutes are now located on one
of the kiosks in the foyer. We wanted to make sure
they were more visible to everyone. Board Secretary
Stephanie Measzros takes them and does an
excellent job. If you’re curious about the business of
the church, they are well-worth reading.
And to end on a great note, an end of the year
budget surplus allowed the Board to eliminate the
one-week unpaid furloughs for Reverend Rachel and
Diane Melvin, our Director of Religious Education,
and to restore the hours that were cut for her
assistant Nicky Gates! And we still increased our
budget reserves by $40,000.00!
Thanks and have a great November.
Cary Betz-Williams, Board Trustee

News & Views

RE
RE
RE

Hanukkah! R. Schotter
The science of sin. Simon M. Laham
A handful of quiet. Thich Nhat Hanh
No more secrets for me. Oralee Wachter
On my way to a happy life. Deepak Chopra
Human voices in Unitarian Universalism.
Gibbons and Murry
The home we share; globalization, postmodernism and UU. Clifford Reed
A is for activist
Waking up white. Debby Irving
Rejoice together. H. Pickett
Kids’ guide to giving. Freddi Zeiler
Universalism in America. Ernest Cassara
The evolution of God. Robert Wright
Misquoting Jesus: the story behind who
changed the Bible & why. Ehrman
Sacred writings. Vol. 3 Islam: the Quran. Ali
Chrysanthemum. K. Henkes
The UU kids’ book. Copy 2 Marshfield
Trick and treat; how healthy eating is
making us ill. Barry Groves
Overcoming our racism. Derald Wing Sue
Encyclopedia of world religions. Rogers
People’s Church Archives Video Project
1855 – 2005. VIDEOS
Blueprint for a green planet. Seymour
Turning point.
Being mortal. Atul Gawande
Songs children like.
Songs of grace. Lewis-McLaren
May this light shine. Musicians Network.
Only one. Harshman
It’s perfectly normal. Copy 1 Harris
Beautiful girl. Christine Northrup
The turbulent teens. James Gardner
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
The school year is well underway and our Special
Collection for Lincoln School on September 17
netted $1,319, a wonderfully generous amount.
As a rule, we hear from teachers about how this
gift is being used to enhance their teaching.
Watch this space!
The October benefit to the Hispanic American
Council totaled $1,193, especially needed now
as they had lost some of their funding recently.
We are glad to support our neighbors in
community.
In addition to our Special Collections, you can find
other ways to serve our community needs right
here in church. In the lower lobby is a box for
contributions to Ministry with Community—
toiletries, health aids, sanitary products, baby
supplies—the ordinary items we take for granted
for everyday comfort. On the table at the top of
the stairs you will find a blue plastic bin where you
can leave supplies such as toilet paper, paper
towels, soap, laundry detergent, personal care
items, etc. for our Syrian refugee family,
the Altyaras.
Did you know that the church can earn money
when you shop from AmazonSmile? You do now.
If you shop at AmazonSmile, please consider using
the church as an organization you donate to.
We have been supporting the Center for
Transformation for years. This is a locally based
prisoner reentry program which supports recent
parolees as they reestablish themselves in society
after lengthy prison confinements. They have some
wonderful news to share. Recently appointed
Executive Director Rebecca McCleary has used her
expertise in applying for grants to secure funding
for expansion and development of programs.
A strategic development conference with the state
board is planned to determine broader efforts.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
meets the second Tuesday of each month at
3:00 p.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.

Also, CFT is partnering with the local NAACP
to co-sponsor programs. Good news all around
for this very important service.
Your Social Justice Coordinating Committee is
always open to new suggestions as to how we
can improve living in our communities.
All are invited to sit in on our meetings.

November Special Collection
Sunday, November 12
The International Council of Unitarian Universalists,
in support of Burundian UU Refugees
Several times in the past, People's Church has
partnered with and supported the UU congregation
in Burundi, in East Africa. As you may know,
Burundi has become unstable and violent recently.
Our partner congregation church had to close
under threats and destruction. Reverend Fulgence,
after being arrested and released, is now living in
Alberta, Canada with his family. Most of the
Burundian UUs are now refugees in Rwanda and in
Kenya. The International Council of UUs has
supported the plight of the UU refugees in Rwanda
by renting a house and providing some food.
We are asking for Peoples' people generosity to
continue to provide emergency help to Burundian
refugees abroad who need it greatly.

Unitarian Community Children’s Centre in Ruiru, Kenya
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MONEY MATTER$
How’s your “giving” going? Your pledge
statement will be reaching you in the mail any
day now. Please review it for accuracy. If you’re
“up to speed” on your giving, we really
appreciate your continued and consistent
generosity.
If you are not, please consider setting up
automatic payments to make it easy for the
church to budget, and to ease your mind.
To do this, you may:
1) Go to the church website and click the
Donate button to get started or
2) Contact the church office for a form to use.
Thanks,
Sue Glenn, Treasurer

Study Group
The Study Group will be meeting next on
Monday, November 27 at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 18. We will be discussing the latest book
by Pulitzer Prize-winning American historian,
David McCullough, The
American Spirit: Who
We Are and What We
Stand For. This latest
book by McCullough pulls
together selected
speeches on historical
topics that are of
relevance to our current
historical situation. The
Study Group meets
monthly to discuss a
variety of books, dealing with religious,
philosophical, historical and scientific issues of
common interest. Please come and participate in
our group, and help decide what we will discuss
next! For more information, contact Tim Bartik
at bartik@upjohn.org, or 269-806-1904.

News & Views

Church Office Closed
Thursday, November 23
The church office will be closed on Thursday,
November 23 for Thanksgiving. Please
communicate any needs to the office by
Wednesday afternoon. Thanks!

Picture Directories Now Available
If you would like a
church picture
directory, please see
Chris Schleuder on a
Sunday to pick up a
copy. The picture
directory can also be
viewed online under
‘Member Docs’ at
peopleschurch.net.
The ‘Member Docs’
section of the church’s website is password
protected. Please email
office@peopleschurch.net to inquire about
access.

World Religions Class: Buddhism
Tuesday, November 21, 1:30pm & 7:00pm
Room 19

This month, the world religions class will
explore Confucianism.
Participants are
encouraged (but not
required) to read a
chapter on Confucianism
from a comparative
religions text before
the class and send Rev.
Rachel any questions
they have in advance.
Please let her know
if you need childcare.
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Race Matters
ARAOMC Committee 2017-2018 Goals
The Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee gathered for its annual retreat on
September 20, 2017. We centered the meeting on
Rev. Rachel’s question about what we would like
to have in place by the end of this church year.
After much discussion we came to consensus
agreeing to focus on three areas.
One of the Board of Trustees goals for this
church year is to encourage and lead antiracism
work within the church. They have asked the
ARAOMC Committee to work with and guide
them so they can gain a better understanding of
what institutional antiracism transformation is,
and how they can support that work at People’s
Church. Our first goal is to work closely with
them to collaboratively reach this goal.
Our second focus area is to hold several
congregation-wide meetings in which we create
courageous space to hold conversations about
racism, privilege and oppression. We committed
to helping more people in the congregation gain a
better understanding of their own racial identity
development and how institutional and systemic
racism applies to People’s Church.
And the ARAOMC Committee will continue to
do internal committee work. We will continue to
develop our own understanding and strategy for
transforming People’s Church into an antiracist
organization. We agreed to begin working with
Allies for Racial Equity (ARE), a white UU group
that is committed to “Building an anti-racist
movement among white Unitarian Universalists in
ways that are accountable to communities of
color.” This group works in association with
people of color in the UUA. We also will explore
beginning a relationship with a people of color led
UU antiracism consulting group in MI to support
the antiracist development of congregational/
spiritual life. And we will continue our
collaboration with the local antiracism organizing
consultants at ERACCE.

If you are interested in learning more, you can
attend one or more of the committee’s church
events and talk with any of the members of the
ARAOMC Committee. Events are to be
announced. The members include: Lynwood
Bartley, Cary Betz-Williams, Nadine GodinNassaney, Carolyn Heineman, Missy HowseKurtz, Aliisa Lahti, Jeanne Leadley and Michael
Nassaney.

Upcoming Events / Save the Date:
Kalamazoo Summit on Racism
November 17, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Borgess Lawrence
Education Center
1521 Gull Road,
Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Keynote Speaker: Lecia Brooks
of the Southern Poverty Law Center
$35 General Admission | $25 Students
Please register for this event at http://
www.sharekazoo.org/ or check it out on
Facebook.
19th Annual White Privilege Conference
Wed. April 4 – Sat. April 7, 2018
Grand Rapids, MI
“Super People & Superpowers: Prepare to be The
Future of Social Justice Work”
This is a high quality challenging, collaborative
and comprehensive conference about
oppression and white privilege for white people
and people of color. There are workshops for
youth and for adults who are beginners through
advanced in their knowledge of these topics.
Registration begins January 15. For more
information, go to:
https://www.whiteprivilegeconference.com/
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A Celebration of Fair Share Giving
At People’s Church we have celebrated separately the many ways our members support our
community: lunches for religious education volunteers or work groups, celebrations of coming of age,
and parties organized by various subgroups in the church, such as the choir or chalice circles.
On October 27, invitations to an open house were mailed to members who self-identified as pledging
in 2017 according to the UUA Fair Share guidelines that were distributed in the pledge packets last
spring. This is a way of thanking those members who provide the major financial support to keep our
building functioning and to pay our staff a fair wage. The open house will occur on December 3,
3-7 pm at the home of Bob and Barb Davis.
If you do not receive an invitation and believe this was an error and wish to attend the event, please
RSVP to: generosity@peopleschurch.net. Space is limited, so RSVP by December 1 is requested.

—The Stewardship Committee
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Join a Chalice Circle
Chalice Circles are a form of a small-group
ministry. They offer an opportunity to meet with
others around a commitment to practice listening
and sharing in ways that allow us to be real and
honest, and have the kind of deeper
conversations that can be difficult to make during
coffee hour on Sundays.
In Chalice Circles, we focus on topics from our
life experience. Readings address spiritual topics,
such as gratitude, balance, nature, or God.
Other readings reflect themes such as listening,
loss and grief,
forgiveness, or
friendship. Members
respond to the topic
questions by sharing
personal experiences
and feelings. The
format of Chalice
Circles is consistent
with a format that
includes an ingathering, candle
lighting, a sharing of
highs and lows over
the past month, silence, shared readings and
personal responses to the readings, and opening
and closing words.
A new Chalice Circle, with trained facilitator,
Christina Cusumano, will begin when 8-10
individuals express interest. Meetings are two
hours, once per month; day & time to be
arranged. A six month commitment is requested,
after which participants will decide whether or
not to continue.
A Chalice Circle which began in the spring is
currently looking for up to three new members,
in addition to the five that continue to meet.
This circle meets on the 2nd Monday of the
month, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Express your interest by contacting Membership
Committee Secretary, Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com; 269-521-6063).
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Everything the power of the world does is done in a circle.
The sky is round, and I have heard that the
earth is round like a ball, and so are all the stars.
The wind, in its greatest power, whirls.
Birds make their nests in circles,
for theirs is the same religion as ours.
The sun comes forth and goes down again in a circle.
The moon does the same, and both are round.
Even the seasons form a great circle in their changing,
and always come back again to where they were.
The life of a [person] is a circle from childhood to childhood,
and so it is in everything where power moves.
Black Elk, from Black Elk Speaks

Bell Choir Meeting Again
The People’s Church
handbells have been
refurbished and repaired.,
and the Bell Choir is meeting
again on Thursdays at 6pm.
Please contact Savannah
Ramsey at music@peopleschurch.net if you
are interested in participating.

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, November 28, 1:30pm
This group is open to all and considers
experiences of grief, aging and loss. Led by Rev.
Rachel, we explore these topics through film
clips, personal
reflection,
sociological
information,
articles, and
conversation.
We meet on
the 4th
Tuesday of the month in Room 19. All are
welcome to attend.
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Conversation Between Generations
Last summer there was an interesting discussion
between some of the various generations of People's
Church. The interaction piqued the interest of those
involved, and we thought it should be continued.
A follow-up meeting has been planned for November
11 from 1:30-3:00 pm at People's in Room 9.
This is a group that would be for adults of all ages, and
would focus on comparing, contrasting, and discussing
the experiences, circumstances, problems, needs, and
plans for the different ages. We hope to increase
communication between the various generations at
church, as well as provide a chance for them to learn
more about and from each other.
If necessary, we can provide childcare; however, please
let us know the specific details in advance.
Please email Catherine Niessink at
bg247.peoplescatherine@gmail.com.

Medicine Wheel
Wednesday, November 1,
7:00pm
Native American Ceremony
Free Event
Once a month, around the time of the full moon, we
gather to honor our earth mother with this ancient
tradition. In this sacred space, we begin to remember
that we are all part of a greater whole, and we begin
to understand how our relationship with every other
being on this earth truly matters.
You can participate to your level of comfort or you
can simply observe and enjoy. Either way, you may
very likely discover the serenity and sense of
connectedness you didn't even realize was missing
from your life. We meet in Room 9 on the first
Wednesday of each month. You can use the rear
parking lot behind the church and enter through the
back entrance.
For more information, contact Ann at 269-350-1320
(call or text).

News & Views

People’s Potluck
Sunday, November 12, 12:15 pm
Please join us after
the service on
Sunday,
November 12 for
a potluck lunch in
The Commons.
Please bring a dish
to share!

Discussion Group
On November 4, Nicky Leigh will lead the
discussion: "Restricted Gifts / Interface with the
Democratic Process". When an institution
receives restricted funds,
how does that effect
the institution and
the consumers of
the institution's services?
For example, Kalamazoo's
Foundation for Excellence,
or Planned Parenthood's
government money
restriction on abortion.
There will be no meeting on November 18 due
to Holiday Bazaar.
The Discussion Groups generally meets on the
1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 10:30
a.m. (note: revised start) to 12:00, in (a corner
of) The Commons (with hearing assistance).
Topics are chosen by participants, with input
from the group. We take turns bringing 'treats'.
Bring your own drink.
To get on the email list, to receive readings
(usually a few popular media articles) in advance,
contact Pat Nelson (patnelson@btc-bci.com).
Newcomers are always welcome.
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World Religions

Singing Together

Our K-6th and 11-12th grade classes are exploring a
variety of world religious traditions this year. As
Unitarian Universalists, you may wonder why we study
world religions. Our goals in learning about World
Religions in our religious education classes include:
1. To provide a window into the living process of
religions
2. To approach this viewing of religion in a way that
will encourage understanding instead of judging
3. To provide age-appropriate and interesting ways for
our students to learn about these traditions
4. To show that religion is an intrinsic part of our daily
lives
5. To understand how UU values are shared with
other faiths and traditions.

Every Sunday in November, our K-6th grade RE Classes
will end by noon and all the kids will go to Room 9 to
sing together for 10-15 minutes to prepare for the
Winter Holiday Intergenerational service scheduled for
Dec. 3rd.
Parents can pick their kids up by 12:15 at Room 9
in the back hallway for the month of November.

In October our children learned about some of the
many Gods and Goddesses, ideas and rituals found in
Hinduism. In November will be exploring Buddhism.
Check out the classroom doors for the updated “What
We Did Today” sheets so you can ask your child about
what they learned and experienced in class.
Our hope is that we can minimize misconceptions as
well as expose our children and youth to the richness
found throughout the world in how people seek answers
to the age old questions of why we are here and how
can we best relate to each other and to the known and
unknown mysteries found in the world.

Hindu Temple Visit
Our 11th and 12th grade class had a wonderful visit to
the Indo-American Cultural Center and Temple to
complement their study of Hinduism. We experienced
Hindu worship, a religious education class and a
wonderful lunch of Indian food. Everyone was very warm
and welcoming during our visit. It was a very interesting
and enjoyable experience. We will be visiting the Grand
Rapids Zen Center and Buddhist Temple on Nov. 19.

YOUTH GROUP
Who: All 9-12th graders
What: Super Fun Youth Group
When: 2nd Sundays 12:30-2:30
Where: Lunch in kitchen/youth group in room L-2
All high school students are invited to participate in
our monthly youth group where we gather for fellowship, games, worship, food and activities.
Questions? Contact Scott Weber at
scott.a.weber.8@gmail.com

Elementary Sleepover
Nov. 3, 6:00 pm - Nov. 4, 9:00 am
All parents of K-6th graders are invited to enjoy a family
potluck dinner to kick off the sleepover. Kids will enjoy
face painting, games, movies and a haunted house put on
by our teens. Your child will not want to miss out on
this favorite night of the year for many People’s kids!
Parents, please bring a kid-friendly dish to pass and sign
up to help with setup or clean-up or to lead an activity.
Middle and high school youth are invited to join the
potluck and then help set up and run the haunted house.
Halloween costumes optional.
Sign up in the lobby at church. Questions?
Contact Mary Kate Webster at 269-501-3854 or
tomandmarykate@gmail.com
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Petition for Earned Paid Sick Leave

Book Group
Lucky Us by Amy Bloom will be reviewed by
Lois Loeffler at our next book club meeting,
Thursday, November 9,
1:30-3:30 at Friendship
Village, B-1.
Newcomers are always
welcome at these
monthly meetings, on the
2nd Thursday of the
month in people’s homes
or at Friendship Village.
Copies of a flyer with the
year's calendar (set by
participants in the summer) is in the foyer
pamphlet racks. The group leans toward
quality fiction.
If you have questions, contact Marj Lightner
(353-1311) or Pat Nelson (patnelson@btcbci.com).

The Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice
Committee is collecting signatures for a petition to
enact the Earned Sick Time Act which would allow
workers with the right to earn sick time to do so for
personal and family health needs.
The Michigan League for Public Policy did a report on
"It's Time for Earned Sick Leave in Michigan" that was
issued in June 2016: www.mlpp.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/06/Its-time-for-earned-sick-leave-inmichigan.pdf
It said that people of color were less likely to have
earned sick leave. Specifically, 55% of Hispanic
workers don't have paid sick leave and 46% of AfricanAmerican workers don't have paid sick leave compared
to 43% of white workers. The survey also showed that
70% of people who worked full time and earned less
than $15,000 per year (about $7.21/hour) did not have
paid sick leave. So if you have a low paying job you're
also more likely to get sick leave benefits. Winning this
campaign can address the injustice that happens when
your poor and/or people of color.

Please see Chris Schleuder to sign the petition.
Day

Date

Wednesday

November 1

Thursday

Event

Time

Place

Board Meeting
Medicine Wheel

7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

November 2

Committee on Ministry
Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 3

Pasty-Making (Prep. / Chopping Veggies)
Elementary Sleepover

1:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Kitchen
Meet at church

Saturday

November 4

Pasty-Making (Assembly / Baking)
Discussion Group
Pasty-Making (Cooling / Wrapping)

9:00am-12:00p.m. Kitchen, Room 8
10:30a.m.
The Commons
1:30-2:30p.m.
Kitchen, Room 8

Sunday

November 5

Daylight Savings Time ends
Sunday Service: “Dwelling in Possibility”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multicultural
(ARAOMC) Committee
Membership Orientation
Bazaar Cashier Training
Sauce Making with Brian Lonberg

10:45a.m.

The Commons

12:15p.m.

Room L1

12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.
1:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 12
Kitchen
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November 7

Wednesday
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Calendar
Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen

November 8

Stewardship Committee

7:00p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

November 9

Organ Practice
Conversation Between Generations
Book Group
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
1:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 9
Friendship Village, B1
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 10

Pasty-Making (Prep. / Chopping Veggies)
Youth Sleepover

1:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Kitchen
Meet at church

Saturday

November 11

Veterans Day
Pasty-Making (Assembly / Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling / Wrapping)

9:00am-12:00p.m. Kitchen, Room 8
1:30-2:30p.m.
Kitchen, Room 8

Sunday Service: “Learning as a Spiritual Practice”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
White Elephant Drop-off
People’s Potluck
Youth Group

10:45a.m.
12:00-2:00p.m.
12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.

The Commons
Rooms L1 & L2
The Commons
Room 19

4:45p.m.

Room L1

Sunday

November 12

Event

Monday

November 13

Green Sanctuary Committee

Tuesday

November 14

Bazaar Setup / Building & Grounds Work Group 10:00a.m.
Social Justice Coordinating Committee
3:00p.m.

Meet at church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse

Wednesday

November 15

Religious Education Committee
Membership Committee

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 9
Room 8

Thursday

November 16

Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

Saturday

November 18

Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar

9:00am-3:00p.m.

Whole church

Sunday

November 19

Sunday Service: “Being Together, Becoming
Human” Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Tuesday

November 21

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
World Religions Class

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
1:30 & 7:00p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1
Room 19

Thursday

November 23

Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday

November 26

Sunday Service: “Korea’s Spiritual Journey”
Rev. Dennis McCarthy

10:45a.m.

The Commons

Monday

November 27

Newsletter Deadline for December events
Study Group

12:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net
Room 18

Tuesday

November 28

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at church
Room 19
Room L1

Thursday

November 30

Organ Practice
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 12
The Commons

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

