News
& Views

People’s Church
A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association
Volume 78, Issue 12

August 2017

Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
1758 North Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Phone: 269-375-3262
Fax: 269-375-3270
office@peopleschurch.net
Church Office Hours:
M-Th 10am-4pm

Summer Services: “Stories That Inspire Us”
The theme for this summer's services are "Stories That Inspire Us". Our speakers
will share with our community their stories about what experiences or events
or people have been most important in helping them to a life of greater meaning.
These stories or persons may come from their own personal life, or from history,
or from fiction. As is our tradition at People's Church, the summer services will
be structured to allow for audience participation, so that we can all learn more
about each other's stories. We will meet in Room 19.
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ISAAC is in need of volunteers to help connect with
residents in neighborhoods to understand the most
important issues for our next two years' work. You and a
partner go door-to-door to ask residents about their
concerns and desires for their neighborhood. The voices
and needs of the community will then guide the justice work
ISAAC engages in over the next two years. Please contact
ISAAC at 269-341-4213 or at isaackalamazoo@gmail.com, to sign up help us
with this good work!!!!
We are asking our volunteers to wear ISAAC T-shirts while
walking door-to-door. New T-shirts are available for $20
each. If $20 is not affordable for you, you can borrow a shirt
for the afternoon, or you may be able to get one at a
reduced price, depending on ISAAC donors.

7
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister
Dear Ones,
As I write this on the 20th of
July, this month has been a
time of rest for me. I took
my furlough week—which
helped balance the church’s
budget—at the beginning
of the month. A dear friend,
DeForest, and I went up north and saw the
Sleeping Bear Dunes and other beautiful sites.
As someone from the coast, I keep expecting Lake
Michigan to have a salty sea smell, but I am learning
to love our beautiful landscapes and lakescapes.
DeForest and I have been taking baby swimming
lessons and he greets me many mornings with
“Swimming?,” hoping that will be part of the day.
I’m also in the midst of a few weeks of study leave,
the time the congregation releases me from the
normal rhythms of congregational life to allow for
study and planning that can be hard to squeeze in
when the to-do list gets long. I’m drafting our
worship calendar and beginning to reach out to
guest preachers.
This coming church year, most of our children
and youth will be exploring the world’s religions.
With the vision of everyone learning together
from these wisdom traditions and developing an
appreciative understanding of these faiths, world
religions will be part of our worshipping life and
adult religious education offerings this year.
To that end, I’ve been returning to some of my
favorite comparative religions texts, including The
World’s Religions by Huston Smith, God is Not One:
The Eight Rival Religions that Run the World by
Stephen Prothero, and The World’s Wisdom by
Philip Novak.
I’ve also been reading a lot of poetry, adding the
best ones to my elaborate filing system for possible
use in future worship services. I subscribe to
a few services that email me a poem every day.

My favorites are ‘The Writer’s Almanac’ and
‘Poem of the Day’ from the Poetry Foundation.
On a related note, I also subscribe to ‘Brain
Pickings Weekly’—an email by Maria Popova
that highlights insights from three books, essays,
or lectures. It spans the gamut from children’s
books to philosophy to science to art and
beyond. This email often inspires worship topics
and is a great source for the ‘Words for
Reflection’ every week. I tend to let these emails
accumulate in my inbox for months and then
read dozens at a time. If you’re looking for
poems or other insights to appear in your email
inbox, I recommend these to you.
Other things I’m reading right now (or hope
to read before my study leave ends) include A
Better Way of Dying: How to Make the Best
Choices at the End of Life by Jeanne Fitzpatrick
and Eileen M. Fitzpatrick (which the Facing Life,
Facing Death group will likely discuss this fall),
Wicca: A Guide for the Solitary Practitioner by Scott
Cunningham (as earth-based, pagan, and Wiccan
spiritualities are something I wish I knew more
about), and Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings
of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer, which was
recommended to me by a colleague.
Whatever it is you are up to this summer,
I hope it is restorative for you.
See you in church,
Rachel

Volume 78, Issue 12

News and Notices

Page 3

Volunteer Opportunities

Diane Melvin, our director of religious education is back from her sabbatical. She is in the midst of
preparing for the launch of the religious education classes when our program year begin in
September. If you have some time to give to support this vital ministry of our church, please contact
Diane at re@peopleschurch.net. Here are the most pressing needs:





Classroom Clean-Up: help get our classrooms clean and welcoming for our children.
August 29, 30 and September 1st, 5:00-7:30 pm
Cleaning the Bulletin Boards: It’s time to remove the old information and photos to make
room for the new.
Copying and Collating Curriculum: Help our teaching teams have the resources they need.
Administrative Support: Are you good with a computer? Mailing labels? This is the job for you.

Green Spot
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
AND ACTIVISM
For people who care deeply about being in right
relationship with nature, these are worrisome times.
The foxes (climate deniers, fossil fuel CEOs) are in
charge of the hen house and there are weekly stories
about new threats to the environment.
But all is not lost. As citizens, we do have power over
decisions about our natural resources—and making
your voice heard is a good antidote to the numbness
created by a constant drumbeat of chaos and conflict.
You may have heard that the Department of the
Interior is reviewing boundaries and regulations for
numerous national parks and protected areas, with a
goal of opening lands for oil and gas drilling. Our
power to counter these threats comes from federal
processes, which require that any new plans for public
lands be presented for public comment and that all
comments be addressed. If DOI tries to mess with
our national parks, we can speak up: as recreational
areas, biodiversity preserves, and carbon sinks these
lands benefit all of the American people, not just
wealthy oil companies. There is bipartisan support for
preserving our parks.
We can also participate in decisions about nature here
in Michigan. The MDEQ is deciding how to deal with
Enbridge’s aged Line 5 oil pipeline that runs under the
Mackinac Straits. A University of Michigan study

determined that a spill would be catastrophic for
Great Lakes ecosystems and economies. Indigenous
communities and other water protectors are
working hard to make sure that citizens’ voices are
heard. As each new report comes out,
Michiganders have opportunities to contribute to
the process. The DEQ is accepting comments on a
report about alternatives to the pipeline through
August 4. Check this site for analysis of the report
and a link to their comment letter http://
www.oilandwaterdontmix.org/
comment_to_shutdown?splash=1 or comment
through MDEQ’s pipeline webpage: https://
mipetroleumpipelines.com/
Closer to home, we can contribute to decisions
about the Kalamazoo River cleanup. The EPA has
submitted a list of options for removing
contamination in Otsego, which is open for
comments through August 30. For information and
comment submissions: https://www.epa.gov/mi/
forms/kalamazoo-river-proposed-plan-publiccomment
This summer, enjoy our marvelous parks. Michigan
is blessed with a national park (Isle Royale), two
national lakeshores (Sleeping Bear Dunes and
Pictures Rocks), and numerous state parks. While
you are there, store up memories for use
personalizing letters to your representatives when
it comes time to exercise your power as a citizen.
If you’re over 62, ask about the National Parks
lifetime senior pass. There’s a big price increase on
August 28.
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with People's people talking about why they came to People's and why they
continue to participate.

Tom and Karen Voigts
Tom and Karen
Voigts first attended
People’s more than
twelve years ago.
They had been
looking for a likeminded church with a
strong emphasis on
social justice issues;
and friends had
encouraged them that People’s was the place to
come.
Karen grew up in a Unitarian Church in the Detroit
area. Tom attended the United Methodist Church
in Manistee.
When they first joined People’s, Tom was active in
the choir, was on the fundraising committee; and
both Tom and Karen helped make many People’s
pasties for a couple years. This was a natural fit for
them, as they’d lived in the UP several years.
The busyness of their lives, as well as the commute
into Kalamazoo, led them to take a break from
regular attendance for a few years. However, the
reality of the 2016 election brought them back.
They felt they needed to be part of a larger
community of like-minded people and to engage in
actions to make a difference.

Karen and Tom feel that being a sanctuary church is
important in today’s world.

are social justice, involvement with ISAAC and the
terrific religious education programs.
The couple have traveled in many countries. Some
of their favorite places include Ireland, Scotland,
Greece, Turkey, India, Germany, Egypt and Taiwan;
so a global, inclusive worldview, as well as a strong
commitment to the environment are important to
them.
They feel they’ve found a home at People’s and
they appreciate the church’s vision. Tom said,
“Liberal religious views are important to me;
and I have found that here.”
The couple have lived on a hobby farm near Allegan
for 36 years, as part of the back to the land
movement. They grow most of their own food and
have raised farm animals in the past.
Karen is a retired library media specialist and an
RN. Her hobbies include reading, gardening,
cooking, spinning, weaving, knitting and travel.
Tom, a retired management consultant in the wood
industry, enjoys farming, woodworking, work and
travel. He has played tuba in the Kalamazoo
Concert Band for nearly forty years.

(Tom, 71, and Karen, 70 have two children and one
granddaughter and will celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary this fall.)

Other issues that are important to them at People’s

If you’d be willing to be interviewed and featured in this part of News & Views,
please contact Ardyce Curl at oakwoods@net-link.net
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Gratitude
I'm so grateful to be returning to church feeling
refreshed and renewed after my six-month sabbatical.
My time was spent doing much deep grief work,
resting and healing, meditating, reading and studying,
lifting weights and working out, hiking in the woods,
swimming, running and biking, traveling a little bit, and
having precious time with family.
The richest part of my sabbatical was the one to two
hours I spent each day studying and practicing Lojong.
This is an ancient Buddhist mind
-training program designed to
cultivate a compassionate heart
and more wisdom. I feel
transformed by the effects of
this invaluable way of perceiving
and living in the world.
I was feeling so energized this
spring that I decided to train for
a sprint triathlon which I will be
doing on August 12th at
Prairieview Park in Vicksburg. That has provided
opportunities for much stretching and growth in new
ways that I've really enjoyed.
I gained two new family
members this spring. My new
grandson, Valen Melvin was
born in June (I love being a
grandma). And I adopted a new
dog from the animal shelter.
Griffyn is probably a 1.5 year
old Retriever Shepard mix.
He is a big, happy, friendly
puppy who loves everyone.
I want to offer enormous gratitude to everyone who
helped to cover for my absence. I tried to make the
best use of the precious gift of time I was given. I am
thankful for this much needed chance to rest and heal.
I'm especially grateful to those who made it possible.
Thank you to Rev. Rachel and the sabbatical team:
Mary Kate Webster, Kelly Henderson, Jeff Kirkwood
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and Connie Ferguson. And special thanks goes to
Nicky Gates who carried more than she should
have while I was gone!
With gratitude,
Diane Melvin, Director of Religious Education

RE Classroom Clean up Dates
August 29, 30 and September 1st
5:00-7:30 pm
Everyone is invited and needed to help
clean up and organize the RE classrooms
and get everything ready for the new year.
Pizza will be provided for everyone who
RSVPs to Diane at re@peopleschurch.net.

Summer Sunday
Religious Education Activities
Room 9
Our Summer Sunday Religious Education
Program continues throughout the
summer with activities for kids entering
kindergarten to those entering eighth
grade, 10:45 am. (Our nursery will be
available for younger
children.) Led by Mary
Kate Webster and
Cary Betz-Williams,
we are reading The
Kids' Book of
Awesome Stuff, about
the interdependent
web of life and how
we are all from "star
stuff." We play games,
enjoy crafts, take
nature walks and make new friends.
Visiting grandchildren are welcome.
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The Library Corner
Writings on the Wall: Searching for a
New Equality beyond Black and
White by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and
Raymond Obstfeld
Basketball legend
and cultural
commentator
Kareem AbdulJabbar explores
how the America
of today is a
fractured society,
sharply divided
along the lines of
race, gender, religion, political party
and economic class. In Writings on
the Wall he examines these issues
with insight and passion as he draws
from his own experiences as a
superstar athlete, an inquisitive
scholar, a celebrity, a father, an
African American and a Muslim.
Abdul-Jabbar probes the roots of bias
and unfairness that remain a
stubborn part of America, bringing a
bright spotlight of reason and
curiosity, illuminating the way to a
more unified country and making a
compelling case for how America can
create equal opportunity for all its
citizens, not just the few and the
favored.

Now displayed on top of People’s library
shelves/Later to found in 305.5 Ab.

Events and Activities

News & Views

Mahouts Needed for White Elephants
at Holiday Bazaar
We need two energetic people to join the Bazaar
Steering Committee and
coordinate the White Elephant
portion of this amazing event
on November 18th that
benefits our church. For
details, contact Rochelle
Habeck-Hunt at
habeck@chartermi.net.
Also, please search your
closets now for all very nice items (please, no
clothing or furniture) that you can clean, set aside and
donate to be repurposed in our White Elephant Sale.
Housewares, decorative items, and children’s toys are
especially popular.
The next meeting of the Steering Committee will be
Wednesday evening, September 13th at 6:30 at church.

Study Group
The Study Group will be on hiatus this summer. However,
at our next meeting, on Monday, September 18 at 7:30
p.m. in Room 18, we will be discussing
an exciting book by Katherine Ozment,
Grace Without God: The Search for
Meaning, Purpose, and Belonging in a
Secular Age. This award-winning book
is both a personal and professional
exploration of how Americans are
dealing with religious and spiritual
issues in today's society. In addition, at
our September meeting, we will be
discussing what books we want to read
the rest of the year, at our regular monthly meetings,
dealing with religious, philosophical, and scientific issues
of current concern. So please come and participate in our
group, and help decide what we will discuss next!
For more information, contact Tim Bartik at
bartik@upjohn.org or 269-806-1904.
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen

August 3

Organ Practice
Holiday Bazaar Core Team Meeting

10:00a.m.
5:00p.m.

The Commons
Room L1

August 6

Summer Service: “Stories That Inspire Us”
Allen Webb
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee

10:45a.m.

Room 19

1:00p.m.

Room L1

Mon.-Fri.

August 7-11

Floor Cleaning—Whole Church
NO EVENTS

Whole Church

Sunday

August 13

Summer Service: “Stories that Inspire Us”
Cylis Dreamer

10:45a.m.

Room 19

Monday

August 14

Archives Committee

10:00a.m.

Archives Room

Tuesday

August 15

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1

Thursday

August 17

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Sunday

August 20

Summer Service: “Stories that Inspire Us”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Room 19

Monday

August 21

Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

August 22

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Thursday

August 24

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

Friday

August 25

Newsletter Mailing

9:30a.m.

Room 8

Sunday

August 27

Summer Service: “Stories that Inspire Us”
Marti Peters-Sparling

10:45a.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

August 29

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Thursday

August 31

Organ Practice

10:00a.m.

The Commons

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

People's Church Cookbooks
The cookbooks are in! If you
are interested in purchasing a
sesquicentennial cookbooks
(which include many People's
people's recipes), please ask office
administrator, Chris Schleuder.
The cookbooks are $18 each,
and we have a limited supply.

Address Update
Andrea Huff
3301 Gull Rd
Apt 108
Kalamazoo MI 49048
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

