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CAMPAIGN
UPDATE

Making Our Values Real
BY REV. RACHEL LONBERG, SENIOR MINISTER
There are two ways to make our values real in the world
– to organize people and to organize money. At People’s
Church, we organize people and we organize money to
make our values of love, justice, and respect for the earth
more present within our church walls and beyond them.
We know that right now the world is calling for us to live
our values in new and more powerful ways.
At People’s Church, we are constantly organizing people.
People’s people teach our children, serve on committees,
serve our community, sing and cook and take part in
many efforts to do good work for our church and in the
world. Our religious education volunteers are organized in
powerful ways as they fill in for Diane Melvin, our director
of religious education, as she takes a much-needed
sabbatical.

upcoming events
Sunday, March 12
Campaign Kickoff
Join us as we kick off our 2017 stewardship campaign. The Events
Team will be hosting an Amish Haystack Lunch following the
Sunday service. The Haystack meal follows the Amish tradition
of people coming together to complete community projects such
as planting or barn raising. The Haystack was created by layering
whatever fresh, wholesome food was available. The campaign
committee will provide all the fixings — meats, potatoes, rice,
beans, vegetables, sauces — for building your own “haystack.”

organizing money. We are entering our stewardship

Sunday, April 2 @ 2:00 p.m.
Financial Planning Workshop

season. In the coming weeks, you will be hearing
about our spring campaign which includes three
efforts – support of our annual operating budget, support

Do you have a strong financial foundation in place? How well do
your financial choices reflect your values? Join us for a 60-minute
workshop focused on core financial principles and how they tie
to stewardship considerations.

Now, we are entering the season when we talk about

of a capital campaign to pay off the debt we took on to
expand our building, and the expansion of our planned
giving program. In the coming weeks, I invite you to reflect
on how you use your money to promote your deepest
values and let this guide your preparation and participation
in stewardship. Some of you will be visited by ambassadors.
I hope you share stories with them about why People’s
Church matters to you.
People’s people are generous people. Last year, we fell
Continued on page 2
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Sunday, April 16
Pledge Sunday & Celebration Brunch
We will celebrate the conclusion of our campaign on April 16
with a special intergenerational service followed by a spring
brunch. We will request completed pledge cards that day so that
our 2017-18 budget can be prepared for consideration at our
annual meeting. Following the service, join us for delicious finger
foods, coffee and juice in the foyer. If you’d like to contribute one
of your brunch specialties, please sign up in the foyer or contact
River Artz-Iffland at 269-254-7795.

CAMPAIGN GOALS
GOAL ONE

GOAL TWO

GOAL THREE

Living Out Our Values

Financial Freedom

Shared Commitment

Reaching our capital campaign goal of
$550,000 will retire our building loan,
strengthen our financial position, and
bring final closure to our expansion
project. By repaying our loan in
just three more years, we will save
over $137,000 in interest expenses,
while focusing our resources on
programming that benefits our church
and Kalamazoo communities.

The support of every member and
friend of People’s Church makes a
difference. As you reflect on all that
People’s Church brings to your life and
our community, please know that your
support is much needed and greatly
appreciated. Our hope is that each of
us consider a generous gift within our
means to sustain our shared work in
the year ahead.

Your support for our annual operating
budget allows People’s Church to
nurture our faith community and be an
important presence in our community
– deepening relationships, promoting
social justice, bearing witness to our
progressive religious values, and
forming future generations through
religious education. In recent years
we have relied on special requests to
sustain portions of our annual work.
Our goal in 2017-18 is to encourage
People’s people to take a fresh look at
their level of annual giving. With our
collective support, we can treat our
dedicated staff justly, maintain our
quality programs, and continue our
community outreach that reflects the
core of who we aspire to be.

If you recognize this pic,
there’s a good likelihood
you live with a kid — or
perhaps you’re a kid at heart!

“FOF” FOR ALL AGES
What better way to get children and families involved in
Forging Our Future than by incorporating the most popular
video game ever. As our contributions grow from people of all ages,
they will be built upon a foundation made of Minecraft blocks.
There will be three different kinds of blocks available for purchase,
and our youth will be helping create and run the fundraiser for the
foundation of our campaign. Thanks for your support.
From Rev. Rachel
Continued from page 1

short of our goal for our operating
budget. We ran a short campaign in
the fall to make up the difference. I
asked you for $50,000 and you gave
$52,000. This year, church leaders are
committed to bringing a balanced
budget to our annual meeting in May.
This year, we hope to offer pay raises
to our wonderful, capable church staff
for the first time in four years. This year,
we hope to respond to the changing
political reality with even more love and

even more justice. Again this year, your
generosity will make this possible.
When we organize people and organize
money, we make a difference in the
world. We teach our children about
injustice and empower them to act. We
offer comfort and community to people
seeking solace. We help a refugee family
create a new life here in Kalamazoo. We
help recently released former prisoners
regain their footing. We provide

meeting space for community groups
that share our values. We protect and
maintain our beautiful piece of land.
We inspire one another with music
and poetry. The organized people and
organized money of People’s Church
have created more love and more
justice in Kalamazoo ever since 1855.
Your continued generosity with your
time and your money will carry this
powerful legacy forward.

On the Home Stretch

FINAL STEPS TO COMPLETION
BY ALLAN HUNT AND MEGAN REYNOLDS, CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS
This spring marks the final installment in our commitment
made in 2011 when we voted to expand and upgrade
our Church home. Some of you will remember that we
committed to $1.5 million in construction costs and
upgrades, and we borrowed nearly $1.0 million to make
our dream a reality.
Now we are living and enjoying that reality!
We have extra classrooms and meeting spaces; we have
a barrier-free entrance and elevator; we have improved
office space; we have quality community space; and
we have a structure that is worthy of what goes on inside.
And we have paid off two-thirds of the construction cost,
with only $527,700 remaining on our building loan!
Soon, it will be time to make your final pledge of financial
support to fulfill that commitment. If you were here

in 2011, hopefully you remember the excitement and
determination that we felt at that time. After nearly
two years of planning and discussion, we voted almost
unanimously to proceed.
We hope you agree that the reality is even better than
we dreamed! It is almost hard to imagine our church
without its accessible entrance, its other large meeting
room (air-conditioned and very popular with renters), the
retreat for young adults, and the meeting room downstairs,
the private offices for our staff, and the spacious and
welcoming feeling our building inspires.
Almost 200 of us have made a gift to either or both of the
first two campaigns over the past six years. We hope you
will join us for one final church-wide effort. With your help,
our debt-free goal is within reach.

UPCOMING
AMBASSADOR VISITS

Ambassadors
Tim Bartik
Linda Gentry Bennett
Gordon Bolar
Jan Crosby
Bob Davis
Joann Dodson
Connie Ferguson
Steve Ferguson
Karen Friedel
John Geisler
Mark Gernsback
Sue Glenn
Dyrk Hamilton
Rochelle Habeck Hunt
Allan Hunt
Rick Johnson
Mary Lewis
Marj Lightner
Lois Loeffler
Susan Moerdyk
Nadine Godin Nassaney
Catherine Niessink
Megan Reynolds
Chris Semelbauer
Kay Spade
John Steele
Sandy Steele
Manny Tsang
Deb Wickman
Jeannine Willacker
Diane Worden

g

Thank you for reflecting on your financial means
as well as what this church means to you and our
broader community as Stewardship season begins
on March 12.

BY ROCHELLE HABECK HUNT, RICK JOHNSON & CHRIS SEMELBAUER, AMBASSADOR CO-CHAIRS
Given the tremendous number of people who have come to the church during
the last few years, special efforts are being made to conduct one-to-one visits
as part of the campaign process. We are grateful for our fellow Ambassadors
who have agreed to help in strengthening the ties among us and deepening
our understanding and connections with one another.

Many of you will be receiving calls from Ambassadors
following our March 12 campaign kickoff requesting
a 30-minute meeting.
We hope you will say, “yes” if invited to one of these face-to-face visits.
The goal is to have all visits completed by the end of March so that people
may give thoughtful consideration to their stewardship decisions when
we celebrate our Pledge Sunday in mid-April. Not everyone will get a visit,
but we want to make sure that we at least make time to visit all who are
newer to People’s Church. If you do not receive a call by March 17 and want
to talk with someone, please call the church office to request a visit.
These meetings are a chance to share stories about our lives and connection
to People’s Church, provide information about this year’s campaign, and reflect
on our journey as stewards of shared values. These are not fundraising calls
and you will not be asked to share your pledge with the Ambassador. Rather,
these are chances to share information you will need, make connections, and
encourage participation.
If you receive a call, please welcome your Ambassador’s visit and enjoy the
process. Thank you for your participation!

questions & answers
Why is it important that
I participate in a one-on-one
visit with an Ambassador?
Like you, the Ambassadors share in your
concerns, values, and interests. A visit with
one of the Ambassadors is more than
an opportunity to ask questions or learn
about the Forging Our Future campaign.
It is an equally important opportunity to
strengthen our bonds in friendship as a
community. Rest assured, the Ambassadors
will not ask you for a specific pledge or
contribution – only that you give thoughtful
reflection on the ways your stewardship
will positively impact People’s Church.

Is it realistic for us to fully retire
our remaining building debt
through one final campaign?
Yes. In the first Feeding Our Flame campaign,
People’s people offered an extraordinary
level of support, committing approximately
$750,000 to improve our facilities. Knowing
the impact that investment had on our
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church and with a larger community sharing
in the work, we are well-positioned to bring
a successful close to our project. If each
of us is willing to share in this final effort,
our debt-free goal is most definitely within
our reach.

What are the benefits of retiring
our debt ahead of schedule?
As wise stewards of our financial resources,
eliminating church debt strengthens our
financial position. The current campaign
will wipe out our remaining building loan,
save $137,000 in financing costs, and bring
our requests for special support for this
project to an end.
A rewarding sense of accomplishment
comes with a successful campaign,
especially in realizing that our support
is not solely focused on covering interest
costs. Rather, our ongoing stewardship
can be focused on high-quality programs,
social justice outreach, and other oppor
tunities. We’re hopeful that all members
will share in this worthwhile endeavor.
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