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March 5 “For Such a Time as This” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
The Book of Esther in the Hebrew Scriptures is a strange book. It features a
beauty contest and never mentions God. It also tells the story of a courageous
queen who defeats a plot to destroy her people. How might ancient story inspire
us to act with courage today?
March 12
“Forging our Future”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
We’ll kick off our stewardship season by reflecting on how our church has
‘advanced the cause of pure and practical religion in the
community’ and cast visions of what we might do together
in the years ahead. Members and friends of People’s Church
will be invited to consider their gifts to our annual operating
budget and our last (at least for a long time) capital campaign.
Please note Daylight Savings Time begins today. Remember to move your clocks
ahead one hour. We will also hold a Special Collection at this service (see page 3
for details).
March 19 “Beyond Good Intentions: The Role that White People Must
Play in the Work of Racial Justice” Dr. Melanie Morrison
At this time in our nation, when we are witnessing an alarming resurgence of white
supremacy, it is imperative that white people do the deep work required to claim
an anti-racist identity, understanding the privilege they carry, and interrupt racism
where they live, study, work, and worship. Sadly, too many white people stop
short of that deep work, assuming that good intentions are enough. Dr. Morrison’s
sermon will address how white people can and must move through places where
they often get stuck, so they can step up with courage, humility, and compassion to
participate in movements led by people of color and help move other white people
to greater anti-racist awareness and action. (Read more about Dr. Morrison on
page 5.)
March 26
“A Brave Year”
Rev. Jill McAllister
We find ourselves at so many crossroads and turning points, politically,
environmentally, and socially. What does this mean for us spiritually, or as persons
committed to religious and ethical values? At the very least, we must find ways to
build and sustain courage and commitment.
Jill McAllister is the minister emerita of People’s Church. She currently serves as the senior
minister at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis, OR.
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister
Dear Ones,
On Sunday February 19,
we had a question service.
The people who attended our
service that day submitted
questions and I answered
them during the time usually
set aside for the sermon. I did
not get a chance to answer all
of your wonderful questions. I’m using this space to
answer a few more:





How can we find peace in these troubled times?
How do we overcome anger/anxiety related to all the
fear in the world?
What lessons can we draw from Unitarian or
Universalists to light our path through Trumpism?
How can I bear having Trump referred to as
president?

About a third of the questions I received were about
our current political reality and how we live our faith
now. I’m struggling to answer this question too.
What I have found to work so far is to remember the
stories of social movements in the past—the antislavery movement, the civil rights movement, the
movement for gay liberation—and know that they felt
despair too. “The arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice,” our ancestors remind us.
Some days, I am better at believing that than others.
I do what I can and remember that this is a relay,
not a sprint. If I can’t make it to a rally or call a certain
elected official, I know that I am on a team with
millions of others and I am not the one to always carry
the baton. I take time to care for myself, attend to
spiritual practice, and find joy knowing that I need
to do this to sustain myself for the years ahead.

Receiving so many questions on this theme makes
me realize that we at People’s Church should be
having more opportunities for conversation and
support about how we live our values now.
Rev. Jill, our minister emerita, and I will host a
workshop about this on Saturday, March 25.
There, we can talk about what sort of ongoing
support might be needed in our community.
What is the structure of the UU Church?
Unitarian Universalists practice congregational
polity, which means that the congregation is the
highest authority. You, at congregational meetings,
call your minister and elect your board who attend
to the programs and governance of the
congregation, respectively. There is no bishop or
pope or regional leader who tells us what to do
here.
That said, we do partner with other congregations
to do things we can’t do alone, like write religious
education curricula, do state-wide or national
advocacy, and make sure ministers are properly
trained. Most of this work is coordinated through
the Unitarian Universalist Association, based in
Boston. There is also a regional body—the
MidAmerica Region, which stretches from
Kentucky to North Dakota. The MidAmerica
regional assembly is happening April 28-30 near
Chicago. I hope you consider attending. It is a
powerful experience to connect with other
Unitarian Universalists to learn and worship
together.
See you in church,
Rachel

Upcoming Workshop—How Do We Live Our Values Now?
Saturday, March 25, 2:00 pm, Room 19
Join Rev. Rachel and Rev. Jill McAllister, our minister emerita to explore the challenges and
opportunities we face as people who affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person
in the current political climate.
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New Member Recognition Ceremony
Sunday, March 5
On Sunday, March 5th we will recognize our
newest members to People’s Church during the
Sunday service. New and joining members are
welcome to attend a Bond of Union Signing
Ceremony that will begin at 10:00 a.m. in Room
L1. If you are interested in joining People’s on this
day, please fill out and return the Member Info
Form to the church office by February 28.

March Special Collection

People’s Church Takes on ILLITERACY
Are you ready to help challenge the NEXT Harry
Potter horcrux? Kids in Religious Education (RE)
are. The target is ILLITERACY and the attack is
scheduled to start on March 12th with our
SPECIAL COLLECTION. Our goal is to
provide a book for every child at Lincoln School.
We will need to have 320 books to accomplish
this goal. The Special
Collection will be BOOKS/
and or a DONATION to
purchase books. RE kids will
be helping to sort the books
for distribution to Lincoln
School classrooms and will be
making bookmarks for each
Lincoln School student. This is
an intergenerational project!
Bookbug is partnering with People’s Church to
help us achieve our goal. They have put together
a list of suggested books and the number of each
title that will be needed. Bookbug is offering a
$15% discount for all books purchased for this
project.
WAYS YOU CAN PARTICIPATE:
 Purchase a book or books from our list
in-person at Bookbug and bring the purchase
to church on Sunday, March 12th (or any time
during the month of March).
 Make a purchase from our list using



Bookbug’s online service and they will deliver
the books to church at the end of March
Make a donation, and the Social Justice
Coordinating Committee will purchase books
from the list on your behalf

ONLINE INSTRUCTIONS
Go to : http://www.bookbugkalamazoo.com/
wishlist/55 to access The Lincoln School Wish
List for People’s Church. Information about the
books, age level, price and number needed will be
noted. You can purchase books much as you
would purchase from a bridal or baby registry or
wish list.
When ordering online or in the store, you will
need to enter the discount code LINCOLN
at checkout in order to get the discount.
You can choose to have the book or books you
order come to the store by choosing the shipping
option “pick up in store” and Bookbug will collect
them for delivery to the church. You can also
choose to pick up what you order from the store
and bring it to church yourself.
IN STORE INSTRUCTIONS
Bookbug is located in the Oakwood Plaza. If you
want to purchase a book or books at the store
from the The Lincoln School Wish List for
People’s Church, ask a staff member to help you.
They will be able to show you the list and you can
pick out the books you want to purchase and
donate. Be sure to tell them the discount code:
LINCOLN.
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why she
continues to participate.

Cary Betz-Williams
Cary Betz-Williams and
her son Nicholas BetzThorn, have been coming
to People’s since 2008.
“It was mostly out of the
need for community after
the death of my parents
and husband,” she said.
“I knew about People’s from family friends who
had attended and recommended it,” Cary said.
“Nich and I liked it from the beginning and It has
become more than community. It has become
family. The people here have helped me raise my
son into a wonderful young man, and I’m grateful
for that. I’ve been a member since 2008, and
Nich, now 17, is considering joining on his own.”
“I was Roman Catholic and attended Saint
Thomas More student parish until I was 19, when
I stomped away because I was tired of feeling
guilty and conflicted all the time,” Cary said.
“After that I didn’t attend church for a number of
years except as courtesy to friends,” she said.
“I flirted with atheism, which didn’t feel quite
right; and then I happened into Paganism, which
did. Wicca (a modern form of paganism) felt the
closet to what I was looking for, though I never
found a group that I was comfortable with; and so
I was a solitary follower. Along this path I spent
time at a Spiritualist church. My great
grandmother had been a spiritualist and my aunt
was a strong medium long before such a thing
went mainstream. I met some interesting people
and had some odd and enlightening experiences
along both these paths and felt comfortable with
who I was spiritually for the first time in my life.”

Now at People’s, Cary is very active. She, has
taught K-1 classes, assisted with O.W.L. (lifespan
sexuality education), helped on the Religious
Education Curriculum Committee, volunteered
at the Holiday Bazaar and helps wash coffee cups.
She is currently on the RE Committee for the
second time, recently joined the ARAOMC
Committee, and is helping with next year’s
curriculum. She also helps lead the Youth group
and acts as a greeter on Sunday mornings.
She wants to continue to teach and says she
would sometime like to join the choir and the
Social Justice Coordinating Committee.
“Rev Rachel’s sermons keep me going on difficult
days,” she said.
Cary said she would like to see the church work
harder to become more diverse and to reach out
to the larger community like Caroline Bartlett
Crane did.
(Cary, 55, is employed at the Kalamazoo Valley
Museum as an Interpretation specialist. She also has
a small tutoring service where she works with
students who have learning difficulties such as
dysgraphia, dyslexia, ADD/HD and executive
functioning issues. Her son Nicholas, 17, also attends
People’s.).

If you’d be willing to be interviewed and
featured in this part of News & Views,
please contact Ardyce Curl at
oakwoods@net-link.net
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Social Justice Coordinating
Committee Update
The battle against the third horcrux, Animal
Cruelty, waged by our Religious Education
program, has three fronts: the offering received
Sunday, February 12th which amounted to
$812, the collection of supplies needed by the
SPCA (ongoing), and the volunteer effort by our
youth taking place March 12. There is still time
to bring dog and cat items to place in the
marked boxes in the lower lobby. The Needs
List can be found at SWMichiganSPCA.com.
Let's fill the boxes so our kids will have lots of
stuff to take with them when they go to
volunteer!
Please see page 3 for details and information on
our March Specialty Collection for Lincoln
Elementary School.
Another opportunity for 8th- to 12th-graders to
participate in social justice will be available on
March 18 at the Future Leaders for Peace kickoff at St. Luke's Episcopal Church. Over the
next year, Future Leaders for
Peace will lead a justice movement
throughout Kalamazoo County.
Aligned with ISAAC's three core
issues, youth will organize and
advocate for public policies that
support violence prevention, racial justice and
educational equity. These young people will
build support among policymakers, community
leaders, parents/guardians and students. They
will be trained to hold peer sessions, will
conduct a peer listening campaign during the
summer of 2017 and in October 2017 will vote
on their next issue to address within their youth
cohort. Interested? Call Venessa or Wendy at
269-341-4213.
Loaves and Fishes need for March is sugarless
canned fruit.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
meets the second Tuesday of each month at
10:00 a.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.
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Service Auction Update
The Service Auction held on Sunday, February 19, whose
purpose was to help folks get to know one another and to
donate funds for the church,
resulted in fun, of course, and
bid awards on 171 items or
services, for a total of over
$7,000! From home-made
pies to dinners out with other
People's folks to learning, arts
and entertainment events, hope everyone enjoys the new
and unusual or the tried and true, adventures and fellowship
that will result from this auction!
Winning bidders—if you were not present at the close of
the auction, you will receive certificates for what you won, in
the mail. On each certificate is information regarding how to
contact the donor to arrange for the service or item to be
provided. Invoices—will be sent to winning bidders who
have an outstanding balance (unpaid). Winners who have
items to be picked up (pictures and jewelry)—will receive
an email with information telling how to pick up the item(s).
Donors will receive an email with the list of the bidders who
purchased their items.
Thanks to those who donated and to those who engaged in
the bidding!

Biography of March 19th Speaker
Melanie S. Morrison, Ph.D., is founder
and Executive Director of Allies for
Change (www.alliesforchange.org).
She is a social justice educator,
activist, pastor and author with 25
years experience designing and
facilitating anti-racism workshops and
seminars. She is the author of The
Grace of Coming Home: Sexuality, Spirituality, and the
Struggle for Justice and numerous journal articles. Ordained
in the United Church of Christ, she has pastored three
congregations; two in Michigan and one in the Netherlands.
She is proud to be one of the founding pastors of Phoenix
Community Church in Kalamazoo. She lives in Okemos,
Michigan with her life partner, April Allison.
Melanie believes it is possible to grow ever more aware of
the depth and complexity of injustice without surrendering
our capacity for compassion, joy, and hope.
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RACE MATTERS
By Missy Howse-Kurtz
As an out lesbian activist, I felt
that there wasn't that much for
me to learn about racism. I had
sensitivity, I knew racism
existed, and I knew it was
wrong. Then I joined the
ARAOMC committee and then
went to an anti racism training.
I felt and still feel like I'm a
pretty courageous person,
often speaking up for the
underdog, being willing to state unpopular
opinions, having been out since the late eighties
and having done many educational panel
presentations with GLBT people about our
experiences. When I first came to People's
Church, I was excited to see that there was an
active anti-racism committee. In my previous
church, racial makeup was a big concern at the
local and national level. I never understood that
the concern was bigger than diversifying our
congregation and denomination. This goes beyond
reaching out and pulling people into our seats.
However, I found that I have a lifetime of learning
ahead of me about antiracism. I thought it was just
a matter of getting the right credentials to go out
and do the work. I found instead that racism is so
pervasive, it infiltrates every aspect of life and
society. It is systemic and has a very long recorded
history. It doesn't just hurt people of color—it
hurts all of us. I found that there is more internal
work to do, and lots of work to do within white
identified communities.
I feel impassioned and excited about the future,
knowing that change is slow and takes lots of hard
work. it is taking generations to make some
progress. I feel motivated to do my small part, and
continue to learn what that part might be as time
goes on. I'm excited about the future of this work
with People's Church.

News & Views

Join a Chalice Circle
We are reinstituting Chalice Circles here at
People’s, starting with one group this spring for
new members (who will receive invitations in
the mail).
Chalice Circles are small groups of 7-9 people,
which meet monthly according to mutually
agreed upon schedules. Each meeting addresses
a topic of mutual interest, concern and
experience, and is led by a trained facilitator.
Chalice Circles are designed to enrich the
community by allowing participants to speak and
be heard with the kind of attentiveness that can
sometimes be difficult to find in the busy life of a
growing congregation. Chalice Circles provide a
place to make trusted friends, minister to fellow
congregants and be ministered unto, and
experience personal and spiritual growth by
seeing your life in the context of others’
experiences.
We hope to expand offerings next year and to
eventually offer them to all interested church
members. Please let Rev. Rachel know if you’d
like to participate.

—A joint project of the Religious Education and
Membership Committees

ARAOMC Annual
Antiracism Gathering
Sunday, April 23, 12:30 – 2:30p.m.
The Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression MultiCultural Committee is asking everyone in
the church to participate, learn, and share
in our annual Antiracism gathering—
no matter what your level of training or
previous exposure! More details will be
announced as the date nears.

Volume 78, Issue 7

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Green Spot
Climate Ready Kalamazoo: Working for a Safe,
Healthy, and Sustainable Community
Weds, March 29, 2017 at 7PM
Schneider Hall, Room 2000, WMU Haworth
College of Business

Communities in Michigan are developing Climate
Action Plans (CAPs), in which they assess the best
ways to reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions that
destabilize the global
climate and plan ahead
so they are ready to
protect citizens from the
effects of climate change.
The city of Kalamazoo is
in the process of revising its master plan and will
incorporate climate action into the new plan to
ensure that our community is a safe, healthy, and
sustainable community for all residents.
On March 29, there will be a public event to discuss
how climate change will affect people in the
Kalamazoo area and what actions our city agencies
and local people can take to make our community
“climate ready.” Experts from cities in Michigan that
already have Climate Action Plans will share
information about how to develop and implement an
effective CAP. Kalamazoo city leaders and planners
will attend the event to explain what they are
already doing in our city, listen to ideas from
community members, and discuss how the
community can participate in development and
implementation of a Kalamazoo Climate Action Plan.
Please join us for this discussion and learn how we
can all contribute to local climate action.
Sponsored by: Hope for Creation, the WMU
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, and
the City of Kalamazoo Community Planning and
Development Department.
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Medicine Wheel
Native American Ceremony
Friday, March 10, 7:00-8:30 pm, Room 9
FREE Event
In the tradition of Sun Bear, this sacred circle is an
opportunity to come together in
harmony and reconnect with all
of our relations: the animals,
plants and minerals in addition to
our human brothers and sisters.
Here we will find healing, for
ourselves, our relationships, and
our beautiful earth mother.
There will be singing, drumming
and rattling. We will build the
wheel, create prayer ties and
pass a talking stick. Please bring
your own drums and rattles if you have them, and
any stones or other small power objects you would
like to place on the wheel. Everything else will be
provided. For more information, contact Ann at 269350-1320 (call or text) or capri116@aol.com.
“Walk in balance on the Earth Mother" — Sun Bear

Upcoming Youth Conferences
April 7-9th Middle School: Election Con at the
UU Church of Tippecanoe County, West La Fayette,
Indiana
April 21-23rd High School: Bridging Con at
Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church, Louisville,
Kentucky
Contact Jeff Kirkwood at 269-623-2932 or
birdman@mei.net for more information.

Save the Date for 2017 Peace and
Nature Camp
Peace and Nature Camp is a oneweek day-camp at People’s Church,
and will be M-F, June 19-23, 9am4pm. It is open to all children 7-12
years old. Registration will open in
April.
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Book Club

People’s Potluck

Thursday, March 9, 1:30p.m.

Sunday, March 12

On March 9 at 1:30p.m.,
Drusie Rosegrant will review
The Book of Genesis (yes,
the Bible version; read any
edition). She says there are
some good stories in there.

Join us after the service on
Sunday, March 12 for a potluck
lunch in The Commons.
Please bring a dish to share!

The Discussion Group

We'll meet at Friendship
Village. Someone will be near
the main entrance to direct
you to the meeting room.

Meets 1st and 3rd Saturdays of month
from 10:00 to noon

The Book Club meets the 2nd Thursday of every
month through the church year discussing books
selected at a summer meeting. Copies of schedules
are in the church foyer. Newcomers are always
welcome.
If you have questions, feel free to contact Marj
Lightner (353-1311) or Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com).

Day

Date

Wednesday

March 1

Thursday

March 2

The Discussion Group meets on the 1st & 3rd
Saturdays of the month from 10a.m. to 12p.m. in
Room 6/7. Participants propose topics, with input
from the group. On March 4, we go to our
'default' topic, i.e. a current "Atlantic Monthly" or
"Time" magazine cover article—whichever one
wins the 'popular vote'.
To join the email list and get related (concise,
popular media) readings shared in advance, or if
you have questions, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com).

Event

Time

Place

Board Meeting

6:30p.m.

Room L1

Committee on Ministry
Nonviolent Communication Class (at UUCC)
Choir Rehearsal

9:30a.m.
2p.m. & 6:15p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18

10441 Shaver Rd, Portage
The Commons

Saturday

March 4

The Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Room 6/7

Sunday

March 5

Youth Band
K-1st Grade OWL
Bond of Union Signing Ceremony
Sunday Service: “ For Such a Time as This”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee
Art Wall Reception for Dana Kubinski

9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Room 19
Room L1
The Commons

12:15p.m.

Room L1

12:15p.m.

The Commons

Tuesday

March 6

Building & Grounds Committee
Talking Pots
Young Adult Group

10:00a.m.
3:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen
Room L2

Wednesday

March 8

Religious Education Committee
Stewardship Committee

6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 8
Room L1

Thursday

March 9

Book Club
Nonviolent Communication Class (at UUCC)
Membership Committee
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
2p.m. & 6:15p.m.
6:15p.m.
7:00p.m.

Friendship Village

10441 Shaver Rd, Portage
Room L1
The Commons
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Calendar

Event

Time

Place

Medicine Wheel

7:00p.m.

Room 9

March11

Ambassador Training

10a.m.-12:00p.m.

Room 19

March 12

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Special Collection for Lincoln Students
Youth Band
K-1st Grade OWL
Sunday Service: “Forging our Future”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
People’s Potluck
Money, Life and Spirit
High School Youth Group
Ambassador Training
Full Moon Drum Circle

9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Room 19
The Commons

12:15p.m.
1:00p.m.
1:00p.m.
1:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

The Commons
Room 19
Room L2
Room 9
Fire pit or Room 9

Monday

March 13

Archives Committee
Green Sanctuary Committee

10:00a.m.
4:45p.m.

Archives Room
Room L1

Tuesday

March 14

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet at church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse

Thursday

March 16

Nonviolent Communication Class (at UUCC)
Choir Rehearsal

2p.m. & 6:15p.m.
7:00p.m.

10441 Shaver Rd, Portage
The Commons

Friday

March 17

Friday Sing-Along

7:00p.m.

Room 19

Saturday

March 18

The Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Room 6/7

Sunday

March 19

Youth Band
K-1st Grade OWL
Sunday Service: “Beyond Good Intentions”
Dr. Melanie Morrison
Music Committee

9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Room 19
The Commons

12:15p.m.

Room 18

Tuesday

March 21

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Young Adult Group

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Room 1, Foyer
Room L2

Thursday

March 23

Organ Practice
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
The Commons

Saturday

March 25

Workshop—How Do We Live Our Values Now? 2:00p.m.

Room 19

Sunday

March 26

Youth Band
K-1st Grade OWL
Sunday Service: “A Brave Year”
Rev. Jill McAllister

9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Room 19
The Commons

Monday

March 27

Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

March 28

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1

Wednesday

March 29

Climate Ready Kalamazoo

7:00p.m.

Schneider Hall, Room 2000,
WMU College of Business

Thursday

March 30

Organ Practice
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

The Commons
The Commons

Friday

March 31

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m..

Room 8

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

