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Calendar

January 1 oOHappy New Year g ¢
People of all ages are invited to join us in The Commons to rin¢ /5 \
the new year. There will be dancing, music, and ritual to rid 2 %
ourselves of what we dondt W*\\ ]

January 8 Rev. Rachel forbergCa |l | s Us ¢
oWhat is |life calling Peopleds Chu

us as we develop a new mission and vision. That mission and vision will shap

a)
C

0O S

c h

the ministries and progr armdyears. WRat 0o p | e

does life call us to be now? What are the strengths from the past that we will

carry into the future? We will be answering these questions together beginninfy

during the service and continuing in workshogsSee t he mi ni sfer ¢

more information.)

January 15 OWhen Hope and History RV

INnThe Cure at Troy: A VWishpeeiSeamustHean&/o p h o c

writes, OHistory says, Dondt hope Or

lifetime / The longedor tidal wave / of justice can rise up / And hope and

phigtory rhyme.d On this Martin Luther

tidal wave of justice of the Civil Rights Movement and let it bring us inspiratior

and hope today.

January 22 OWant What You Have])

Unitarian Universalist minister Fofres

what you have. Do what you can. Be]|whoc

topic of envy and how we might incorporate these words of wisdom into our

lives.

January 29 OPoetry: The Soul's Call t
OPoetry is just the evidence of |Ili fe

i Leonard Cohen|
What is it about the wondering and wandering through life that is best navigatgd
with poetry? The 2017 Peopleds Poefry

relationship between life and its varied, mysterious, healing and poetic
expression. Featuring poets among us along with the great wordsmiths of the
world.

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.



From the Minister
Dear Ones,

For many of us, the
beginning of the new year is
a time to make resolutions,
to recalibrate, to reset our
intentions and reconsider
pl ans. I n chu

. recalibrate annually, but we
do periodically revisit and reimagine our mission
and vision statements.

our church. The statements that will come out of
this are what will guide us for the next several
years (until we do this whole thing again). The
mission and vision that you develop will be what
guide the board, me, staff, committee leaders, an
other volunteers as we think of what programs
and activities are most deserving of our time,
money, and other resources.

We are doing this now because congregations
need to revisit and recalibrate their mission and
vision statements every five to seven years to
respond to changes in the congregation, the wide
community, and the wid
has been through a lot in the past few ydarhe
departure of one minister, an interim time, and th
arrival of a new settled minister; capital campaign
that have called you to new levels of generosity;
and new programs and activities, including our
refugee resettl ement w
Church softball team in many years. Things have
changed in the wider world as well; we know that
the policies enacted by our next president might

From the Minister

This January, you will all be invited to participate i
a process to develop a new mission and vision for;

@reate a mission and vision reflective of our

News & Views

call us to act on our values in new and differeng

visions for what we might accomplish together
in the next 510 years. You can find the dates

for these workshops on the next page. Please
attend. We want as many people to participate
s possible. High participation will allow us to

whole community.

Beginning in February, a writing team, made u
of some of the wordsmiths and poets from our
community will take the strengths and dreams
named in the workshops and create a mission
and vision statement. The intention is to have &

Uraft t t in March. It will t
B corBatlon fooabibk iR bt g

edits will likely be made. A final draft will be
resented again and voted on at the annual
ongregational meeting in May.
participaie

SEEH LEETERTITN e o

See you in church,
Rachel

hel
§

Pleaie

Saturday, Janua

Bring your favorite board, card or tabletop gam

An Afternoon of Games

Come join the Lonberg family for an afternoon of games for people of all age

ry 21, 2-5pm

e and a snack to share.

ways. It is wise for us to pause and ask ourselyes
he question, owhat i|s |

Church to be?b6

We will begin the mission/vision process durin

the service on January 8. The service will include

d chialh® t starthfkirny 800 the strengths qf

our congregation. The heart of the mission

process will happen in workshops in the second

half of January. These workshops will be a
hance for Peopl ebs peop

ledve done well as a |con

r

pl e
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&(’A Mission and Vision Workshops

PEOPLE’'S CHURCH
—— of Kalamazoo ——

Pl ease attend one of engaging

experiences at Peopl e and make w
at these workshops wi [ the team c
Church. A few of these workshops are for specific groups. The majority are open to all.

Sunday, 1/15, 12:3fpm - workshop facilitated by Christina Cusumano, Room 6/7

Sunday 1/15,-2:30pmd workshop for the Youth Group facilitated by Isabel Measzros, Room L2
Sunday 1/15, 1p®:30pmo workshop facilitated by Stephanie Measzros, Room L1

Monday 1/16, 6:38pm, facilitated by Christina Cusumano, at her home

Monday 1/16, 6:30pt@pm & workshop facilitated by Faith Curtis, at her home

Tuesday 1/17, 6:30p8pm & workshop for the Young Adult Group, Room L2

Wednesday 1/18, 6:38pmd workshop facilitated by Sally Padley, at her home

Sunday 1/22, 12:38pm workshop facilitated by Stephanie Measzros, Room 19
Thursday 1/26, 1:30pi8pm & workshop facilitated by Beth Bulmer, Room 19
Sunday 1/29 12:30p@&pmd workshop facilitated by Faith Curtis, Room L1

= =4 =4 -8 8 -8 _a_9a_9_92_-2

Saturday 1/21, 201:30anmd workshop for Discussion Group, facilitated by Megan Reynolds, Room B{7

or kst
shes

eati

We will likely be adding a few more workshops to this schedule. You will be able to sign up orjline

and at church in early January.

Announcing the 2017 Peopleds Chy

Plans are underwayfor of f ered a service. I 1

= AUCTION S_e rvic e Auc t Audtion ©fer fgrm available in the foyer.
might ask. This is an

opportunity to offer and bid on services provided Her e6s how it wil |l wg
by Peopleds peopl e. | t adkeetibinyg gourwfering im oub anliné cdtalay (
by sharing our talents and raising some money foland on a bid sheet in the church beginning on
the church along the way. We will soon be January 27. You can bid on all the wonderful
soliciting the services you can provide to benefit services and goods by using the bid sheets in
our church. oO0What can the obdrch.dhe3Bilént yad af thereaiction wib :'
Il n the past Peopl eds p eummatewithagpotlack [pneh on Bunday, o
homemade pies, a poetry brunch, a day atthe February19 af t er chur ch wh
beach, a boat ride on Lake Michigan, child care bids and the winners will be announced. We

services, voice lessons, tax preparation assistanceye also looking for helpers to assist with setup,

he-man labor, dog sitting/walking, a weekend cleanup, and other activities on Feb. 19.
excursion to that lake house up north or Florida

condominium, etc. You get the idea. If you value it,

someone el se wil/l t oo @&harks in ddvancéfor yourbnéerestant | i ;I
for i1t (with proceeds supporbenefit our churc
be contacting you in January if you previously

aE_
SERVICE our annual Service the auction in the past and have a service to
® Aucti on. 0 Whafar, please seéehviichael Nassaney or fill out fin

r ch
y 0

r k
mmu

I

u

t
n

der .

au
en

Cc
'
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Getting to Know Pe

By Ardyce Curl

News and Notices

News & Views

opl eds Peopl e

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why he came to People's and why he

continues to participate.

Chris Measzros

Chris Measzros grew ug
in the Stockbridge
United Methodist
Church here in
Kalamazoo. He was
invited to
Kathy Rankin and
Michelle Richards in
2000 and attended
looking for a religious
home for his children.

ol had enjo
community aspect of the Methodist Church, bu
the path to salvation made utterly no sense to
me, 6 Chris said. OHer
religious home for my family and an opportunit)
to make a difference and to contribute my
talents to a really ¢
He has continued to attend and participate
actively, working with the youth band,

performing in the services and being alay leaderc r y . 6

which he says are opportunities for self
expression.

oln this time of gl objaChrisVe@ hasbeangn eekenaty arts aclzer
Trump presidency, | 6 m 16 yeand far BangoidPullidiSahoolst He @nd his
|l i berals are stildl h el rSéeephénie @dve tiwvesdaugtdersdEliza and Isabe].
He added, 0l d8dm a devolut agnostic and | | 0V 4
unsettled questions and delicious ambiguities
t hat get dealt with h@gre. o . ) )

I f youdd be willing
At Peopleds he feels u r feqjured ig thig gart oNews & Migws ¢ ¢l ¢

great music and the privilege to contribute.

Chris has served on the Music and Stewardshif
Committees, taught K8 in religious education,
led numerous specialty classes and assisted at
elementary sleepovers and at high school
conferences. He has been a mentor for the
FCeroing lofeAgesprodgram and led an elementary
band called Roasted Peanuts. He currently
teaches a K/1 class, leads the teen band,
ORainbow Oblivion, o
Services Committee.

a

He would at some point be interested in joining
ytree duildingseand grounds, social justice, arms
t around or religious education committees.

eWheantask&devbap He evdulsl liké to $ee@ u n d
y happening here that is not happening now, he
replied, ol feel our
ocontrolled anth oevebral. tOyr cobgregation has
historically been afraid of a service that taps int
the emotional and spi
like to see more services that move us, make u

please contact Ardyce Curl at
oakwoods@nedink.net

In d

S er

vy = U

wife

t

t o
mor
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Food Needed for CON : -
on Friday, January 13 Connections Dinner
Friday, January 27™
Peopleds Church will tbe hg®prhihdheTommohsd 9 Adyl t
CON on January 135, a gathering that may
include more than 50 young adults in Y Are InV|ted'
attendance. | f youdd IQIe%seco e.an anevenln {frlen%shl [ °
for their Frida di nne g IOa"'diat
. . y félldwshllp (ﬂ\/elré5 e ngul%%nrbersaalpd Rilnds®
The young adults will be arriving around 7p.m. and connect with one another.
Please contact Mackenzie Hatfield
(innerchild777@gmail.conif you have Hosted by Peopledsf Chur
questions about what to bring.
Please RSVP by Monday, January 23, 2016
Peopl ebfs Pot | u woéficeadministrator, Chris Schleuder, 2895
Sunday, January 15 -3262 or via emaibffice @peopleschurch.net
_ , We need to have an accurate count in order to
Join us after the service on plan for food. Children are welconieif you are
Sunday, January 15 for a planning to bring your children, please let the
pcc(;tmrcr]kowsrlcgllgazzebring . office know so that we can arrange for
dish to share! appropriate child care.
Social Justice Coordinating Committee ~ Update
We have three Special Collection totals to report. Congratulations to the New GEM members
who signed up to Give Every Month to ISAAC,
In October, besides the 514 pounds of food donated the Interfaith Strategies for Advocacy and
to Loaves and Fishes, People's people gave $932.18 Action in the Community. If you would like to
to support their wonderful work in the community. be a member, email Rochelle Habeck Hunt at
habeck@chartermi.net
In November the Hispanic American Council
received $1414.41 from our Special Collection.
Thanks to Peoplebds pdgqopl e
On Sunday, December 11, $1076 was the amount  food contributions the church made to Loaves
donated to Ministry with Community in conjunction  and Fishes last month. We were able to
with the Poverty theme of the Harry Potter series donate over 250 pounds! The best part is it
of our Religious Education program. In addition, has arrived in time of the greatest ndedhe
our youth had a successful warm clothing drive. Christmas Season. Thanks to everyone for this
special effort .... and for all the sustained giving
In January again pairing with the RE that goes on all year long!
@ theme of Child Labdi we will ask for
donations for the Boys and Girls Club of

Kalamazoo. . : o .
The Social Justice Coordinating Committe

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meefings.

This generosity is surely appreciated, especially at this Meets the second Tuesday of each monthjat

season. 10:00 a.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview |Hil
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News & Views

RACE MATTERS
By Carolyn Heineman

Non -Violent Communication: Subversive
Skills of Lovingkindness

Some years ago | was at Spirit
Rock, north of San Francisco
on an extended silent retreat.

| was overthe-top fortunate

to have Jack Kornfield as one
of my individual teachers.
Near the end of the retreat,
| began to have a buzz of
anxiety about
and rejoining

t herebo
humans. Jack spoke simply, as Buddhist monks 4§

t

wont to do, 0Just r eme
mi ndf ul breath changes
What was | supposed to do with that?

I n the years since, | ©
words in so many ways. Those words have
redirected my thoughts
I change themd to O6wha
the responses to that question have turned out to
be about strengthening my own salivareness and
skills. My mindful breath is what he was saying
not someone el seds.

Do you know about the
the Buddhist practice of developing and extending
an attitude of friendliness and lovingkindness.

To everyone. As in, no exceptions. Not just
learning superficial polite words, but deeply
connecting with a felt sense of lovingkindness.

In this practice, one learns to hold the wish of
safety, health, and happiness for all beings.
Even the ones | canot
to. Can you call to mind someone that has done
you harm? Can you imagine extending your deep
heartfelt wish for their happiness? It may just be
one of the most important mindful breaths that

I can take. And, itds
sounds. And, |l dve nee
on the journey.

h May alltbeingsfindpeaceme t t a ?

d

One place | found support for metta is in the skill
of Non-Violent Communication (Rosenberg).
This skillset was specifically designed to take us
outside of the language and righitong attitude

of the culture of domination and control. An
approach of quiet subversion.
t he Gialtothersi as human beings who areg
just trying to get their needs met. Think maybe
Emmads Revolution and
Sidebo. Think maybe Al
masterds tools wildl n q
house. ¢ We need new K

Whether you are interested in enhancing your
g antiragigm werk, gaeial pisgiee tpolitical activism

It teaches us to s¢

h @ yourtpersonalrelajipgships ghe skifls of NG
ré&an help us change the system, not just the topi
mber , 6 he said, o0even
e, have ginpupusugl ogportunifytgylearn the ski
and approach of NVC at no charge. Rev. Gy
LudvigMcCartney at UUCC in Portage will be

January 26. The same class is planned for both
&4pin and £8pra. rThesclasp time may ®e o w
cogbingd depengliggrog which is\besd forpepelq
Please join us! For more details and to register,
call Jacquis at UUCC (26247262).

[

May all beings be safe
May all beings be happy

It

Carolyn Heineman/ARAOMC Committee

MONEY MATTER$
5 ol Jou In YouryEar éhél thanBidl pldhAing,

pledge statements will be available sodinese
will include your pledged amount, pledge
payments received, and balances left, going b
churchs rﬁcords IfyOtJ have any
Lgstiol Iea e n{acf1 qrb Da\{IS %s
reasurer or Sue Glenn, reagurer (ema
suekglenn@comcast.netThanks for your
generous gifts!

}ne
IIs

, efferingean gvpek ¢lassiop Thurgdays heginningdd s e

¢S

Sii'i“df
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With Thanks for aVery Successful
Holiday Bazaar

All your baking and cooking, pastyaking, crafting,
contributed goods, used treasures, shopping, and
volunteer shifts resulted in our most successful Baza
to date. After expenses for supplies and promotion,
we netted about $15,000 for our church budget! And
beyond that, our artists had over $41,000 in sales thi
year! They were delighted once again with our show
and our Peoplebds peopl e
business of 2 recent immigrants from the Congo and
few other artists with special needs, as well. We alsg
had a lot of fun, made new friends in our work
together, opened our church to the wider community
and ate and shopped local!

In case you are wondering if your personal
contributions made a differenfiethey most definitely
did! For example, our Pg
that sold all your frozen entrees and pasties, jams,
breads, baked goods, and crafts made over $6,000 ¢
our profits! And almost everything sold out before the
Bazaar was over. So please plan for next year when
berry season comes, when you wonder what to do
with that lovely but unneeded gift, and as you consid
what you can makeinfyoorr n ¢
volunteering and your contributions were the key to
our success.

Please note: We have additional vegetarian pasties
for sale in the freezer in the foyer. Please buy some
for use over the holidays and add to our profits.

We would like to sell out by Christmas.

Thank You!! Thank You!! Thank You!! Thank

News and Notices
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How Do You Know
If the Church is Closed?

[ SNOW-.
(Cancellations

a
The three situations where the church closes
are when:

J[ ﬁher& IS No §Iectricity aqd/or. water at the
> dpl,€0S pecralties 1n
church
i1

t

local or state government declares a
weather emergency and asks that people
stay off the road
1 church leaders decide that conditions are
too dangerous

yeards Bazaar
The minister and board president make the
decision on whether to cancel Sunday services
or other activities by 8:00 a.mWhen a decision
is made that a service or event will be canceled
WWMT and WOOD are notified. When the
church is closed, it will also be announced on

er

e Xt

you!! Thank You!! Thank You!! Thank You!!

scheduled so anticipate to be filled with spiritual
wholeness and knowledge.

information at 269770-2111.

Young Adult CON
January 13-15, 2017

All those 1835 are invited to participate in our 14th
annual young adult UU conference at People's Church. |'_'
There will be workshops, music, fellowship and worship

Registration is now available on our website. Check out
our Facebook page at Kalamazoo UU Young Adults for
more details, or contact Mackenzie Hatfield for more

Al

the church website and church phone messageg

h e

F c
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Biographies of New Members

Biographies of New Members

News & Views

John and Sandy Steele
heard about
their daughter, Jenny
Henley and have been
attending 9 months. They
were previously affiliated
with First United Methodist
Church in Jackson. They
say theyodve
themselves here and alre
feel a part of things. The
softball team, the Holiday
Bazaar, the Finance
Committee, and the Music
Program have especially
engaged them. John and
Sandy say they seek
community, opportunities
for servicéi at church and
in the communitfi and
meaningful Sunday servic
They say o0t hindm,
warm welcome they have received.

Susan Stafford says she already feels at home
here, after just a few months. She has been
attending the book club, is
sewing for our Syrian
family, and donated to the
Holiday Bazaar and youth
community collections.
The church website
initially attracted her

drawn to seeking wisdom
from all t he
religions and teachings.
Susan is a widow with two adult children and tw
grandchildren. She is retired from a career at th
Childrends Hospital

in ethics.

attentiomi she is especially

a 1 happy tonos such. a lovirg) greup df peoplep
care, she was an educator with a special interest

Bobby Goldstein grew up Catholic but lost

He has not affiliated with
a church until he started
to attend here last April.
Bobby says he likes the
idea of an ethical
grounding without a

hi gher powe
been impressed by the
community; and the RE
program seems really
good for his kids, Franki
(8) and Rosie (6). He
works from home on data management and
some fundraising management for a national
progressive organization. Bobby says he is
looking for support, and challenge.

Dawn Coeur was very active as a Wisconsin
Byh&d Lutheran for 38 years. For the last few

a spiritual journey.
She comes
looking for a place to
meet with likeminded
people, and to help in
the church, local and
world communities.
Dawn works as a
Service Coordinator
for SIR Home
Improvements. She ig
also an instructor at
the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts teaching
Lapodary Atté (that is, cut, shape and polish
stones). And, she is a metalsmith who makes
b jewelry. Dawn is married, with two adult

e children and one grandchild. She says she is

that faith and has considered himself an Atheig

years, she has been gn

t

0]
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Biographies of New Members

Emily and Christopher Sipsma heard about Ella Swift Redding first heard of Unitarian

Peopl eds f r pUnivérsalis@ im dnshistarivatinovdlh a b 6 s| Wi

have been attending just| Other things she mentions as most important

2 months. Emily has to convey: since firéegt
already volunteered for | spring, she has

the inmate adjustment created the first all -

program, helped with the| female media (ﬁ

elementary sleepover production company &

and the Holiday Bazaar; L in West Michigan;
and says she is spreading and her favorite

t he wor d ab seasonRsahe pnovey
Church! She was winter. Ellais a
motivated to become a | writer, film-maker
member because the church is not just talking and artist; she woulc

about doing good but actually like a professional
focuses energy on things we » writing career. Her
can positively impact. Also, ‘ hobbies and interests™ = :
she values the embrace of all include endurance sports, camping, global travel
people with their widely variec and humanitarian work. Ella says she fell in Igve
beliefs. She thinks of herself - with this warm community, its inclusiveness, gnd
as somewhere between athei ¢ =% ! genuine respect for the sacred.
and agnostic. Emily works ast & s
Real Estate Appraiser. '“i —

B — o

Anita Wuoti has been attending about a yea¥,
initially attracted here through a Youth
Conference; and | atef,
Whol e Livelso
Anita appreciates the
activism here at
Peoples Church and id
seeking connections
with like-minded
people in a safe spacq.
Anita loves Boheme
Tribal Belly Dance;
creating poetry and
art; long walks with
friends; and puns.
' Anita is seeking a career that incorporates
public history and activism.

Christopher is an
Assignment Editor at
Newschannel 3. When he
has been able to attend, he
has focused on
conversations with other
members. His mother was Ji
Unitarian minister. A lover
of all kinds of games, from
board to roleplaying and a
musician, Christopher is

seeking community.

Emily and Christopher have one daughter, Lyla, 8
who is attending RE.




Events and Ac

NEW CLASS: Medicine Wheel
2nd Friday each month at 7:00 pm
Room 9

In the tradition of Sun Bear, this sacred circle is
an opportunity to come together in harmony
and reconnect with all of
our relations: the animals,
plants and minerals in
addition to our human
brothers and sisters.
Here we will find healing,
for ourselves, our
relationships, and our
beautiful earth mother. There will be singing,
drumming and rattling. We will build the wheel,

create prayer ties and pass a talking stick. Please

bring your own drums and rattles if you have
them, and any stones or other small power
objects you would like to place on the wheel.
Everything else will be provided. It will be
easiest to park in the back lot and enter through
the back door. For more information, contact
Ann at 2693501320 (call or text) or
caprillé@aol.com

"Keep me centered as | walk on the earth
Heavenly Spirit, keep my footsteps on the grol
as my songs reach to the sky."

i Gail McDermitt

Purse Found

A purse (possibly belonging
to a young person named
oJuliad) was
nursery in late November.

If your purse has gone
missing, please contact the
church office (378262)

so it can be returned.

tivities News & Views

Composting 101
Sunday, January 15, 1 p.m.

Americans throw out nearly one third of the
food that they buy. This waste, when

combined with yard wastes, makes up almos
quarter of the municipal solid waste that is
deposited in landfills nationwide! And it is
totally unnecessary. Come learn how you cgn
reduce your organic household waste to zerg
while enriching your garden.

-

Green Sanctuary is presenting Tomme Mailg
experienced composter indeed, in a workshop
on January 15. Plan to stay after church, enjpy
the potluck and then
..wor kshop at 1: 00+ pm
practical information and hands
demonstrations to help you set up and
operate your own system.

Money, Life and Spirit
Third session:
Sunday, January 8, 1-2:30pm

What would it look like if we were as
mapomfortable talking with the adults in our

church about money as we are talking with our
children and youth about sexuality?

This class, based on the Wisdom Path
curriculum published by the Unitarian
Universalist Association is a step toward that
reality. Rev. Rachel will lead the class as we
explore our personal stories of money, how
money operates in our world and how our
values are calling us to earn, spend, give and
invest.

AkaREr yourRelatfortdtfp with money, this
class is for you! Please RSVP, especially if you
need childcare, to Rev. Rachel at
minister@peopleschurch.net

Attendance at all sessions is encouraged, but
not mandatory. Room number for January

is to be determined.
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