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November 6 “All Are Loved, Even You” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Our Universalist heritage proclaims that all of us are wrapped in a love that
surrounds us always and will not let us go. This Sunday, Rev. Rachel will help us
remember our commitment to respect the inherent worth and dignity of every
person, no matter what, no exceptions.
Remember: Daylight Saving Time ends. Remember to adjust your clocks back 1 hour!
November 13
“Now What?”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
The election is finally over! Rev. Rachel will look back on what we have learned
from this surprising election season and look forward. Now what? How is the
world different now? Who is this new world calling us to be, as individuals
and as a church community?
November 20 “You Are Not What You Eat” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
A psychologist recently studied the food cultures of France and the United
States. When asked for a word they associate with chocolate cake, the French
chose “celebration” and the Americans chose “guilt.” On the verge of “the
winter eating season,” Rev. Rachel will explore the sin of gluttony and the
complicated relationships between our food choices, ethics, and morality. How
might we develop more celebratory relationships with our food and our bodies?
This service will also include a child dedication ritual (See page 4 for details).
November 27 “A Kinder, Gentler Atheism” Rev. Dennis McCarty
The relationship between atheists and spiritualists has
sometimes been contentious. But does it need to be? Rev.
McCarty, a self-proclaimed "gentle atheist," will combine
nuances in humanist, atheist, and spiritualist thought with a
scientific worldview, to seek a common richness all can share.
Reverend Dennis McCarty interned at People's Church in 20022003. He went on to serve the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbus,
Indiana. Since retiring from Parish Ministry in 2015, he has been their Minister
Emeritus. He has written novels, nonfiction books, plays, and magazine articles as well
as songs. (He occasionally presents a one-person version of his play, Servetus: the
Radical Reformed Musical.) Right now he is putting the finishing touches on his latest
book, Monuments: an Atheist’s Tour of Life, Strife, and Meaning. He blogs at the
Thoughts from a Gentle Atheist website: revdennismccarty.com.
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear Ones,
No one ever joins a church
thinking, “what I really want to
do is join together with others
to be an employer!”
Nevertheless, you all are an
employer. You employ me;
Diane, your director of
religious education; Chris,
your church administrator; Dana, your database
manager; Bill, your music director; Denise and Andrea,
your custodians; Nicky, your religious education
assistant; Jennifer, your accompanist; Mackenzie, who
leads your young adult group; and a number of people
who occasionally provide childcare on Sundays and at
church events.
South African archbishop Desmond Tutu, a hero of
mine, once said that the church should be “an
audiovisual aid for the sake of the world,” that, in
church, we get to practice living in the world we dream
about and show that it can be done. The church’s
employment relationships is one of the ways that the
church makes its values real in the world. You all do
this. You pay church employees according to what the
Unitarian Universalist Association considers fair. You
provide high quality health insurance for the three
employees who work more than ¾ time and their
families. You are modeling respect and generosity
toward your employees. You are a powerful audiovisual
aid showing what it means to be a good employer.

News & Views

Another way that you make our values real is by
offering sabbaticals to your program staff, Diane and
me. Diane will be taking a sabbatical from January to
June 2017. A sabbatical is a chance for your program
staff to set down the heavy mantle of ministry (and
though she isn’t ordained, Diane clearly ministers to
our children and families) for deep rest, spiritual
practice, and the learning and long-term planning that
is often set aside in the rush of deadlines and to-do
lists that make up church life. Diane will return to us
rested, rejuvenated, and ready to lead us in new
directions.

While Diane is away, it will be our chance to do
things a bit differently. While the Sunday religious
education program will continue, other things might
be a little different as our sabbatical team (Emily
Cutler, Connie Ferguson, Kelly Henderson, Jeff
Kirkwood, and Mary Kate Webster) takes up the
tasks that Diane will be released from. We will learn
about all Diane does—and likely develop a new
appreciation for her in her absence.
Thank you for bringing our values to bear in so many
areas of our life together.

Thank you for being an example of the world as we
wish it was.
Thank you for being such a good employer.
See you in church,
Rachel

Membership Orientation

Sunday, November 6, 12:30p.m.
If you are interested in knowing more about People's Church or Unitarian Universalism
or are considering becoming a member of People’s Church, please plan to attend our
Membership Orientation on Sunday, November 6, after the service (12:30) in Room 19.
Reverend Rachel will be there, along with representatives from Membership, Religious
Education, and Stewardship. Light snacks will be provided. Childcare is available upon
request. Please sign up at the upstairs Information Desk or email office@peopleschurch.net
to indicate attendance and childcare needs.
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Saturday, November 19
9:00am—3:00 pm

The Final Push is on for the Bazaar on
November 19th! Please Volunteer, Contribute,
Promote, and Shop the People’s Church 2016
Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar
The Bazaar has become a signature event for our
church community—where everyone—members,
friends, and family members —can play a part in
making it happen. We hope for over 700 people to
come through our doors that day. Now is the time
to bake, craft, sign up, and spread the word. The
Bazaar supports our church budget, our programs
and our service to others, and helps others get to
know about us. Here are some of the many ways
you can help.
Invite people to come to the Fine Art Sale &
Holiday Bazaar. Publicity has begun, and you
can help! There are posters and postcards
available on the Bazaar sign-up table in the foyer
that you can take and post at local venues/your
workplace and distribute to folks you think might
be interested in attending our event. Or, we can
send you the poster via email to forward that
way—invite people to meet you for lunch in the
café! If you’re online, please search for People’s
Church on Facebook and forward the Bazaar
posting and/or event invitation (see postings from
October 20) to your friends, work colleagues,
neighbors, and family. Personal invitations are
always the best. How many people can you
draw to this important fundraising event?
Sign up to work a shift at the Bazaar. Many
people will be needed for various work shifts
(generally 9-11, 11-1, and 1-3) on Saturday the
19th in each area (People’s Specialties, White
Elephant, Café, Greeters, etc.) Please sign up at
the Bazaar table in the foyer or sign in on the

church website. (Everyone needed at 3pm for cleanup.)
Make things for People’s Specialties. The foyer will
be beautifully arranged with your fabulous
homemade baked goods, candies, jams and breads,
frozen entrees, and craft items. Your generous
contributions of homemade goods are needed.
Have a delicious recipe for a vegan or gluten-free
dish?—we need those too! Simply drop off your
contributions on Friday the 18th or early Saturday
for pricing and arranging.
Shop local! It’s hard to find a more interesting variety
of gift items than you will find at our Bazaar,
including green and alternative items. Bring your list
and find the perfect choices right here from 31 local
vendors.
Don’t park at church - Take the Shuttle! –Park your
car at our neighbor church Centerpoint Church
at 2345 10th St. and ride in our church van with
CONTINUOUS service all day, from 7:30 to 4:30
right at our front door. If you must park at church,
please leave spaces near the church for customers
who will come and go during the day.
Plan to eat in the café. The food is splendid! Morning
snacks, a fabulous array of lunch items—including
pasties—and afternoon pies and more, will be
available. Enjoy!
Help host our guests. Many people come to our Bazaar
because they like the warm and friendly people.
Please greet everyone and thank our vendors, too.
Questions? Please check with Chris in the church office
or email Rochelle at habeck@chartermi.net.
THANK YOU!
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Child Dedication Ceremony
Sunday, November 20
In the Unitarian Universalist tradition, our ritual for welcoming
children and babies into our community is a child dedication. In
the ritual, the church community dedicates itself to children and
babies, promising to love and support them as they grow and learn
here. We share each child’s name with the community, dedicate
their thoughts, words and deeds to beauty, truth, and goodness
and lead children and their families around the sanctuary so the
gathered community can see them. If your family would like to
participate in this ritual—or if you have questions—please contact
Rev. Rachel at 269-389-9721 or minister@peopleschurch.net.

Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why he came to People's and why he
continues to participate.
Rich Wojtas
Rich Wojtas attended a
Catholic Church in Argyle,
Michigan in Sanilac County
from birth through his high
school years. From age 30 to
45 he practiced Buddhism.
After that he explored
Judaism for three years and
then Taoism, Shamanism and
various other religious beliefs.
Friends through the years invited him to various
functions such as Full Moon Circles, meditation
groups and lectures at People’s and he began
attending services in 2005.

“With my previous experience in numerous religious
beliefs, I felt I could adapt and practice spirituality
most anywhere,” Rich said. “At the end of the day
spirituality is what is inside of us, rather than the
buildings and rituals.
“Catholicism taught me that,” he added. “When I was
seven years old, I remember being in church after the
service and saying, “This is not my church.
My church is in my heart.”

Rich came to People’s looking for Community and
a place to do more of his own spiritual growth.
He said he has found a sense of place and he
continues to come for consistency for his son Ethan
and himself. A sense of connection and fellowship
is important for him.
He led a meditation group at WMU twice a week for
twelve years. At People’s he taught RE for four years
and facilitated specialty classes seven years. Now
he’s teaching again in the new Harry Potter program
here at People’s.
“Teaching RE has been nurturing for my soul,” Rich
said. “And so has singing the songs and listening to
wonderful talent at People’s such as Darryl and
Luke’s, to name a few examples.”
When asked what he’d like to see happen at
People’s, Rich said he’d like to see more trustbuilding programs and exercises for both the
children and adults in the congregation.
(Rich, 54, is a computer technician. His son Ethan is 10
years old. Ethan’s mother is Emily Searles.)

Volume 78, Issue 3

Religious
Educations
News and
NoticesNotes

Page 5

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
ISAAC Banquet a Success!
People's Church had a good turnout for the
October 6 ISAAC Public Meeting. Twenty-four of
us attended the evening of music, speakers and skits
outlining the progress of each task force. AntiRacism—supporting business leaders who take antiracism training and help community members find
employment; Early Childhood and Education—
building community to respond effectively to
children and families facing traumatic stress; Youth
Violence Prevention—advocating for common sense
gun laws and expanding leadership training for youth
to be "Future Leaders for Peace."

October Loaves and Fishes Collections
We collected $922.13 on October 9 for Loaves
and Fishes. Thanks to everyone who contributed.
An on-going contribution of dry and canned goods
will continue through the end of the month in
conjunction with the
Religious Education
fight against the
Horcrux of HUNGER.
We offer a suggestion
of an easy way to
participate in this challenge. While you're making
your grocery list for the holidays, watch for SALE
items that fit Loaves and Fishes needs and jot them
down also. If you shop with your kids, remind them
of the Hunger Horcrux and let them help. Keep L
& F goods in separate bags and leave them in your
vehicle until you are at church next time, then put
them in the barrel behind the downstairs Welcome
Table.

Special Collection - November 13
The Hispanic American Council
The Hispanic American Council, Inc. (The
Council) is a nonprofit community organization
established
to advocate
for the wellbeing of the
Hispanic
population
in
Southwest
Michigan.
As a liaison between potential clients and
service agencies, The Council seeks to meet
the needs of a special population often
hindered by language barriers, cultural
differences, and unfamiliarity with service
agencies and institutions. Throughout the
programs and services offered, the goal of The
Council is to assist Hispanics in attaining selfsufficiency and a higher level of social and
economic well-being. The Council also strives
to nourish and encourage the diverse cultural
heritage of the Hispanic population. Learn
more at: hispanicamericancouncil.org

Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser
for Standing Rock Reservation
Sunday, September 20

The Young Adult group is hosting a spaghetti
after-service-lunch on November 20th. The
funds raised from this event will be going to
the Standing Rock Reservation. The young
adults are hoping to raise money for them to
have food, warm clothes, and for the legal fees
they are facing from the protest. $3 per
person, $10 per family. Please come out, have
some good food, support native activists, and
learn about the Sacred Stone Encampment.
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ARAOMC to present Race: The Power of an Illusion
Sunday, November 6, 12:30p.m.
The Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural Committee will be showing
Race: the Power of an Illusion on Nov. 6 to be followed with discussion. It will
run from 12:30-2:30 in the Commons. If you’ve seen it before, please
consider viewing it again. There is much to learn from this video and you will
get a chance to process it with new people. All are welcome. Please bring a
brown bag lunch. Water will be provided. For more info about the film, go to:
http://www.pbs.org/race/000_About/002_04-about-03.htm.

RACE MATTERS
By Nich Betz-Thorn
Are you ready? Are you coming?
It is rare for me to find a
band that can truly give a
beautiful live performance.
I have looked far and
wide; from concerts I have
attended live to videos
I have seen on the
internet. The majority
of bands simply can’t give
a good concert live.
But at the public witness event of General
Assembly, 2016, I found that band in Reverend
Seikou and the Holy Ghost. Their playing was
energizing and inspiring; I found myself believing
that maybe, just maybe, the injustices of our
world could be conquered. Out of the many
verses that were sung that evening, one in
particular stuck with me: “We ready/We
comin’.”
As the days passed and GA slowly came to a
close, I found myself thinking of that verse more
and more, until it was a steady fixture of my
mind. Why did that phrase keep coming back to
me? What was it that had stuck with me so?

At GA, it became obvious to me that there are
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of UUs who are
both ready and coming. From social justice
workshops to plans of action for years to come
to impassioned youth ready to confront the
world’s evils, there are many in our community
as Unitarian Universalists who are ready to do
the work that needs to be done.
But what about you? But what about me?
It dawned upon me a few weeks after General
Assembly—that was what had stuck with me.
The verse had transformed from simple words
to a call to reflection and action. Was I as ready
as I thought I was? Would I be coming when the
time came?
And what about you? What about us, here, at
People’s Church—are we ready? Are we
coming?
If the answer to that question is no, then I invite
you to make the changes that are required for
the answer to be yes.
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Altyara Family Resettlement Update
The fall has brought many changes and advancements
for our Syrian Refugee Family!
The four youngest boys started school in KPS.
The twins, Omar and Abdullah are attending Arcadia
Elementary School. Arcadia is very special—about
10% of the children speak Arabic. This helps so
much because the kids can help each other learn
English. Many of the children who go there are
already bi-lingual. Omar and Abdullah are acquiring
English skills at a fast pace and are now able to have
a conversation of sorts with our People’s Church
Resettlement Committee team members. They both
need quite a bit of tutoring and help with
homework, especially common core math. Both
boys recently tried out for the basketball team – a
game they had no knowledge of before coming to
the U.S. They are eager to learn and to participate.
They have both learned to ride a bike and are
beginning to master skate boarding!
Moayadd (age 17) and Molham (age 20) are both
attending Kalamazoo Central. For this first trimester
they are spending their mornings in ESL classes and
then take music, gym and other non-academic
classes. They will begin taking academic classes the
second trimester. Both young men are
understanding a great deal of English and their
spoken English is advancing. Molham has a part time
job at Shawara King on Westnedge, working a
couple of afternoons a week after school and one
day on the weekend. Molham enjoys baking and
cooking. He had a job in Jordan as a pastry maker.
His goal is to get his GED (because of his age, he is
only allowed to attend high school this year, so he
will have to go to adult GED classes next year) and
go on to college. Moayadd is the family’s barber—he
keeps all the men in the family looking sharp! He,
too wants to complete high school and attend
college someday.
Khaled, Fatema and Adham (age 21) began
attending many ESL (English as a Second
Language) classes offered in the community.
Our own Vicki Konzen organized and runs ESL

classes at Portage Prince of Peace Church on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings that both Fatema
and Adham attend. Additional classes at Calvary Bible
Church on Mondays and Tuesdays, as well as
Kalamazoo Public School ESL classes for parents of
students in the KPS school system are part of their
scheduled “out of the house classes.” In addition to
all of the “out of the house classes,” People’s Church
tutors do in-home tutoring as often as we can get it
scheduled. Adham is a very eager student and has
aspirations of getting his GED and going to college as
well. He is learning to write in cursive and has been
able to transition to writing left to right on the page.
This is difficult because Arabic has a completely
different alphabet and they write on the page from
right to left. One’s brain has to adjust greatly to
make the switch!

Fatema’s brother and his family arrived in
Kalamazoo on October 11th.
There was much joy at this happy reunion. Third
Reformed Church is the sponsor for the Al Najar
family. (Fatema’s last name is Al Najar, as women
keep their family of origin’s last name in Syria) Her
brother Mohammad and his wife Howla have three
young children—a boy age 11, a girl age 10 and a boy
age 4. Third Reformed Church has secured housing
for the Al Najars within walking distance of the
Altyara family.

This article is continued on Page 8
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Altyara Family Update...continued from Page 7

Khaled got a job!
Khaled began working at Michigan Fine Herbs in
Shelbyville on Monday, October 17th. Naturally he was
very anxious to have a job and move towards having
the financial resources to support his family. This job is
an important step in his family’s road to independence.
His job at Michigan Fine Herbs is packing herbs for
retail sale in Southwest Michigan grocery stores. You
will find the herbs in all of our local grocery stores in
small plastic boxes that hang in the produce section.
Michigan Works has a program that assists in
purchasing a car for families who need transportation
to get to work. Khaled is practicing his driving with
Rick Johnson and Jerry Bohl so that he can pass our
State of Michigan driving test. He has passed the
written portion and will take the driving portion as
soon as he is ready to pass it and has time off from his
job. Another step to the road to independence!
Preparation for winter
Winter will be a new experience for the Altyaras.
While they occasionally experienced a dusting of snow
in Syria, that was all. We are working to make sure
that they have the appropriate winter clothing: snow
boots, warm jackets, gloves, hats, etc.
The youth at People’s Church are holding a warm
clothes drive for November. Here are sizes for the
family members: Khaled: Large, Fatema: Medium (she
will need a coat, rather than a jacket) Adham: Medium
to Large, Molhem: Medium, Moayadd: Small – Medium,
Omar size 14 boys and Abdullah size 16 boys. If you
have winter clothing that will be the correct size,
please mark it for the Syrian family when you bring it
to church. There will be a bin labeled “For the Altyara
Family”
Additional needs:

1. Monetary donations to purchase a large rug/carpet
for the basement. Make checks payable to People’s
Church and indicate in the memo line that it is for the
Refugee Resettlement.

2. Someone to who knows how to mount a flat
screen TV and get it hooked up properly. Contact Ann

News & Views

Feldmeier at 269-720-1649 or email at
feldtrow@aol.com if you can help with this task.

3. Household items such as personal care items:
shampoo, deodorant and toothpaste, cleaning
supplies: dish washing soap, detergent, hand soap,
floor cleaner, etc. paper products: napkins, paper
towels, toilet paper. We have been collecting these
items and have a bin at the top of the stairs labeled
for the refugee family. We have also been purchasing
needed items using donated Meijer Gift Cards. Both
are welcome!

The Refugee Resettlement Team thanks everyone
who has helped the Altyaras. Many people have
volunteered their time, donated household items,
and/or made donations. All have made a significant
positive impact on the family.

MONEY MATTER$
Electronic Payments at People’s
Some of you will already have noticed the QR code
in the Sunday order of service—we’re coming into
the 21st century! We’re making it easier and more
flexible for you to donate to our community, and
easier for the office staff to process those
donations!
In addition to the QR code, you’ll notice DONATE
buttons showing up on our website and Facebook
page. With this new system (processed by
VANCO) you’ll be able to make donations and
pledge payments by credit card, direct debit to your
checking account, text, debit card, or mobile app.
You’ll be able to make a one-time payment, or set
up repetitive payments. You’ll have the option to
set up an account, so you’ll only have to enter your
demographic data once. You control your account
with a password; the church office will not have
access to it or control of it.
Make Dana’s life easier! Relieve yourself of the
burden of remembering to send in your pledge
payments! Set up your account now!
Need help? Direct your questions to Dana Kubinski
in the church office (375-3262) or Barb Davis (269501-4454).
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People’s Church School of Witchcraft & Wizardry

The fun and learning continue in our Harry Potter UU
classes for 2nd-12th graders. Thank you to everyone
who contributed to our Loaves and Fishes Food Drive.
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Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education

We have 23 5th and 6th graders participating in our
OWL class this fall. This class and the concurrent parent group meet at 9:00 am for eight weeks.

It is a privilege to provide accurate age appropriate sex
As we wrap up our unit on hunger, we are turning to
learning more about poverty. While exploring the caus- education with a focus on values, integrity, right relaes, we are also focused on how we can alleviate some of tions, openness and honesty at People’s Church.
the symptoms.
Huge thanks to Brooke Brody and Pam Wadsworth for
leading this very large class!
Our middle and high school students will have the opportunity to serve meals at Ministry with Community on
Elementary Sleepover
December 17th and 24th.
November 4-5, 6:00 pm
All 1-5th Graders are invited to spend the night at
We are also conducting two concurrent collection
church together. This is a great opportunity for kids to
drives in correlation with our unit on poverty. One is
get to know their church
to provide members at Ministry with Community with
buddies better and feel
toiletries needed to provide cleanliness and dignity to
at home in our church
folks in our community struggling with poverty.
building. A variety of fun
games, crafts and activiThe other drive is to collect warm
clothes to help recent refugee families in ties will ensure a great
time is had by all. The
our community prepare for a Michigan
fun kicks off with a family
Winter. Needed items include new or
potluck at 6:00 pm. Kingently used winter coats of all sizes,
dergarteners are welscarves, hats, and mittens.
come to sleep over with
Everyone is encouraged to bring in needed items a parent.
Contact Gwen Abney-Cunningham for more inforfor Ministry with Community and warm outer
wear for refugee families in Kalamazoo. Please
mation at 269-217-8191.
leave these items in the bins in the Lower Lobby of
Young Adult Ministry
church through December 18th.
Ministry with Community Wish List:
Deodorant (travel size)
Two-Bladed Razors
Lotion (travel size)
Feminine Products
Lip Balm
Shampoo (travel size)
Conditioner (travel size)
Soap (travel size)
Toothbrushes
Shaving Cream

1st and 3rd Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 Room L-2

All 18-35 year olds are invited to participate in our
young adult group that meets at People’s Church twice a
month. Group meetings provide opportunities to build
friendships, engage in stimulating discussions and deepen
connections all while seeking deeper meaning in life.
Childcare available upon request. Contact Mackenzie at
269-779-2111. Join us on Facebook: Kalamazoo UU
Young Adults

CONsciousness - High School CONference
It is a blessing to have
November 11-13 at People’s Church
religious education
Our
teens
are excited about organizing and hosting this
partner with our social justice committee to promote
UU
district
conference for high school aged youth.
these social justice projects that include our children and
To get the flier and to register click here:
youth!
http://peopleschurch.net/religious-education/
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director consciousness-youth-con-nov-11-13/
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New Member Joining Ceremony
and New Member Recognition
Sunday, December 4

News & Views

Join the A/V Team
Recent retirements and a resignation have left our A/V
team critically short of experienced technicians for
Sunday morning services.
If you agree that People’s use of
projected images enhances our
Sunday services, and that
“seamless sound” is an essential
feature, here’s a volunteer
opportunity to serve the church
in a real way while developing your own A/V skills.

For anyone interested in joining People's Church,
our next New Member Joining Ceremony and New
Member Recognition will be will be held on Sunday,
December 4. The Joining Ceremony will be held
at 10:00 A.M. in Room 19 and the New Member
Recognition will take place during the Sunday
Service that morning. Attendance at these events
is not required for membership, but it is a way to
recognize entrance into the People's Community
and be welcomed by the rest of the congregation.
If you are interested in participating or want more
information, please email church office
(office@peoples.net) or contact Deb Wickman
from the Membership Committee
(deb.wickman@gmail.com).

Fair Trade Chocolate
Is Now Available
for Purchase !

Missing Book
Diane Downing loaned her book Doughboy
to someone and can't remember to whom
she loaned it. It is a book written by her
grandfather, and is sort of a family heirloom,
so if you borrowed it, please let her know.
353-6702.

We use an iMac at church, but as you probably know,
PowerPoint works essentially the same on both Mac and
Windows platforms; so most of us prepare the weekly
programs at home on our own computers. If you are
already creating PowerPoint programs for teaching or
professional presentations the learning curve will be
easy because we provide templates and image files ready
to use.
On the audio side, multiple microphones on several
channels complicate our master control board, but not
beyond the ability of someone accustomed to working
with music and public address systems. If you are a
musician/performer or audiophile you may already
possess the skills.
Being a member of our A/V team requires scheduling in
advance several Sunday mornings during the church year
in the A/V booth. Our PowerPoint people also devote
two or three hours toward the end of each scheduled
week to work from the minister’s prepared Order of
Service to prepare a PowerPoint program that includes
welcome slides and whatever hymns, readings, and
other illustrations may be called for—many of which
already exist in our permanent Dropbox files and
merely need to be inserted.
Our audio tech is responsible for coming in early
enough on scheduled Sundays to install microphones
and run sound checks for each participant in the service,
and staying long enough afterward to put away mics and
return the system to “normal.”
We are willing—and eager to offer whatever training
you may require. Please see Dave Curl at church or
reach him at oakwoods@net-link.net or 269-375-5621.
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New Class!

Money, Life and Spirit
First session:
Sunday, November 13, 1-2:30pm
What would it look like if we were as
comfortable talking with the adults in our
church about money as we are talking with
our children and youth about sexuality?
This class, based on the Wi$dom Path
curriculum published by the Unitarian
Universalist Association is a step toward that
reality. Rev. Rachel will lead the class as we
explore our personal stories of money, how
money operates in our world and how our
values are calling us to earn, spend, give and
invest.
Whatever your relationship with money, this
class is for you! Please RSVP, especially if you
need childcare, to Rev. Rachel at
minister@peopleschurch.net or 269-3899721.

Classes will be held in Room 19 every
Second Sunday for the remainder of the
church year. Attendance at all sessions is
encouraged, but not mandatory.

People’s Potluck
Sunday, November 13
Join us after the service
on Sunday, November
13 for a potluck lunch in
The Commons. Please
bring a dish to share!

Address Update
Nita Fowler
1400 N Drake Rd
Apt 382
Kalamazoo MI 49006
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Religious
Educations
Notes
Events and
Activities

The Discussion Group
November 5th Topic: "The Trump Supporter"
Through most of this general presidential campaign,
more white voters in this country have expressed
support for Trump than for Clinton.
Our group tries to be open to
various perspectives and yet, frankly,
this a fact that astounds many of us
who regularly attend. All
participants are invited to find and
share (concise, directly relevant)
popular articles which might help us understand who
Trump supporters are (demographics, etc.) and what has
been motivating them. Perhaps most importantly, is
there any common ground for the future, especially in
light of Trump's increasingly vociferous promotion of
alienation, suspicion.. revolution?
November 19th: No meeting this day due to the
Holiday Bazaar.
The Discussion Group meets most 1st & 3rd Saturdays
of each month, 10:00 - 12:00, in Room 6/7, during the
church year. Topics are chosen by participants, with
input from the group. We take turns bringing treats;
bring your own drink.
To be added to the email list, to receive readings
distributed in advance, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com).

Book Club
Thursday, November 8, 1:30p.m.
An Atlas of Impossible Longing by Anuradha Roy is our
book for this month's meeting,
Thursday, November 8, 1:33:30. Donna Grath is reviewing at
Friendship Village (the meeting room
to the right as you enter the front
door).
Newcomers are always
welcome. We meet the 2nd
Thursday of each month. Copies of
our schedule for this church year are
available in the foyer.

Page 12

Events and Activities

BEREAVED PARENTS EVENT
Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at 7 p.m.
St. Thomas More Catholic Parish
421 Monroe St, Kalamazoo, MI 49006

News & Views

Even in their grief and bitterness, George, Najwa and
Rami joined with other grieving parents, both Israelis
and Palestinians, and found that they could share in
their grief and humanity. Thus, they formed the
Parents Circle-Families Forum, a joint Palestinian
Israeli organization of over 600 families who have
worked for reconciliation between nations that is a
prerequisite to achieving a sustainable peace.
George, Najwa and Rami will share their stories of
grief and also of their commitment to the idea that
all children are gifts of God.
In addition to the evening event, we will have a
gathering of George, Najwa and Rami for interested
people to meet at the First Presbyterian Church at 2
p.m. November 1st. To attend the 2 p.m. gathering,
please RSVP Rev. Harold W. Beu at 269-381-6439 or
email him at haroldbeu@gmail.com.

In 1997, Israeli Rami Elhanan and Nurit PeledElhanan lost their 14-year old daughter, Smadar, with
two other girls to two Palestinian suicide bombers.
In 2003, Palestinian George Sa'adeh, his wife Najwa
and their two daughters were driving home from the
supermarket when Israeli soldiers opened fire on
their car, killing their twelve-year-old daughter,
Christine.
Day

Date

Tuesday

November 1

Wednesday

Ragtime Piano Player in Kalamazoo
Bob Milne, "the finest Ragtimist/Boogie-woogie piano
player on the planet," will be giving a concert at the
First United Methodist Church, 212 S. Park St.,
Kalamazoo (SW corner of Park and Academy) on
Friday, November 4 from 7-9 p.m. Admission is
$20 and can be purchased at the door. Parking is free.

Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Young Adult Group

10:00a.m.
3:00pm
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Kitchen
Room L2

November 2

Board Meeting

6:30p.m.

Room L1

Thursday

November 3

Committee on Ministry
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

9:30a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 18
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 4

Pasty-Making—Chopping Veggies
Elementary Sleepover

1:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Kitchen
Meet at church

Saturday

November 5

Pasty-Making—Assembly and Baking
The Discussion Group
Pasty-Making—Cooling and Wrapping

9:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
2:00p.m.

Kitchen
Room 6/7
Kitchen

Sunday

November 6

Daylight Saving Time Ends
5th/6th Grade OWL
OWL Parents Chalice Circle
Youth Band
Sunday Service: “All Are Loved, Even You”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Membership Orientation
Film: Race: The Power of an Illusion
Spaghetti Sauce Workshop w/ Brian Lonberg

9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
Room 8
Room 9
The Commons

12:30p.m.
12:30p.m.
1:00p.m.

Room 19
The Commons
Kitchen
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Election Day
Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee
Membership Committee

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:15p.m.

Meet at church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse
Room 8

Wednesday

November 9

Religious Education Committee

6:30p.m.

Room 89

Thursday

November 10

Book Group
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Friendship Village
Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 11

Veterans Day

Fri.-Sun.

Nov. 11-13

CONsciousness High School CON

7:00p.m.

Whole Church

Sunday

November 13

5th/6th Grade OWL
OWL Parents Chalice Circle
Youth Band
Sunday Service: “Now What?” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Special Collection for The Hispanic American Council
People’s Potluck
NEW CLASS: Money, Life and Spirit

9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
Room 8
Room 9
The Commons

12:15p.m.
1:00p.m.

The Commons
Room 19

Monday

November 14

Archives Committee
Newsletter Deadline for all December Events
Transforming Scarcity into Sufficiency
Study Group
Full-Moon Drum Circle

10:00a.m.
12:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:30p.m.
8:00p.m.

Archives Room
news@peopleschurch.net
Room L2
Room 18
Fire pit (or Room 9)

Tuesday

November 15

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Young Adult Group

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1
Room L2

Thursday

November 17

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 12
The Commons

Friday

November 18

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Saturday

November 19

FINE ART SALE & HOLIDAY BAZAAR

9a.m.-3p.m.

Whole Church

Sunday

November 20

5th/6th Grade OWL
OWL Parents Chalice Circle
Youth Band
Sunday Service: “You Are Not What You Eat”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Child Dedication (RSVP to Rev. Rachel)
Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser for Standing Rock

9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
Room 8
Room 9
The Commons

12:15p.m.

The Commons

10:00a.m.
1:30p.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1
Room L1

Tuesday

November 22

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death
Finance Committee

Thursday

November 24

Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday

November 27

Youth Band
Sunday Service: “A Kinder, Gentler Atheism”
Rev. Dennis McCarty

9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Commons

Tuesday

November 29

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

November 30

RE Sabbatical Team Meeting

5:30p.m.

Room 8

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

