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September 4
“How We Live Our Faith”
Dyrk Hamilton
Church member, Dyrk Hamilton will offer information about a significant way
in which he lives an aspect of his faith, and then open the floor for personal
sharing about the topic. We will meet in Room 19. This will be the last of the
services in 2016 that use our summer service format.

Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
September 11 “Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Author E.B. White once said, ‘every morning, I awake torn between a desire to
save the world and an inclination to savor it. This makes it hard
to plan the day.’ This service, our first of the program year, will
dwell in that tension between saving and savoring this world.
We will mark this new beginning with a joining of waters ritual,
savoring all that is precious about our church home. We will
also mark the 15th anniversary of the September 11th attacks—
and recommit ourselves to be co-creators of justice in our
world. This is an intergenerational service—people of all ages will be in the sanctuary
for the full service. Nursery care for the youngest is available. Please bring a small
container of water from a place that is meaningful to you for our ritual.
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September 18 “The Opposite of Certainty” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Rev. Rachel begins her sermon series on virtues and vices with faith. It has been
said that the opposite of faith is not doubt, it’s certainty. Our Unitarian
Universalist faith does not provide us with easy answers to religious questions,
but challenges us to seek our own answers and then hold them lightly, ready to
change them as evidence and experience changes. How do we live a faith
without certainty?
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We will hold a Special Collection for Lincoln International Studies School during this
service. See page 3 for more information.
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September 25
“Holy Anger”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Anger can eat us alive or fuel us to do good and important work in the world.
How do we harness this powerful force? Rev. Rachel will draw on the work of
feminists and womanists to explore how we can recognize and name our anger,
not dwell in it too long, and allow it to give us energy to do the transforming
work of love in the world.
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear Ones,
I’ve spent much of my
summer thinking about sin
and virtue. This year, in our
worship, I’ll be exploring
the seven deadly sins and
the seven heavenly virtues.
I spent much of my summer
study leave reading, writing and reflecting on these
topics.
A list of seven deadly sins is an ancient idea with
roots in ancient Greece and Babylon. Early
Christian leaders compiled competing lists of the
worst sins. The seven as we know them—gluttony,
envy, anger, greed, sloth, pride, and lust—were
popularized in the 1300s in England, when priests
were instructed to teach them to their
congregations so the people would know what
actions to avoid.
In my reflections, I’ve come to realize that these
seven behaviors are sinful because we are tempted
to place them at the center of our lives, perhaps
even worshipping them as an idol. At their core,
each of the seven sins are about an innate human
need or desire—food, romantic union, a sense
of self, comparison, the need of possessions.
The problem arises when these needs and desires
consume too much of our time, energy, and
attention. I’ll be exploring how we live in this
tension during services this year.
In her lecture at the Unitarian Universalist General
Assembly this year, radio host Krista Tippett called
virtues ‘tools for the art of living’ and ‘spiritual
technologies.’ We will also be exploring the seven
heavenly virtues—faith, hope, charity, prudence,
temperance, courage, and justice—in worship this
year. What do these virtues, especially the out-of-
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fashion ones like prudence, have to offer us?
How might these ancient ‘spiritual technologies’
equip us to live more meaningful lives now?
Virtue and sin won’t be the only topics
addressed in worship this year. Planning is in the
works for an intergenerational animal blessing
service in October that ties in with the Harry
Potter curriculum that our children and youth
are following this year. There will be meaningful,
joyful services for the hearty few who decide to
come to church on Christmas and New Year’s
morning. (I’m grateful that DeForest is young
enough not to notice that Santa will come to
our house on Christmas afternoon or
December 26th this year.) Our guest worship
leaders will include Glen Thomas Rideout, the
music director at the Ann Arbor UU
Congregation, and Jill McAllister, People’s
minister emerita. It’s shaping up to be a
meaningful year in the worship life of our
congregation—and in so many other areas of
church life. I’m excited for it all to get underway.
See you in church,
Rev. Rachel

Happy Hour at The Old Mill
Brewpub and Grill,
Tuesday, September 20th,
4-6pm
Rev. Rachel and her family invite you all to
join us for an informal happy hour at the
Old Mill (717 E. Bridge Street, Plainwell)
for fun and fellowship. Brian, Rev. Rachel’s
husband, started working as the brewer in
July and several of his beers should be
available for you to try. The pub also offers
a wide variety of non-alcoholic beverages
and delicious food.
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People’s Potluck
Sunday, September 11
Last May at a ‘Super Committee’ gathering,
we elected to try a new format
for Sunday lunches this church
year. We will be shifting
lunches to every other month
on the second Sunday, and
have the lunch be a potluck
rather than have committees
provide all the food.
Following the homecoming service on September
11th, we will enjoy a People’s Potluck in the
Commons. Please bring a dish to share!
A few committees will be asked to share the duties
of organizing the setup and clean-up for each
potluck. Office Administrator, Chris Schleuder will
be reaching out to committee chairs to ask if you’d
be willing to volunteer for a specific month.
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Special Collection
for Lincoln Elementary School
Sunday, September 18
Our first Special Collection of the year will be
for Lincoln School, a partnership we’ve shared
for several years. Money collected during this
offering will be divided among the teachers to
be used for supplies and to meet the needs of
the classrooms as they determine.
Many members of People's Church have
volunteered and continue to volunteer at
Lincoln as mentors to students to help with
tutoring and assisting in classrooms. If you are
interested in being a tutor, please contact Mary
Lewis at magelewis@aol.com.

$MONEY MATTER$
Our pledge fulfillment in 2015-16 at People’s Church
has been poor again. At the end of June, we were
about $25,000 short in pledge income promised
for the fiscal year. Statements of pledge balances
were sent out late in June with hopes that everyone
would have a chance to finish paying their pledge
before we closed the books for the fiscal year at the
end of July. A few have notified us that they will not
be able to complete their pledge due to changed
circumstances.
However, there are still 40 pledging units who are
short more than $50 for the year! We do not have
another income source for these funds! So we will
have a sizeable deficit for the year. We need you to
complete your pledge now if you have not
already done so. Every pledge matters! If you are
not able to finish your pledge, or if you have other
questions, please contact Database Manager Dana
Kubinski (269-375-3262), Assistant Treasurer Barb
Davis (269-327-5894), or former Treasurer Allan
Hunt (269-372-2033) to discuss your situation.

A Thank-You from Two Former
Lincoln Elementary Students
To The People at People’s Church,
A huge thank you comes your way from
Atalaya Adams and Catrina Arispe for help
donating money towards our back to school
supplies. We greatly appreciate it.
In hard times, it is wonderful to know there
are kind people like you to help in times of
need.
Sincerely,
Atalaya Adams & Catrina Arispe
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl

Following is an interview with People's people talking about why they came to People's and why they
continue to participate.

Beth DeWaters and Ken Tindall
Beth DeWaters and
Ken Tindall joined
People’s in 1999.
Both had grown up in
Methodist Churches.
Ken said, “I did not
attend church after
my childhood as I had
little interest in
religion, which in my
world was defined as
Christianity. Too
many things about
Christianity I could not believe or did not make sense
to me.”
Beth had been active in church as a youth, but some
unpleasant experiences as a young adult led her to
question many beliefs and doctrines. As a result,
she did not attend any church for a long time.
She became interested in People’s after visiting a UU
church in Ludington. “I guess there was a void that
my earlier formal religion had left for me,” she said.
“Also my husband and I felt it was important to
expose our son Tim who was then 11 years old to
organized religion.” Tim, their Korean son, who they
had adopted as an infant, had never attended church.
“My in-laws attended People’s and encouraged us to
try it,” Ken said. “The little I knew of the UU
tradition sounded like it might be a good fit for me.”
“Now People’s is an important part of my life,” Beth
said. “The sermons offer Ken and me an opportunity
to process ideas and new concepts together. They
also stimulate and challenge me to strive toward
living up to the seven principles which I believe in.

“Our Mission Statement eliminates the need for a
creed,” Beth added. “Creeds separate one group
from another. We strive to be inclusive.”
Ken said, “I can identify with Unitarian Universalism,
its seven principles and a church community that is
tolerant, inclusive, embraces diversity and has
different beliefs, but shared values.
“I’ve always strived to lead an ethical life,” Ken said.
“The Sunday services allow me to get centered and
reflect on how I conduct my life. Jill McAllister gave
inspiring sermons that emphasized the goal and the
possibility of living in right relationships. I am also
inspired and enlightened by Rev. Rachel’s sermons
and by many of our members who share their
knowledge, compassion and incredible talents.”
Ken has been on the fundraising committee, a 7th8th grade RE teacher, and a nursery sub. Beth has
served on the nominating and women’s retreat
committees and was a presenter at a women’s
retreat. Both have been coming-of-age mentors,
worked at the holiday bazaars, made pasties and
served as ushers.
Beth has recently participated in Talking Pots and
hopes to continue with that as well as working at the
bazaar, she said.

(Ken, 63, is an adult foster care licensing consultant for
the state of Michigan. Beth is a retired social worker
who specialized in working with women’s issues and
people with substance abuse concerns. Their grown son
Tim now lives in Yakima, Washington. Tim attended RE
programs including OWL and still considers himself a
UU.)
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Syrian Family Resettlement Update
Our People’s Church Refugee Resettlement
Committee welcomed Khaled, Fatema, Adham,
Molham, Moayyad, Omar and Abdullah Altyara to
America nearly two months ago. We have learned that
they fled Syria in 2012 because of the civil war raging in
their home city of Hims. They became refugees living
in Jordan, until they were chosen to receive permission
to immigrate to the U.S. this year. (It is a multiyear
process)

Volunteering to work with Fatema and Khaled
to understand financial and budget concepts.
We currently have a wonderful volunteer, Mike
Stoline, who has been working with them. Mike is
going to be out of the country for a month starting
Sept. 14th. We need a partner for Mike to cover the
time that he is away. Please contact Ann Feldmeier
269-720-1649 or Sally Padley 269-372-3943, if you
can volunteer.

Much has been accomplished through the partnership
with Bethany Christian Services and People’s Church
in getting the family established here. All the family
members had to apply for Social Security Cards, State
IDs, Medicaid and Food and Cash Assistance. They
have had physicals and dental appointments and the
three youngest boys have been enrolled in school.
Moayyad, age 17 will go to Kalamazoo Central and the
twins, Omar and Abdullah, will go to Arcadia
Elementary School.

Helping to plan social events for the Altyara
family to meet our church members and other
community members. We especially want to set up
an event where our church youth can meet and
make friends with the Altyara boys. Please contact
either Sally Padley sallypadley@yahoo.com or 2693723943 or Ann Feldmeier 269-720-1649 or via
email feldtrow@aol.com if you can help plan social
events.

Khaled has been through the Michigan Works PATH
3-week program and is now ready to be employed.
While he is looking for a job—with the assistance of
Bethany and People’s Church, he is required to
volunteer 20 hours a week. He has been working with
our Building and Grounds Committee to fulfill some of
these hours.
How Church Members Can Help:
Networking to find a job for Khaled. He worked
as a water-pump mechanic in both Syria and Jordan.
If you, or anyone you know could be helpful in finding
a job for Khaled, please contact River Artz-Iffland,
269-254-7795.

Make a donation. We are fundraising to cover the
additional expenses that continue to come up. Any
unused funds will be passed along for support of local
refugees arriving weekly. You can make a donation
at peopleschurch.net. Or send a check to People’s
Church, 1758 N. 10th Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009.
Please put “Refugee Resettlement” in the memo line.
There are many opportunities for intergenerational
experiences in helping this refugee family get
established and be successful. Anyone who is
interested in getting their family involved please
contact either Sally Padley sallypadley@yahoo.com
or 269-3723943 or Ann Feldmeier 269-720-1649 or
via email feldtrow@aol.com.

Unitarian History Coming to Your Television
Before there was the People’s Church refugee team, there was Martha and
Waitstill Sharp. ‘Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War,’ a new documentary film
by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky tells to story of an American Unitarian
couple who spent two years during the Second World War on lifethreatening missions in Europe to save refugees and dissidents from the
Nazis. This documentary is tentatively scheduled to air on PBS at 9pm on
September 20th. (This time and date cannot be confirmed as of press
time—please check local listings.) Tune in and learn about Unitarian’s long
legacy of supporting refugees.
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RACE MATTERS
By Nadine Godin-Nassaney
As some of you may
already know, I started on
my antiracism journey in
2009 as a member of
People’s Church when
Rev. Jill McAllister
approached me to be part
of a panel of congregants
who would talk about our
ideas on race as part of a
Sunday service. I gladly
accepted her invitation, but struggled with what
to say. After preparing my brief talk for that
service, I realized that I had much work to do in
examining what I knew about racism and how I
fit into the world as a white person. I decided
to actively pursue knowledge about race and
racism. One of my most powerful learning
experiences was attending a 2 ½ day antiracism
training entitled “Understanding and Analyzing
Systemic Racism.” At that training I gained
extensive knowledge about how racism was built
into the foundation of the United States. I found
myself becoming angry at myself and other white
people and wondered how I could help
dismantle racism rather be sit back and allow it
to continue.
I recently finished reading a book entitled
Witnessing Whiteness: The Need to Talk about
Race and How to Do It by Shelly Tochluk. This
was another powerful experience for me. In this
book I read about how to “witness.” Tochluk
defines witnessing as a verb requiring action.
She also stresses the need to become “response
-able.” I need to develop my ability to actively
witness the racism I see in the world when I am
in social situations, at work, and while interacting
with the groups and institutions in which
I participate.
To develop my ability to witness as described by
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Shelly Tochluk, I need to 1) continue to build
my antiracism knowledge including examining
my white privilege, 2) build skills: a set of tools
I can use when witnessing either subtle or overt
racism, 3) build capacity to make use of my skills
in the face of my emotions which takes courage
and practice, and finally 4) create a community
to support me as I practice these skills even
when I feel confused, disappointed or frustrated.
If you want to help end the racism that exists
in our world, but aren’t sure what do to,
I encourage you to read this book. It is easy to
read and has some very practical steps to take
in, helping make a difference. Look for this book
in the church library soon.
In community, Nadine Godin-Nassaney

Church Newsletter Deadlines
The following are the
newsletter deadlines for the
upcoming church year.
Please email your newsletter
submissions to:
news@peopleschurch.net.
Monday, September 26, 2016, noon
Monday, October 24, 2016, noon
Monday, November 14, 2016, noon
Monday, December 12, 2016 noon
Monday, January 23, 2017, noon
Monday, February 20, 2017, noon
Monday, March 27, 2017, noon
Monday, April 24, 2017, noon
Monday, May 22, 2017, noon
Monday, June 26, 2017, noon
Monday, July 24, 2017, noon
Monday, August 21, 2017, noon
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SAVE the DATE! Saturday, November 19th
People’s Church Fine Arts Sale & Holiday Bazaar
Preparations are underway for our 15th annual,
all-church fun(d) raiser. Please save the date,
Saturday November 19 and plan to participate.
Everyone is welcome and needed—members and
visitors and friends. Our goals are 700 customers,
800 pasties, and $15,000 to help our church
budget. This event also provides a venue for over
30 local professional artists, encourages people
to buy local for their holiday gifts, and builds
relationships in our church and with the
community as we accomplish this amazing event.

Here’s how you can help right now:
Sign Up Now for First Pasty-Making Dates
Unskilled labor welcome! This is a great way
especially for new folks to get to know people.
We will be making about 800 pasties to freeze and
sell at the Bazaar. Bob Friedel will lead the work
again, with help from Chris in the office to
organize work crews. The first set of dates will
be Friday afternoon, September 16th (prep
ingredients) and Saturday morning September 17th
for assembly/baking or afternoon for cooling/
wrapping. An experienced person will lead each
session—so no prior pasty experience necessary.
To sign up, please visit the Bazaar Table in the
foyer, or call or email Chris, our church
administrator, at office@peopleschurch.net or
online.

People’s Specialties Contributions

Our major “department” called People’s
Specialties— takes place in the foyer—featuring
your homemade candies, cookies, jams, breads,
frozen entrees, and small hand crafted items
(knitted items, small quilted items, photography
notecards, etc.). Please start now for items you
can make ahead (e.g, jams, handcrafted items).
Lists of popular baked goods and frozen entre
items needed will be posted later. Reverend
Rachel and her husband Chef Brian will offer
work parties soon, so watch for signup notices
in the Friday e-blasts. Co-chairs are needed for
this area.
White Elephant Contributions
Please search your closets now for all very nice
items (no clothing or furniture) that you can
clean, set aside and donate to be repurposed in
our White Elephant Sale. Housewares,
decorative items, and children’s toys are
especially popular.
More details about other ways you can help and
all the jobs on the day of the Bazaar will be
coming soon. Contact Rochelle Habeck Hunt at
habeck@chartermi.net to get involved. The next
meeting of the Bazaar Steering Committee
is Wednesday night, September 14th
at 6:30 on Room L1.
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Music of Love—Music of Hope—Music of Change
By Darryl Loiacano
Jennifer Drake and I had the
great pleasure to attend the
UU Musicians Network
Conference this summer
in Madison, Wisconsin.
It was an inspiring experience
for both of us. Sharing “People of Hope” at
the Silliman Hymn Contest was only one small
part of an amazing four days at the conference.
For me it resulted in a kind of paradigm shift
in the way I think about church music.
The theme of the conference was “Intentionally
Engaging in Radical Collaboration.”
The learning focused mainly on the way that all
those involved in planning worship services—
minister, readers, Sunday service committee,
A/V, and musicians—can work together to plan
services that are truly transforming for the
congregation. But it also got me thinking about
the way a song leader and a congregation
collaborate every Sunday, right there in the
moment, to create a musically inspiring
experience.
As part of People’s music program I have seen
it as our task to provide such inspiring music
on Sunday morning. But now I am thinking of
worship service music more as a shared task
between congregation, minister and song
leader. The idea isn’t as much for me to inspire
you, but for us to create an inspiring
experience together. Easier said than done?
Absolutely, but I think well worth the effort.
I am convinced that music at People’s Church
can be even better if we are willing to take
more risks, to try new things, and to rely a little
less on the tried and true on Sunday morning.
I have asked myself why any of this matters.
The answer, I think, is that what we take from

Sunday services has the ability to nurture and
carry us as we seek to live out our UU values.
We live in times that are marked by change,
uncertainty, conflict and violence. Regardless of
who is elected President in November, we will
continue to live in a world where people seek
to divide us—whether with guns or with a bully
pulpit. Our UU values of unity and peace in our
diversity are constantly being challenged.
My experience on Sunday morning at People’s
Church is vitally important to how I navigate
these difficult times. I suspect it is for you
as well.
It is my sincere hope that our People’s music
program can continue to kindle the flame of
hope in the world, as well as comfort and inspire
us through these challenging times.

Construction Continues
on 10th Street
Construction to install sewer pipe
beneath the road on N. 10 Street
continues and may block some of the
normal routes to the church on any
given day.
Please allow yourself
additional arrival time to
arrive at church. A map
with alternate routes to
the building can be found
at: http://
peopleschurch.net/wp-content/
uploads/2016/06/Construction-Map-of
-10th-Street.pdf.
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Harry and UU
RE Classroom Clean Up
All 2nd- through 12th-graders are invited to particiAug. 31, Sept. 1 & 2, 5:30-7:30
Many hands make light work of this important job.
pate in the People’s Church School of
Please come help us clean and organize the RE classWitchcraft and Wizardry this year.
Please join us as we gather together to deepen our understandings and live out our UU
principles by battling the
horcruxes of poverty, illiteracy, animal abuse, hunger, environmental degredation and
more.
Through the care of magical creatures, potions classes, herbology, divination and defense
against the dark arts we will
learn about and combat some
of the horcruxes and injustices in our world.
Classes begin September 18th!
You won’t want to miss this!

RE Assistants Needed!

rooms for the new church year! All ages are welcome. Pizza is provided for those who RSVP to
Diane at re@peopleschurch.net

RE Teacher Orientation
Sept. 10 from 1-4:00 pm, Room 9

All RE teachers should plan to attend this valuable orientation designed to help you have a fabulous year
working with our children and youth in RE!

WMU Bronco Bash -Sangren Pedestrian Mall
Friday, Sept. 9 from 3-7:00 pm

Your help is needed to staff our Bronco Bash booth at
WMU. If you are willing to spend an hour or two
talking with college students about Unitarian Universalism, please let Mackenzie Hatfield know at
innerchild777@gmail.com.

Mystic Lake UU Middle School Retreat

A few more “professors” are
October 7-9, 2016
needed to assist once or
All 6th-, 7th- & 8th-graders should save the date for this
twice a month in several of
incredible weekend of fun, worship and fellowship!
our Harry Potter classes this
year. Please let Diane Melvin know if you are willing
Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education Classes
to help at re@peopleschurch.net.
This fall we are offering age appropriate classes for 5th& 6th-graders. We will let you know the dates and
I am looking forward to a new year beginning in RE. This is my 15th
times as soon as they are determined.
year serving as your RE director and it has been quite a journey.
The
Kindergarten/1st grade class will be offered during
As much as I am looking forward to launching this exciting new
Harry Potter curriculum, I am especially grateful I have been
the winter/spring of 2017.
offered a sabbatical leave from January through June.

We have a strong and competent RE committee and Sabbatical
Team, both of whom are putting together plans for a smooth
and meaningful year in the RE program at People’s Church.

RE Committee Update

This year the Religious Education Committee consists of
nine members plus a sabbatical team liason and two
staff members. We had a great retreat to set our
The newsletter article I wrote last month on grief
goals and kick off the new church year.
prompted an entire blog entry entitled, “Mindfully
Heather Barsy, co-chair
Moving through Grief.” If you are interested in readGwen Abney-Cunningham, co-chair
ing the raw in depth version of my summer’s journey
Heidi Johnson
through grief you can access that post at this link.
Cary Betz-Williams
https://dianemelvinblog.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/
Jenny Henley
Chris Semelbauer
moving-mindfully-through-grief/
Michelle Weemhoff
Michelle Scott
Blessed Be ~ Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
Marti Peters-Sparling
Emily Cutler, Sabbatical Team Liaison
Nicky Gates, RE Program Assistant
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New Books in People’s Library
Everyday Spiritual Practices edited by Scott
W. Alexander
Forty inspiring contributors share
their personal, daily spiritual
practices—from meditation and
prayer, to recycling and
vegetarianism to quilting and art.
This collection suggests a wide
variety of ways in which you can
spiritually examine, shape and care
for your life, to achieve
wholeness, satisfaction, depth and
meaning. (248.4 Ev)

Beyond Magenta
written and photographed
by Susan Kuklin
Six unwaveringly honest young
adults tell what it is like for
them to be members of the
transgender community.
(306.76 Ku)

Turning Point: Essays on a New Unitarian
Universalism, edited by Fredric Muir
In inspiring, fresh essays twenty
Unitarian Universalist leaders issue
a clarion call for change in the
denomination. They show a way
forward from an isolated,
individualistic "iChurch" to an
inclusive, multicultural Beloved
Community. (289.1 Tu)
In Nature’s Honor; Myths and Rituals
Celebrating the Earth, by
Patricia Montley
This book explores the eight
solar holidays that mark the
turning of the Wheel of the
Year: the solstices, equinoxes
and quarter days. Filled with
stories from a variety of cultures
and faith traditions, the book
also provides many celebration
ideas. (203.8 Mo)
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Schedule an Appointment
for the 2016-17
Church Picture Directory
We’ve scheduled
photographers to
come and take
pictures in October
for a new picture
directory. Here is the
schedule for when
they will be here:
Wed. Oct. 26, 2:00-8:30pm
Thu. Oct. 27, 2:00-8:30pm
Fri. Oct. 28, 2:00-8:30pm
Sat. Oct. 29, 9:30am-4:00pm
To schedule an appointment, please sign up
online at: https://www.securedatatrans14.com/ap/peopleschurch/index.php?
page=10 or contact Chris Schleuder
at the church office. We’re encouraging
everyone to participate.
We will need volunteers to help welcome
families, members, and friends to their
photo session. If you’d be willing to bea
greeter, please let the office know.
Thanks!

Please Check
Lost and Found
Please check the church Lost and
Founds for your missing items—
located in the upstairs and
downstairs coat areas, the kitchen,
Room 17 and 8.
Items left after
October 2 will go
to Goodwill.
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Buddhist Teachings by Bardor Tulku
Rinpoche, September 17-18
People’s Church will host Buddhist teacher Bardor Tulku
Rinpoche on September 17-18 in Room 19.
If you are interested in attending this event, please register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bardor-tulku-rinpochetickets-26667205329. There is a suggested donation of $25
per session or $100 for
the entire
weekend. Four sessions
are planned—Sunday
morning’s session will
take place in another
location in
Kalamazoo. Lama Yeshe
Gyamtso will act as
translator.
Here is the planned
schedule:
Saturday, September
17, 2016
10am-noon: The Eight
Verses of Mind Training
The Eight Verses of Mind Training by Geshe Langri Thangpa
(1054-1123) is a succinct presentation on cultivating a mind
of boundless love and compassion for all beings.
2-4pm: Questions & Answers
Sunday, September 18, 2016
Refuge Ceremony and White Manjushri Empowerment
The morning’s session will take place at another location in
Kalamazoo. For time and location please email Matt at
mwillis70@gmail.com or call (269) 275-0090 if you would
like to attend this morning program.

2-4pm: Meditation Advice
Rinpoche will give meditation advice based on The Kusali’s
Instructions on the Nature of Mind by Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro
Thaye (1813-1899), a key figure in Tibet’s nonsectarian
movement.
This event is sponsored by the Palchen Study Group Battle
Creek. Go to: http://www.kunzang.org/biography/ to learn more
about Bardor Tulku Rinpoche.
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Events and Activities

News & Views

The Discussion Group
'Why 3rd Parties Can't Win in the U.S. (or, 'what it
would take for 3rd Parties to win in the U.S.') will be
discussed at our first meeting this church year,
September 3, 10am-12pm, in Room 6/7.
If you would like to join the email list to receive (or
contribute) reading materials in advance, contact Pat
Nelson (patnelson@btc-bci.com). Topics are chosen
by group members with input from the group.
Snack provided; bring your own drink.

Book Club
September 8, 1:30p.m.
West With the Night by Beryl
Markham will be the focus of
our September 8 meeting.
Pat Nelson will review, at her
home. Contact Pat regarding
car-pooling and/or directions
(patnelson@btc-bci.com).
Book discussion, 1:30-3:00;
light refreshments/socializing,
3:00-3:30.
The book club will meet the 2nd Thursday of each
month, 1:30-3:30, September through June. Flyers
with scheduled books and meeting locations are
available in the foyer. Newcomers are always
welcome.

Facing Life, Facing Death
Tuesday, September 27, 1:30p.m.
The Facing Life, Facing Death group meets on the
fourth Tuesday of the month from 1:30-3:00pm.
The first half-hour is a group check-in. For the
final hour, Rev. Rachel leads the group in
exploring death and dying through film clips,
personal reflection, sociological information,
articles, conversation, and perhaps a field trip
or two. This class is open to all People’s Church
adults. Childcare is available upon request.

For those who use Amazon for purchases,
please consider using the AmazonSmile website
and listing People’s Church as a charitable
organization you’d like to donate to.
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5%
of the purchase price from your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to the church.
Our listing can be found here:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1803467

Transforming
Scarcity into Sufficiency
September is another opportunity to “Begin
Again.” When we meet again on September
12th at 6:30 pm, our circle will have a new
focus: Building a More Positive Relationship with
Money. We will focus on
this for three sessions—
September, October and
November. September’s
discussion will be how
your thoughts and beliefs
affect your experience
with money; and offer
three tools to change
your thinking for a more positive outcome.
We meet the second Monday of the month from
6:30 to 8:00 pm in Room L2. All are invited!
This is a drop-in circle so we welcome you
anytime.
If you have any questions please contact Faith
Curtis, 847-309-8621.
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Calendar

Event

Time

Place

Committee on Ministry

9:30a.m.

Room 18

September 3

The Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Rooms 6/7

Sunday

September 4

Summer Service: “How We Live Our Faith”
Dyrk Hamilton

10:45a.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

September 6

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

10:00a.m.
3:00pm

Meet at church
Kitchen

Wednesday

September 7

Board Meeting

6:30p.m.

Room L1

Thursday

September 8

Book Group

1:30p.m.

Pat Nelson’s Home

Saturday

September 10

Membership Committee Retreat
Religious Education Teacher Training

11:00a.m.
1:00p.m.

Ann Feldmeier’s Home
Room 9

Sunday

September 11

Sunday Service: “Let Justice Roll Down Like
Waters” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
People’s Potluck (bring a dish to share)
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee

10:45a.m.

Commons

12:15p.m.
1:00p.m.

Commons
Room L1

Monday

September 12

Transforming Scarcity into Sufficiency

6:30p.m.

Room L2

Tuesday

September 13

Building & Grounds Work Group

10:00a.m.

Meet at church

Wednesday

September 14

Bazaar Steering Committee

6:30p.m.

Room L1

Friday

September 16

Pasty-Making—Chopping Veggies
Full-Moon Drum Circle

1:00-4:00p.m.
8:00p.m.

Kitchen
Fire pit

Saturday

September 17

Pasty-Making—Assembly and Baking
The Discussion Group
Buddhist Teachings by Bardor Tulku Rinpoche
Questions & Answers w/ Bardor Tulku Rinpoche
Pasty-Making—Cooling and Wrapping

9:00a.m.-2p.m.
10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.-12p.m.
2:00-4:00p.m.
2:00-4:00p.m.

Kitchen
Rooms 6/7
Room 19
Room 19
Kitchen

Sunday

September 18

Sunday Service: “The Opposite of Certainty”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Special Collection for Lincoln Elementary School
Art Wall Reception for Gay Walker
Meditation Advice w/ Bardor Tulku Rinpoche

10:45a.m.

Commons

12:15p.m.
2:00-4:00p.m.

Commons
Room 19

Tuesday

September 20

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Happy Hour at The Old Mill Brewpub and Grill

10:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
4:00-6:00p.m.

Meet at church
Foyer, Room 1
717 E. Bridge Street, Plainwell

Friday

September 23

Pasty-Making—Chopping Veggies

1:00-4:00p.m.

Kitchen

Saturday

September 24

Pasty-Making—Assembly and Baking
Pasty-Making—Cooling and Wrapping

9:00a.m.-2p.m.
2:00-4:00p.m.

Kitchen
Kitchen

Sunday

September 25

Sunday Service: “Holy Anger” Rev. Rachel Lonberg

10:45a.m.

Room 19

Monday

September 26

Newsletter Deadline for all October Events

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

September 27

Building & Grounds Work Group
Facing Life, Facing Death

9:30a.m.
1:30p.m.

Meet at church
Room L1

Friday

September 30

Newsletter Mailing
Pasty-Making—Chopping Veggies

9:00a.m.
1:00-4:00p.m.

Room 8
Kitchen

The Calendar of Events can be viewed online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

