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Holiday Music Service

Come, enjoy the fine music of People’s musicians, including the
People’s Singers, Dottie Goodwin on the organ, and more. Come,
raise your voice in song as we sing seasonal songs and old favorites.
This Sunday is a special service full of music.
December 13
“Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins:
An Intergenerational Service”
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Once upon a time, Hershel, a holy fool from the Eastern European Jewish
tradition, happened upon a village that couldn’t celebrate Hanukkah because of
some Hanukkah-hating goblins. He offers to help them. What happens next? You’ll
have to come to church to find out. People’s people of all ages will be worshipping
together in The Commons.
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The second Sunday lunch following the service will be a POTLUCK on this date.
Please bring a dish to share if you can.
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loss or heartache at this time.
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As is tradition at People’s Church, we will mark the Sunday after
Christmas with a brief service followed by an opportunity to do a
service project. This year, we are collecting old computers
(laptops, PDAs, towers, desktops, screens, keyboards, mice, and
printers) for donation to Motor City Free Geek. This non-profit
trains low-income Detroiters in computer repair skills and
computer literacy; trainees earn a rebuilt computer in exchange
for their work. Any materials MCFG cannot use will be recycled
responsibly.

Boxing Day Service

Christmas Eve Service details on page 3

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear ones,
In October, we had a
“question box service” in
which you wrote down
questions for me and I
tried my best to answer
as many as I could in 20
minutes. I ran out of time
before I could answer all
of your questions, so I am taking this space to
answer a few more of them here. A number of
your questions have also inspired sermons that
I will be preaching in early 2016.
Is it assumed that the minister/congregant
relationship is sharply divided? Can a minister and a
congregant be “friends?”
This is a wonderful question. The minister/
congregant relationship is different from a
friendship in some important ways.
Our relationship is not fully mutual. There are
some things that you can tell me about your life
that I will not tell you about mine. As a mentor
in ministry told me, “a true friend is someone
that you can complain to about your job. It’s
never appropriate to vent to a congregant
about your job because they are, collectively,
your employer.” If you need to talk about a
workplace frustration, please feel free to call
me up and do it. Just don’t expect me to follow
suit.
As a congregation, it is our mission to care for
one another. As your minister, I am set apart
from some of that. When you have a dark night
of the soul, I would hope that you would turn
to the church—to me and to others. When I
have a dark night of the soul, I will turn to
support outside of the congregation—to my
spiritual director, to clergy colleagues, to
friends and family, to a therapist. When I have
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passed through, I will likely share with you any
insights gained along the way.
Many of us have memories of grade school of
another child telling us, “You’re not my friend!”
I hope none of you reading this are hearing this
tone in my words. I am not intending that. I hope,
instead, you can see the opportunity in our
relationship. The minister/congregant relationship
is not a friendship with expectations of
reciprocity. In your relationship with me, I hope
that each of you receive more than you give.
I hope that then, you can take whatever it is you
have received—love or care, insight or wisdom,
support or courage—and, instead of returning it
to your minister, direct it to others in your life
who need it. This, to me, is the beauty and the
magic of the minister/congregant relationship. By
calling a minister who doesn’t expect reciprocity,
each of you become better equipped to minister
to your families, your friends, your community
and the world.

Will you please share the words you spoke after Joys
and Concerns that we might add it to our own
practice?
These are the words that I say following Joys and
Concerns. They are adapted from a prayer in the
Book of Common Prayer used by the Episcopal
Church.
Sources of reason and radiance, sources of
comfort and compassion,
keep watch, with those who work or watch
or weep this day.
May the sick be tended.
May the weary find rest.
May the dying and those who love them
find peace.
May the suffering be soothed.
May the joyous be shielded,
and may all of us remember that we are
wrapped in the love that surrounds us always
and will not let us go.
Amen.

Volume 77, Issue 4

Page 3

News and Notices

Christmas Eve Service—Thursday, December 24, 6:00 p.m.
With Rev. Rachel Lonberg & Rev. Duffy Peet
One hundred and one years ago, on Christmas Eve 1914, British and German
troops called a Christmas truce in the midst of the First World War. We will
host our co-religionists from the Unitarian Universalist Community Church of
Southwest Michigan, to remember the stories of that truce and the stories of
the first Christmas. We will celebrate our continued hope for a more peaceful
world with music, prose, poetry, and candlelight.

Become a Member
of People’s Church
Joining Ceremony and Recognition Sunday
December 13th
Are you considering membership at People’s Church?
If so, you are welcome to participate in our Joining
Ceremony on Sunday, December 13 at
10:00a.m. in Room 19. At the ceremony, new
members are recognized, and those who have not yet
signed the Bond of Union can do so. We will also be
recognizing our newest members during the service
that day.
If you would like to participate in these events, please
contact Anna Shade, anna.shade@gmail.com or office
administrator, Chris Schleuder, 375-3262, and pick up
a membership folder at either the Visitor Desk or
Information Desk at church.

Church Office Holiday Hours
The church office will be closed from
December 23 - January 2.

Green Spot
Alternative Giving
This year you can resolve to have a greener,
cheaper, more meaningful holiday season through
alternative giving! Instead of just going to the mall
and spending too much, be creative by inventing
your own original presents, purchasing green
products that express your values, or making a
donation in someone’s name. Here are some
suggestions.
Give your time rather than things.
Do someone else’s household chores for three
months or give babysitting coupons. These
would be inexpensive presents with great
meaning and value to the recipient.
Make your presents, if you're skilled at crafts or
like to cook or bake. But be sure to start early
enough that it doesn’t add to the holiday crush.
Shop at the People’s Church Holiday Bazaar
where you will find tons of interesting choices,
including a white elephant sale where you can
find unique and repurposed items.
Give a favorite thing or special book that you
have enjoyed to someone who you know will
enjoy it also.
Take the time pressure off the traditional
holiday season. If you love entertaining,
throw a Groundhog Day party or celebrate the
Chinese New Year.
Donations make wonderful presents for
people who really don't need anything. But you
need to find a source that has special meaning
This article is continued on page 5.
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Getting to Know People’s People By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with People's people talking about why they came to People's and why they continue
to participate.
Patrick and Wendy Murray
Patrick and Wendy Murray
sought out People’s and have
been attending for more than
a year.
“We were looking for free
coffee,” Patrick joked. ”But,
seriously, we were looking
for fellowship, community
and an outlet to explore our
spirituality.”
They had been attending Beverly Unitarian in
Chicago about a year before moving back to the
Kalamazoo area. Patrick had grown up Catholic.
Wendy had had no affiliation with a church.
“We had felt connected to the UU Church in
Chicago and we sought to continue on that path as
well as to connect with the community near where
we would be living,” Patrick said.
They say they’ve found a spiritual community and are
growing in fellowship.
“We walk away from services feeling both connected
to our world and challenged by it,” Wendy said.
“There is both comfort and discomfort.”
“Frequently we leave with the feeling that the topics,
readings and discussions were exactly what we
needed in relation to whatever happens to be going
on in our lives at the moment,” Patrick said.
“As we meet and connect with more people, we are
starting to feel more a part of the church
community,” Wendy said. “This sense of community
and continued involvement in the church helps to
encourage us to participate more fully.”
They appreciate knowing that here there are likeminded individuals who don’t have all answers, but
are willing to question and search together.

Patrick said, “The sermons often give both a sense of
fulfillment and keep us thinking and help us see things
in a new way.
“That all people are worthy and deserving of love is
the most important part of the mission statement
for us,” Wendy added.
“We also love how strong a commitment the church
shows for the kids,” Wendy said. “Our daughter
begs to go to church every Sunday and is
disappointed when we have to miss,”
Wendy and Patrick say they’ve felt a bit reluctant to
completely jump into committees but have found
themselves helping move chairs or working in the
kitchen occasionally and are willing to help where
they are able.

“We recently attended an ISAAC meeting and were
inspired by the people we saw and met there,”
Patrick said.
They say they’ve found it overwhelming sometimes
in the foyer after the services watching people
mingling and talking with those they are glad to see
each week.
“But we know it takes time to really get to be part
of any community,” Wendy said. “We’re grateful to
everyone who has reached out to us and made us
feel welcome. We also know that we’ve barely
scratched the surface of the resources available
here.”
(Patrick, 47, is a supply chain and logistics professional
currently seeking fulltime employment, and writes a
weekly article about various parenting topics for an online
start-up company.
Wendy, 45, is practitioner of traditional Chinese
Medicine working with the Acupuncture Center of
Southwest Michigan. Their eight-year-old daughter, Fiona,
is a student at Gilkey Elementary in Plainwell.)
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Social Justice Coordinating
Committee Update
An amazingly generous $1233 was given on
November 8 for the YWCA Domestic Assault
program. Thank you for responding with such
benevolence. Our next Special Collection will
take place on December 13 for Ministry with
Community. (See article on this page for more
info.)

Thinking ahead, our ongoing support for Loaves
and Fishes will continue with food donations
being collected on Sunday, January 10 and
17. Food items can be brought and put in Rick
Johnson's truck on those days.
Thank you for supporting the Vote Yes for Kids
campaign which passed handily. People's Social
Justice Coordinating Committee was one of
several endorsers for this effort. There is still
a small shortfall to be made up for the
informational aspect of this campaign. If you
wish to help offset this deficit, you may send a
check made out to "Vote Yes for Kids" to Janet
Jones, 1923 Indiana St. Kalamazoo, 49008.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee
meets the second Tuesday of each month at
10:00 a.m. in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.

UUSC Holiday Cards
We will be selling the
UUSC holiday cards
again this year. They
will be at the bazaar
and at the coffee and
chocolate bar on
Sundays until
Christmas. A box of
10 cards sells for $10, $12 or $14 depending on
the design. If you purchase them on Sunday
mornings, please try and have the correct
amount or bring your checkbook as we don't
keep a lot of money to make change. And while
you are at the coffee bar, don't forget to get
some chocolate bars for stocking stuffers.
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Ministry with Community
Special Collection, Sunday, December 13
The collection on December 13th will be given to
Ministry with Community. This day-shelter agency is
open from 6:30 AM to 5:30 PM seven days a week to
provide a variety of services to those who are homeless
or have other needs. Breakfast and lunch are served
daily. People can use the laundry facilities or take a
shower. There is a computer lab for those who are
looking for work. Those who don't have a phone or
permanent address can use the phone or have their mail
sent there. The on-site Loaves and Fishes food pantry
provides emergency food. Crisis intervention, shortterm crisis counseling, on-going personal counseling, lifeskills coaching, support groups and help for drug and
alcohol dependency are other services available.
Ministry with Community is a vital life-line for those who
don't have a home and are looking for ways to improve
their lives. This is your opportunity to support the work
they do.

Alternative Giving, continued from page 3
for that person. Many non-profits have creative
donation ideas, as well as the many local
organizations to choose from.
Donations can be great gifts for children too.
One grandmother started giving a Heifer
International animal to her grandchild when she was
two. When she was school age, the grandmother
would pick a country and make up a story to go
along with the Heifer card. She would ask the
grandchild what animal she would like to give every
year. This is one of the favorite traditions that these
two still share. Paws With A Cause is headquartered
nearby in Wayland and you could take a child on an
outing so s/he could see how that donation worked.
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee rescues old
circus and zoo elephants and gives them a home
where they can roam free. Just ten dollars makes a
difference! There are many, many other paid
options like OxFam, World Wildlife Fund, or Save
the Children. Look on http://buynothingchristmas.org
if you need more inspiration.
You will find that giving and receiving alternative gifts is
an effective way to channel the true holiday spirit and
help the environment at the same time.
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Report from the Ministerial Start-Up Retreat:
Describing dreams and goals, defining roles
By Board Co-Presidents,
Ben Jones and Megan Reynolds
The People’s Church Board of Trustees is moving
to a Policy Governance model of working. In a
nutshell, Policy Governance is a model in which a
church governing board’s primary function is not to
make decisions, but rather to define policies to
guide decisions throughout the organization.
We came to this decision with Rev. Rachel and with
the help of Lisa Presley, the UUA MidAmerica
Region Congregational Life Consultant.
On Friday, October 23, 2015 and Saturday,
October 24, 2015, Lisa led a two-day facilitated
retreat here at People’s Church. The facilitated
retreat is one of the most important parts of the
ministerial start-up process involved in settling a
newly called minister in a congregation. The UUA
recommends that it happen six to ten weeks after
a new minister arrives, enough time for the
congregation to get to know the minister a bit,
and vice versa.
On Friday night, over 60 members and friends of
People’s Church, along with Rev. Rachel,
participated in exercises to describe our
congregational history and visualize our goals for
the future. Rev. Rachel will keep the materials that
came out of those exercises and use them to
inform her work for the future.
On Saturday, Lisa met with Rev. Rachel and the
Board of Trustees to set priorities for our time and
focus in the first year of Rev. Rachel’s ministry with
People’s Church. One important part of that
exercise was defining roles and making sure that
there is a shared understanding of our governance
structure.
While our written church policies, by-laws, and
personnel policies provide the nuts and bolts of
who does what and how we operate, the words on
the page cannot answer all the questions a new
minister may have upon arrival at a new
congregation. Through this facilitated process we

arrived at a common understanding of what our
history, practice, and written policies add up to in
terms of real-life, concrete division of labor between
the minister, staff, and elected or board-appointed lay
leaders.
We agreed that “Policy Governance” is the model of
church governance that is both consistent with our
past practice and one that will help us sharpen our
practice and role definition going forward. If you are
interested in reading more about Policy Governance
please see the UUA resource page at: http://
www.uua.org/governance/policybased.
"So what?" you may ask. The main thing to know is
that your Board of Trustees, with Rev. Rachel’s
leadership, is going to focus our time on four defined
areas of church life: Vision setting, financial oversight,
coordinating big decisions (many of which go to a
membership vote), and writing and revising church
policy.
Over the past two years of transition, the Board took
on tasks that fell outside of these four defined areas
simply because we didn't have a single church leader
to take care of many of the responsibilities of
maintaining our community. Two people, Rev. Pam
and Rev. Dave, helped keep things running day-today, but that left an awful lot of tasks up in the air
that had previously been the responsibility of our
settled minister. Many things that needed to be done
ultimately fell to the Board of Trustees.
Now that we are back to having a strong, talented
settled minister, we are recommitting to avoiding
taking on jobs the board cannot do well. As one
article put it:
“A Board’s position atop the organizational
hierarchy tempts both Board members and those
they serve to make the Board the resting place for
controversial, costly or complicated decisions. This
is bad because:
Since there are more things to decide on than
This article is continued on the next page.
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$MONEY MATTER$

Ministerial Start-Up Report, continued from page 3

trustees have time or energy for, a Board can lose
focus on the overall mission of the institution.
Unless the cycle of ad hoc decision-making is
broken, a Board cannot attend to an organizational
vision that has continuity and scope.
Board meddling can disempower those who know
best and care most about an issue or program.
Often better decisions and spiritual growth result
when those who are closest to an issue make the
difficult choices.
Boards are not close enough to the action nor do
they meet frequently enough to be responsive to
pressing matters.
Membership turnover makes Boards unsuitable to
directly manage projects with long time horizons.
By contrast, a policy-oriented Board delegates as
much decision-making as possible and focuses on
the vision and the identity of the institution. It also
captures, in policy, lessons learned, both through
the organization’s experience and the experience of
other institutions like it.” [http://www.uua.org/
governance/policybased/articles/63173.shtml]
What does that mean for you? It means that if you
have something you that needs to be done or a
question that needs addressing your first stop is
probably going to be Rev. Rachel. Rev. Rachel isn't
just our preacher, she's also the lead administrator of
the church, she's responsible for the pastoral care of
our community, and she's the public face of the
church in Kalamazoo and the larger worldwide
community. Rachel will be monitoring the work of all
the various committees and arranging for the board
to receive regular written reports from each standing
committee.
If you encounter an issue that can only be resolved if
written church policy is clarified, modified, or adopted
then you should come to the board. If you have a
proposal that would require budgetary approval of
the board, then you should approach the board.
Everything else—from staffing events and planning
services to raising funds and buying equipment—are
issues that should start with a committee, staff, or
Rev. Rachel.
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There are many ways to contribute your TIME
and TALENT to support People’s Church. These
contributions are personally gratifying to each
of us, as well as critical to the church as a whole.
Right now we need approximately 10 people to
work on the Stewardship Committee, which plans
and conducts the annual pledge campaign that
forms the basis for funding our annual operating
budget.

Past Stewardship campaigns have included a variety
of different types of activities for engaging the
congregation including Sunday service
presentations, mailings, phone calls, emails, cottage
meetings, one on one discussions, and
implementation of online website tools for
submitting pledge commitments.
If you are willing to help ensure the financial
stability of People’s Church and can contribute
your time and talent to the success of the next
Stewardship campaign beginning in March, please
contact Treasurer Allan Hunt at
hahunt@gmail.com or (269)372-2033.

Usher Orientation
Sunday, December 13, 1:00p.m.
Room 19

There will be a brief usher orientation on
Sunday, December 13 at 1:00 pm in Room 19.
(There will be a potluck lunch that day—please
plan to join us after lunch.) We’ll talk about the
roles and responsibilities of ushers and create a
schedule going forward. If you would like to
participate, but need childcare, please let Rev.
Rachel know, and it will be arranged.
In the meantime, please sign up if you can for
upcoming Sundays. There’s a sign-up sheet on
the kiosk in the Foyer.
Thanks!
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RACE MATTERS
By Board Co-President, Ben Jones

everybody shares.

I like to think of myself as a
pretty enlightened, 21st century
kind of guy. I was raised by liberal
parents in a relatively
multicultural environment where
I was encouraged to view my
experience as a middle-class
white male as a privilege not

When I attended the 2.5-day Understanding & Analyzing
Systemic Racism Workshop offered by ERACCE in
September, I went in with an open mind but not
expecting to learn much that would shake up my
world view. I am well aware that racism exists in the
U.S., that we have a long history of oppression we
have yet to overcome, and that the work is slow and
complicated. However, I did take away three
important lessons.

News & Views

We Are Not All The Same
No two people's experiences are identical. I know it
sounds obvious, but the way it struck me came as kind
of a surprise.
We were (again) discussing our own individual
experiences with racism. A 30-something white woman
was telling us about her upbringing and relating it to
the experience of middle-class, white Americans in
general. But I didn't see myself in her generality.
When generalizing groups of people, we make a lot of
assumptions. That can be useful when talking about
broad societal problems, but we have to remember
that those generalities don't work when you get down
to the personal level.
Case in point, another young woman told us she hadn't
faced much racism in her own life. Based on her dark
skin tone and the way she was dressed, I assumed she
would have faced lots of racism in her life.

The Solution is in the Process
Lastly, I learned that we aren't close to solving this
Get Uncomfortable
problem of systemic racism in America. And that's
Racism is ugly. Talking about racism can be even uglier. okay too.
And that's okay.
We have a lot of work left to do. But part of solving
It's natural to either shut down or become defensive
the problem is actually within the process of solving
in situations that make us uncomfortable. The solution the problem. Does that make any sense?
isn't to push that discomfort away and pretend it
doesn't exist. It's better to acknowledge the
Much of the two-and-a-half days we were together at
discomfort and work through it.
the workshop was spent in earnest discussion. We
talked about our own experiences. We listened to
For example, during the training people were
other's stories. We dissected and re-imagined a myriad
encouraged to share their own stories of how they've of social institutions and situations.
experience racism. That was really uncomfortable for
me to sit through. My instinct was to defend myself— I think that's part of the solution. There may not be a
to say, "Sure, bad things have happened to you but I'm structured, simple solution that we just need to identify
not oppressing anyone." That's not a constructive
and then enact. We can do an awful lot to help solve
response. It's more important to accept other people's the problem of racism by just talking and listening.
experiences at face value than to argue against them.

Save the Date!—ARAOMC Event—Sunday, January 17, 12:30p.m.
The Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural Committee is sponsoring a gathering of all People's
members and friends who have attended the ERACCE 2 1/2 Day workshop on systemic racism, and/or the
Introduction workshop. This event will be held after the Sunday service on January 17, and will be a chance
for conversation and exploration of how this training has impacted you, and how you are bringing the
learning into your ongoing thinking and decisions—particularly as a participant in the People's Church
community. We hope to provide an environment of mutual support, cross-fertilization and development of
ideas—so bring your stories and questions for sharing. We look forward to your participation in this event!
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Choosing Love in Scary Times

Trying to stay aware and accurately informed about
world events can be challenging. The impacts of the recent bombings in Paris, Nigeria and Beirut, combined
with the ongoing fighting in Syria and the flood of millions of refugees seeking asylum are overwhelming to
comprehend. Attacks on churches, temples, mosques
and people of color are abundant within the U.S. and
abroad. Widespread environmental destruction prevails
around the globe. So much suffering can overwhelm
one’s sense of compassion and empathy.
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The Peace of the Wild Things
by Wendell Berry

When the despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound,
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lay down where the wood drake rests
in his beauty on the water and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of the wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought of grief.
I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day blind stars
waiting with their light for a time.
I rest in the grace of the world and am free.

We live in scary times. How do we live each day holding both the suffering as well as the joy? Where do we
Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins
find the inner capacity to continuously chose the path of
Intergenerational Service - December 13th
love over that of fear?
All ages over 5 are invited to join us for this Intergenerational Sunday Service where through the story of
How do we cultivate an open, loving and compassionate
Hershel, and the Goblins he faces, we will learn about
heart in a world filled with so much hatred, fear and
courage and discernment over choosing the most imheartbreak? These are the questions with which I grapportant things in our lives.
ple and ponder.
Young Adult UU Conference
In my meditation practice, I consciously cultivate keeping
January 15-17, 2016
my heart open and soft each day. I often feel as though The People’s Church will host the 13th annual young
the cares of the world and the breakneck pace of my
adult Con on Martin Luther King Jr. weekend. This condaily life combine to persuade my heart to contract and ference is open to all 18-35 year olds. It is a weekend
close off from all the suffering. There are times I want
filled with fun and fellowship, UU worship and workto stay in bed and keep the covers over my head.
shops, relaxation and spiritual growth , learning and music, and connection. Mark your calendars!
It takes inner strength and courage combined with a
sense of hardiness to stay informed and involved in the
Young Adult Group
world while living each day to the fullest holding both
First and third Tuesdays, 7:00 pm in room L2 at People’s
Church. All those 18-35 years old are invited to gather
the joy and the suffering.
together for meaningful discussions, sharing, activities
and deepening connections. Childcare available upon
It can be hard to remain informed and aware and still
choose to live out our lives as best as we are able every request. Contact group coordinator, Mackenzie Hatfield
day, doing all the good we can. The choice we do have -Johnson, for more information at 269-779-2111 or
is how we respond to the events in the world and in our innerchild777@gmail.com
daily lives. While none of us can single handedly create
THANK YOU!
world peace, what we can do is choose each day to
Special Thanks to the many volunteers who helped make
bring a little more love and gentleness into the world.
last months sleepovers so successful! Thank you Gwen
Every time we choose kindness and compassion we offer Abney-Cunningham, Jana Watson and Heidi Johnson for
some hope and some healing for the pain and suffering in organizing the elementary sleepover—and to all the parour lives as well as in the world. When I feel despair for ents who helped with the meal, activities and clean up!
the world I often follow Wendell Berry’s example and
head out to where the wood drake rests in the grace of And Special Thanks to Karen Friedel for organizing the
teens to create the Haunted House for the elementary
the world where I can gather perspective and strength
sleepover on Friday night and then sleeping over with
to continue living each day with my heart soft and open.
the teens on Saturday night of that same weekend. You
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Director of Religious Education are awesome!
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Events and Activities

Winter Solstice Meditation
Sunday, December 20th
6:00-8:00pm
Event sponsored by Sangha Yoga
Institute of Higher Learning

The Winter Solstice is the shortest day
of sunlight in the Eastern hemisphere.
It marks the returning of the sun and the
transformation of darkness into light.
Many cultures revere the Winter Solstice
as a sacred time to gather for meditation
and ritual. Join Karina Ayn Mirsky of Sangha
Yoga Institute of Higher Learning for
relaxation, chanting and candlelight
ceremony.
Fee for event: $25 (regular price)
$15 (church members)
Register online at www.sanghayoga.com.
___________________
Karina Ayn Mirsky is a
national yoga and meditation
educator. She has been
teaching since 1998. Karina
whole-heartedly believes in
the healing power of group
practice. Learn more about
Karina on her website:
sanghayoga.com.

News & Views

Caroling for People’s Members
Friday, December 18, 5:00p.m.
Please join the choir and this year for the first
time our youth band, Rainbow Oblivion and
youth singers, Roasted Peanuts as we go
Christmas caroling to People's shut-ins on Friday,
December 18th.

We will meet at church at 5 PM to go caroling
and cap off the evening with cookies and hot
chocolate at Friendship Village hosted by Jean
Bright, all ages welcome.
Questions?
Contact David Greenquist at
davidgreenquistmrc@yahoo.com,
Rick Johnson at paywala@aol.com or
Chris Measzros at measzros@yahoo.com.
Hope to see you there!
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Second Sunday Lunch in December
is a POTLUCK,
December 13th, 12:30p.m.
The lunch after the Sunday
service on December 13th
will be a potluck lunch.
Please bring a main dish or
dessert to pass and plan on
staying after the service to
eat.

Lincoln School
Reading Buddy Program

Lincoln Elementary is interested in getting a
reading buddy program going at the school. The
school is in need of 2-3 individuals to come in for
6 weeks and work with students on their reading
during the students’ lunch time. These individuals
would have 2 children assigned to them with the
idea of helping to boost the children’s reading
scores. A goal would be set for students to
reach, and if they reach that goal by the end of 6
weeks, a special lunch and awards would be
provided.
If you’re available and might be interested in
helping with this endeavor, possibly from
11:10am till 12:30pm, please contact Community
in Schools Site Coordinator, Shannon Fuller
(fullersm@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us) or Mary Lewis
(magelewis@aol.com).
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New Adult Education Offering
Transforming Scarcity and Lack
into Sufficiency and Abundance
Have you ever felt that no matter what you do
or how much you have, it is never enough?
Instead of valuing what you are engaged in, you
are thinking of what needs to be done next?
Instead of appreciating all you have, do you
think about you still want? Do you find yourself
focusing on what is not working rather than
what is working? This class gives you some
simple tools to attract prosperity into your life.
You can learn to change your reality by changing
your thoughts. The class is open meaning that
you may attend every class or drop by when
you can.

Facilitator: Faith Curtis
email: faithcurtis1@gmail.com
Dates: Second Mondays of the month starting
December 14th
Time: 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Place: Room 9
Phone: 847-968-2874
Cell: 847-309-8621

Bio Info: Faith is a group facilitator,
motivational speaker and life coach. She is a
Professional Certified Coach with the
International Coach Federation, has her
Master’s in Social Work and is a Certified
Retreat Coach. She has designed and led a
variety of circles, retreats, conferences and
motivational workshops since she started her
coaching business over fourteen years ago.
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Events and Activities

News & Views

The Study Group
Tuesday, December 1, 7:30p.m.

Book Group
Thursday, December 10, 1:30p.m.

The Study Group's next meeting will be on Tuesday
December 1 at 7:30 p.m. , in Room
19 at People's Church. The book we
are discussing is Sapiens: A Brief
History of Humankind, by Yuval
Harari. The book is a historian's
account of how humanity and human
society has developed over the past
100,000 years, and where we as a
species might be headed. All are
welcome to attend. Questions?
Contact Tim Bartik at
bartik@upjohn.org.

In Dubious Battle by John Steinbeck will be the
focus on our December 10
meeting (1:30-3:30). Roger
Loeffler is reviewing. Our
projected host is moving (!) and
new location still in process as of
this newsletter deadline. Call
Marj Lightner (353-1311) or email
Pat Nelson (patnelson@btcbci.com) after December 1st for this information.
Newcomers are always welcome.

http://www.amazon.com/Sapiens-A-Brief-HistoryHumankind/dp/0062316095

The Discussion Group
Saturday, December 5, 10:00a.m.
On December 5, Richard Brewer will lead the discussion
on the topic of "What are you going to do with your
books?" Many of us are more focused on getting rid of
the books we've accumulated vs. acquiring more. What
are the consequences? How's your local bookstore/
book publisher doing?
To get on the mailing list for readings distributed on
advance, email Pat Nelson (patnelson@btc-bci.com).
The Discussion Group meets the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of
each month from 10-12 in Room 6/7. All welcome.

Young Adult Group
First and Third Tuesdays of the Month
7:00-9:00 p.m.
All 18-35-year-olds are invited to enjoy fun, food
and fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the
month at church together. Check out our
Facebook group at: Kalamazoo UU Young
Adults. For more information contact group
coordinator Mackenzie Hatfield-Johnson at
innerchild777@gmail.com.

YRUU Fundraiser
“Shop Without Your Kids”
The YRUU high school youth group is offering
childcare to parents who might want to do
holiday shopping without children.
Childcare will be available at church on:
Saturday, December 12, 1:00-4:00p.m.
Sunday, December 13, 2:00-5:00p.m.
Any donations made will go to support the
high school trip fund. Please contact Karen
Friedel for more details.
Furniture for Sale
Since we will be moving to California we have
furniture we can't take with us and would like to
sell to People’s people like a canopy bed frame,
large leather sofa, bureau, etc. If interested
please call Drue/Phil Kramer at 342-9617.

Foreign Radio Transmissions
Philatelists, I am an amateur radio operator
(ham). We exchange QSL cards with other hams
from around the world by mail. Would anyone
like any foreign stamps that I receive? Let me
know.
—Bob Swicker, KC8NLP, 216-521-4353.
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Tuesday

December 1

Wednesday
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Young Adult Group
Study Group

9:30a.m.
3:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Meet at Church
Kitchen
Room L1
Room 19

December 2

Board Meeting
Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

December 3

Choir Rehearsal

6:45p.m.

Commons

Saturday

December 5

Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Rooms 6 & 7

Sunday

December 6

Youth Band Rehearsal
Sunday Service: Holiday Music Service
Art Wall Reception for Paul Nehring
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multicultural
Committee

9:30p.m.
10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.

Room 9
Commons
Commons
Room L1

Tuesday

December 8

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet at Church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse

Wednesday

December 9

Sunday Service Rehearsal
Kaleidoscope

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Commons
Room 9

Thursday

December 10

Book Group
Membership Committee
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
5:30p.m.
6:45p.m.

TBD
Fieldstone Grill
Commons

Saturday

December 12

Mindfulness Retreat
Holiday Shopping Childcare

9:00a.m.
1-4p.m.

Room 19
Room L2

Sunday

December 13

Youth Band
Bond of Union Signing Ceremony
Intergenerational Sunday Service: “Hershel and
the Hanukkah Goblins”
New Member Recognition During Service
Special Collection for Ministry with Community
Sunday Potluck Lunch
Usher Orientation
Holiday Shopping Childcare

9:30p.m.
10:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Room 19
Commons

12:30p.m.
1:00p.m.
2-5p.m.

Commons
Room 19
Room L2

Monday

December 14

Archives Committee
Deadline for January Newsletter
Facing Life, Facing Death
Green Sanctuary Committee
Transforming Scarcity and Lack into Sufficiency
and Abundance

10:00a.m.
12:00p.m.
12:00p.m.
4:15p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 13
news@peopleschurch.net
Room L1
Room L1
Room 9

Tuesday

December 15

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Religious Education Committee
Young Adult Group
Chalice Circle

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Foyer, Room 1
Room 8 & Kitchen
Room L2
Room 18

Wednesday

December 16

Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

December 17

Choir Rehearsal

6:45p.m.

Commons

Friday

December 18

Newsletter Mailing
Caroling to People’s Members

9:00a.m.
5:00p.m.

Room 8
Meet at Church

The rest of the calendar is on Page 14. The Calendar of Events can be viewed online
at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Day

Date

Saturday

December 19

Sunday

December 20

Event

Time

Place

Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Rooms 6 & 7

Youth Band Rehearsal
Sunday Service: “The Longest Night” Rev. Rachel
Lonberg
Winter Solstice Meditation

9:30a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Commons

6-8p.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

December 22

Building & Grounds Work Group

9:30a.m.

Meet at Church

Thursday

December 24

Christmas Eve Service

6:00p.m.

Commons

Thu-Fri

Dec. 24-Jan 1

OFFICE CLOSED for Holidays

Friday

December 25

Full-Moon Drum Circle

8:00p.m.

Room 9

Sunday

December 27

Boxing Day Service

10:45a.m.

Commons

Tuesday

December 29

Building & Grounds Work Group

9:30a.m.

Meet at Church

People’s Church

