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Sunday Services—10:45 a.m.
October 4 “Why Me?” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
1758 North Tenth St. Why do bad things happen to good people, particularly us? Why is the universe
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 so profoundly unfair sometimes? How might we make sense of this? Rev. Rachel
Phone: 269-375-3262 will delve into how the world's wisdom traditions answer these questions, offer
Fax: 269-375-3270 her best answers, and explore how we might support one another in our
office@peopleschurch.net questioning.
Church Office Hours:
M-Th 9am-4pm
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October 18 “The Answer Is to Question”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
All People’s Church members and friends are invited
to submit questions to Rev. Rachel, who will answer as many
as she can during the time in the service usually set aside
for the sermon. Bring questions about theology and belief,
ethical dilemmas, Unitarian Universalism—or anything else
you want to hear her talk about. Feel free to submit
questions in advance via email (minister@peopleschurch.net)
or leave them in Rachel’s box in the church office. There will
also be an opportunity to submit your questions the day of the service.
October 25 “The End of Religion Is the Beginning” Dr. Brent Smith
The end of religion has been heralded across time and culture since the 1600s,
and now, in the academic study of religion, it can be heard again. But, this
declaration is different and the meanings it has for spiritual communities and
traditions of spiritual expression are critical to understand in the 21st century.
Read More About Dr. Smith on Page 9

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.

Page 2

From the Minister

From the Minister
Dear Ones,
Among my favorite classes in
seminary was on the spiritual
lives and religious journeys
of adults. It was a joint class
between Union Theological
Seminary, my alma mater, and
the Jewish Theological
Seminary, located just across
the street. Two professors of religious education
taught the class. Every week, we read a memoir with
spiritual themes (my favorites included The Color of
Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother
by James McBride, Leaving Church by Barbara Brown
Taylor, and Surprised by God: How I Learned to
Stop Worrying and Love Religion by Danya
Ruttenberg). Our classes consisted mostly of thinking
about how we might serve the authors—or people
with similar paths—should they attend our churches
or synagogues. It was a powerful practice that
changed how all of us thought about adult religious
education.
Learning about people’s spiritual paths is something
I love about being a minister. I think engaging our
religious paths is especially important in Unitarian
Universalism, since so many of us started our lives
in other religious tradition or no religious tradition.
Exploring our faith journeys is the theme of the first
class I’ll be teaching as your minister. Owning Your
Religious Past is a class in which participants explore
their religious journeys and share some of their
insights with their classmates. I will be leading this
class on Tuesdays from October 20 through
November 17 at 6:30pm. We will journal and
draw and tell stories. There will be group sharing and
private exploration. This class is for people who
were raised in other faith traditions or no tradition
as well as people who are lifelong Unitarian
Universalists. I’m looking forward to this chance to
get to know some of you better—and for you to get
to know one another’s stories as well.
See you in church,
Rachel

News & Views

“Owning Your Religious Past”
Tuesdays, October 20 through November 17
6:30 - 8:30p.m.
In this adult religious education class,
taught by Rev. Rachel, participants will
explore their faith journeys through group
sharing, journaling, and a little bit of
drawing. This class is for adults of all ages.
People who grew up in other faith
traditions or no tradition and lifelong
Unitarian Universalists are all invited to
participate. If you have questions or would
like childcare, please contact Rachel
at minister@peopleschurch.net.

All-Church Potluck with Rev. Rachel
Friday, October 23, 6:00-8:30p.m
Everyone is welcome to attend
a shared potluck supper and
facilitated conversation to share
your dreams and desires for
People's Church with our new
minister, Rev. Rachel.
Lisa Presley,
MidAmerica
Transitions
Coordinator, with the UUA
will assist us in creating a
five-year vision for the
church. Children and youth
are welcome to come share
what they love about church
and any new ideas they have
Lisa Presley
for our community. Please
join us Friday, October 23rd, 6-8:30 P.M.
For an evening of fellowship and inspiration for
our future.
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Connections Dinner
Friday, October 16, 6:00p.m.
The Connections Dinner
is an opportunity for
newcomers and longtime
attendees of People’s
Church to get a chance
to meet each other in an
informal atmosphere.

Come and share a
meal at church, meet
someone you don’t
know and make
connections.
RSVP to Anna Shade at anna.shade@gmail.com
or 372-9847 with who in your family will be
attending and how many children you may be
bringing so we can plan for childcare.

Once again we will be selling Higher Grounds fair
trade, organic coffee in the lobby after church at the
best price in town. We have French Roast, Sumatran
Gayo Mountain dark roast and Mexican Maya Vinic
medium roast in both ground and whole bean on a
regular basis for $10 a bag. We also have Decaf
ground and Decaf dark roast whole bean for $11 a
bag. The wonderful thing about Higher Grounds is
that we can order one or two bags of a certain kind
or grind at a time instead of a case so if there is a
grind or a kind that you like, let us know and we'll get
it for you. Chocolate will be available at the end of
October when it is safe to ship it without melting.
Using fair trade, organic products is such an easy way
to live your values. You are helping the farmers to
make a better living without the risk of chemicals and
you are helping the planet. Hope to see you at the
coffee cart in the lobby. And remember that $1 from
each bag goes to the church so we can afford to buy
fair trade, organic coffee for the coffee hour.
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Autumn Adopt-A-Highway
Sunday, October 25, 12:30p.m.

The Green Sanctuary Committee of People’s church
is pleased to announce that we will continue our
stewardship of 10th St. as our Adopt-A-Highway
project. Our Autumn Road Clean-up will take place
on Oct. 25. There
will be a lunch for
volunteers after the
Sunday service and
we’ll head out to
the road at 12:30.
Safety training will
take place during
lunch, and MDOT
safety rules will be
strictly observed.
Reflective vests and
trash bags will be
provided.
Youth 12 and older
are encouraged to
participate, with
parental permission. If we have as many volunteers
as last spring, we’ll be able to clean all the way from
H Ave. to M-43! Please contact Allan Hunt
(hahunt@gmail.com) or Cybelle Shattuck
(scybelle@umich.edu) if you can join us.

Easy Way to Get Involved
at People’s
Looking for an easy way to become more
involved at People’s? Consider signing up to be
an usher or a greeter on
Sunday mornings. You can
sign up on the green kiosk in
the foyer outside the
sanctuary, or sign up at http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ba9ac22a13sunday. Instructions on what ushers and
greeters do can be found on the kiosk and on
the announcements sections of the church’s
website.
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Getting to Know People’s People By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with People's people talking about why they came to People's and why they continue
to participate.
Marti Peters-Sparling and Tim Sparling
Marti Joy Peters-Sparling grew
up in a Dutch Reformed
Church. Her husband Tim
Sparling grew up Catholic and
was an altar boy two years.

The couple came to People’s in
2012 after Tim, a Nurse
Practitioner, cared for a hospice patient who was a
member of People’s.
“The patient taught me an incredible amount about
spirituality and religion,” Tim said.
“We were looking for a church community where
we could feel motivated to grow spiritually but not
be stifled by preset dogmas,” Marti said. “We wanted
a loving and accepting place where we would feel
free to be open and honest about ourselves, and
where our children would learn to be loving, kind
and compassionate toward others.
“I grew up where I was told what to believe and
questions like ‘why’ or ‘what about…’ were
discouraged,” Marti said. “I wanted a church home
where I can ask honest questions and get honest
answers—where the threat of hell isn’t what
motivates people, but rather the promise of love and
understanding.”
They’ve found exactly that.
“We were disappointed that Jill left shortly after we
started coming to People’s,” Marti said, “but we felt
such a great warmth and commitment from the
church members that we knew there was something
special here that came from deep within.”
Tim said, “I’ve found acceptance, love and
understanding, and I continue to come for selfexploration and education for our children. To
develop a spiritual practice one must explore and be
exposed to many ideas. Exploration of spirituality has
enabled me to deepen my understanding of the
world around me.

“People’s is a reprieve for Marti and me from our
careers of dealing with human joy, pain and tragedy,”
Tim said. “Our careers are emotionally taxing, and
we need restoration of the reservoir of our
proverbial joyful gas tank.”
He claims no specific source of true wisdom, but
lately has been focusing on Pema Chodron’s
teaching* about anger and attachment.
Tim was on the Religious Education Committee one
year and this year will be an OWL teacher for
grades 7 and 8. Marti hopes to become more
involved and is joining the Religious Education
Committee this year.
“I think this is a place where I can grow spiritually,”
Marti said.

Tim said, “I would like to see Christian wisdom
infused into services and continue to see balanced
presentations of world religious faiths as sources of
wisdom and to remain non-elitist.
“Also I would love to see People’s Church embrace
alternative energy sources for the building. I believe
if we invested some money in solar and wind, we
could recuperate some energy costs as well as
potentially make some money for the church.”
(Dr. Tim Sparling, 37, is a nurse practitioner, doctor of
nursing practice, and is Survivorship and Palliative Care
Coordinator for Bronson Battle Creek Cancer Care
Center. He plays guitar, is a vegetarian and speaks
Spanish as a second language. Dr. Marti Joy PetersSparling, 40, is a family practice physician. She plays
piano, is an accomplished potter and speaks Spanish and
Japanese. They’ve been married 8 years and have two
children: Oliver, 4, and Keller, 2.)
*Pema Chödrön is a notable American figure in Tibetan
Buddhism. A disciple of Chögyam Trungpa Rinpoche, she
is an ordained nun, author, and acharya, senior teacher
in the Shambhala Buddhist lineage
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Religious
Educations
Notes
Social Justice
Update

Social Justice Coordinating
Committee Update
The excitement of coming together once again is
abating and your Social Justice Coordinating
Committee (SJCC) is eager to renew our primary
charge—to approve and facilitate efforts of social
change and advancement in our community—
some on-going from year to year and other new
justice issues advocated by People's people.
By tradition, our first Special Collection of the
year was for Lincoln School—a partnership of
several years. This year's offering amounted to
$1,155, taken Sunday, September 20. This will be
divided among the teachers to be used to meet
the needs in their classrooms as they determine.
At this time. People's volunteers are working at
Lincoln School mentoring, tutoring and assisting in
classrooms. We are always welcoming additional
participants in this endeavor.
The other Special Collections until the end of the
calendar year are Kairos dwelling, YWCA
Domestic Assault and Ministry in Community.
Anyone may suggest future recipients of a special
collection. The criteria are: must be local, offer
direct service and be non-profit.
Check out the upcoming events in the next
column of this page. SJCC wants to be sure
People’s people are aware of these.
Reminder: Loaves and Fishes barrel is always in
the lower lobby. This month's special need is
SOUPS and STEWS.

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee meets
the second Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. in
the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.
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ISAAC Issues Convention
Thursday, October 1, 7:00p.m.
The annual ISAAC Issues Convention
is rapidly approaching. Join People’s
people at this event as we help have a say in the
important work this influential organization will be
undertaking over the upcoming two years.
Potential issues being voted upon include:
 Education
• Poverty
 Housing
• Racism
 Jobs
• Youth Violence
The convention will take place at Tabernacle
Church of God in Christ (3210 Virginia Ave,
Kalamazoo, MI 49004), and includes skits and
entertainment. Please join us and help make
Kalamazoo County a more productive and just
community!

Vote Yes for Kids!
The SJCC of People's
Church is an endorser of
the Kalamazoo County
Local Housing Assistance
Fund millage which will
appear on the ballot for the
Nov. 3rd, 2015 election.
In Kalamazoo County during the 2014-15 school
year more than 1200 of our school-age children
were homeless. Research shows, and any parent or
grandparent knows, that stable housing is essential
to children's educational achievement, physical
health and emotional development.
A yes vote for the LHAF millage will provide
approximately $800,000 annually for six years
(renewable) toward stable, secure housing for
school age children and their families who are
homeless. The millage will provide rapid re-housing
and support services. The Kalamazoo County
Public Housing Commission will distribute the
funds to local housing nonprofits through a
competitive bidding process. By reducing the stress
and trauma of homelessness for children, we can
significantly improve their chances of healthy life
outcomes. Please see the website
www.voteyesforkids.net for more information.
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Race Matters

RACE MATTERS
By Jeanne Leadley
In February of this year
I participated in both the one-day
and the two-and-a-half-day
ERAC/CE training. It was a
powerful experience that I am
still trying to sort out and apply
in my life. Before the training,
I felt that I was pretty informed
and aware of racism and that
I certainly was opposed to
racism. I grew up in Detroit during the civil rights
movement and always believed that everyone
should have equal rights and be able to live, learn,
work and play wherever they wished. I felt that
if each individual eliminated prejudice and treated
everyone with respect, then racism would
disappear.
While participating in the workshops I found that
racism is not just individual prejudice but is the
result of prejudice combined with misuse of power
by systems and institutions. That was a revelation.
Another powerful exercise was the Wall of
History. As this wall was developed you could
truly see the prolonged, systemic, institutionalized
racism that is in our society today. The exercises
and presentations helped me to become aware
of this with a terrific atmosphere of respect
and dignity for all.
In the months since I participated in the training,
I feel that I have been able to identify privilege and
racism more than I was prior to the training.
I remember watching a TV show right after the
training. It was full of stereotypes and privilege,
even though it was not overtly racist, and I just
watched with completely new eyes. There was so
much that I would never have noticed before.
I also feel that I would like to learn more,
especially what I can do as an individual and as a
member of People’s, my larger community and
the world. There is so much that needs to change
that it is difficult to know how or where to begin.

News & Views

Save the Date!
ERAC/CE Participants Gathering
Sunday, January 17, 2016, 12:30p.m.

The Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression MultiCultural (ARAOMC) Committee is sponsoring
a gathering of all People's members and friends
who have attended the ERACCE 2 1/2 Day
workshop on systemic racism. This event will
be held on Sunday, January 17 at 12:30
after the service. This is a chance for
conversation and exploration of how this
training has impacted you, how you are
bringing the learning into your ongoing thinking
and decisions—in all realms of your life—but
in particular as a participant in the People's
Church community. We hope to provide an
environment of mutual support, crossfertilization and development of ideas—so
bring your stories and questions for sharing.
We look forward to your participation in this
event, which will be the first in an ongoing set
of dialogues over the years. See you there!

Attend an Anti-Racism Workshop
The ARAOMC Committee still has funds from
the Kalamazoo Community Foundation grant
to send People’s people to a 2.5 day
“Understanding and Analyzing Systemic Racism
workshop. The next opportunity to attend will
be December 3-5. All workshops are held
from Thurs. 6-9:30pm, Fri. 8:30am-6pm,
& Sat. 8:30am-5pm. Full participation is
important as each part builds on the previous
ones. Lunch and snacks are provided.
LOCATION: KRESA West Campus, 4606
Croyden Ave. Kalamazoo Township, MI 49006.
Please contact Nadine Godin-Nassaney at
ngnassaney@gmail.com or 269-491-1118 if you
are interested in attending.
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October Musings
What a glorious start to the new church year. It is with
great joy that we gather in community all together once
again each week. We come together for many reasons.
Whether we come to gather inspiration, seek comfort,
celebrate our joys, share our sorrows, enjoy fellowship,
receive spiritual nourishment, eat and sing together or
savor the company of all ages, we each get something
different from our shared time together on Sundays.
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Stay in the loop, check out our new Facebook
group: People’s Church Religious Education Parents.

Upcoming Activities for Children and Youth
Opportunities abound for fun and fellowship!

Oct. 3-4 - 7/8th Grade OWL Sleepover
Oct. 11 - Youth Group for 9-12th grades 2:00-4:00 pm
Oct. 9-11 - 6-8th Grade Mystic Lake Retreat
Oct. 9-11 - 9-12th Grade Chaplaincy Training
Oct. 11 - Child Dedication in Sunday Service
Oct. 23-25 - 9-12th grade Contagious Fall Con
Oct. 30 - Elementary Sleepover for 1st-6th graders
Check out our website at peopleschurch.net for details.

It is the diversity of the people that makes this community so rich. I love that we are open to a variety of theological perspectives and beliefs. As a Welcoming congregation we are open to a spectrum of gender and sexChild Dedication Ceremony - Oct. 11, 2015
If you are interested in having your baby or child dediual identities. As a Green Sanctuary congregation, we
work to minimize our ecological footprint on the earth. cated in the Unitarian Universalist tradition, here is an
opportunity.
As a congregation that makes social justice a priority, we
In this ceremony, we announce the name of each child
work together to create a more just world which into this community, and thereby declare that each child is
cludes overturning systemic racism by examining our
own biases as well as those inherent in our structures at an individual, a unique and separate person, with a dignity and life of his or her own. Our wish is that these chilchurch and in our society at large.
dren will become truly authentic selves, full of purpose,
free, and self-possessed. It is our hope that the best of
People’s Church is a place where diverse people come
together for many reasons. At the heart of it for me is us will live on in our children, that they will carry on our
the opportunity People’s provides to learn, grow and be strivings for peace and human kindness and beauty to all
challenged. When I start getting too comfortable in my whom they may encounter in the world.
worldview or perspectives, I often hear a different view This dedication ceremony asks the church community to
or idea that helps to keep my heart and mind open.
help in the raising of these children to provide love and
support to help them reach their full potential. A rose
I often have opportunities to work on being the best
dipped in water is used to dedicate their thoughts,
version of my highest self. Instead of taking the easy
words and deeds to the long standing UU heritage of
path of pettiness when frustrated, I feel supported in
beauty, truth and goodness. Each child is then welbeing authentic and speaking my truth to remain in right comed in the community of all souls, with the hope that
relations with those around me. There are so many
their lives will be of love and service.
places in life where this is not true.
Please let Diane Melvin know if you would like your
I am grateful for this amazing community of people who child(ren) to participate in this ceremony at 375-3262 or
come from different walks of life yet despite our many
re@peopleschurch.net.
differences, are willing and able to be open and understanding and seek common ground as we work together
to live in right relations with ourselves, each other and
the earth. It is a gift much needed in the world.
It is an honor and a blessing to serve this
congregation.
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director
9-12th grade RE class
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Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar

News & Views

The Bazaar Is Coming Soon—Join in the Preparations!
section is very popular! For suggestions, contact
frozen foods coordinator Mary Tift at
martift@att.net. Breads sell well—sour dough, bagels,
English muffins, Irish soda bread, multi-grain, gluten
free and your favorites. Bread Coordinator
needed. Contact marthabeverly@gmail.com

Saturday, November 21st from 9:00 to 3:00 will be
the 14th Annual People’s Church Fine Arts Sale &
Holiday Bazaar! Our church will be transformed
into a festive venue with more than 30 local artists
selling their beautiful work, while we sell our
trademark pasties and other People’s specialties,
serve up savory fare from the People’s Café and
warm fellowship. Over 700 people are expected to
cross our threshold that day for unique holiday
shopping!

Sign-up at the Bazaar table in the foyer by the
entrance to the Commons or on the website for
upcoming work groups and volunteer roles. All
members and friends are needed to make this a
successful FUNd-raising event. Please promote the
event with friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and
your networks and invite them to meet you here!
Pasty Making: This is our priority activity for
October—making 700 pasties! Sign up for a shift on
October 2-3; 9-10; 16-17; 23-24; or 30-31. Come
meet new people and join the pasty fellowship fun –
no prior experience needed. Friday shifts are
chopping and prep in the afternoon, assembly and
baking shifts are Saturday mornings, and cooling and
wrapping shifts are early Saturday afternoons.
Questions? Contact: Bob Friedel at 806-6560
Peoples Specialties: The foyer will be filled with
our contributed homemade food and craft specialties.
Sign up to contribute cookies, candies, breads, pies,
frozen entrées, jams, or your specialty handmade
craft or artisan items. For suggestions and recipes of
popular items contact Martha Beverly at
marthabeverly@gmail.com. Our frozen entrees/soups

White Elephant Sale: LOTS of nice items
needed— kids’ toys and books, baby and toddler
equipment, jewelry, housewares, decorative and
holiday items (no clothing, furniture, or ski
equipment). Clean and set aside now to drop off in
the week before the Bazaar (details in November
newsletter). Sign up to help sort, arrange and price
items that week or for a sales shift at the bazaar.
White Elephant Co-Chair needed. Contact: Kay
Spade jkspade@charter.net
People’s Café: Our popular “café” is open during
the Bazaar, for coffee, scones and sweet breads in the
morning, to a delectable array of soups, sandwiches
and pasties for lunch, and desserts, fruits and
beverages in the afternoon. We need cooks, servers,
dishwashers, cashiers, all day. Shift managers
needed. Contact: Deb Wickman at
deb.wickman@gmail.com
Cashiers and Talliers: We need people who can do
arithmetic accurately and transactions quickly under
pressure! We need to track our vendors’ sales
carefully, so you’ll need to enter data while you smile
and act calm and welcoming to the customers in line!
Calculators and tax tables provided. To learn more,
contact Megan Reynolds at megrey@yahoo.com.
Greeters: We need a capable crew of energetic and
helpful greeters to welcome people, orient them
quickly to our preplanned route to the cashier lines,
and diplomatically help prevent loss with our basket
use and package storage. Contact: Rochelle Habeck at
habeck@chartermi.net
Setup: A few strong people are needed to help the
Buildings & Grounds Committee on Tuesday morning
before the Bazaar to move chairs, furniture, clean and
set up tables. Contact: Rochelle Habeck at
habeck@chartermi.net
Continued on next page...
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Fine Art Sale & Bazaar...continued from Page 8

Shuttle Drivers: Plan to arrive a little early and
park your car up the street at Centerpoint Church
and ride our church van to shuttle to and from and
make more room for our customers. Safe, reliable
drivers are needed. Contact: Gary Leadley at
garyleadley@gmail.com
Clean Up: All hands on deck and 3 trucks needed
at 3:00 to clean and reset church for Sunday.
Contact: Gary Leadley at garyleadley@gmail.com

$MONEY MATTER$
Last month, I reported on People’s Church
financial outcome for 2014-15. Most of you are
probably aware that we had a difficult year. We
had an operating deficit of $9,382, after we took
more than $37,000 out of the Palmer
Unrestricted Fund (Church savings account) for
special, one-time expenditures relating to the
Interim Minister and the Ministerial Search
Committee.

Our Stewardship Drive also came up short, and
the result was a congregational decision to cut
discretionary budget items by 25% across the
board, and impose a wage and salary freeze. Our
support for the UUA and the MidAmerica Region
were cut by 50%! Now we have to live within this
budget. This means we all must pay more careful
attention to church expenditures and complete
full payment of our pledges for 2015-16.
In addition, we will be renegotiating our building
expansion loan this fall At the current time, we
owe $630,747 and are paying $2,715 per month
interest. The Board of Trustees has appointed a
Renegotiation Committee consisting of Tim
Bartik, Michelle Clark and Allan Hunt. This will be
completed by mid-November. Please contact
Database Manager Dana Kubinski (269-375-3262),
Assistant Treasurer Barb Davis (269-327-5894),
or Treasurer Allan Hunt (269-372-2033) if you
have any questions about financial matters.
—Allan Hunt, Treasurer
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Information on our October 25th Speaker
Dr. Brent A. Smith was born
and raised in Richmond,
Indiana, graduated from
Hanover College with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
literature from Hanover
College in 1976, from the
Divinity School of the
University of Chicago with a
Masters of Arts degree in 1983, and with a
Doctor of Ministry degree from Meadville/
Lombard Theological School in 1984. Dr. Smith
was ordained and began serving his first UU
congregation in Milwaukee in 1983, and has
served congregations in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and
Grand Rapids, Michigan. He re-launched the
periodical, “The UU Voice,” was a writer, producer,
and on-screen talent for Faith in the Free Church for
the Faith and Values Network, wrote the ROOTS

curricula for new members, the BRANCHES
small group program, and was one of the
founders of the Conference of the Free Church,
which introduced the concept of “Covenant”
back into the UU lexicon in the 1990’s. In August
2010 he accepted an invitation to join the faculty
of Grand Valley State University where he
teaches in the newly formed Religious Studies
program. Dr. Smith lives in Grand Rapids with
his wife Pat, the Deputy University Counsel at
GVSU.

Missing Print
A Japanese print in a picture frame that was
purchased at the Service Auction has gone
missing from church’s volunteer office.
If anyone knows of its whereabouts, please
contact Christina Cusumano at (269) 978-1900
or xinacusumano@gmail.com.
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Events and Activities

Young Adult Group
Tuesdays, October 6th and 20th
7:00-9:00 p.m.
All 18-35 year olds are invited to enjoy fun, food
and fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the
month at church together. Check out our
Facebook group at: Kalamazoo UU Young
Adults. For more information contact group
coordinator Mackenzie Hatfield-Johnson at
269-779-2111 or innerchild777@gmail.com.

The Discussion Group—Sat., Oct. 3
The topic for the next Discussion Group meeting is

"Conflict within the Catholic church! The new
liberal Pope versus the conservative old church."
Questions to consider include:
• Will this effect ex-Catholics and/or the rest of us?
• If so, how?
Ex-Catholics among us would be especially
welcome to the discussion.

News & Views

Book Group
Thursday, October 8, 1:30p.m.
Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven
Galloway will be the focus of our
next meeting. Barb McCrea will
be hosting and reviewing. The
book is based on the true story
of a cellist living in Sarajevo during
this Bosnian city's 4-year
bombardment during the 1990s
who put himself in considerable
danger playing his cello in the street to honor
the victims of a city market bombing. Barb
knows this area of the world; she lived for some
time in Zagreb, Croatia.
The book club meets the 2nd Thursday of each
month, 1:30-3:30. Copies of this church year's
schedule are available in the church foyer.
November through May meetings will be at the
downtown high-rise, party room (courtesy of
Donna Grath), which is handicapped-accessible.
Come join us!

The discussion group meets 1st & 3rd Saturdays
from 10am - 12pm in Room 6/7 at church.
Newcomers are always welcome.
If you would like to get on the email list for any
readings circulated in advance, contact Pat Nelson
(patnelson@btc-bci.com).

Kaleidoscope
Wednesday, October 28, 6:30p.m.
Kaleidoscope is a group open to all adults and that
focuses on spiritual development and personal
awakening. Dyrk Hamilton facilitates the group
which draws heavily from the teachings of Eckhart
Tolle. We will just plan on the one meeting this
month in Room 9, before returning to our weekly
schedule. Contact Dyrk Hamilton [Mobile: (859)
582-0288, Email: dyrklain@gmail.com] for more
details.

Raising Kalamazoo County, a local coalition of
partners and service providers, cordially invites
you to the premiere screening of The Raising of
America on Tuesday, October 20th from
6:30-8:00 pm at Chenery Auditorium. This
important film seeks to reframe the way we look
at early health and development and presents a
compelling argument—that investing in the wellbeing of our youngest children (and the people
who raise and care for them) has a huge return
on investment for our society.
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Religious
Notes
EventsEducations
and Activities

The Study Group
Wednesday, October 21, 7:30p.m.
The Study Group's next discussion will focus on
Ralph Waldo Emerson. We will be discussing "The
Divinity School Address," and
any other Emerson essay on
religious/spiritual/
philosophical topics that each
individual participant chooses
(e.g., essays such as "Nature,"
"The Over-Soul"). Many of
these readings are available
for free online. A nice
selection of such Emerson
essays can be found in "The
Spiritual Emerson" (one of several books with that
title, but this one is edited by David Robinson), for
which reasonably priced used copies are readily
available. http://www.amazon.com/SpiritualEmerson-Essential-Writings-Ralph/dp/0807077194/
ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1442950030&sr=82&keywords=spiritual+emerson. Our discussion
question: is Emerson's approach to religion still
relevant to how we live our lives today? New
participants are always welcome! Our next
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 21
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 19 at the church. For more
information, please contact Tim Bartik at 269-8061904, or bartik@upjohn.org.

Friday Sing-Along, Oct. 9, 7:00 p.m.
Do you like to sing familiar songs? About a dozen
People’s people get
together every couple of
months to do just
that. Our next Sing-Along
will be Friday, October
9th in Room 19 at
7:00pm. Words are
projected up on the wall,
which makes them easy to
read. Bring an instrument
or just your voice. Come
at 6p.m. with your dinner
if you’d like to eat with the group. See you there!
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UUA Common Read 2015-2016:
Just Mercy
The UUA's 2015-2016 Common Read
is Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
Redemption. Author Bryan Stevenson
advocates for those wrongfully trapped
by the U.S. criminal justice system,
including poor people, people of color,
women, and children. The book speaks
to justice, mercy, and compassion, timeless and
important concerns for people of faith.
A discussion guide for the book will be released in
October. Order now from the UUA Bookstore.
For more information, visit the UUA website.

Mindfulness Meditation Silent Retreat
Saturday, October 10, 9:00a.m.
Come join us in mutual support for a time of
silence. We will gather from 9am until noon in
Room 19 for a time that includes
silent sitting meditation, walking
meditation, and perhaps a few
other practices. If you are new to
meditation, a 3-hour block of
practice can be challenging. If you
are a beginner, have questions
about whether this would be
appropriate for you, or would like to get some
quick-start instructions, please contact Carolyn
Heineman (375-0686) to arrange a time to talk.
There is no fee for these retreats, and no preregistration is required.
What to bring:
(1) your own meditation cushion if you wish; there
are a few available to borrow in the space;
(2) a folded blanket (or two) can serve as an
alternative meditation cushion;
(3) a yoga mat or other item to lie down on in
the event we do a lying-down practice; there are
about 7 mats available in the space;
(4) wear layered clothing during cool weather,
and bring a jacket, as your walking meditation
can be done outside if you wish.
Straight-back chairs and back-jacks are available
in the space.
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The Wider Community

Thank You from the Fowlers
Nita Fowler and the family of Dick—who is in
residence at Rose Arbor Hospice, so appreciate all of
the cards, notes, flowers, and visits from friends at
People’s Church, and frequent visits from Rev.
Rachel. They want to thank everyone of their
concern and kindness.

Carol Johnson in
Concert
October 16, 2015
7:00 – 8:30 PM
Unity of Grand Rapids
1711 Walker, NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
616-453-9909
Carol is a beloved icon in the Michigan folk scene,
especially among kids and families, with three
generations singing and passing her delightful songs
along to places far flung throughout the world.
Members of Unity and other spiritual centers
appreciate her heartfelt, uplifting contributions to
their music programs. Composing something
specific for the topic of a service is a labor of love
that she finds compelling and deeply rewarding.
Love Offering (Suggested $10)
15 yrs and under, FREE
All proceeds go to the Vision Project.
Day

Date

Thursday

October 1

Friday

News & Views

Eboo Patel Lecture
Date: Thursday, October 8, 2015 8:00 PM 9:30 PM
Location: Kirkhof Center » RM 2250
GRAND RIVER ROOM
Eboo Patel is a leading voice in the movement for
interfaith cooperation and the Founder and
President of Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC), a
national nonprofit working to make interfaith
cooperation a social norm.
He is the author of Acts of
Faith, Sacred Ground and
the forthcoming Interfaith
Leadership. Named by US
News & World Report as
one of America’s Best
Leaders of 2009, Eboo
served on President
Obama’s Inaugural Faith
Council. He is a regular
contributor to the public conversation around
religion in America and a frequent speaker on the
topic of religious pluralism. He holds a doctorate
in the sociology of religion from Oxford
University, where he studied on a Rhodes
scholarship. For over fifteen years, Eboo has
worked with governments, social sector
organizations, and college and university
campuses to help realize a future where religion is
a bridge of cooperation rather than a barrier of
division.
Go to http://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/ to find out
more about this event.

Event

Time

Place

Choir Rehearsal
ISAAC Issues Convention

7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Commons
Tabernacle Church of God in
Christ

October 2

Pasty-Making (Preparation and Chopping)

1:00-4:00p.m.

Kitchen

Saturday

October 3

The Discussion Group
Pasty-Making (Assembly and Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling and Wrapping)
7th/8th Grade OWL Sleepover

10:00a.m.
8:00am-2:00pm
2:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Rooms 6 & 7
Kitchen
Kitchen
Meet at Church

Sunday

October 4

Sunday Service: “Why Me?” Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
Committee

10:45a.m.
12:30p.m.

Commons
Room L1
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Tuesday

October 6

Wednesday
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Young Adult Group

9:30a.m.
3:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Kitchen
Room L2

October 7

Board Meeting

6:30p.m.

Room L1

Thursday

October 8

Book Group
Membership Committee
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
5:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Donna Grath’s Home
Room L1
Commons

Friday

October 9

Pasty-Making (Preparation and Chopping)
Pre-Singing Dinner (Bring Your Own Food)
Friday Sing-Along

1:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Kitchen
Room 19
Room 19

Saturday

October 10

Mindfulness Meditation Silent Retreat
Pasty-Making (Assembly and Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling and Wrapping)

9:00a.m.
8:00am-2:00pm
2:00-4:00p.m.

Room 19
Kitchen
Kitchen

Sunday

October 11

Sunday Service: “Other People’s Children”
Child Dedication During the Service
Sunday Lunch hosted by the Social Justice
Coordinating Committee
High School Youth Group

10:45a.m.

Commons

12:15p.m.

Commons

2:00p.m.

Room L2

Monday

October 12

Archives Committee
Facing Life, Facing Death

10:00a.m.
12:00p.m.

Room 13
Room L1

Tuesday

October 13

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Meet at Church
Parkview Hills Clubhouse

Thursday

October 15

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Friday

October 16

Pasty-Making (Preparation and Chopping)
Connections Dinner

1:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Kitchen
Room 19

Saturday

October 17

The Discussion Group
Pasty-Making (Assembly and Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling and Wrapping)

10:00a.m.
8:00am-2:00pm
2:00-4:00p.m.

Rooms 6 & 7
Kitchen
Kitchen

Sunday

October 18

Sunday Service: “The Answer Is to Question”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Music Committee

10:45a.m.

Commons

12:15p.m.

Room 18

Monday

October 19

November Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

October 20

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Owning Your Religious Past
Film Screening: “The Raising of America”
Young Adult Group
Chalice Circle

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Foyer, Room 1
Room 19
Chenery Auditorium
Room L2
Room 18

Thursday

October 22

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Friday

October 23

Newsletter Mailing
Staff Gathering with Rev. Lisa Presley
Pasty-Making (Preparation and Chopping)
All-Church Potluck with Rev. Lisa Presley

9:00a.m.
10:00a.m.
1:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Room 8
Room 19
Kitchen
Commons

Saturday

October 24

Board Retreat with Rev. Lisa Presley
Pasty-Making (Assembly and Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling and Wrapping)

9:00a.m.
8:00am-2:00pm
2:00-4:00p.m.

Room L1
Kitchen
Kitchen

The rest of the calendar is on Page 14. Check out our Calendar of Events online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/
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Day

Date

Sunday

October 25

Event

Time

Place

Sunday Service: “The End of Religion is the
Beginning” Dr. Brent Smith
Art Wall Reception for Todd Beck
Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup

10:45a.m.

Commons

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.

Commons
North 10th Street

Tuesday

October 27

Building & Grounds Work Group
Owning Your Religious Past
Religious Education Committee
Full-Moon Drum Circle

9:30a.m.
6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.
8:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Room 19
Room 8
Fire Pit (or Room 9)

Wednesday

October 28

Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

October 29

Energy Efficiency Workshop Sponsored by the
Green Sanctuary Committee
Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Room 19

7:00p.m.

Commons

Friday

October 30

Pasty-Making (Preparation and Chopping)
Elementary Sleepover

1:00-4:00p.m.
6:00p.m.

Kitchen
Meet at Church

Saturday

October 31

Pasty-Making (Assembly and Baking)
Pasty-Making (Cooling and Wrapping)

8:00am-2:00pm
2:00-4:00p.m.

Kitchen
Kitchen

