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“Truth and Honesty”

Dyrk Hamilton

Being honest doesn’t always mean telling the truth. What makes the difference? Dyrk
Hamilton will explain using creative illustrations that compare factual reality, personal
perceptions and authentic alignment of values.

July 12

“Religious Principles and Economic Life”

Tim Bartik

UU principles, and indeed the common principles of most religions and philosophies
of life, seem increasingly to be in tension with the self-centered behavior demanded
in an ever-more hyper-competitive economy. How should we best resolve this tension?
How can we both live in right relations, and yet achieve what is needed in individual
and collective economic success? Tim Bartik will help us explore these very relevant
questions.

July 19

“Why Walk a Labyrinth?”

Jane Vernon

Labyrinth walking is an ancient practice used by many different faiths for spiritual
centering, contemplation and prayer. Guest speaker, Jane Vernon, will guide us through
the ways of the labyrinth. We will then experience this meditative practice by walking
our own labyrinth at People’s Church. Finger labyrinths will be available for anyone
needing or preferring to stay indoors or seated.

July 26

“The Art of Grief”

Gay Walker

We all experience loss and grief during our lives. Gay Walker will share slides of her art
therapy works made though grieving the loss of her parents. The congregation will then
be invited to share in meaningful rituals, stories and ways to memorialize.
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The following is a letter from the UUA.
Dear Connie and members and friends of People’s Church,
It is my deep pleasure to tell you that your congregation has achieved Accreditation as a
Green Sanctuary. Congratulations! Getting to this place requires so much dedication,
skill and care which seem to abound in your community.
Reading your application was inspiring. You describe many projects that are creative,
involve a broad cross-section of your community, go deep, and reach out into the
greater community. Your nature trail and outdoor labyrinth that invite people of all ages
is a lovely and telling aspect of who you are. It seems your efforts have helped
environmental justice and sustainability to become part of what you do from worship to
education, summer camp and justice work.
This letter is continued on the next page.

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Green Sanctuary...continued from page 1

We understand that your efforts to encourage
ISAAC to take on environmental justice have
not resolved the way you hoped, but that you
will try again. In the meantime, the review team
felt strongly that you have powerfully combined
anti-oppression training and work with multiple
community partners. Your efforts to partner
with vulnerable communities in multiple
settings, from the neighborhoods of Detroit to
the Upper Peninsula and on the banks of the
PCB-infested river, set you on a trajectory for
real environmental justice.
Please take time to celebrate your good work.
This is the work of many lifetimes and can be so
overwhelming. It is important to renew, ground
our selves in our UU faith, in beauty and
community – but your application reflects that
you likely already know that.

DeForest Raymond Patrick
Lonberg was born at
3:15am on June 21st, which
was both Father's Day and
the summer solstice. 7 lbs.
5 oz. and 20 in. long. Mother and baby are doing great.

New Officers Elected to Board
The board met on Wednesday, June 3 for its final
meeting of the church year. Darryl Loiacano, Sally
Padley, and Christina Cusumano finished their
terms, and new officers were elected.

With gratitude for all you have done and will
continue to do and

For All Earth,
Rev. Karen Brammer
UUA Green Sanctuary Program Manager

Megan Reynolds and
Ben Jones will serve as
Co-Presidents.
Mark Gernsback was
elected Vice-President.
Mary Kate Webster
was re-elected as
Secretary.

$MONEY MATTER$
As of the first of June, we are running about $28,000 behind (or 10%) in pledge income for the year,
with just one month to go. Statements of pledge balances were sent out in June to give everyone a
chance to finish their pledge before the end of the fiscal year on June 30. If you will not be able to
finish your pledge, or if you have other questions, please contact Database Manager Dana Kubinski
(269-375-3262), Assistant Treasurer Barb Davis (269-327-5894), or Treasurer Allan Hunt (269-3722033) to discuss your situation.
We are doing better on Keep Feeding Our Flame three-year capital pledges. We have received over
$160,000 or 36% on those pledges as of early June. The current balance on our loan is $630,747.
Our goal is to have this reduced to $600,000 by June 30. Any payments dated before June 30 will be
applied against this goal. The maturity date on our original 5-year loan is November 14, 2015, so we
will be renegotiating the note this fall and our payment record will be an important part of this
discussion.
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The Ministerial Search Committee
Is Officially Discharged
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of People's Church,
I would like to thank all the members of the Ministerial
Search Committee. These people ...
• Zoë Valette
• Marj Lightner
• Jeme Baker
• Rochelle Habeck-Hunt
• Don Miller
• Rick Johnson

... have accomplished a tremendous amount in just a few
short months. The fruit of their efforts is the calling of
Rachel Lonberg to be our new settled minister beginning
in August.
So, what now? With its goal accomplished, the Ministerial
Search Committee is officially discharged. That means no
more late-night meetings; no more lengthy reports; and
no more prying questions from anxious congregants.
Committee members—you are hereby relieved.
And we are all relieved as well. Because of all your labors,
we get to enjoy the start of an exciting new phase in the
life of People's Church.
Thank you.
Ben Jones, Co-President of the Board of Trustees
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Summer Service
Format
Summer Sunday services at People’s
Church are shorter and more
informal than the rest of the year.
Each service is planned and led by
members of the Sunday Services
Committee with help from the
Music Committee, Audio/Visual
Team and other members or guests.
Our community practice at People’s
Church is to foster religious learning
and growth for all who come. The
summer service aims at this by
presenting information on a
particular topic and then inviting
participation
from those in
attendance.
The goal is to
discuss
beyond our
“thoughts”
about the
subject and
share what
we have “experienced” to be true.
In this practice, deep listening is as
important as honest sharing.
If you are new to People’s Church,
please know that you are welcome
to participate as much or as little as
you feel comfortable. In other
words, you are welcome to actively
speak and share your own insights
and experiences or you may simply
listen. We hope that all who join
here will take a few minutes to
introduce themselves to others
following the services.
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News & Views

Getting to Know People’s People By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why he came to People's and why he continues
to participate.
Bill Ginn
Bill Ginn was raised
Catholic in the Detroit
area. The oldest of eight
children, he went to
Catholic Schools and
learned to play guitar for
Sunday Mass.
“When I was 18, a pretty
girl invited me to a home
Bible study,” Bill said.
“Reading the Bible was not something Catholics
did back then.” It led to attending other
Christian churches. Bill eventually returned to
the Catholic Church where he again played
guitar.
Years later, after meeting and marrying
Kimberly, Bill and she attended a Catholic
Church for a couple years.
“But Kimberly didn’t care for it,” Bill said. “So
we began attending—and soon joined—a UU
church in Berrien County. That congregation
sent us to a week of leadership school in Beloit,
Wisconsin.”
The Berrien UU church had a practice where
after each service they pulled the chairs into a
circle and each attendee shared thoughts about
the sermon.
“This was similar to the Chalice Circles we have
at People’s,” Bill said. “I appreciate the time it
allows me to put my thoughts together on a
topic and to express them without interruption.”

When Bill and Kimberly moved from Niles to
Kalamazoo, they were looking for another UU
church and found People’s.

Since then Bill sometimes has played the guitar
for church services, played music at the bazaars,
has been on the music committee, the finance
committee and the Board. He also has been a
part of a Chalice Circle and has attended
camping trips in South Haven. Now single, he
participates in Friday evening sing-alongs, sings in
the choir and occasionally plays the guitar for
services.
Bill said he appreciates the work Director of
Religious Education Diane Melvin and the
volunteer teachers have done toward the
development of their daughter, Juli, who
recently joined People’s as a member on her
own.
“Juli is awesome because you folks are
awesome,” Bill said. “This is an excellent village
in which to raise a child.”

(Bill, 60, is an accountant for the Defense Logistics
Agency in Battle Creek, Daughter Juli, 17 is a junior
in high school. )
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RACE MATTERS
Grant for Anti-Racism Training
The Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
(ARAOMC) Committee still has funds from the
Kalamazoo Community Foundation grant to send
People’s people to a 2 1/2 day “Understanding
and Analyzing Systemic Racism” workshop. The
dates are September 24-26 and December 35. All workshops are held from Thurs. 6-9:30pm,
Fri. 8:30am-6pm, & Sat. 8:30am-5pm. Full
participation is important as each part builds on
the previous ones. Lunch and snacks are
provided. Please contact Nadine Godin-Nassaney
at ngnassaney@gmail.com if you are interested in
attending.

Library Books about Racism
The ARAOMC Committee is purchasing three
books to contribute to the church library. Here
is some information about each of them and the
authors:
Privilege, Power and Difference
by Allan G. Johnson
This brief book is a groundbreaking tool to
examine systems of privilege and difference in our
society. Johnson links theory
with engaging examples in ways
that enable readers to see the
underlying nature and
consequences of privilege and
their connection to it. This
book has been used to shed
light on issues of power and
privilege. Allan Johnson has
worked on issues of social inequality since
receiving his Ph.D. in sociology from the
University of Michigan in 1972.

Overcoming Our Racism: The Journey to
Liberation by Derald Wing Sue
This book by Derald Wing Sue, a highlyregarded academic and author, helps readers
understand and combat racism in themselves.
It defines racism not only as
extreme acts of hatred, but
as "any attitude, action or
institutional structure or
social policy that
subordinates a person or
group because of their
color." This landmark work
offers an antidote to this
pervasive social problem. It
1) shows how each of us has a role in the
oppression of others, and what we can do
about it, and 2) offers a way to overcome
racism on a very intimate level.
Waking up White by Debby Irving
For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed
inexplicable racial tensions in her personal and
professional relationships. As a colleague and
neighbor, she worried about offending people
she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts
administrator, she didn't
understand why her diversity
efforts lacked traction. As a
teacher, she found her best
efforts to reach out to
students and families of
color left her wondering
what she was missing. Then,
in 2009, one "aha!" moment
launched an adventure of
discovery and insight that drastically shifted her
worldview and upended her life plan. In
Waking Up White, Irving tells her often cringeworthy story with such openness that readers
will turn every page rooting for her—and
ultimately for all of us.
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Summer Religious Education Program
10:00 - 11:00AM
Nursery care provided

OWL Facilitator Training

Our summer Sunday RE program continues with kids’
activities from 10:00 to 11:00 am. (Our nursery is
available for younger children.) Led by Mackenzie
HatfieldJohnson and
Mary Kate
Webster, we
are reading
The Day the
Crayons Quit
by Drew
Daywalt. Join
us for making
wish dolls, playing parachute games, planting flowers,
and learning how to live our Seven UU Principles.

Training will be offered to for all ages of Our
Whole Lives Sexuality Education classes Kindergarten through Adult.

Church Seeking
Event Management Team
People's Church is looking for people
interested in helping to open the
building, greet guests, and set up
microphones for rental events such as
weddings, memorial services, and
rentals. This would be paid work. If you have an
interest, please email office administrator Chris
Schleuder at office@peopleschurch.net.

Book Club—Thursday, July 9,
1:30p.m.
The book club will continue to meet on the 2ndThursday of each month, 1:30-3:30; this year including
summer months.
Hannah Coulter by Wendell Berry will be the focus of
our July 9 meeting. We'll be at Lois & Roger Loeffler's
home, and Donna Grath will review.
Newcomers always welcome!

August 21-23, 2015
UU Fellowship of Elkhart, IN

Let Diane Melvin know ASAP if you are
interested in being trained to be on an OWL
facilitation team. She would especially like to
identify a man between 18 and 35 years old
interested in facilitating the Young Adult
OWL class with a team.

Friday Night Sing-Along—July 10th
If you like to sing or if you would just like to talk
and share a meal with people's people please join
us for the next quarterly Friday Night Sing Along
on July 10th. We will gather at 6:00 pm for dinner,
and start singing at 7:00 pm lead by Bill Ginn,
Darryl Loiacano, and Bryan Klinesteker. We
usually are done singing by 9:00 pm. If you have
any questions at all before hand please contact
either Bill Ginn, (billginn@sbcglobal.net) or
Andrea Huff (willowmena20@gmail.com).

People’s Camping Trip 2015
Van Buren State Park, near South Haven, is the
meeting place for our annual
People’s Church Camp-out.
We will have a potluck meal on
Saturday, August 1st for
campers and day trippers alike.
Sign up now so you don’t miss
your chance to enjoy beautiful
Lake Michigan with the People’s community.
https://www.midnrreservations.com/
VANBURENSTATEPARK
We will be choosing sites in the 194-220 loop.
Contact Joy Gardner if you need help reserving a
site.
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Calendar

Day

Date

Event

Time

Place

Wednesday

July 1

Kaleidoscope
Full-Moon Drum Circle

6:30p.m.
8:00p.m.

Room 9
Fire pit

Saturday

July 4

Independence Day

Sunday

June 5

Summer Service: “Truth and Honesty”
Dyrk Hamilton

10:00a.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

July 7

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

9:30a.m.
3:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Kitchen

Wednesday

July 8

People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

July 9

Book Group

1:30p.m.

Lois & Roger Loeffler’s Home

Friday

July 10

Pre-Singing Dinner (bring your own dinner)
Friday Sing Along

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room 19
Room 19

Sunday

July 12

Summer Service: “Religious Principles and
Economic Life” Tim Bartik

10:00a.m.

Room 19

Monday

July 13

Facing Life, Facing Death

12:00p.m.

Room L1

Tuesday

July 14

Building & Grounds Work Group
Dream Circle

9:30a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at Church
Room 18

Wednesday

July 15

People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Sunday

July 19

Summer Service: “Why Walk a Labyrinth?”
Jane Vernon

10:00a.m.

Room 19

Monday

July 20

August Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

July 21

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Room 1, Foyer
Room 18

Wednesday

July 22

People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Friday

July 24

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Sunday

July 26

Summer Service: “The Art of Grief” Gay Walker

10:00a.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

July 28

Building & Grounds Work Group

9:30a.m.

Meet at Church

Friday

July 31

Full-Moon Drum Circle

8:00p.m.

Fire pit

Fri.-Sun.

July 31-Aug. 2

People’s Camping Trip

Van Buren State Park

Need Help In or Out of Your House?
Joseph Moniba, a student from Liberia, is awaiting fall enrollment into
KVCC and wants to earn $ for college.
Rick Johnson highly recommends him! If interested call Rick
at 657-3460 or Joseph at 290-5085.
Check out our Calendar of Events online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.

Volume 76, Issue 11

People’s Church
News & Views
1758 N. 10th St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Page 8
Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage Paid
Kalamazoo, MI
Permit No. 921

Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

