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Diane Melvin and the youth

This service, planned and led by our youth, is designed to honor and acknowledge
important transitions. With a homily by Ben Miller on the spirit of adventure, we will
bridge the Coming of Age youth into the youth group. As we bridge our Seniors out
into the world, we will hear a bit about their time at People's Church and what this
community has meant to them.

June 14

“Salvation”

Rev. Dave Johnson

On Rev. Dave’s final Sunday in the pulpit at People’s Church, he’ll offer a personal spin on
salvation. The focus is not toward an imaginary Utopia somewhere else or later on,
but upon life-transforming opportunities that are in our very midst. We’ll examine
the wisdom of Reinhold Niebuhr: "Nothing worth doing is completed in our lifetime;
therefore we are saved by hope. Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished
alone; therefore we are saved by love." Rev. Dave will borrow from the wisdom of his
mentor Stephen Jay Gould, with a story by T.H. White, and perhaps a congregational sing
-along “I’ll Fly Away” (from “O Brother, Where Art Thou?”). Board co-Presidents Sally
Padley and Darryl Loiacano will join in formally closing Dave’s interim ministry at
People’s Church. We will also honor and thank outgoing Board members, the Ministerial
Search Committee, and the Transition Team for their exemplary service to the church
during 2014-2015.

Please join us for a reception in honor of Rev. Dave Johnson following the service.

Summer Service Format
Summer Sunday services (mid-June through August) at People’s
Church are shorter and more informal than the rest of the year.
Each service is planned and led by members of the Sunday Services
Committee with help from the Music Committee, Audio/Visual Team
and other members or guests.
Our community practice at People’s Church is to foster religious learning and growth for
all who come. The summer service aims at this by presenting information on a particular
topic and then inviting participation from those in attendance. The goal is to discuss
beyond our “thoughts” about the subject and share what we have “experienced” to be
true. In this practice, deep listening is as important as honest sharing.
If you are new to People’s Church, please know that you are welcome to participate as
much or as little as you feel comfortable. In other words, you are welcome to actively
speak and share your own insights and experiences or you may simply listen. We hope
that all who join here will take a few minutes to introduce themselves to others
following the services.
The Summer Sunday Service Schedule is on Page 3.

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Stuff That’s True,
andand
Stuff
That Matters
News
Notices

STT, and STM:
Interim
Reflections

STM: What Matters, Anyway?
I’m writing this final note to you, while lurching along
at 79 mph (the posted speed limit) on Amtrak across
northeast Missouri. It seems like only yesterday that
my wife Diann and I arrived in Kalamazoo. From the
very beginning, you have welcomed us into your homes
and your hearts. Even though we knew at the outset
that our time here would be all-too-brief, we
nonetheless have so many compelling memories of the
church and of Kalamazoo. For these memories we are
deeply grateful. They will surely sustain us as we bid
farewell, pack up our gypsy-wagons, and depart for new
adventures with the Unitarian Universalists of
Williamsburg, Virginia. I depart knowing that our
primary mission during the interim-ministry period has
succeeded: You are moving ahead in partnership with
a truly outstanding settled minister, Rev. Rachel
Lonberg. I shall be cheering you on, from just over the
horizon.

News
News&&Views
Views

At my first Sunday service with you last August
I suggested that my three-decades of ministry have
been an adventure into discovering and valuing STM
(“stuff-that-matters”). But how shall we know what
matters? To be sure, each of us must answer that
question for ourselves; yet there may be some
common perspectives. In my experience, STM
is most likely to emerge when we are able to let go
three deterrents to wholesome living. These
deterrents are: 1) Haste; (2) Ambition; and (3)
Being Right. Instead, we can claim Gratitude as the
essential pacemaker of life. This is the cornerstone
of STM —at least for me. How is it for you?
Diann and I are especially grateful for your steadfast
encouragement as each of us adapted to un-planned
medical events—which go along with the territory
of senior-hood. This week Diann will have kneereplacement surgery at our Kansas home; she will
soon return to Kalamazoo. We expect to be in
Kalamazoo through much of June and July, and
would like to extend our farewells and best wishes
to each of you individually—either following the
service on Sunday June 14, or during other
occasions that may fit with your schedules.

I depart in deepest gratitude—for your having made
People’s Church and Kalamazoo an enduring homeaway-from-home. Blessings and best wishes for the
journey ahead.
Rev. Dave Johnson, Interim Minister, 2014-2015

Summer Service Schedule—10:00 a.m.
June 21 “Stories of Our Fathers” John Walker
Our first Summer Service will begin with special recognition of Father’s Day. The service will be
presented by John Walker. Invited speakers will share personal stories of fatherhood. In keeping
with our Summer Service tradition, time will be given for responsive sharing from those attending.
June 28 “Living Inside the Rainbow” Dyrk Hamilton
What motivates human beings to want new experiences? Dyrk Hamilton will offer an insightful
demonstration on the evolution of desires as understood through Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy of
Needs.
The Sunday service schedule is continued on the next page.
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Summer Service Schedule

“Truth and Honesty”

Dyrk Hamilton

Being honest doesn’t always mean telling the truth. What makes the difference? Dyrk Hamilton will
explain using creative illustrations that compare factual reality, personal perceptions and authentic
alignment of values.

July 12

“Religious Principles and Economic Life”

Tim Bartik

UU principles, and indeed the common principles of most religions and philosophies of life, seem
increasingly to be in tension with the self-centered behavior demanded in an ever-more hypercompetitive economy. How should we best resolve this tension? How can we both live in right relations,
and yet achieve what is needed in individual and collective economic success? Tim Bartik will help us
explore these very relevant questions.

July 19

“Why walk a Labyrinth?”

Jane Vernon

Labyrinth walking is an ancient practice used by many different faiths for spiritual centering,
contemplation and prayer. Guest speaker, Jane Vernon, will guide us through the ways of the labyrinth.
We will then experience this meditative practice by walking our own labyrinth at People Church. Finger
labyrinths will be available for anyone needing or preferring to stay indoors or seated.

July 26

“The Art of Grief”

Gay Walker

We all experience loss and grief during our lives. Gay Walker will share slides of her art therapy works
made though grieving the loss of her parents. The congregation will then be invited to share in
meaningful rituals, stories and ways to memorialize.

August 2

“Tree Branches”

Greg Feldmeier

Our lives are often impacted by events that are totally unexpected and completely out of our control.
How we react defines us. How do we keep our balance in difficult times? Greg Feldmeier will share
some perspectives and then invite others to share.

August 9

“Mindfulness”

Carolyn Heineman

With our heads already so full of thoughts, how is “mindfulness” going to help? Carolyn Heineman will
explain this concept as well as guide us through an example of practice. Participants will have an
opportunity to reflect on their experience.

August 16

Summer Service with Rev. Rachel Lonberg

Our new settled minister, Rev. Rachel Lonberg will be with us to deliver a message and share time for
reflection.

August 23

“Heart-based Shamanism”

Lynetta Carnes

Western culture primarily operates intellectually or “from the head.” Shamanism, on the other hand, is
often described as a “heart-based” practice. Lynetta Carnes will help us explore the way choices,
perceptions and relationships may be changed or better understood by using intuition to “feel” into
situations rather than simply “analyzing” them. Participants will be asked to share times when their own
hearts have given strong direction.

August 30

Summer Service with Rev. Rachel Lonberg

Rev. Rachel will again be with us to deliver a message and share reflections as we prepare to enter a new
church season.
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Getting to Know People’s People

News & Views

Getting to Know People’s People By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with People's people talking about why they came to People's and why they continue to participate.

Jeffrey and Teresa Klan
Jeffrey and Teresa
Klan have been
coming to People’s
since around 2000.
Teresa grew up
attending Texas
Township Bible
Church and
Oshtemo
Methodist
Church. Jeffrey
attended St.
Thomas Episcopal
in Battle Creek in
the 1970s. Teresa
had a childhood friend who had attended People’s in
the 1970s.
“And Our Kids-n-Kusins round dance group of
teenagers practiced in the commons on Sundays,”
Teresa said.
Years later Teresa and Jeffrey decided to investigate
People’s Sunday services for themselves. Teresa said,
“We were looking for the language and structure to
convey our beliefs to our young sons (then ages 3 and
5), We wanted them to be exposed to diversity
through different religious cultures, and wanted
support for what to do at the death of my parents.”
Jeffrey said, “We hoped People’s Church attendees
had the same mental outlook and attitude as we had;
and we were rewarded as many of the congregation
members share many similar values as we do.
“I appreciate that there are no bad religions, no creed
to follow,” Jeffrey added.
Teresa said, “I’ve found a place to be who I am,
a place to explore, question, learn, hear other ideas
and be inspired on ways to strive for living in right

relations. Our boys have found an accepting home
where they’ve created lasting connections with
other youth, and they’re able to explore their
beliefs.”
She added, “I can be different, yet feel I belong.”
She finds wisdom in Nature and is guided especially
by the UU principles of the inherent worth and
dignity of each person and the interdependent web
of life. She appreciates the Sunday sermons and
hearing what is helpful to other people.
“We like the ambiance of People’s and we’ve
incorporated the church as a portion of our weekly
routine,” Jeffrey said. “We’ve participated the
annual People’s Church camping trip for a decade
or so in July at the Van Buren State Park south of
South Haven and have assisted in many of the
church’s camping activities through the years.”
Teresa & Jeffrey have both taught pre-school classes
here. Teresa has taught in the program for about
13 years, served on the Religious Education
Committee and assisted with youth sleepovers and
conferences. She expects to continue to volunteer
for specialty classes and is interested in Green
Sanctuary. She would like to see a kitchen that
would work better for conferences, more active
nature trails, a children’s outdoor playscape
committee and a UU parenting group.

(Jeffrey, 52, is a project scientist/geologist for Envirologic
Technologies, Inc. Teresa, 54, is early childhood program
supervisor for Van Buren County Intermediate School
District’s Family Links—PAT (Parents as Teachers.)
The couple’s two sons, Wyatt, 19, and Levi, 17,
continue to attend People’s. Wyatt has joined the
church on his own.)
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Social Justice
Committee Update
The Social Justice Coordinating
Committee is glad to
announce the total of $871.56
to Mothers of Hope collected
May 10. Thank you so much
for your generosity. All
totaled, our support for
community social justice
efforts this year was $8,215!
Our Lincoln School volunteers
were treated to a luncheon at
the school on May 7 as a thank
-you to their hard work this
year. Our own final gettogether will be May 27 at
10:30 in the Community In
Schools office. If you are
interested in learning more
about volunteering at Lincoln,
please join us. Reminder—the
After School program for kids
might fit your schedule better
than classroom time.
For those who enjoyed the
speaker Rev. John C. Welch at
the ISAAC Banquet on March
14, or for those who missed it,
there is a DVD of this
celebration available through
ISAAC for $10. People’s has
purchased a copy which may
be checked out of the library
free of charge.

Finally, our esteemed chair of
15 years, Phil Kramer, is
stepping down. Thank you,
Phil, for your wise and faithful
leadership, good humor and
patience. Ann Feldmeier has
been selected as his successor.
The transition is effective as of
Tuesday, May 26 at 10:00 a.m.
which will be our last committee
meeting of the church year.

Religious
Notes
NewsEducations
and Notices
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News and Notices

$MONEY MATTER$
We are falling seriously behind on pledge
payments to the Annual Fund for People’s Church.
Through the end of April, we are about $24,000
behind the budget (9 percent) in current pledges,
and our operating deficit continues to rise month
by month. We will send statements of pledge
balances out in June before the end of the fiscal
year. If you will not be able to finish your pledged
amount by June 30, please contact Treasurer Allan
Hunt at 372-2033 or by e-mail at
hahunt@gmail.com to discuss your situation.

News & Views

Peace and Nature Camp
Is Now Full!
Peace and Nature Camp is asking that
during the week of 6/22
- 6/26 the back parking
lot be used for
Handicapped Accessible
Parking Only from
8:30am to 4:30pm.
Please help us keep our
campers safe by using
the front parking lot. Thank You.

Staff Covenant: June 2015
The work of congregations often constitutes a “middle domain”—between enforceable requirements
at one extreme, and complete freedom at the other. In this middle region of un-enforceable
obligations, Covenants, shared agreements, and promises are the pacemakers of working together.
Our staff team at People’s Church has developed such a Covenant—expressing our agreements of
how we will strive to work together effectively. We would like to share this Covenant with the
entire congregation, realizing that it is a living / evolving statement:

Prologue: Because we value our common commitment to serve the church well and thereby to strengthen
our church’s ministry to congregants and to the wider world; and because we want our working relationships
to support and respect each other’s well-being: We, the staff of People’s Church of Kalamazoo, enter into this
Covenant of Right Relations.
Covenant of Right Relations: We promise to serve People’s Church in accordance with our Letters of
Agreement and Job Descriptions, and to comply with the church’s policy documents, safety requirements,
and the provisions in the human resources manual.
We further agree to:
Meet regularly as a staff team to consider topics of common concern.
Meet at least twice yearly with our Supervisors to review annual goals and objectives, gather relevant
resources, and monitor progress.
Support one another and foster right relationships among the staff team in the spirit of honesty,
respect, and kindness.
Maintain confidentiality in staff conversations and meetings.
Honor our diverse perspectives and personal styles, and seek to resolve our differences directly with
the person(s) involved, and avoid triangulation. After decisions are reached we will support and
comply with such decisions as a team.
Welcome experimentation and brainstorming, and foster a learning environment.
Always assume best intentions.
We will review this Covenant of Right Relations each time that we meet as a staff team.
We will share this covenant with the entire congregation, and with every incoming staff member.

Volume 76, Issue 10

Religious Education Notes

Spring Wrap-Up/Fall Planning
As June rolls around, we are wrapping up another fabulous church year at People’s. The Coming of Age service was magnificently planned and led by the COA
youth where they did a wonderful job sharing their faith
statements.
I am looking forward to the June 7th Youth Service
where we will bridge the COA youth up and the Seniors
out. Again this service will be planned and led by extremely capable and talented youth. We are blessed to
have such a vibrant and engaged core of youth in our
congregation!
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Summer Religious Education Program
10:00 - 11:00AM June 21-Sept. 6
Nursery care provided

Activities for elementary and middle school-aged youth.
Older youth are welcome to help with the younger children or enjoy
the Sunday
Service.

Participants
will have fun
with crafts,
creative
movement,
gardening,
and games
At the same time we are wrapping up this year, we are based on the book, The Day the Crayons Quit, by Drew
also planning for next year. Our curriculum team is
Daywalt. We will tie in the "letters from the crayons"
well underway with preparations for next year’s curricu- with learning our UU Principles, teaching tolerance, and
lum. We were so pleased with our experience with the building self esteem. Visiting grandchildren are welcome,
UUA’s Tapestry of Faith curriculum this year that we
too. This summer’s activities will be led by Mackenzie
decided to use this format again next year with different Hatfield-Johnson and Mary Kate Webster with help and
subjects. I think it does a great job giving our children
guidance from Ian Webster.
and youth a sound religious education foundation with
exposure to a variety of religious and ethical ideas
YRUU Camping Trip - June 12-14
through fun activities and meaningful discussions.

Van Buren State Park

Of course we are Seeking Teachers to work with our
children and youth next church year. Please let Diane
Melvin know if you would consider being a teacher or an
assistant in an RE class next year. It is only because of
our strong volunteer core that we have such a successful
RE program at People’s Church!
Finally, I want to shout out a huge THANK YOU to
the RE Committee for the great work they did this
year:
Emily Cutler, Stephanie Measzros, Lynetta Carnes, Gwen
Abney-Cunningham, Jana Watson, Denise Valette, Cary
Betz-Williams, Heidi Johnson and Nicky Gates!
Because of their excellent leadership, our Religious Education Program at People’s has offered many wonderful
and enriching programs and activities this year!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION!
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director

All 9-12th graders are
invited to participate
in this fun weekend
to celebrate the end
of our youth group
for this church year.
Please RSVP to Karen
Friedel if you and/or
your youth is planning
to attend.

Young Adult UU Group
June 2nd and June 16th
7:00 pm at church
All 18-35-year-olds are invited to participate in our
young adult group. Enjoy fellowship with pizza, activities and meaningful discussions.
For information contact group coordinator, Mackenzie
Hatfield-Johnson at 269-779-2111.
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Events and Activities

Church Seeking
Event Management Team
People's Church is looking for people
interested in helping to open the
building, greet guests, and set up
microphones for rental events such as
weddings, memorial services, and
rentals. This would be paid work. If you have an
interest, please email office administrator Chris
Schleuder at office@peopleschurch.net.

Book Club Planning Meeting—
Thursday, June 11, 1:30p.m.
The book club will continue to meet on the 2ndThursday of each month, 1:30-3:30; this year including
summer months.
On June 11, we will set the schedule (books, reviewers, hosts) for the upcoming year. Please bring book
suggestions. This group focuses on fiction/better literature. This meeting will be at Martha Beverly's house.
Contact her if you need directions.

News & Views

People’s Camping Trip 2015
Van Buren State Park, near South Haven, is the
meeting place for our annual
People’s Church Camp-out.
We will have a potluck meal on
Saturday, August 1st for
campers and day trippers alike.
Sign up now so you don’t miss
your chance to enjoy beautiful
Lake Michigan with the People’s community.

https://www.midnrreservations.com/
VANBURENSTATEPARK
We will be choosing sites in the 194-220 loop.
Contact Joy Gardner if you need help reserving a
site.

Chalice Sparx UU Family Camp
July 14-19, 2015
At Amigo Centre outside of Sturgis, MI

Friday Night Sing-Along—July 10th
If you like to sing or if you would just like to talk and
share a meal with people's people please join us for
the next quarterly Friday Night Sing Along on April
24th. We will gather at 6:00 pm for dinner, and start
singing at 7:00 pm lead by Bill Ginn, Darryl Loiacano,
and Bryan Klinesteker. We usually are done singing
by 9:00 pm. If you have any questions at all before
hand please contact either Bill Ginn,
(billginn@sbcglobal.net) or Andrea Huff
(willowmena20@gmail.com).

Contact Update
Pat Pratt’s new phone number.
(269) 343-7774

PLUS:
 interactive worship services which invite
deep connections with Unitarian
Universalists from Michigan, Indiana and
Illinois
 religious education programs for
children with connections to our natural
environment
 multigenerational activities designed for
the entire family and people of all ages
 workshops on spiritual practices,
labyrinth walks and archery
Register online at:
www.chalicesparx.org
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Calendar

Event

Time

Place

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Young Adult Group (ages 18-35)
Full-Moon Drum Circle

9:30a.m.
3:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
8:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Kitchen
Room L2
Firepit

June 3

Board Meeting / Potluck
People’s Kaleidoscope

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 9

Thursday

June 4

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Saturday

June 6

Youth Service Rehearsal

10:00a.m.

Commons

Sunday

June 7

Youth Band Practice
Sunday Service: “The Spirit of Adventure”
Diane Melvin and Youth
High School Youth Group (YRUU)
Women’s Group

9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Commons

1:00p.m.
5:00p.m.

Room L2
Room 19, Foyer

Monday

June 8

Facing Life, Facing Death
Green Sanctuary

12:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 18

Tuesday

June 9

Building & Grounds Work Group
Dreamwork Circle

9:30a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at Church
Room 18

Wednesday

June 10

People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

June 11

Book Group
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Martha Beverly’s Home
Commons

Fri.-Sun.

June 12-14

YRUU Camping Trip

Saturday

June 13

Baking Workshop (from Service Sale)

11:00a.m.

Kitchen

Sunday

June 14

Sunday Service: “Salvation” Rev. Dave Johnson
Reception for Rev. Dave Johnson

10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.

Commons
Commons

Monday

June 15

Journey Circle

7:00p.m.

Room 18

Tuesday

June 16

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Foyer, Room 1
Room 18

Wednesday

June 17

People’s Kaleidoscope
Religious Education Committee

6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 9
Room 8

Sunday

June 21

Summer Service: “Stories of Our Fathers” John
Walker

10:00a.m.

Room 19

Mon.-Fri.

June 22-26

Peace & Nature Camp

9a.m.-4p.m.

Meet at Church

Monday

June 22

July Newsletter Deadline

12:00p.m.

news@peopleschurch.net

Tuesday

June 23

Building & Grounds Work Group

9:30a.m.

Meet at Church

Wednesday

June 24

People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Friday

June 26

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Sunday

June 28

Summer Service: “Living Inside the Rainbow” Dyrk
Hamilton

10:00a.m.

Room 19

Tuesday

June 30

Building & Grounds Work Group
Finance Committee

9:30a.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at Church
Room L1

Van Buren State Park

Check out our Calendar of Events online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Check us out on the web!
www.peopleschurch.net

People’s Church Mission Statement
“People’s Church is a welcoming religious community
drawing on wisdom and inspiration from many sources
to discover and live out our highest values.”

