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Rev. Rachel Lonberg

In one part of Rev. Rachel Lonberg’s hometown, Unitarian Universalists are known as
‘The Dessert People.’ In her final sermon of candidating week, Rev. Rachel will tell
that story and share a vision of how People’s Church might be known and
experienced by members and friends, our children, visitors, and the wider Kalamazoo
community.
There will be a special meeting of the congregation following the service to vote to call
Rev. Rachel Lonberg to be the church’s next settled minister.
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People’s Church Spring Celebration and Service Sale,
Saturday, May 9th, 6:00 p.m.
Mark your calendars for May 9th from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. for a special evening.
People’s Church Spring Celebration and Service Sale is an event for all members and
friends of People’s Church. The focus of this event is
celebrating spring and the completion of a successful
church year together. There will be live music, wine, and
childcare provided with a special dinner menu for
children. For adults, we ask that those attending bring an
hors d’oeuvres or hearty appetizer or a dessert item and
wine or other beverage. This is more of a party than a
sit-down dinner so that people can circulate, socialize,
and check out the many offerings.
The planning committee has made changes to the format of our traditional Service
Auction fundraiser. Instead of using an auctioneer, each donor is asked to set the
price for their donated services or items. For example, a dinner will no longer be
This article is continued on Page 3

Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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Interim
Reflections

Gratitude—
For All That Is Our Life
I am writing this note on a rainy spring afternoon,
Monday, April 20. Enthusiasm and anticipation are
running high at People’s Church, as you prepare to
close one chapter—and to open a new chapter—in
your amazing history. For over 160 years, People’s
Church has served as beacon for our free religious
tradition in Southwest Michigan. I will be proudly
cheering you on, from an appropriate distance, during
next week’s welcoming events for your candidate, Rev.
Rachel Lonberg. I will of course remain on call for all
pastoral / personal emergencies.

I will be making two important trips in the next few
days. On Wednesday of this week I am spending the
entire day at the two medical facilities in California
where I was cared for by hundreds of medical
professionals, rehab specialists, and volunteers. Even
though my rehabilitation will, of course, continue and
be life-long, I want to decisively close this particular
chapter by personally thanking, insofar as possible, the
many folks at Marin General Hospital and at the
California Pacific Medical Center whose skills and
compassion made such a difference. In parallel, I am so
deeply grateful to the many People’s people for your
heartfelt messages of hope and encouragement:
Especially for your cards and notes during my time
away, and for your continuing support since my return
to Kalamazoo.
That leads to my second important trip: During
Candidating Week I will re-convene in south Texas
with about 50 other UU Accredited Interim Ministers
and our boss Rev. Keith Kron (UUA Transitions
Director) for our annual “boot camp” week of
specialized training. These continuing education
workshops will include a preview of opportunities for

News
News&&Views
Views

interim ministry during the coming year. I will be
eagerly scanning Keith’s ever-evolving list of
“Opportunities”. I expect to have an agreement in
place for my next assignment by the end of May.
I will keep you posted on what’s next for Diann and
me.
And, speaking of Diann: I thank you so much for
continuing to send your messages of support to her
at our Kansas home. She has two scheduled office
visits with physicians this week, and these should
lead to a rough timetable for follow-up surgery and
rehab. Hopefully she will be able to travel and
return to our Kalamazoo home before long.
In closing, and as a prelude to your embarking on
the next chapter, I offer these words from Judith
Viorst’s poem “Forever Fifty”:
“I've had my share of necessary losses,
Of dreams I know no longer can come true.
I'm done now with the whys and the becauses.
It's time to make things good, not just make do.
Young fantasies of magic and of mystery
Are over. But they really can't compete
With all we've built together: A long history.
Connections that help render us complete.”
See you in church.
Rev. Dave Johnson,
Interim Minister, 2014-2015

Diann Johnson has returned to the
Johnson family's Kansas home, following
several weeks of in-patient rehab therapy.
If you wish to send her a note, contact the
church office for the address.
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Sunday Services—10:45a.m.
May 17

Coming of Age Service

Diane Melvin and Youth

Each year our youth bring compelling expressions of their approaching, and taking on, the many privileges
and responsibilities of adulthood. Join us as we affirm and celebrate their annual rite of passage.

May 24

Green Sanctuary Service

We strive to live “harmoniously, ethically, justly, and sustainably upon the earth and with all other
living things. Easy to say—much more complicated to understand and to do.” This week, the Green
Sanctuary Committee will describe projects that have been undertaken to help the church be more
environmentally sustainable and invite everyone to share their hopes and ideas for the further
greening of our community.

May 31 “Spandrels I Have Known: Of Waste and Grace” Rev. Dave Johnson
Now a certified Senior, Rev. Dave’s finding his attention focused much less upon measurable achievements.
Instead he’s lingering to pay closer attention to events and opportunities at the margins: Those out-of-theway places where we might choose to be good—for nothing. The spandrels of the San Marco cathedral
(in Venice) will serve as the iconography for some reflections on waste, and grace.

Spring Celebration and Service Sale,
continued from page 1

priced according to the highest bid. Rather the
dinner will be offered at a set price, perhaps $25 per
person for a brunch, or a higher price for a gourmet
dinner for 8, or lower for a picnic cookout for 20,
and each of the first people who sign up will
purchase a seat at the fixed price. Donations of a
single item, for example a quilt or jewelry, will be
offered using a traditional silent auction format to
the highest bidder. We hope this format will lead to
everyone participating knowing that there will be
something for everybody with many fun options to
choose from that will fit a variety of budgets and
preferences.
Planning committee members will be in the foyer
on Sundays soliciting your donations and asking you
to sign up for one of the set up and clean up teams.
Please fill out a Donation Commitment form, as
many as you care to offer, describing your donated
service, and return it to Spring Celebration and
Service Sale box at the table in the foyer or online
to the church office when it is sent electronically.

Membership Matters
All-Church Potluck, Saturday, May 2, 5:30p.m.
We want to offer a special
invitation to all newcomers and
new members to attend the AllChurch Potluck happening on
Saturday, May 2 at 5:30p.m. We
will be welcoming our ministerial
candidate, Rev. Rachel Lonberg at
this event. Please sign up in the foyer or online at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ba9ac22a13allchurch if you can bring a food item.
No Membership Orientation in May
The church will not be holding a scheduled
membership orientation due to so many afterchurch events, but if you want to know more about
membership, please contact Membership Committee
chair, Anna Shade anna.shade@gmail.com, or Office
Administrator, Chris Schleuder,
office@peopleschurch.net. We are happy to
arrange a time to meet one on one according to
your schedule. The next New Member Recognition
Ceremony will be held during the service on
Sunday, May 31.
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People’s Church’s 160th Annual Meeting—Sunday, May 17
People’s Church will hold its 160th Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 17th after the service. All supporting
members are encouraged to stay and vote on candidates for the Board of Trustees, the Nominating
Committee and next year’s budget. We will also vote on a resolution to grant former minister, Jill
McAllister minister emerita status. Lunch will be provided.

Nominees for the Borad of Trustees
Following are biographies of the nominees for People’s Church’s Board of Trustees. Board members serve 3-year terms,
and are elected at the Annual Meeting.

Tim Bartik
I am a lifelong UU who has been
a member of People’s Church
since the early 1990s. I have been
involved in many church
committees, including two years
as Board President. I am married
to Deb Wickman, and have two
sons who went through the RE
(Religious Education) program
at People’s: Alex, currently
in graduate school at MIT;
and Jonathan, currently teaching math at Kalamazoo
Central. Since 1989, I have been a senior economist
at the Upjohn Institute for Employment Research.
My hope for People’s Church is that we continue to
strengthen our efforts to both serve the religious
needs of our church community, and our efforts to
promote greater justice in the broader community.

Beth Bullmer
I have been part of the People's
Church community for 15 years,
attending with my daughters,
Quincy, a junior at Portage
Northern & KAMSC, and
Kenison, a 5th grader at 12th St.
During this time I have
volunteered in various RE
classrooms ranging from 1st
grade-YRUU, including middle
school/high school OWL, I also
helped chaperone the YRUU trip to our partner
congregations in England several years ago. I have

served on the Long-Range Planning Committee &
several terms on the Sunday Services Committee.
I look forward to serving on the Board as another
opportunity to give back to the community which
has given a religious home to myself and my
children. I am a self-employed Licensed Massage
Therapist at Westnedge Wellness, as well as, an
instructor at the Institute for Massage Education and
an artist/poet. My focus in all that I do is wholeness
and wellness. My hopes for People's Church are to
keep our community whole and well as we grow
and transition with our new minister so we may
continue to bring our values of social justice into
the broader community.

Mark Gernsback
I began attending People’s in
1975 and joined soon after.
Early on I became involved in
RE, where I am now teaching
my second generation of teens.
I have also served on various
committees, worked with
Tuesday morning Building and
Grounds, and done several
terms on the Board. I owned a
transmission shop in Kalamazoo
and worked as an auto
mechanic for (too!) many years. I have four adult
children, two of whom were born into and raised in
the People’s community. My hopes for the future
are that we move into this next era with strength
and confidence, continuing to offer our unique
viewpoint to the wider Kalamazoo area.
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Social Justice Coordinating
Committee Update
Your Social Justice Coordinating Committee is
winding down to our last Special Offering until fall.
The March collection for the Duane Roberts
scholarship netted $1118, showing wonderful support
for one of our biggest emphases—education.
The April collection for Lending Hands totaled $742
with perhaps a few more checks to come. Thank you
for sustaining our on-going efforts to serve our community.
Our May offering will be for Mothers of Hope,
a new addition that we find
most compelling. This
group, begun in 1969 and
supported entirely through
individual gifts and grant
writing, has three main
objectives:
1) offering all women help in establishing stable lives
for themselves and their families;
2) offering support discussion groups for men who
help each other by sharing their challenges and
how best to overcome them;
3) offering area teens workshops, summer activities
and discussion opportunities to reduce youth
violence. MOH is a locally grown, totally
volunteer organization. To learn more about
their efforts, go to www.mothers-of-hope.org.
Stephanie Moore, the one and only staff member,
and/or her mother, the founder of MOH, will be
with us May 10 to answer questions about their
programs.
SJCC has agreed to donate $100 for scholarships to
campers attending People’s Peace and Nature Camp
this summer.
Loaves and Fishes request for May is low salt
vegetables.
Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee meets
the second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.
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RACE MATTERS:
My Journey Along the Road to Anti-Racism
By Sue Glenn
I enjoy learning about history,
especially stories that show how
people lived in a previous time.
I could try to put myself in
someone else’s place and time,
to try to discern how that
would feel. My mom used to
say I would “root for the
underdog.” I was a teenager in
the 1960s, and was shocked and
fascinated to learn stories about
black history which had never been included in the
history books I read at school. When student
protesters in colleges around the country demanded
that this black history be taught in the schools, my
dad said, “What history?” I thought it was strange
that he was under the impression that black people
had no history that merited study. Now I understand
why he said that. There was so much that needed to
be “’brought into the light.”

The more I learned about the history of racism, the
more I tried not to be a racist, but I found myself
stumbling all the time. I felt frustrated and guilty.
When I attended the one-day ERAC/CE training at
People’s Church in 2009, I realized that the problem
was a lot bigger than my personal racism—it was a
systemic and institutional situation, developed over
hundreds of years. I wanted to do more to become
anti-racist, but it seemed like an overwhelming task.
I was stunned into action within the past few years,
by the murders of Trayvon Martin in Florida, and of
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. As the
murders of unarmed young black men by whites,
often police officers, showed up in the news more
often, I was motivated to join the new Anti-Racism
Anti-Oppression and Multi-Culturalism Committee at
People’s Church, and participate in the 2 ½ day
ERACE/CE workshop “Understanding and Analyzing
Systemic Racism.” Now I feel like I have more of the
tools to be able to work towards an antiracist
transformation, systemically, at People’s Church.
Even though there is a long way to go, I have hope for
the future now.
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Biographies of New Members
The following became members of People’s congregation
in December 2014.

Sasha Acker is a long time UU
and our former young adult
coordinator. She has attended
People’s 8 years and is active in the
continental UU Young Adult
community. She is a social worker
working as a property manager
with Interfaith Homes of
Kalamazoo. In her spare time she
enjoys crocheting, embroidery,
spinning and weaving.

Fernando Ospina is an anti-racism community
organizer with ERAC/Ce. He has
attended People’s three years, and
like his partner, Sasha Acker, is
active in the continental UU Young
Adult community. He is the past
Young Adult coordinator at
People’s. Fernando enjoys music
and board games in his spare time.

Faith Curtis has a master’s degree in social work
and runs her own business,
“Dare to Fly Coaching and
Consulting.” She is also a
certified retreat coach
specializing in women’s
retreats and executive retreats.
She and her recently retired
husband moved from Chicago
to Kalamazoo last year to be
closer to a daughter and
grandchildren. Faith looks
forward to connecting with
others who are open-minded,
spiritually hungry and are looking to expand their
world.

News & Views

Patrick and Wendy Murray have been married
20 years. Patrick is an
international logistics
and compliance analyst
for Perrigo. Wendy is
an acupuncturist
looking for a place to
land after leaving
Northwestern Hospital
in Chicago. Patrick
enjoys fishing and hand
drumming. Wendy
loves cooking. Both
are vegetarians and they enjoy the outdoors. Their
7-year-old daughter Fiona is passionate about
animals, reading, camping and make-believe.
Jeff VanderStraaten and Michelle Weemhoff
have been married two years and live in Portage
with their 7-month old daughter, Ella. Michelle
works as
associate
director for
the Michigan
Council on
Crime and
Delinquency,
advocating for
the rights and
fair treatment
of young people involved in the justice system. She
enjoys traveling and has been involved with the
Rwanda Youth Healing Center the past 9 years. Jeff
is a financial advisor for Merrill Lynch. He enjoys
watching Michigan basketball and football (Go Blue).
Meg Vollick comes from a large
family rooted in the Upper
Peninsula on the shores of Lake
Michigan and Lake Superior. She
teaches Middle School English
Language Arts in Parchment and
enjoys hiking, sailing, swimming,
kayaking, snowshoeing and bird
watching with her family. She and
her husband Nick and son
Everett live in Kalamazoo.
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The following became members of People’s congregation
in April 2015:
Heather Barsy is a social worker
at Allegan County Mental Health.
She loves reading, knitting and
sewing. She lives in Kalamazoo
with her husband, Aaron and her
two daughters.

Laura Beltran is an environmental educator
working part-time at the Kalamazoo Nature Center.
She has been teaching RE
here, participated in the
choir and in the women’s
group since she and her
husband Gerry and fourteenyear old daughter Leah
moved here from Blue Ridge,
Virginia in June 2014. Leah is
in People’s coming of Age
Program. Laura loves to
travel, enjoys birding, agility
training for her dog, running,
scrapbooking, and storytelling and is now learning to
play guitar.

Workshop: An Introduction to
Cindy
Hill works for the
Understanding
and Analyzing
State of Michigan Department
Systemic Racism
of Community Health. She

was active at People’s in the
February
7, 10:00outdoor
– 5:00
1980s.
She enjoys
activities,
nature facilitated
hiking, workshop will provide
This ERACCE
photography
and
an introductoryrock
process for participants to excollecting.
She’s
interested
in definitions, introplore common language and
artduce
and an
music
and is learning
understanding
of racism as a systemic
toissue,
play the
ukulele.
She
visits
not simply an
issue
of individual attitudes
her
daughter,
and
actions, son-in-law,
and explore approaches to dismangranddaughter
andcan
3 great-grandchildren
whenever
tling racism that
provide the foundation
for
possible.
enduring solutions.
Even if you have been to a similar workshop in
the past, we hope you will join us for this day of
Scott building
was born and
critical exploration Michelle
and relationship
raised
in
Escanaba
the UP of
with other People’s people, UUs frominaround
Michigan.
She’s
a
graduate
Michigan, ISAAC staff and members of the Kalastudent in school psychology
mazoo community. and enjoys the outdoors in

warm
She currently
To register, click this
link weather.
to the registration
participates
in
the
Young
form, pick up a form in the church foyer,
or Adult
group
and
is
excited
to
contact Carolyn Heineman, 269-547-7113. be
a member
a church
There is no registration
fee forofthis
workshop.
community that promotes
Childcare is available
on request.
social
justice, thought and
open-mindedness.

Juli Ginn is a junior in high
school who has been attending
People’s since she was four. She
enjoys reading, drawing, acting
and singing and was nominated
for best actress at the Kalamazoo
Civic Theater. She will be looking
for a summer job at the end of
the school year and plans to
study psychology in college.
Thimgan Hayden-Ruppert is a
classically trained and
accomplished painter who often
teaches as well. She is passionate
about sustainable faming and
gardening and humane animal
care. She and her husband Joseph
home-school their two children,
Myken and Cedric.

Kat Westphal,
a retired legal assistant,
moved from Muskegon
to Kalamazoo four years
ago with her 96-year old
father to be near her
adult children. Her
father lives at Friendship
Village where Kat works
part-time. Kat enjoys
tutoring at Lincoln
School, helping with
Talking Pots and taking
pottery classes at the
Kalamazoo Institute of
Arts.
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Dear Friends of ISAAC,
Tuesday, May 5 is an important day in
Kalamazoo County. On that day, there are
two voter questions on the ballot: the state
roads referendum and the local (KRESA) special
education millage. While it is likely that you have heard
a considerable amount about the first of these two, you
may not know as much about the second.
Here are the facts about the local (KRESA) special
education millage. Please share them with others.

Special education services in the county are
substantially under-funded, which creates
a great deal of pressure on the general education
budgets of local school districts. At one time, all special
education services were funded through dedicated
special education sources. However, these sources
have not kept up with special education needs. Since
special education services are required through federal
and state laws, local Kalamazoo County school districts
have had to fund these partially unfunded costs out of
their limited operating budgets. In fact, districts across
Kalamazoo County are now funding approximately $11
million of special education costs from their operating
budgets, which reduces programming for general
education students.
For many years, the state has under-funded public
education, and local school districts have needed to
make significant budget cuts as a result. Districts across
the county have cut in excess of $20 million over the
last five years, and districts across the state have cut
amounts more or less proportionate to their sizes.
The Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) have cut
approximately $10 million during this period. The
requirement of local school districts to spend more of
their operating budgets for special education services
has created the need for even greater cuts to general
education programming. If approved, this millage will be
used by the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service
Agency (KRESA) to substantially or fully reimburse
school districts for the existing shortage in special

News & Views

education funding. This will improve the funding for
ALL our students.
We appreciate your attention to the local (KRESA)
special education millage. Please remember to vote
on May 5. Local dollars for local schools.
Sincerely,
Pastor Matt Weiler (President of ISAAC), Dr.
Charlae M. Davis (Executive Director of ISAAC),
Michael F. Rice, Ph.D. (Superintendent of
Kalamazoo Public Schools)

$MONEY MATTER$
The 2015 Stewardship Campaign is nearly
completed. There are just a few loose ends to tie
up. We have received pledges or waiver requests
from 97 percent of People’s people, and raised 90
percent of the budget requests. Many thanks to
the Stewardship Steering Committee for their
outstanding efforts and to you for your generous
response!
However, this leaves a substantial gap
(approximately 10 percent) between our projected
income and expenses for next year. The Finance
Committee and the Board of Trustees will be
working in the next few weeks to bridge that gap
and bring you a budget proposal for review at the
Annual Meeting on May 17.
We are also falling behind on contributions to
the Annual Fund. Through the end of March, we
have received 70 percent of annual pledges for 75
percent of the fiscal year. That means we are about
$17,000 behind schedule. With all the excitement
of calling a new minister, please do not forget to
make your regular payments on pledges.
If you are a new member, or were not able to join
in our campaign, please contact Treasurer Allan
Hunt by e-mail at hahunt@gmail.com to discuss
your participation.

Note from Minister Emeritus Roger Greeley
Former minister, Roger Greeley (age 92), wanted to let those at church know that he is well, enjoys
Marquette, and is coming down the homestretch on his autobiography, which should be completed
in 2015.
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OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 25
The church office will be closed
Monday, May 25 for Memorial Day.

May Festival of the Arts at UUCC
The Unitarian
Universalist
Community
Church of
Southwest
Michigan will host
its first ever May
Festival of the Arts
on May 2nd.
The afternoon will feature a multicultural lineup of
entertainment, crafts in the community room, and
snacks and drinks to purchase as well.
UUCC would love to have People's Church join in this
spring celebration.
There is no charge for admission.
The schedule of entertainment is as follows:
1:00 pm – The Sojourner Truth Children’s Gospel
Choir from the Battle Creek Music Center
2:00 pm – Gloria Culp playing traditional Bagpipe
music for the raising of the May Pole
2:30 pm – Irish Step Dancing with Erin Quinn’s Troupe
3:15 pm – Sarah Schneider Koning’s Middle Eastern
Dancers
4:15 pm – Trybal Revival Circle Singers
featuring Carolyn Koebel on percussion.
5:00 pm – The UUCC Mummers performing One-Act
Plays and Music
2pm -5pm – Crafts in the community room
This festival is UUCC’s gift to the communities of
Kalamazoo and Portage and an invitation to come and
share in a celebration of joy in spring time, music and
dance. Come see the entertainment and commune
with the people of UUCC as you spend time in the old
banquet hall which has become home to another
welcoming church community in Southwest Michigan.
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Annual
Workshop:
AnCommittee
IntroductionReports
to
Due May 3
Understanding and Analyzing
Systemic
Racism
Note
to committee
chairs...please send your
committee’s annual report to
February 7, 10:00 – 5:00by Sunday, May 3 so it
office@peopleschurch.net
can be included in the packet for the Annual
This ERACCE facilitated workshop will provide
Meeting.
an introductory process for participants to ex-

plore common language and definitions, introReports
should
include: of racism as a systemic
duce an
understanding
•issue,
Names
of
members
and chairs
not simply an issue
of individual attitudes
•and
Theactions,
purposeand
of explore
the committee
approaches to disman•tling
What
the committee
has done
year for
racism
that can provide
thethis
foundation
• Future goals
enduring solutions.
Even if you have been to a similar workshop in
the past, we hope you will join us for this day of
Largest
One Day
critical exploration
and relationship building
National
Food
with other People’s Drive
people, UUs from around
Michigan,
ISAACMay
staff and
members of the Kalaon
Saturday,
9th
mazoo community.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 9th—the day
this link to
the registration
ofTo
theregister,
Nationalclick
Association
of Letter
form, pick
up a form
in the
foyer,
Carriers’
(NALC)
‘Stamp
Outchurch
Hunger’
foodor
drive.
contact
Carolyn
Heineman,
269-547-7113.
This annual event is the largest national, single-day
There
is no
registration
feecontributions
for this workshop.
food
drive
in America.
Local
benefit
ChildcareLoaves
is available
on request.
Kalamazoo
& Fishes,
the Salvation Army of
Kalamazoo, and the Portage Community Center.
This event is also made possible by the by the
United Way of the Battle Creek & Kalamazoo
Region and the Local Carrier Branch 246.
More than 1 in 5 people in Kalamazoo County live
at or below the poverty level and don’t know when
their next meal will be. Food drives like this help fill
the gap between meals for local households. Last
year we raised over 100,000 lbs of pound and hope
to surpass that amount this year.
To donate, simply leave your non-perishable,
unopened food donations near your mailbox on the
morning of Saturday, May 9th—your letter carrier
will take care of the rest.
Food items that cannot be accepted include
unlabeled, opened, long-term expired or homemade
items. Food donations most in need include: highprotein soups and stews, peanut butter, canned
fruits and vegetables, and canned meat.
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Peace and Nature Camp
Registration is Now Open

Chalice Sparx UU Family Camp

Peace and Nature Camp is a one-week day-camp at
People’s Church that runs M-F, June 22-26, 9am 4pm and is open to all children ages 6-12 years old.
Registration is now open and there is space for only
30 campers so please sign up soon to ensure a spot.
Registration forms are available in the foyer at the
camp display board and online at peopleschurch.net.
The cost of camp is $110 per camper if registered by
May 24th. After that, the fee is $120 and final
registration is June 7th. You can drop off or mail
your registration form to People’s Church.
Scholarships are available if registered by May 24th.

At Amigo Centre outside of Sturgis, Michigan

Please consider making a donation to our scholarship
fund. Thanks to the generous support of our church
community, we have always been able to honor all
scholarship requests. Anyone willing to help can
make a check out to People’s Church and note that
it is for a camp scholarship in the memo line and mail
it to the church office or drop it off there.

July 14-19, 2015

This year’s series of keynote workshops at
Chalice Sparx Unitarian Universalist family
camp in the Midwest will be presented by Rev.
Dr. Randolph W.B. Becker ("Randy"), a lifelong Universalist Unitarian now in his 43rd
year of Parish and Religious Education ministry.
Rev. Randy is no stranger to summer camps
given he founded the Sophia Fahs Religious
Education Camp on Long Island, NY, which will
be celebrating its 35th Anniversary in August.

PLUS:
 interactive worship services which invite
deep connections with Unitarian
Universalists from Michigan, Indiana and
Illinois
 religious education programs for children
with connections to our natural
environment
 multigenerational activities designed for the
entire family and people of all ages
 workshops on spiritual practices, labyrinth
walks and archery

If you have any questions, are interested in helping
with camp or would like to make a donation to the
scholarship fund please contact me at 269-623-2932
or birdman@mei.net.

Register online at:
www.chalicesparx.org

Thank You,

Or Follow uon Facebook:
www.facebook.com/chalicesparx

Jeff Kirkwood
Peace and Nature Camp Director
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Thank You RE Volunteers!
We simply could not run a program of this magnitude
and outstanding quality without so many wonderful volunteers! Please take a moment to thank a Religious
Education Volunteer for their service to our children
and youth at People’s!
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Youth Talent Show
Friday, May 15 at 7:00pm

EVERYONE is invited to attend this show. Enjoy wonderful entertainment from our talented People’s children
and youth!
All proceeds from the show and the intermission bake
sale will help fund the YRUU trip to General Assembly
in Columbus, Ohio in 2016.
2014-15 Religious Education Teachers:
Preschool - Denise Valette, Cindy Pietras, Shannon
All People’s kids (3-18) are invited to participate! TickRench, Heidi Johnson; Kindergarten/1st Grade – Cary
ets are $5 for adults and $2 for kids 3-18.
Betz-Williams, Megan Reynolds, Laura Livingstone
McNelis, Therese Malmberg; 2nd Grade - Jen Lyle, Chris Please contact Stephanie or Isabel Measzros for more
information.
Measzros, Karen Friedel, Eliza Measzros; 3rd Grade –
Mary Kate Webster, Vincent Desroches, Neena Marion,
Talent Show Auditions
Niki Barnes; 4th/5th Grade – Dawn Chamberlain, Chris
May 3 at 1:00 pm in Room 9
Semelbauer, Nicky Gates, Julia Koestner; 6th/7th Grade
All
3-18
year olds encouraged to audition.
– Joy Gardner, Laura Beltran, Beth Wallis, Ally Pye;
8th/9th Grade COA – Jana Watson, Ben Jones, Gwen
Abney-Cunningham, Tom Cunningham; 10-12th Grade - Singing, magic tricks,
Mackenzie Hatfield-Johnson, Sheila Reuther, Tim Sparling jokes, juggling, dancing, acting, playing inand Karen Horneffer-Ginter
struments, poetry
Coming of Age Mentors: Chris Measzros, Colleen
slam, gymnastics and
Van Slambrouck, Phil Cutler, Jeff Kirkwood, Jeff
more...
Chicoski, Wyatt Klan, Jim Gardner, Russ Cucuru,
Gay and John Walker
Elementary OWL Facilitators – Kelly Henderson,
Brooke Feltner-Beebe and Pam Wadsworth

Circle Pines Work Bee - Action Project
May 3rd from 10:00 am-3:00 pm

Everyone is invited to participate in this day of action.
OWL Parent Chalice Circle Leader – Beth Bullmer There will be a variety of work projects for all ages and
abilities both inside and out. Circle Pines is a wonderful
Youth Group – Wendy Dawson, Karen Friedel,
cooperative children’s camp and retreat center and they
Kimberly Ginn and Bob Friedel
will feed us lunch!
Children’s Music -Vicki Konzen, Mary Kate Webster,
Cary Betz-Williams, Chris Measzros and Jeff Kirkwood

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION!
Young Adult UU Group
Every Other Tuesday at Church
Note new day and location!
All 18-35 year olds are invited to participate in our
young adult group every other Tuesday at 7:00 pm.
at church. Enjoy fellowship with fun games, activities and meaningful discussions.
For information contact group coordinator,
Mackenzie Hatfield-Johnson.

The mission of Circle Pines is to teach peace, social justice, environmental stewardship and cooperation. The
Center aims to demonstrate cooperative alternatives for
economic and social issues and to teach cooperation as a
way of life. More information can be found on their
website at http://www.circlepinescenter.org
Please sign up in the foyer so we will know how many
people to plan work projects and lunch for.

Peace and Nature Camp
June 22-26

Peace and Nature Camp is a one-week day -camp held
at People’s Church and will be M-F, 9am-4pm and is
open to all children 6-12 years old. Register soon as the
30 available camper slots fill up quickly!
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Events and Activities

News & Views

The Discussion Group—Sat. May 2

Memorial Service for Judy Ranger

"Israel within the Middle East Chaos" will be the
topic for the gathering of the Discussion Group on
May 2. The group will meet from 10:00am to noon
in Rooms 6 & 7 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday in
May. Snacks are provided, but bring your drink.

A Memorial Service will be held
on Saturday, May 23 at 11:00
am at People’s Church for Judy
Ranger. Judy was a member of
the People’s Church and was on
the Board of Directors for the
Kalamazoo Drop in Child Care
Center. She passed away on
January 8 at the age of 75.

The Study Group—Monday, May 18,
7:30p.m.
The Study Group's next meeting will discuss Karen
Armstrong's newest book: Fields of Blood: Religion
and the History of Violence.
Newcomers to our group are
always welcome! The next meeting
is on Monday, May 18 at 7:30 p.m.,
at "The Den" room at the
Fountains. For more information,
please contact Tim Bartik at
bartik@upjohn.org.
http://www.amazon.com/Fields-Blood-ReligionHistory-Violence/dp/0307957047/ref=asap_bc?
ie=UTF8

People’s Kaleidoscope
Wednesdays, 6:30p.m.
Kaleidoscope is a unique way to experience,
understand and improve your use of intuition and
the Creative Energy Field. This is a facilitated group
intended to create unity, improve Life and provide
enjoyment.
If you would like to be part of or have questions
about the kaleidoscope, please contact Dyrk
Hamilton (Email: dyrklain@gmail.com). We meet in
Room 9.

Book Group—Thursday, May 14,
1:30p.m.
A Tale for the Time Being, by Ruth Ozeki, will be
the focus of our May 14 (1:30-3:30) meeting
taking place at the 'party room' of the downtown
highrise (Burdick & Walnut); Donna Grath
hosting.
There'll be lots of room for everybody who's at
all interested in trying
out the Book Club on
this last meeting of this
church year. (We'll be
talking about a date for
a planning meeting this
summer to choose
books for next year.)
Short-listed for the
2013 Mann Booker
Prize and generally
well-reviewed, this
novel is so multifaceted, you will
probably find something to like in it. (If you like
a book to start at the beginning and proceed to
the end along one well defined plot-line, this one
is probably not for you.)
Coffee and snacks served/social half hour approx.
3:00-3:30.
—Pat Nelson (this month's reviewer)
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May 1

Saturday
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Page 13

Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Open Meet & Greet w/ Rev. Rachel Lonberg

4:30-7:00p.m.

Room 19

May 2

The Discussion Group
Work Bee Social Justice Project
All-Church Potluck

10:00a.m.
10a.m.-3p.m.
5:30p.m.

Rooms 6 & 7
Circle Pines Center in Delton
Commons

May 3

Committee and Staff Annual Reports Due
Youth Band Practice
Sunday Service: “ The _______ People”
Rev. Rachel Lonberg
Congregational Vote
Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural
(ARAOMC) Committee
Youth Talent Show Auditions
Women’s Group
Full-Moon Drum Circle

End of Day
9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

office@peopleschurch.net
Room 9
Commons

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.

Commons
Room L1

1:00p.m.
5:00p.m.
8:00p.m.

Room 9
Room 19 & Foyer
Fire pit

Tuesday

May 5

Oshtemo Township Voting
Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots

All Day
9:30a.m.
3:00p.m.

Rooms L1 & L2
Meet at Church
Kitchen

Wednesday

May 6

Board Meeting
People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

Thursday

May 7

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Fri.-Sun.

May 8-10

Coming of Age Sleepover

TBD

TBD

Saturday

May 9

Mindfulness Retreat
Spring Celebration and Service Sale

9:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Commons

Sunday

May 10

Youth Band Practice
Sunday Service: “Your Mother Was a Liberal!”
Rev. Dave Johnson
Special Collection for Mothers of Hope
NO SUNDAY LUNCH TODAY

9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Commons

Monday

May 11

Facing Life, Facing Death
Green Sanctuary

12:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

Room L1
Room 18

Tuesday

May 12

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee
Dreamwork Circle
Young Adult Group (ages 18-35)

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Library at Parkview Hills
Room 18
Room L2

Wednesday

May 13

Religious Education Committee
People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 8
Room 9

Thursday

May 14

Book Group
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Skyrise Apartments
Commons

Friday

May 15

Youth Talent Show

7:00p.m.

Commons

Saturday

May 16

The Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Rooms 6 & 7

Sunday

May 17

Youth Band Practice
Sunday Service: Coming of Age Service
Sunday Lunch
People’s Church Annual Meeting

9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.
12:15p.m.

Room 9
Commons
Commons
Commons

Monday

May 18

Journey Circle
The Study Group

7:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Room 18
“The Den” at The Fountains

Tuesday

May 19

Building & Grounds Work Group

9:30a.m.

Meet at Church

The rest of the calendar is on Page 14. Check out our Calendar of Events online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Day

Date

Wednesday

May 20

Thursday

Event

Time

Place

Membership Committee
People’s Kaleidoscope

6:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room L1
Room 9

May 21

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Saturday

May 23

Judy Ranger Memorial Service

11:00a.m.

Commons

Sunday

May 24

Sunday Service: Green Sanctuary Service

10:45a.m.

Commons

Monday

May 25

OFFICE CLOSED for Memorial Day

Tuesday

May 26

Building & Grounds
Newsletter Deadline
Dreamwork Circle
Finance Committee
Young Adult Group (ages 18-35)

9:30a.m.
12:00p.m.
6:30p.m.
6:45p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
news@peopleschurch.net
Room 18
Room L1
Room L2

Wednesday

May 27

People’s Kaleidoscope

6:30p.m.

Room 9

Thursday

May 28

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Friday

May 29

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Sunday

May 31

New Member Recognition Sunday
Sunday Service: “Spandrels I Have Known: Of
Waste and Grace” Rev. Dave Johnson

10:45a.m.

Commons

Whole Church

