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February 1 “How Then Shall We Live? A Process-Relational Vision”
Rev. Dave Johnson
Buckminster Fuller wrote: "I am not a thing—a noun. I seem to be a verb, an
evolutionary process, an integral function of the universe." Fuller’s perspective contrasts
with the "substantialist" (Newtonian) world-view consisting of solid objects in motion.
Traditional religions have also attributed a “mis-placed concreteness” to their theological
world-views. We will consider a “theology for our secular age” (Process / Relational
theology) and its implications for us as Unitarian Universalists.

February 8 “Liberating Nonsense: Laughing in Church, and Other
No-Nos” Rev. Dave Johnson
Is it OK to laugh out loud and lighten up in church? Humor can be
healing—if it is invoked respectfully. C.S. Lewis observed: “Humor involves
a sense of proportion and seeing yourself from the outside. Hell is a state where
everyone is perpetually concerned about his own advancement; where everyone
has a grievance; and where everyone is deadly serious.” And the noted
philosopher Bertrand Russell wisely observed: “Laughter is the most
inexpensive and the most effective wonder drug. Laughter is a universal
medicine.” If the blahs of mid-winter are getting you down, this service
will be an opportunity to let your mind and heart become like a piñata:
Who knows what surprises may be in store, when they open up?

A Special Collection will be taken at this service to support the work of Kalamazoo
Community Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.

February 15 “Are You Fit to be Tied? Turning Up the Gain, and the
Heartbreak” Rev. Dave Johnson
The Sufi poet Jelal-ad-din Rumi asked: “Are you fleeing from Love because of a single
humiliation? What do you know of love except the name? Love has a hundred forms of pride
and disdain, and is gained by a hundred means of persuasion. Since love is loyal, it purchases
one who is loyal; it has no interest in a disloyal companion.” We’ll explore some of the
enchanting and intriguing landscapes of love, and the “habits of the heart”.

February 22

“Love Reaches Out”

Poetry Service

This service will use poetry and prose to celebrate February—the month
of the Loving Moon. Leeanne Seaver has kindly offered to be the service
coordinator; please contact her at ideas@seavercreative.com if you are a
poet or writer who would like to participate (possibly even share from
your own work).
Find an electronic version of this newsletter at www.peopleschurch.net.
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800 rehabilitation specialists and who served as my doctor
during my 23 days of in-patient rehabilitation. He and a
colleague composed a remarkable poem entitled “Mind to
Heart”, one which they present to each of their patients. I
offer Dr. Rome’s words to each of you as well:

Mind to Heart

Unexpected Insights

Yesterday the clay cracked but did not break.
They made promises over cookies and tea.
And summoned mind and steel to break the spell.
Your maple leaf dreams fell as tears.

On the morning of December 10, 1996, Jill
Bolte Taylor, a 37-year old neuroanatomist,
experienced a massive stroke in the left side
of her brain. She observed her own mind
deteriorate to the point that she could not
walk, talk, read, write, or recall any of her life.
In her 2006 book entitled My Stroke of Insight,
Taylor shares her unique perspectives on the
brain and its capacity for recovery. The human
brain has tremendous ability to change its
connections based upon its incoming
stimulations. This ‘neuro-plasticity’ underlies its
ability to recover lost functions.
It would take eight years for Taylor to heal
completely. In her book she emphasizes that
recovery, however you define it, is not
something one can do alone: “My recovery
was completely influenced by everyone around
me. I desperately needed people to treat me
as though I would recover completely.
Regardless of whether it would take three
months, two years, 20 years, or a lifetime,
I needed people to have faith in my continued
ability to learn, heal, and grow.”
I am grateful to literally hundreds of medical
and rehabilitation professionals, family
members, congregants, ministerial colleagues,
and friends for their sustaining messages of
encouragement. These messages have been
essential at every step in reminding me: “You
are not alone.” I am deeply grateful to you all,
as the journey continues. I am so blessed to
be significantly on the way to a full recovery.
I offer a personal appreciation to Dr. Scott
Rome, Medical Director at the California Pacific
Medical Center, who oversees a staff of over

While they made promises over cookies and tea.
Yesterday we were lost in fallow fields
Where maple leaf dreams fell as tears
And songs echoed in the empty well.
Yesterday, while we were lost in fallow fields
Lost memories sowed new seeds.
From an empty well sages cried
To clouds for promises of rain.
Today lost memories sow more seeds;
We banish mind to heart and weave a spell.
The sages sing from the empty well,
And those seeds grow where the rain once fell.
Scott Rome, MD
Jill Stoner
Finally, I enthusiastically encourage you to join me and
several dozen others on Saturday, February 7th at the
church from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm for the workshop entitled
“Understanding and Analyzing Systemic Racism”, sponsored
by our church’s ARAOMC (Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression,
Multicultural) Committee. The workshop facilitators will
include Dr. Jo Ann Mundy, Executive Director of ERAC/CE
(Eliminating Racism and Claiming / Celebrating Equality). If
you were in church January 18, you will appreciate how Jo
Ann’s compelling message and spirited singing brought a
strong sense of re-commitment to our Sunday service.
Please join us for this important opportunity. Registration
forms are on the kiosk in the foyer, and on the church
website. The workshop is specifically designed to:



Explore common language and definitions to understand
the continuing issue of racism throughout our country;
Introduce an understanding of racism as a systemic issue,
This article is continued on the next page.
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and not simply an issue of individual attitudes and
actions;
Explore approaches to dismantling racism that can
provide the foundation for enduring solutions that
lead to true racial justice and racial reconciliation.

Finally, my thanks to you all for your continuing
encouragement as I resume normal routines at the
church. I am deeply grateful to be serving you during
this transition year.

Drive safely, and step cautiously, if you need to be out
and around. Best wishes, as mid-winter arrives. See
you in church.

Rev. Dave Johnson, Interim Minister, People’s
Church of Kalamazoo, 2014-2015
e-mail: revdaj@aol.com
cell phone: 269-330-8495

Ministerial Search Committee
Update
The Ministerial Search Committee has had a very busy
couple of weeks! Many thanks to those of you who
attended the Beyond Categorical Thinking workshop
on January 10th and the follow-up service the following
Sunday. We found the discussions to be thoughtprovoking and enriching, and hope you did as well.
As always, your thoughts and comments help us think
in different ways about what would make a minister
a good, effective match for us.
Your MSC is relieved to be more than halfway through
the search process, and are excited to update you on
our progress! At the beginning of January, the UUA
released to the MSC the list of ministers who had read
our basic information and expressed interest in learning
more about our congregation. After reading through
the basic information on these ministers and consulting
with our ministerial settlement representative, we then
exchanged detailed information packets with all twelve
(!) of these ministers. Your search committee then
spent a very intense week and a half reading through all
of these packets as well as reading through and
This article is continued on Page 5.
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Membership Matters
Important Reminder: If you
wish to vote in the Ministerial
Candidate vote on May 3rd,
you must be a member of
People's Church by March
1st. If you wish to sign the
Bond of Union at any time,
contact Chris Schleuder
(office@peopleschurch.net) or Anna Shade
(anna.shade@gmail.com). Anyone 16 years of age or
older by March 1 is eligible for membership.
Thanks to everyone who attended our Membership
Orientation on January 18. We had a great turnout
and it was great to get to know some of our
newcomers and newest members better.
Rev. Dave will offer a workshop on Sunday,
February 1st in Room 9 from 12:15 - 1:30 geared
towards newcomers and new members (see box
below). As always, anyone is welcome to attend.
Please RSVP online (www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/4090F4CA4A82FAA8-spiritual ) or send an email
to Anna Shade (anna.shade@gmail.com). Fruit,
cheese, crackers and childcare will be provided.

A Bond of Union Signing Ceremony will be held
before the service on Sunday, March 1 at 10:00
a.m. in Room 19. Additionally, during the service
that day, we'll recognize those members who have
recently joined People's Church. Please let Anna
Shade know if you are interested in joining People's
Church.

"Spiritual But Not Religious
(SBNR)?" - Feb. 1, 12:15pm, Rm 9
A half-century ago, responses to the question
"What church do you go to?" were helpful
descriptions of a person's identity and values.
Today that question matters far less—except in
the deep South. Instead the question often leads
to the disclaimer: "Oh, I'm spiritual but not
religious." Usually that remark ends the
conversation. The implication is that for many,
religion has become strictly a private matter, and
thus is no one else's concern. Is that all there is
to say? We'll explore the challenges of living
authentically in an SBNR world.
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Getting to Know People’s People
By Ardyce Curl
Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why he came to People's and why he
continues to participate.
Andrew Alm
Andrew Alm found People’s
Church through the website
while reading about UUism on
line and started attending
People’s in September 2013.
“After reading about Unitarian
Universalism I wanted to
experience a service first
hand,” Andrew said. “I didn’t
spend much time in any church while growing up.
Now I was looking for a safe, comfortable place to
explore my own personal beliefs and values.”
He found People’s welcoming.

“I was surprised how readily people were to
embrace and acknowledge me as a newcomer,” he
said. “I started to slowly meet people in the
congregation and I felt like People’s and UU were
what I’d been looking for in a religious community.
“Finding People's Church and it's community is one
reason I now feel confident about returning to
school,” Andrew said. He enrolled this January as a
fulltime student at WMU to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in mathematics.

Community and connection are important to
Andrew. “People’s is a place I can come and know
I will find loving people,” he said. “The work of the
church has become an important part of my life.
People’s feels like a home for me, a place where
I can explore my own beliefs and grow as a person.
I’ve found many folks to whom I can talk openly
about my faith journey, and I can listen and learn
from experiences of others.”

Andrew finds nature, music and other people to be
sources of religious wisdom.
He’s on the A/V Committee and often runs the
sound system during Sunday Services, attends
young adult group meetings and has become
involved in the ISAAC Core team.
“I’m currently focusing on advocating the public
transportation system throughout the greater
Kalamazoo area,” Andrew said.
Asked what he’d like to see happening at People’s,
he said, “It’s important to remember there’s space
for our UU principles outside the walls of our
church.”
(Andrew, 27, was formerly employed in the electronic
business at Stryker. Earlier he attended Michigan Tech.)

Our NEW
Choir Director
Christian Diaz
Christian is a student at Western Michigan
University in jazz studies. He sings in the Gold
Company and the University Chorale and is the
WMU Choral Conducting Scholar for this
academic year. He also sings locally in the
Kalamazoo Men’s Chorus. He brings with him
many vocal experiences from singing as bass
section leader in the Episcopal choir to singing in
competitive barbershop quartets. Christian hails
from Miami, Florida where he attended MiamiDade College before transferring to WMU.
We welcome and look forward to working with
Christian.
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Special Election—February 15
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Bob
Wallis, will host a brief special election on
February 15 after the Sunday Service. Please join
us. We will be asking the congregation to elect
River Artz-Iffland, Bob Davis, and one other
candidate to the Nominating Committee so we
can begin our work helping to nominate Board of
Trustees members for next church year. Thanks!

Call for Leaders for a People’s
Church Spring Fundraiser
From Darryl Loiacano, Board of Trustees Co-President
Greetings, good People’s people
and happy winter! For many
years now People’s Church has
held a service auction fundraiser
sometime in the spring. This has
been a great source of income
for the church, but also a good
deal of work to organize and pull off. Over the
last few years, experienced leaders for doing this
event have moved on or become unavailable, and
currently there is no plan to hold the event this
year.
However, there are many other possibilities for a
church fundraiser, and I am hoping a group of
people could step forward to brainstorm and
organize such an event. Of course, not having a
fundraising event for the spring would result in a
significant loss of revenue for the church. It also
removes a great opportunity for community
building and fun, as the service auction has always
been.
If you would be willing to be part of planning such
an event, please contact me,
darrylk@hotmail.com or the church office and we
will be back in touch to plan a first meeting!
In community,
Darryl
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Ministerial Search Update....continued from Page 3

listening to dozens of sermons! Several ministers stood
out as possibly being a good fit for our church in
a variety of ways, so we spent an entire Saturday
conducting Skype interviews with five of the most
promising candidates. After much discussion, we
narrowed our list down to three excellent ministers,
all of whom have agreed to pre-candidate for us.
The pre-candidating process is basically an extended
interview weekend for both the interested minister
and the search committee. The pre-candidate will
spend the weekend with the search committee, from
Friday evening through Sunday afternoon, where we
will have an in-depth group interview, tours of the
church and community, and lots of casual conversation,
where both the MSC and the pre-candidate minister
contemplate how good of a potential fit we are for
each other. Sunday morning, we will all head to a
different UU church to hear the pre-candidate preach
at a neutral pulpit.
After conducting three of these pre-candidating
weekends and thorough reference checks, the MSC
will then select one minister to be our candidate
minister. On April 2nd at noon EST, the search
committees will all make their offers to the minister
they hope will candidate for them. Once the minister
(hopefully!) accepts the offer, he/she becomes our
candidate minister, and we start setting plans for
Candidating Week, which will be April 26th May 3rd.
This is when everyone in the church will get to meet
the minister! He/she will preach twice while here, meet
with the board and various committees, and participate
in social events designed to give everyone a chance to
meet the minister and to let him/her get a feel for the
life of our congregation and community. Immediately
following the second Sunday of Candidating Week,
there will be a congregational vote where the church
decides if they desire to call this candidate minister as
our next settled minister. The UUA requires at least
a 90% yes vote, but most ministers would be hesitant
to accept a call that wasn’t supported by at least a 95%
vote. As we get closer to Candidating Week, we will
have more information to share with you, both about
the candidate and the process! Right now, the MSC has
to respect the confidentiality of all of the ministers
in search and their current congregations, but we are
happy to answer any questions you have about the
process and timeline.
—Your Ministerial Search Committee

Page 6

News and Notices

News & Views

Social Justice Coordinating Committee Update
Two successes for People's social justice efforts:
Our Drug Court appeal on Jan. 11 netted $950.
Thank you for your generosity. Also, Boxing Day
allowed us to support Lincoln School once again
with bags of supplies for every teacher. Rick
Johnson and Mary Lewis delivered them on Jan. 15.
ISAAC, the Interfaith Strategies for Action and
Advocacy in the Community, continues to challenge
Texas, Pavilion and Oshtemo Townships to
allow their residents to vote on their
decision to "opt out" of the new Urban
District for Public Transportation. These
townships have important bus routes
which could be eliminated if Texas, Pavilion, and
Oshtemo choose not to contribute. At this time
they have not put this issue on the May ballot.
The SJCC is encouraging people to join us in
attending the free workshop: “An Introduction To
Understanding and Analyzing Systemic Racism” (see
details on page 7).
Rick Johnson will travel to Muskegon Heights
to advocate at the Parole Board hearing for William,
a young man we have been sponsoring through the
Center for Transformation program for nearly
three years. The board's decision will determine
whether William can return to Kalamazoo
to continue his journey to re-enter society.

February Special Collection
The Special Collection in
February will be for the
Kalamazoo Community
Mental Health and
Substance Abuse
Services. Executive
Director Jeff Patton and Teresa Lewis, Customer
Service Manager, will give us insights on February 8.
KCMHSAS has been delivering quality services and
programs for over 30 years. Their priority
population is Adults with Mental Illnesses, Youth
with Emotional Disturbances, Individuals with
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities and
Individuals with co-occurring Substance Use
Disorders.
KCMHSAS is proud to be the developer/sponsor of
The Recovery Institute—an agency run by Peer
Support Specialists that continues our Mission of
empowering individuals with a mental illness to lead
rich and meaningful lives in the community.
KCMHSAS also offers Peer Support opportunities to
Families and Youth served in the form of Family
Support Partners and to Individuals served with
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities from Peer
Mentors.
The organization also has a grant right now that is
funding FREE Mental Health First Aid Trainings at
418 W Kalamazoo Ave. Training times are from 8
am to 5 pm with a lunch break. Please call 269-3646952 to register for any of these trainings.
MHFA Adult focus
Wednesday, January 28
Tuesday, March 17
Friday, May 15

Anyone is welcome to sit in on SJCC meetings.
The Social Justice Coordinating Committee meets
the second Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m.
in the clubhouse of Parkview Hills.

MHFA Youth focus
Monday, February 23
Wednesday, April 22

To learn more about Kalamazoo Community Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services please go to
their website at www.kazoocmh.org.
To speak to a representative of the Access Center,
please call 269-373-6000 or toll-free 1-888-3736200.
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The Ripple Effect of the People’s
Church ARAOMC Committee
By Michael Nassaney
During our weekly service we are
invited to name the personal and
community successes and challenges
that we face in our daily lives.
As we share our joys and concerns,
we can drop a stone into a pool
of water creating ripples that
represent the ways in which we are
interconnected in a larger
community. Indeed, our seventh principle
underscores the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part. Accordingly,
we aim to do good not only in our congregation but
also throughout the Kalamazoo community,
southwest Michigan, and beyond.
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The work of the Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression,
Multi-Cultural Committee (ARAOMC) has
inspired me to expand our efforts to engage in
anti-racist (A-R), transformative ways of being to
other circles of my life. I was recently involved in
co-organizing an introductory Anti-Racism
training workshop for members of the Society for
Historical Archaeology (SHA) at their annual
conference in Seattle, WA. The workshop was
designed to present a systemic analysis of racism
and to assist the participants in beginning and
strengthening their institutional interventions
against racism.
To initiate a more systemic analysis needed to
transform our discipline, we invited Crossroads
trainers (the same organization that will be
providing a training at People’s on Feb. 7) to
present the introductory workshop to assist SHA
to:







develop and use a common language about
racism, as well as a shared definition;
understand racism as a systemic issue in the
United States, and not only an issue of
individual attitudes and actions;
begin considering the racialization of our
discipline, both historically and in our
contemporary practices of pedagogy and
scholarship; and
explore approaches to dismantling racism that
can provide the foundation for institutional
interventions against systemic racism,
specifically in our professional association.

Many of the workshop attendees were moved by
the compassion of the facilitators and the power
of their message. We hope that some participants
will seek out more intensive training in
preparation for work on a transformation team.
The insights gained from my work with SHA
strengthen my resolve to assist in making
People’s a welcoming Anti-Racism community.
I’m so gratified to see our Unitarian Universalist
values being put into practice in other spheres of
my life. I hope to see you at the training on
February 7.
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Adult Enrichment Classes and Opportunities
"Theology for Our Secular Age:

“The Best of What We Know”
Wednesday Mid-Day Series,
Early March to Mid-April 2015
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m., Room 19

A Process – Relational Vision"
Congregational Development Workshop,
Based on Rev. Galen Guengerich's
Presentation and Notes from
UUA General Assembly, June 2009
Four Wednesdays, 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm, Room 19
Rev. Dave Johnson, facilitator

Introduction
 Theology is the process of using language to
describe certain kinds of experience; it’s what
happens when the silence ends.
 Freedom—absence of coercion—is politically
necessary but not religiously sufficient.
 What we have in common with other members
of our group makes us a kind and helps create
a sense of unity. Each member of a kind is also
a unique instance; its identity is based on its
difference from others, creating a sense of
diversity.
 In a secular age, people have options—to
believe or not to believe, to be part of a
community of faith or not. By most accounts,
religion poses the greatest threat to our shared
future, rather than providing the greatest
source of hope.
The goal of this course: to sketch a third way
between competing fundamentalisms of the left
and right; to suggest how we might begin to
think about faith and religion, as well as religious
community and ethical conduct, in a different
way.

Religion, in the words of Rev. Galen Guengerich, is
“the process of taking everything we know about
the universe into account and creating a life of
meaning and purpose within it. At its best, religion
unites everything we know with everything we long
for.” Beginning in March, Rev. Dave will host a
series of presentations / conversations entitled
“The Best of What We Know”. We’ll gather every
Wednesday at 12 noon in Room 19. All staff and
church members / friends are welcome. This
series—using DVDs compiled during by
presentations at the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute (HHMI), will consider our best knowledge
about the origins of practically everything: Our
earth, and life upon the earth, and climate
conditions that allow life to continue and flourish.
We’ll also consider some new evidence from our
neighboring planet Mars.

No need to register, no required reading. All are
welcome.
“Our Changing Planet and Evolution:
Past / Present / Future”
March 4

The Deep History of a Living
Planet; and Our Fascination with Mars

March 11

Building Scientific Knowledge:
The Unifying Theory of Plate Tectonics

March 18

Our Earth’s Climate:
Back to the Future

February 11—What in the world is divine—if anything?
What is the uniquely human challenge?

March 25

Climate Change and Organized
Denialism: Political Brinksmanship?

February 18—What are the purpose of faith and role of
religion? What does it mean to be a religious community?

April 1

The Unifying Theory of Evolution:
Fossils, Genes, & Mousetraps, Part I

February 25—How shall we live in order to transform
ourselves and our world?

April 8

Evolution: Fossils, Genes, and
Mousetraps, Part II; Science and Religion

Focus Questions
February 4—How do we know what we most truly know?
What is the nature of existence, and how do we fit into the
picture?
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“Of Bonds and Binds:
Fables for Our Time”
Monday mornings, Mid-September 2014
to mid-April 2015
10:30 am to 12:00 noon: Room 19
Since September 15th, 2014, and continuing through midApril of 2015, Rev. Dave will be offering a series of
Monday-morning conversations that focus upon the
principles of Family Systems. Our approach will center
upon Fables. Why fables? Because imaginative stories
transcend the limits of one-time-only, historicallyverifiable events. Fables convey truths that are broader
and more enduring than “actual” occasions. The fables in
this series are from an anthology entitled Friedman’s
Fables (Guilford Press, 1990), written by one of the
leading authorities on family systems theory, Rabbi Edwin
A. Friedman. Each week we will read aloud one of these
Fables, and then consider the questions-for-reflection
that Friedman has suggested for each fable. We’ll be
especially alert for their implications for our personal
lives, relationships, and the communities of which we are
a part.
The fables are grouped into four categories: “The Failure
of Syntax”; “The Demons of Resistance”; “Bonds and
Binds”; and “Reptilian Regressions”. Each fable stands
alone. Thus it’s fine to attend individual sessions
according to your schedule and degree of interest. As
always, participants’ contributions and reflections will
determine the focal points of interest and value for the
series.
Here are the upcoming dates and titles for this series:
Dates
Mon. February 2

Mon. February 9
Mon. February 16
Mon. March 2
Mon. March 9
Mon. March16
Mon. March 30
Mon. April 6
Mon. April 13
Mon. April 20
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Fables
Peter Steinke, “The People of
the Charm”
“Jean and Jane”
“Cinderella”
“Caught in Her Own Web”;
Reptilian Regressions
“The Wallflower”
“Panic”
“Burnout”
“Narcissus”
“Tradition”
“Epilogue”; Friedman on
leadership (VHS tape)

MARRIAGE EQUALITY:
PERSONAL & POLITICAL
How does Michigan’s lack of marriage equality
affect same-sex couples? How does it affect
couples raising children?
Karen Sanborn and
Audrey Wierenga are
regarded as a married
couple in other states, but
not in Michigan. To call
attention to the need for
marriage equality, they will
share their experiences
raising a child in a state
that does not recognize
their marriage.
On Sunday, February 15th Sanborn and Wierenga
will answer questions at a panel discussion,
Understanding the Marriage Equality Issue in
Michigan.

Panel participants include:





Gina Calcagno from Michigan for Marriage
60th District State Representative Jon
Hoadley
Christine Babcock of the Human Rights
Campaign
and a representative of the Kalamazoo Gay
Lesbian Resource Center.

The panel discussion is on Sunday, February 15th
from 11:30am to 1pm at the Unitarian Universalist
Community Church, 10441 Shaver Road in
Portage. The event is free and open to the public.
Refreshments and childcare will be offered.
For more information, contact:
Rev. Greg Martin
Unitarian Universalist Community Church
Ph: 517-898-6145
minister@uucommunitychurch.org
PO Box 1743, Portage, MI 49081
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The Green Spot
The Living Legacy of Environmental
Stewardship at People’s Church
Stewardship of the environment is a deep-rooted value
in the People’s Church community. Several pastors who
have served our church knew that spending time in
nature was important for restoring body and spirit. Each
year, Caroline Bartlett Crane took refuge in a lakeside
cottage to rest so she could persevere in her social
work. And Rev. Edwin Palmer, the beloved pastor who
served our church for over 30 years, had a family
summer retreat on the shores of Paw Paw Lake in
Texas Township.
The Palmer children donated a portion of that land to
the Michigan Nature Association (MNA) as the Edwin
and Margaretta Palmer Memorial Sanctuary. The 22acre Sanctuary is a
prairie fen, a
particularly diverse
and rare ecosystem
that provides a haven
for endangered
species of plants,
butterflies, and
turtles. The value of
the preserve is
enhanced by its
proximity to a
contiguous MNA
preserve; together,
the two areas
protect a large
portion of the
The Palmer Memorial Sanctuary
lakeshore, which increases the resilience of the wildlife
sharing this special ecosystem.

Invasive plants are threatening the Palmer Sanctuary
ecosystem but we have an opportunity to help. The
MNA is eligible for grant funding and restoration work
for both Paw Paw Lake preserves through The Nature
Conservancy. To earn the grant, they need to provide a
stewardship match.
Volunteer stewardship hours would count toward the
match and earn TNC restoration support for the
Palmer Sanctuary! We are organizing a stewardship
presentation for Sunday, February 8 (to be shown in

News & Views

Room 19 after the service) and a workday on
February 21.
Winter is an ideal time to clear invasive
buckthorn without worrying about mud or
mosquitoes. Join us for an afternoon of outdoor
activity; the work will be restorative to our selves
and to this precious sanctuary that is so closely
tied to our church history and values.
Contact Cybelle (scybelle@umich.edu) for more
information.

$MONEY MATTER$
After church, at 12:30 on Sunday, February
22 we will hold the Budget Hearing for People’s
Church. This is when the budget requests from
all sources are presented to the church. Pizza
and salad lunch will be available.
Sunday, March 1 will be “Kick-Off Sunday” for
our annual stewardship campaign. The
stewardship campaign solicits the critical pledges
of time, talent, and treasure that make possible
all the activities at People’s Church. We need
everyone’s help this year! Our goal is 100
percent participation by members and friends in
the annual campaign.
Because of the expectation that we will call a
new settled minister in May, we are planning a
short, but intense campaign during the month of
March! If you have some good fund raising ideas,
please bring them forward now. Volunteers are
always welcome!
Also, it is not too late to join the Feeding Our
Flame capital campaign. If you are a new member,
or were somehow not able to join in last year’s
campaign, please contact Treasurer Allan Hunt
by e-mail at hahunt@gmail.com to discuss your
participation.

ISAAC Banquet—Sat., March 14
Please save the date and plan on
attending the ISAAC Banquet which will
take place on Saturday, March 14.
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Elementary Sleepover

Every MLK weekend for over a decade, young adults
from around the region have gathered at People’s
Church for a Unitarian Universalist conference. This
year around 35 young people gathered to enjoy workshops, worship, games, and fellowship together.

Friday, February 27, 6:00pm
All K-7th graders are invited to enjoy a fun night at
church. Families are invited for a potluck dinner
and then the kids will have the opportunity to enjoy fun games and activities together. This is a
great way to deepen relationships with church
I was delighted that for the first time, there were 6
buddies!
young people who grew up in and recently bridged out
of our RE program who participated in this year’s Con. For more information contact Brooke FeltnerI hope that this community and UUism continues to be Beebe.
meaningful to these young people as they find their way
in life.
Special thanks to Fernando Ospina and Sasha Acker for
all their work in making this Con happen this year!

Parent’s Night Out

Saturday February 14th - 5-9 pm
Drop your children off at church
Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director for a fun filled night with our youth
group and enjoy a date night out.
Only $10.00 per child which includes a child friendly dinner and an
evening of fun with church friends
while helping to support the youth group trip fund.
Sign up in the foyer. Questions contact Karen
Friedel.

Young Adult Con January 2015
Guest at Your Table Wrap-Up
It is time to wrap up the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee’s Guest at Your Table fundraiser. This annual tradition supports the UUSC programs that help
ensure people around the world have access to basic
necessities such as clean water, food and shelter.
Please return your donations to the RE supply room
(14) this month. You can return your jars of change or
even better a check for the total made out to UUSC.

Children are needed to light the chalice in
the Sunday Service each week.
Please sign up on the clipboard on the
kiosk in the foyer.

Youth Group
For all 9-12th graders
First Sundays, 1:00-3:00pm
Enjoy fun games, worship, and social justice projects
together! For more information contact Karen Friedel.

Young Adult UU Group
Every Other Tuesday at Church
Note new day and location!
All 18-35 year olds are invited to participate in our
young adult group on the first and third Tuesdays
at 7:00 pm. at church. Enjoy fellowship with fun
games, activities and meaningful discussions.
For information contact group coordinator, Ted
Schering at tdschering@gmail.com.

Page 12

Events and Activities

Book Group-Wed. Feb 12
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Free Books
Books from Lea Kunze’s collection are
available for free in the Reception Area.
Please take whatever you’d like.

Join us at 1:30 on February 12th for a
lively discussion of Donna Tartt's 2014
Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Goldfinch.
Jan Crosby will facilitate the discussion at her
condo in Parkview Hills. Call her for directions.
Newcomers are always welcome. For those of
you who like to plan ahead, our March book will
be Sonya Sotomayor's My Beloved World.

Lower Price for Pasties!
There are still pasties available for purchase. The
price has been lowered to $4 each. Please feel free
to take what you like and leave your money in the
envelope marked for pasties.

February Second Sunday Lunch
CANCELLED

The Study Group—Mon, Feb. 16,
7:30pm
The Study Group's next meeting will discuss The
Curse of Cain: The Violent Legacy of Monotheism
by Regina M. Schwartz, University of Chicago
Press. Newcomers to the group are always
welcome! The next meeting is on Monday,
February 16, at 7:30 p.m., at "The Den" room
at The Fountains. For more information, please
contact Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org.

As popular as these lunches have become, this
month’s lunch has tragically been cancelled because
there was no one to organize it. If you are interested in working with a hospitality committee to help
organize such events, please contact the church.

Book at Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/TheCurse-Cain-Violent-Monotheism/dp/0226742008

Dog-sitter Needed
Looking for a dog sitter M-F from 10:30-3:00. Would have to be at your home. Will pay money or work
out some trade. Westnedge Hill area preferred but will consider surrounding neighborhoods. Also will
consider those who wish to split duties. If interested please contact David Greenquist at (269)569-5442
or at davidgreenquistmrc@yahoo.com.
Day

Date

Sunday

February 1

Event
Youth Band Practice
Appreciation Breakfast for RE Teachers
ARAOMC Committee
Sunday Service: “How Then Shall We Live?”
Rev. Dave Johnson
Spiritual But Not Religious Wkshp w/ Rev. Dave
O.W.L. Lunch / Orientation
YRUU (High School) Youth Group
Women’s Group

Time

Place

9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 9
Rooms 6 & 7
Room L1
Commons

12:15p.m.
12:30p.m.
1:00p.m.
5:00p.m.

Rooms 9
Commons / Room 19
Room L2
Room 19, Foyer
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Monday

February 2

Tuesday
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Calendar
Event

Time

Place

Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time

10:30a.m.

Room 19

February 3

Building & Grounds Work Group
Talking Pots
Young Adult Group (ages 18-35)
Full-Moon Drum Circle

9:30a.m.
3:00p.m.
7:00p.m.
8:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Kitchen
Room L2
Room 9

Wednesday

February 4

Theology for Our Secular Age
Board Meeting

12:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room L1

Thursday

February 5

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Saturday

February 7

Intro to Understanding and Analyzing Systemic
Racism
The Discussion Group

10:00a.m.

Room 19

10:00a.m.

Rooms 6 & 7

Sunday

February 8

Youth Band Practice
Sunday Service: “Laughing in Church, and Other
No-Nos Rev. Dave Johnson
Special Collection for Kalamazoo Community Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services
Presentation on Stewardship of the Palmer
Memorial Nature Sanctuary
No Sunday Lunch Today

9:00a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
10:45a.m.
12:15p.m.

Room 9
Room 9
Room 19
Commons
Room 19

Monday

February 9

Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time
Facing Life, Facing Death
Green Sanctuary

10:30a.m.
12:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

Room 19
Room L1
Room L1

Tuesday

February 10

Building & Grounds Work Group
Social Justice Coordinating Committee
Dreamwork Circle

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
6:30p.m.

Meet at Church
Library at Parkview Hills
Room 18

Wednesday

February 11

Theology for Our Secular Age

12:00p.m.

Room 19

Thursday

February 12

Book Group
Choir Rehearsal

1:30p.m.
7:00p.m.

Jan Crosby’s Home
Commons

Saturday

February 14

Valentine’s Day
Parent’s Night Out

5-9p.m.

Whole Church

5th/6th Grade O.W.L.
Youth Band Practice
Sunday Service: “Are You Fit to be Tied?”
Rev. Dave Johnson
Marriage Equality Presentation
Congregational Mtg. to Vote on Nominating
Committee

9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.

Room 19
Room 9
Commons

11:30a.m.
12:15p.m.

UUCC, 10441 Shaver Road
Commons

Sunday

February 15

Monday

February 16

Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time
Newsletter Deadline
The Study Group

10:30a.m.
12:00p.m.
7:30p.m.

Room 19
news@peopleschurch.net
‘The Den’ at The Fountains at
Bronson Place

Tuesday

February 17

Building & Grounds Work Group
Library Committee
Young Adult Group (ages 18-35)
Chalice Circle (Cusumano)

9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
7:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Meet at Church
Foyer, Room 1
Room L2
Room 18

Wednesday

February 18

Theology for Our Secular Age
Religious Education Committee

12:00p.m.
6:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 8

The rest of the calendar is on Page 14. Check out our Calendar of Events online
at http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events.
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Day

Date

Thursday

February 19

Friday

Event

Time

Place

Membership Committee
Choir Rehearsal

6:00p.m.
7:00p.m.

Room L1
Commons

February 20

Newsletter Mailing

9:00a.m.

Room 8

Saturday

February 21

The Discussion Group
Palmer Memorial Sanctuary Workday

10:00a.m.
TBD

Rooms 6 & 7
Palmer Memorial Sanctuary

Sunday

February 22

5th/6th Grade O.W.L.
Youth Band
Sunday Service: “Love Reaches Out” Poetry Service
Budget Hearing

9:00a.m.
9:00a.m.
10:45a.m.
12:30-1:30p.m.

Room 19
Room 9
Commons
Commons

Tuesday

February 24

Building & Grounds Work Group
Dreamwork Circle
Finance Committee

9:30a.m.
6:30p.m.
6:45p.m.

Meet at Church
Room 18
Room L1

Wednesday

February 25

Theology for Our Secular Age

12:00p.m.

Room 19

Thursday

February 26

Choir Rehearsal

7:00p.m.

Commons

Friday

February 27

Elementary Sleepover

6:00p.m.

Whole Church

